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By Kate Goldsmith
With COVID-19 case rates decreas-

ing over the past week or so, the state
is taking proactive measures to help
ensure the trend continues. On Friday,
Gov. Kathy Hochul announced that
the “mask-or-vax” mandate will con-
tinue through at least Feb. 1.

In addition, SUNY and CUNY stu-
dents and faculty will be required to
receive a booster vaccination when
eligible. Those who received a Pfizer
or Moderna vaccination are eligible
for a booster at least five months after
completing their primary COVID-19
vaccination series. Those who
received Johnson & Johnson’s
Janssen vaccination are eligible for a
booster at least two months after
receiving their J&J/Janssen COVID-
19 vaccination.

Hochul also reiterated her goal of
keeping children in school by contin-
uing “test to stay” practices to mini-
mize absenteeism and learning loss
which can occur during traditional
quarantine at home. Dutchess County
Executive Marc Molinaro has 
promoted the program locally, and
recently wrote a letter to 
Hochul requesting its state-wide
implementation.

For the week ending Jan. 14, the
CDC reported cases in Dutchess
County decreased by nearly 3 percent.
The total deaths, however, numbered
14 in that time frame, an increase of
more than 50 percent.
Hospitalizations and deaths are lag-
ging indicators, because of the time
frame between infection and the point
at which an individual might need to
be hospitalized or die. The testing rate
was up by more than 45 percent over
that seven-day period.

A new statistic replaces 
positivity rate

Last week, the Dutchess County
COVID-19 Community Impact
Dashboard stopped reporting the pos-
itivity rate, which had ceased to be an
accurate indicator of transmission;
with the expansion of at-home testing,
no negative results from those tests
are being reported, so the data became
skewed and showed artificially high
percentages of positive cases. (Recall
that the positivity rate is calculated by
dividing the number of positive tests
by the number of total tests on any
given day.)

Dr. Livia Santiago-Rosado, the
county’s health commissioner, intro-
duced the new metric in a video last
week: new daily positive cases per
100,000 county residents, as reported to
the New York State Department of
Health, which provides a more accurate
picture of positive cases in the 
community.

DELAY CAN BE FATAL - GET VACCINATED NOW!

By Kristine Coulter
A plan to address the shortage of bus

drivers and truck drivers was
announced by Gov. Kathy Hochul last
week. The proposed plan would expand
the availability of road tests for
Commercial Driver License (CDOL)
applicants. 

A public hearing, which will be held
by the NYS Department of Motor
Vehicles, has been set for Wednesday,
Jan. 26. The hearing will take place
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. via WebEx.
Members of the public can make com-
ments or submit written comments
from Jan. 18 to Feb. 4 at
CDLThirdPartyTesting@dmv.ny.gov.

By Kristine Coulter
Hudson Link for Higher Education has

announced that Green Haven
Correctional Facility will be the sixth site
for its Higher Education in Prison pro-
gram, a college-in-prison program that
will start in the Spring 2022 semester. The
new program will offer the 1,300 incar-
cerated people in the maximum-security
prison a chance to earn an Associate
Degree in Individual Studies. The pro-
gram is a partnership between Hudson
Link for Higher Education, Columbia-
Greene Community College (C-GCC)
and the New York State Department of
Corrections and Community Supervision.
Students will be enrolled as C-GCC stu-
dents and take classes at Green Haven
four days a week during the evenings. 

“The original request for the expansion
of programming came from the
Department of Corrections, who wanted
to partner to expand opportunities for
people inside Green Haven Correctional
Facility,” explained Sara Alpert, Director
of Strategic Initiatives for Hudson Link.

Alpert said Program Director Joel
Jimenez was thrilled about the opportuni-
ty to start a new program at Green Haven.
Jimenez stated, “Green Haven holds an
important place in my heart. I spent eight
years there, and it is where my life began
to change for the better.” Jimenez added,
“I want to afford that to other people
behind the wall. I want them to know that
life does not end behind these walls and
bars and that Hudson Link can help to
prepare them every step of the way to
return home as contributing members to
their community.”

