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Artist Deborah Coconis paints an oversized mask of “Father Time” in her Clinton

Corners studio. In the background is one of the other masks that characters will wear

as they roam the streets of Millbrook for the annual New Year’s Eve celebration. Photo

by Curtis Schmidt

by Melina Makris
MILLBROOK—The annual family-

friendly event that “transforms the
Village of Millbrook into a party for
everybody” will once again be held this
year.

New Year’s Eve Millbrook 2011 will
take place as usual at the top of
Franklin Avenue on Friday, Dec. 31,
and will offer everything from smooth
jazz and puppets to cartoons and rag-
time.

In its seventh year, the event is spon-
sored by the Millbrook Rotary as a
service to the community. Not a fund-
raiser for the Rotary, the celebration is
underwritten by many local businesses
and organizations. Grants from the
Community Foundation of Dutchess
County, Millbrook Tribute Garden, the
Dutchess County Arts Council and a
number of smaller groups make the
party possible.

For a donation of $5, which will
entitle the donor to a lighted commem-
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Millbrook greets New Year 

with family-friendly entertainment

by Rich Flaherty
JACKSONVILLE, FL—It was an

overwhelming Christmas celebration
for the crew of the USS Roosevelt, sta-
tioned at the Mayport Naval Station in

Jacksonville, FL, when boxes of cook-
ies and other baked goods, along with
cards and letters, were opened recently
as part of Project FALA.This is the second year of the pro-

gram that involves donations of baked
goods and cards that are sent from the
Hyde Park community to the ship’s
crew for the holiday season.“It was a massive amount of materi-

al,” said USS Roosevelt Commander

USS Roosevelt thankful for holiday presents

Robert Chadwick, Commanding Officer of the USS Roosevelt DDG 80, wears a gift he

received from Hyde Park students as part of Project FALA. The USS Roosevelt is

named after two of Hyde Park’s most famous residents, Franklin and Eleanor

Roosevelt, and in 2009 was designated Dutchess County’s official warship. For the last

two years, organizations in Hyde Park have sent homemade holiday goodies and cards

to the servicemen and -women aboard the ship. Photo courtesy Commander Chadwick

orative button, residents and visitors
can take in diverse performances at
three venues—the Thorne Building,
Grace Church and Lyall Memorial
Federated Church—as well as street-
side entertainment.This year’s event has a pirate theme,

and the main attraction will be the
Buccaneer Bindlestiff Swashbuckling
Cirkus, sponsored by the Dyson
Foundation. Four 45-minute perform-
ances will be offered, beginning on the
hour, in the Thorne auditorium. A
Hudson Valley favorite, the Bindlestiff
Family Cirkus has performed previous-
ly at New Year’s Eve Millbrook.Rotarian Joyce Heaton called the cir-

cus a “wonderful act” that’s “small but
very entertaining.”Also returning this year are flamen-

co guitarist Jeff Armstrong at Grace
Church, the Larry Ham Duo, playing
jazz on keyboard and sax at the Lyall
Church sanctuary, and the “wonderful-
ly talented” Handman String Quartet,

by Curtis SchmidtCounty, town and village snow-
removal crews from across the
Northern Dutchess area were out
enforce and cleared the great majority
of roads by 11 a.m. Monday from the
season’s first major snowstorm that
began at approximately 1 p.m. Sunday.

Most towns and villages reported
snowfall totals ranging from 12 to 24
inches by 9 a.m. Monday. Dutchess
County Emergency Response 911 dis-
patchers handled more than 540 calls
since 1 p.m. Sunday. Volume peaked
late Sunday afternoon into the evening,

with more than 115 calls from 9 p.m. to
midnight. Calls included disabled vehi-
cles, property damage reports and
wires down/power issues, according to
information from the office of County
Executive William Steinhaus.“Big storms like this are when coun-

ty residents can really ‘see’ the work of
our great county employees, but in real-
ity this is just part of the job these
employees do every day, making sure
our residents, our roads are safe all year
round,” concluded County Executive
Steinhaus.

