Plant sale to benefit Vanderbilt Garden Restoration projects
continued from cover

In addition, two major restoration projects are in the works: replanting along the
Cherry Walk (on the perennial level) and
repairing the stone wall that lines the walk;
and replacing the roses on the lowest level
of the garden.
The latter project is already in progress,
thanks to a game-changing curveball
thrown by Mother Nature: the roses have
been failing, and no one is really sure why.
“We had a lot of problems with the
roses; they started to die off and look bad,”
said FWVGA volunteer Margaret Moebius,
who chairs the FWVGA public relations
committee. “We weren’t sure what was
going on. We had the soil tested, but [there
were] no real problems.”
Volunteers have begun pulling out dead
and dying roses, she said.
“They’re going to rework the soil and
start to plant new roses,” said Moebius.
NPS Staff Horticulturist Anna de
Cordova suggested the plantings be done in
three phases.
“Anna said it would be better to do in
stages. That way, if the roses start to go in
the future it will only be one section at a
time,” said Moebius. “Also, we don’t have
the money to buy all those roses. We’re
looking at a several-year project.”
Because the Rose Garden requires
immediate attention, it has taken priority
over the Cherry Walk project, which entails
pulling up current plantings that have overgrown the stone wall and replacing them
with smaller species. Additionally, the stone
wall was designed to have little pockets in
which to plant cascading flowers. The deteriorating wall will be renovated with pockets, and the newer varieties growing along
the walk will be short enough to see the
flowers growing from the wall.
An irrigation system will also be
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installed along the Cherry Walk, Moebius
said.
“It’s a fairly expensive project,” she said.
“We’re getting some estimates; people are
researching the types of plants that should
go in there.”
Both projects are the result of recommendations in a study recently completed by the
Olmsted Center for Landscape Preservation
for the Hyde Park historic sites.
The formal gardens at the Vanderbilt
Mansion National Historic Site are among
the region’s loveliest and most labor intensive. At the height of the Gilded Age, when
Frederick W. and Louise Vanderbilt resided
at the estate, a hired crew maintained the
thousands of plantings and surrounding
landscape that were Frederick’s pride and
passion.
When Frederick died in 1938, the estate
was put up for sale, beginning the gardens’
decline. Under President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, the property became part of the
National Park Service (NPS) in 1940; but
once America entered World War II, funding that had once gone to domestic programs like NPS was channeled elsewhere.
The NPS was able to maintain the mansion and main grounds, but the gardens fell
into neglect. The beds became overgrown
and, eventually, all but disappeared. The
garden statuary and architectural features
suffered from lack of maintenance.
In 1984, the FWVGA was born when
three volunteers—Martha (Marti) Stuart,
Louise Martin and Marion Asher—
approached the NPS with a dream to restore
the gardens. Nearly 30 years later, the nonprofit, all-volunteer organization has reestablished the gardens’ beauty and reputation, drawing tourists from around the
world. The FWVGA also works with the
NPS to establish interpretive and educa-

Joanne Salvado (standing) and Alyssa Cassarino, volunteers with the Frederick W. Vanderbilt
Garden Association, prepare annual beds for planting. Photo by Kate Goldsmith
tional programs for its members and the
general public.
Volunteers are always needed, said
Moebius.
“We could sure use people, not only in

The Dutchess County Airport on 263 New Hackensack Road,
Wappingers Falls, will hold an Open House on Saturday, June 2, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. The activity is being hosted by Dutchess County Aviation
and sponsored by the Poughkeepsie Pilots Association. Admission is
free and food will be provided by the New Hackensack Fire Department.
Learn about and see vintage replica aircraft from the Old Rhinebeck
Aerodrome, Civil Air Patrol with aircraft, display of aircraft flown by local

the gardens but who have some expertise in
fund-raising and grant writing,” she said.
For more information, visit www.van
derbiltgarden.org, e-mail info@vanderbilt
garden.org or call (845) 229-6432.

pilots, R/C aircraft and demonstration, Angel Flight network, flight design
and light sport aircraft, county fire tricks and more.
There will be a seminar at 12:30 p.m. for non-pilots to “fast track” their
Pilot Certificate and a seminar for pilots at 2 p.m. for “Flying the Hudson
River SFRA.”
For more information, contact the Dutchess County Airport at (845)
463-6000.

LOCAL BUSINESSES VALUE LOCAL NEWS
Peter Audia, VP of Audia Chevrolet in Millbrook, undertands
the value of local business and local news. That’s why he is an
avid reader and advertiser in the Northern Dutchess News.
“In today’s economy, it’s important to know
that advertising in the local news media gives
consumers a vital outlet to learn about products
and services in and around their towns.
“Maybe it’s time to limit our travel and
support these local businesses. Utilizing the
Northern Dutchess News, an entirely local
newspaper, gives us the opportunity
to accomplish these goals.
“Audia Motors has been a part of
VP Peter Audia (right) and Les Haxo, GM master tech 15 years
the local landscape for 65 years and
we understand the value of personal service and shopping local. We invite
you to visit our newly remodeled facility and check out our Chevrolet products and services.”
Contact us today to join Peter and place your advertisement in front of thousands of locally oriented
individuals in Northern Dutchess: 845-297-3723 • Advertising@sdutchessnews.com
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