According to a press release from
Hudson Link, Jimenez spent twenty-two
and half years incarcerated. He graduated
as the 2010 valedictorian for Hudson

Link’s program with Mercy College at
Sing Sing.

There have been more than 120 appli-
cations for the program at Green Haven,
according to Alpert. The new session will
begin with a group of 35 for the first
semester who will be taking introductory
college classes such as English,
Mathematics, and History, said Alpert.
The remaining students will be placed on

a waitlist and start in future semesters.
One of the professors scheduled to work at

Green Haven in the spring is Jillian McRae.
McRae is a full-time English teacher at
Ossining High School in Westchester County
and is a Columbia-Greene Community
College adjunct professor.

“I am an educator at heart. For the
majority of my teaching career (20 years)

‘A dream come true’
Hudson Link to offer higher education program at Green Haven 

Program Director Joel Jimenez and Rachel Boehr, Academic Coordinator, prepare
supplies for Green Haven students. 

-Courtesy photo 

COVID-19 update

Mitigation steps
extended, positivity

rate retired as 
indicator

Local superintendents comment 
on Hochul’s plan for bus driver shortages

A plan to help alleviate the shortage of school bus drivers has been released by Gov.
Kathy Hochul.
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New educational program
at Green Haven

Continued from page 1

I have been in the high school class-
room, but I have always loved adult edu-
cation (whether that was working with
pre-service teachers, or with my col-
leagues as an instructional coach). I
think now, I am shifting more toward
adult education. Teaching high school
students has always had its challenges,
but adults typically want to be there.
There is an earnestness of engagement
and interest. I’m looking 
forward to a setting of few(er) distrac-

tions and a community who has a will-
ingness and desire to learn,” commented
McRae, via email. 

McRae will be teaching SL 110
(Cultural Diversity). “I am excited about
this course in light of our current socio-,
political, and economic context. There is
crisis and trauma all around us, and the
course will aim to uncover and analyze
the systemic and systematic underpin-
nings of injustice, marginalization,
power, privilege, and vulnerability that
is ingrained in our society,” said McRae.

Rachel Boehr will be employed by

Hudson Link as a full-time Academic
Coordinator at the facility. Boehr will be
supporting students through their aca-
demic journey and facilitating the logis-
tics of running a college program inside
a prison. 

Boehr said in the release, “Everybody
from the college to the correctional staff
has been supportive, and the students are
motivated to succeed. We’re just happy
to be facilitating that.”

One prospective student shared in the
release, “given the opportunity to obtain
higher education through this program
would be a dream come true and allow
me to enhance the skills I have been
learning while participating in [other]
programs.”

Another prospective student remarked,
“I have been in Green Haven for a little
over ten years and have taken great
strides in self-improvement, responsibil-
ity, community development, personal

development, and most importantly, the
resurgence of my character inside and
outside of the prison system. I will be
honored to enroll in Hudson Link’s
prison degree program to have the
chance to educate the younger genera-
tion, especially at-risk youth.”

McRae noted, “I hope students can
frame themselves not only as scholars
but as people who can bring about
change (and/or shifts in thinking) in their
own spheres of influence. There are so
many ways to view the world and the
issues within. I hope to create an envi-
ronment where perspectives can be
shared, challenged, acknowledged, and
supported.”

Since 1998, Hudson has partnered
with nine colleges to award more than
750 degrees across program sites. As the
program develops, Hudson Link plans to
establish a bachelor’s degree pathway at
the facility, according to the release. 

A plan to help alleviate the shortage of school bus drivers has been released by Gov. Hochul.
-Courtesy photo 

Superintendents comment on Hochul’s
plan for bus driver shortages

“It continues to be a daily challenge to
cover all of our 390 bus routes. The pro-
posal by Governor Hochul is a step in the
right direction to begin to address this
issue,” said Wappingers Central School
District (W.C.S.D.) Superintendent Dr.
Dwight Bonk. Bus drivers, he said, “have
a very challenging job, as they are
responsible for the health, welfare, and
safety of our students to and from
school.”

The W.C.S.D. have and will continue
“to advertise for Bus Driver positions as
well as instituting a driver training pro-
gram for our candidates which has been
helpful in recruitment,” said the superin-
tendent.