By 9 a.m. Monday, all 395 miles of

Snow-removal crewshandle major snowstorm

A motorist travels north on the Taconic State Parkway near the Salt Point overpass

Monday morning. Most areas of Northern Dutchess received 12-24 inches of snow 

during the season’s first major storm. Photo by Don Lewis
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Nor’easter wallops Hudson Valley region

Reuben Simmons of the Highway Department uses a snowblower to clear Main Street sidewalks on Monday.
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New Year’s Eve 
celebration

The Beacon Knights of
Columbus will host a party to
welcome 2011 on Friday,
December 31 from 7:30pm -
1am at the K of C Hall,
Townsend Street, Beacon. The
evening will offer a buffet din-
ner provided by Catering by
Papa Joe’s, music by DJ Lou
West, an open bar (no shots or
cordials), champagne toast and a
pastry table after midnight.
Tickets are $50 per person.
Tickets and table reservations
are available by contacting Tom
Martin at (845) 728-8409 or the
council hall, (845)831-0445.
Deadline for ticket sales is
Dec.28.

If you have any questions,
please reply to this email or con-
tact me on my cell (845) 728-
8409.

Howland
trustees

The Howland Public Library
Board of Trustees will hold its
regular meeting on Tuesday,
January 4 at 7 PM at the library.
The public is welcome to attend.

Jazzercise
A Jazzercise fitness program

will begin Monday, January 3.
Beacon Recreation will be
offering Jazzercise on Mondays,
at the Glenham Elementary
School and Tuesdays and
Thursdays at the Rombout
Middle School Gym. Classes
begin at 7pm. 

The current session will run
from January 3 through April
14. Session cost will be $125 to
$175 and you can register and
pay before class the first couple
of nights.

Additional information can be
obtained by calling 845-838-
5024 or Wendy Simeon 845-
297-3436.

Tompkins
Hose

memorial
Lewis Tompkins Hose

Company No 1 will be holding
its annual church service in
honor of all its deceased mem-
bers January 30, 2011.  The
service will be held at the 7:30
a.m. Mass at St. Johns Church in
Beacon.  Immediately following
the service, there will be a
breakfast served at the compa-
ny’s quarters at 13 South
Avenue in Beacon.  

Chairperson Nick McGovern
urges all members, their fami-
lies and friends to attend.
Reservations for breakfast may
be made with Chairperson
McGovern at 845-489-6130 or
by calling the Fire Station at
845-831-3516.

The annual church service
was instituted in the early 1900s
and is scheduled to coincide
with the date Robert Cramer’s
death in 1955. Cramer is the
only member of Lewis
Tompkins Hose and the City of
Beacon Fire Department to lose
his life while on duty, fighting a
fire on Main Street in Beacon.

By Goldee Greene
Staff Writer

BEACON —  Since the snow was
a bit late for a 2010 White
Christmas,  the day after Christmas
had to do.  Sunday’s twelve hour
blizzard dropped almost two feet of
the fluffy stuff,  but caused no major
problems overall.

“We were lucky because although
there was a lot of snow it wasn’t the
heavy,  wet kind that piles up on
power lines and trees,”   Mayor
Steve Gold.  “We did have some
problems mainly due to the high
winds.  As usual,  our Highway
Department should be commended
for working overnight clearing the
roads.  

Also,  deserving of recognition is
our city administrator,  Meredith
Robson. She brought in a sleeping
bag and stayed in her office just in
case 84 would be closed down.”

The Mayor and City emergency
management staff were continually
monitoring the storm.  “One of the
lessons we learnt from the last big
storm was the importance of early
communication,”  said Gold.   “We
did not need a warming station this
time but if it became necessary it
would have been announced at all 

of the news media outlets.”  These
would be posted on the City website
at www.cityofbeacon.org, Beacon
Citizen Network website, on
Channel 22, on the following radio

stations – 101.5, 106.1, 92.7, 96.9,
97.7, 94.3, 97.3, and on the follow-
ing additional websites –
WRRV.com, WPDH.com,
Mix97fm.com, 

Hudsonvalleycountry.com and
Hudsonvalleyclosings.com.  

Reuben Simmons of the Highway
Department was one of several staff
members continuing work on
Monday.  “Everything’s going
well,”  he said.

About 30 percent of Main Street
businesses,  including Homespun,
Isamu,  the Yankee Clipper and BJ’s
were open.  

“We were open till late last night
and started up again at 6 am this
morning,”  said Brenda Simms of
BJ’s.  

Elia and Eric Gerna of DeWindt
Street,  with daughter Rosie,  age 3,
took a stroll in the winter sun.  “It’s
a beautiful day long as you’re bun-
dled up,”  said Elia,  an artist who
has a studio at the old high school.

“We’re all kind of stuck because
Metro North is suspended for now,”
Miss Vickie of Miss Vickie’s Music.
“All is OK,  except that inexplicably
there’s a snowdrift outside of my
second story apartment door.”

Gwen Crenshaw of Sign of the
Times Salon finished shoveling her
car out of a Main Street parking lot.
“Well,  that’s my workout for
today!”,  she said.

A city vehicle moves snow off the road.

A sled encased in snow in Beacon after the first significant snow of the
season.                                                                   --photo by Kristine Coulter 

Salvation Army Beacon 
provides holiday help 

By Melina Makris
BEACON—The air was cold

and the line outside the Salvation

Army in Beacon was long as resi-

dents in need came to pick up toys

and food for Christmas December

16. 

“We had a lot more new appli-

cants this year,” said Captain

Doris Gonzalez of the organiza-

tion’s annual Christmas assistance

program.

More than 200 families received

food and toys at the Salvation

Army’s Beacon office. The dis-

tributed items came largely from

donations, plus some that were

paid for with funds from the

Salvation Army’s annual kettle

drive. Running short on toys, the

agency received 150 playthings

from the Salvation Army’s

Manhattan offices. 

“We had only one-third of the

toys we needed,” Capt. Gonzalez

said. 

In a well-organized operation,

those who received assistance

registered ahead of time and

received a number that they later

used to obtain a pickup time. As

they waited outside the Salvation

Army in the biting cold, volun-

teers and Salvation Army corps

members organized the flow of

food and toys inside the building’s

chapel. 

Volunteers from Dutchess

County Healthy Families acted as

“runners” in the chapel, grabbing

bags of food from the pews on one

side and bags of toys from the

other whenever a number was

called. The DCHF volunteers

have been doing the job for five

years.

Given the state of the economy,

Capt. Gonzalez said that this

year’s distribution effort was

marked by some changes, the

major one being that a number of

parents asked for clothes for chil-

dren instead of toys. 

“It was very, very different,”

she said. 

The Salvation Army accepts

donations throughout the year and

items not useable at Christmas are

given to children and residents in

the agency’s many other pro-

grams. Toys, Capt. Gonzalez said,

are always a “safe gift” because

it’s assured they will be given to a

Volunteers from Dutchess County Healthy Families pose in the
Salvation Army chapel with bags of toys given out to families Dec. 16.
From left are: Laina Mason, Luisa Salazar, Vanessa Rodriguez, Tamika
Trotman, and Maria McCormick.

--photos by Melina Makris

child. 

Because the Salvation Army’s

soup kitchen is in the process of

being renovated, for the time

being residents are asked to call

1-800-SATRUCK (728-7825) to

make donations instead of bring-

ing items to the Beacon facility.

And though the proceeds from

this year’s kettle drive are down

about 20 percent, Capt. Gonzalez

nonetheless praised the communi-

ty’s generosity and kept a positive

attitude. 

“We thank God that we were

able to do this,” she said of the

distribution. “We are grateful to

God that he always provides.”

More than 200
families get
assistance

A resident receives a bag of toys and a smile from Salvation Army
Beacon corps Sergeant Major Linda Falcon at the Dec. 16 Christmas
assistance distribution.
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By Rich Flaherty

WAPPINGERS FALLS - The

first official winter snowstorm

turned out to be a classic Noreaster

with blizzard conditions from

strong, gusting winds that reached

between 40 and 50 miles per hour

from Sunday night into Monday

morning.

The original projection last week,

according to the computer models

from the National Weather Service,

was for the storm system to move

off the east coast, with a dusting to

a couple of inches expected. 

Weather patterns change from

day to day and new information

was gathered going into this past

weekend and the storm track

changed. The revised path for the

storm was along the east coast,

stretching from Washington, D.C.,

through the New York metro area

into Boston. 

The Hudson Valley received

between 12 to 18 inches of drifting

snow, depending on locations and

wind conditions.

Central Hudson Gas and Electric

Spokesman John Maserjian report-

ed that there were 6,900 outages

across the utility service territory in

the Hudson Valley with the bulk

located in Ulster and Greene

Counties, as of this past Monday

morning. 

He said shifting winds created

“rolling outages,” with utility crews

making repairs and moving on to

the next call.

In Dutchess County, there were

484 outages as of this past Monday

morning. There were eight in East

Fishkill, 11 outages in LaGrange,

37 in the Town of Poughkeepsie, 43

in the Town of Wappinger and

seven in the Village of Wappingers

Falls. Maserjian said the repairs

were expected to be completed by

late in the day on Monday. 

There were 70 active power out-

ages across the Central Hudson

service territory on Monday, with

most repairs expected to be com-

pleted by that evening.

Maserjian said the “winds were

persistent” from Sunday night into

Monday morning, causing scattered

power outages. He said Dutchess

County was the most heavily

impacted initially, but that changed

to Ulster and Greene Counties by

Monday morning. 

Wappingers Falls Mayor Matt

Alexander said village highway

crews were clearing roads at mid-

day on Sunday into Monday morn-

ing. “They’ll be back tonight

(Monday night) clearing the streets

from residents shoveling snow

Nor’easter wallops Hudson Valley 117 local

jobs lost

at solar

cell co.

By Kristine Coulter

Staff Writer

EAST FISHKILL — Spectra

Watt, Inc., a manufacturer and

supplier of advanced silicon pho-

tovoltaic cells to the solar indus-

try, has announced plans for lay-

offs of 117 employees at the

Hudson Valley Research Park

campus in Hopewell Junction.

The company, which constructed

its first solar cell factory in 2009

in East Fishkill, blamed the lay-

offs on the recent snowy winter in

Europe. When it first opened, the

company touted its first 60MWp

manufacturing line. 

In the release the company

states it will “conduct employee

separations” at its Route 52 loca-

tion. 

“This action is undertaken in

response to deteriorating market

conditions resulting from a harsh-

er-than-usual European winter

causing a large drop-off in

demand for solar cells,” the

release reads. 

The company’s website states

“Our research team is comprised

of some of the brightest minds in

the industry who have spent years

at places such as Stanford, UC

Berkeley, and Georgia Tech hon-

ing their research skills.”

SpectraWatt headquarters are

located 
in 

Oregon. 

SpectraWatt, according to its web-

site, was formed from assets spun

out of Intel Corporation in June of

2008. It was completed with a $50

million Series A investment from

multiple investors. 

The company had created more

than 110 jobs in Dutchess County.

The site officially opened this

spring. The company accepted the

Business Excellence Award in

Manufacturing from Dutchess

County Economic Development

Corporation last month. 

“They issued a WARN notice

based on cash-on-hand. They are

still a start-up and as such contin-

ue to operate on thin margins.

They continue to seek solutions

that would enable them to remain

in operation,” stated DCEDC

President and CEO John

MacEnroe via email.

MacEnroe said collaboration

among DCEDC, HVEDC (Hudson

Valley Economic Corporation),

TSEC (The Solar Energy

Consortium), New York state and

ESDC (Empire State

Development Corporation) con-

tinue “to help the company miti-

gate it’s issues.”

SpectraWatt was the recipient of

a research grant from the Small

Business Innovation Research

(SBIR)/Small 
Business

Technology Transfer (STTR) pro-

gram of National Science

Foundation (NSF).

“Businesses close as part of

their life cycle for various rea-

sons. The companies that Team

Dutchess works with quickly

learn, and remain convinced

throughout our relationship, that

we will bring to bear whatever

resources we have or can generate

in order to help them build their

own success. We have and will

continue to facilitate success here

in Dutchess, the Hudson Valley

and in New York,” stated

MacEnroe. 

The Hopewell Junction facility

was visited in March by United

States Secretary of Labor Hilda

Solis. 

“The company continues to pur-

sue alternatives aimed at improv-

ing its current situation and hopes

to reverse this action,” the release

concludes. 

Ken Crusie clearing a driveway with a snowblower on Park Street in

Wappingers Falls.

Ron Blake on the tractor and Shane Fulton with a shovel, clearing snow from a sidewalk on East Main Street

in Wappingers Falls.             
              

              
              

              
              

              
         --photos by Rich Flaherty

Mesier Homestead with a blanket of snow in Mesier Park in Wappingers Falls.

Seven-year-old Omar Ramos, Paula Lopez and Omar Ramos braving the cold and wind on Spring Street

in Wappingers Falls.

SpectraWatt blames

snowy European

winter for layoffs

from sidewalks and driveways,”

said Alexander.

“We were pretty lucky, because

we didn’t have a repeat (power out-

age) of last February. The weather

gave us a bit of a break,” he added.

Two separate snow storms belted

our area during the last week in

February, creating massive power

outages.

A State of Emergency was

declared in the Town of Wappinger

by Supervisor Chris Colsey at

11:40PM Sunday, after meeting

with Town Highway

Superintendent Graham Foster. 

“To keep most people off the

roads,” said Colsey. The State of

Emergency was lifted at 10AM

Monday. “All the roads were pass-

able,” added Colsey. He said the

highway crews did a terrific job

clearing the snow.

“Our crews were out on the roads

all night long,” said Beacon Mayor

Steve Gold. “We had about 15 inch-

es of powdery snow with no severe

problems.” He said the city updated

its website early Sunday afternoon

regarding warming centers and

other information for the public. 

“We learned a lot from the last

(February) snowstorm,” added

Gold.

“We did alright,” said Fishkill

Village Mayor Jim Miccio. “The

storm ended earlier than expected.

The Town (Fishkill) plows the

roads and we thank the crews for

their hard work.” 

Miccio is asking residents and

business owners in the Village of

Fishkill to clear snow away from

fire hydrants

“The guys (plow crews) did a

great job clearing the snow from

the roads,” said East Fishkill

Supervisor John Hickman. “They

finished up at noon on Monday.”

He said the major issue was the

blowing and drifting snow from the

gusting winds. “We’re ready for the

next one,” added Hickman.   

The Northern  Dutchess  News
targets Amenia, Clinton, 

Hyde Park, Milan, Millbrook, 
Pleasant Valley, Pine Plains,

Stanford, Rhinebeck 
and Red Hook.

The Southern  Dutchess  News
targets Arlington, Beekman,

Chelsea, Dover, Fishkill, East
Fishkill, Hopewell Junction,

Hughsonville, LaGrange, New
Hamburg, Pawling, Spackenkill,

Stormville, Town of Poughkeepsie,
Town of Wappinger, Union Vale
and Village of Wappingers Falls.

The Beacon  Free  Press targets
the City of Beacon and vicinity.
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1/8 page $94  . . . . . . . . . . .$88
Two papers 6 weeks  . . . . . . .13 weeks
Full page $900  . . . . . . . . . .$800
¾ page $686  . . . . . . . . . .$622
½ page $460  . . . . . . . . . .$420
¼ page $232  . . . . . . . . . .$215
1/8 page $117  . . . . . . . . . .$110
Three papers 6 weeks  . . . . . . .13 weeks
Full page $1169  . . . . . . . . .$898
¾ page $928  . . . . . . . . . .$777
½ page $626  . . . . . . . . . .$532
¼ page $316  . . . . . . . . . .$273
1/8 page $160  . . . . . . . . . .$140

Rates below are based on Column Inches

Rates below are based on ad sizes



2012 Advertising Schedule

Southern Dutchess News
& Beacon Free Press

January
11 Martin Luther King Day ads
18 Bridal supplement
25 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
25 Super bowl ads

February
1 Super bowl ads
8 Valentine's Day ads 
15 President’s Week ads 
29 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

March
7 Travel Promotion ads 
14 St. Patrick's Day
28 Easter ads/Passover ads
28 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

April
11 Home & Garden supplement
25 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

May
9 Mother's Day ads
9 WCSD Festival of the Arts
9 Home & Garden supplement
23 Memorial Day ads
30 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

June
13 Home & Garden supplement
13 Father’s Day ads
27 July 4th ads
27 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

July 4th ads

July
4 Wappinger Falls Picnic in the Park
11 Home & Garden supplement
25 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

August
15 Dutchess Fair supplement
15 Back to School ads
22 Dutchess Fair supplement
22 Back to School ads
29 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
29 Labor Day ads
29 Back to School ads

September
5 Wappinger Community Day
12 East Fishkill Community Day
12 Home & Garden supplement
26 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
26 Octoberfest ads

October
3 Octoberfest ads
3 Columbus Day ads
10 Octoberfest ads
10 Home & Garden supplement
17 Octoberfest ads
24 Halloween ads
31 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
31 Election ads

November
7 Veterans Day ads
14 Thanksgiving Day ads
21 Holiday Gift Guide 1 supplement
21 Thanksgiving Day ads
28 Healthy Lifesytles supplement

December
5 Holiday Gift Guide 1 supplement
26 Healthy Lifesytles supplement
26 Happy New Year ads

Advertise for Memorials 4 weeks before date:
Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, July 4th, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.