“We are pleased that the CDL process
can now be expedited,” commented
Aviva Kafka, Superintendent of the Hyde
Park Central School District.

Beacon City School District
Superintendent Dr. Matthew Landahl did
not respond to request for comment by
the deadline. 

“Governor Hochul’s quick and decisive
action will increase the number of school
bus driver testing sites across the state
and help to alleviate New York’s school
bus driver shortage problem,” said New
York Association for Pupil Transportation
executive director David Christophe in a
statement.

“As we continue to fight this pandemic,
we remain committed to expanding
opportunities for New Yorkers, support-
ing our schools, and doing all we can to
address the supply-chain issues that have

affected many businesses throughout our
state and country,” Hochul said. “By
enabling third parties to give the road test
for truck and bus drivers, we will create
new avenues for New Yorkers to begin
exciting careers, for our children to get to
school, and to ensure that vital goods get
where they need to be.”

“This seems like a good plan to start,
however new drivers still need time to be
trained. In addition, we do not have a pool
of candidates. There needs to be a focus
on recruitment,” stated Janet Warden,
Superintendent Red Hook Central 
School District.

The proposal can be heard during the
public hearing. According to the
Governor’s Office, the “proposal that
calls for a phased roll out of this initiative
that would initially allow other state agen-
cies and authorities that have large fleets

of commercial vehicles to begin conduct-
ing CDL road tests. The second phase
would include qualified private entities.
The DMV will establish a rigorous moni-
toring system to ensure that qualified
CDL trainers safely administer the road
tests in compliance with state and federal
regulations. The DMV will use the 
feedback gathered during the public hear-
ing to evaluate and develop an implemen-
tation plan.”

As part of the effort to assist with the
school bus driver shortages, it is proposed
that the DMV expedite the process for
obtaining a CDL by removing the 14-day
waiting period between the permit test
and the road tests. The state also increased
capacity to administer road tests and,
through cooperation with county-operated
DMV offices, to increase testing capacity
for written exams, according to the

Governor’s Office. 
DMV Commissioner Mark J.F.

Schroeder said in a press release, “We at
DMV know how important it is to have
qualified truck and bus drivers on the
road, and we are committed to doing what
we can to address the need. We look for-
ward to gathering public input at this
hearing and then acting to enable quali-
fied third parties to offer CDL road tests
to give New Yorkers greater opportunity
to take the test and to get good jobs driv-
ing these essential vehicles.”

Those interested in obtaining a
Commercial Driver License can find
more information at
https://dmv.ny.gov/commercial-drivers. 

For more information about DMV, visit
dmv.ny.gov, or follow DMV on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Continued from page 1

‘Crazy’ Gene Trifilo in
All Star Comedy Night

Three comedians will perform on
Saturday, Jan. 22. Laugh with “Crazy”
Gene Trifilo, Paul Bond and Adam Izzo.
Seating begins at 6:30 p.m. Showtime is 8
p.m. tickets are available at the Elks
Lodge, 900 Wolcott Ave., in Beacon or
call Terry at 914-204-2300. Tickets are
$30, 21 and older, appetizers and show
included. 

All are welcome. Proceeds benefit Elks
local charities. 

Dance Jam set Jan. 20
Get On Down at the Towne Crier

Dance Jam on Thursday, Jan. 20th at 7
p.m. at 379 Main St., Beacon. Enjoy a
vibrant mix of musical styles played by
DJs Rhoda and Al in the rear performance
room. Fine dining, snacks, desserts and
full bar are available.  There is a $10
admission. Proof of COVID vaccination
required.

For more information, call 845-765-
0667 or email rhodaja@optonline.net.
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Maloney, Delgado announce
$450,000 aviation grant for DCC

Representatives Sean Patrick
Maloney (NY-18) and Antonio
Delgado (NY-19) have announced
$450,000 in grant funding for
Dutchess Community College from
the Federal Aviation Administration to
support students pursuing careers in
aviation maintenance.

“Aviation maintenance is critical to
our national security and function of
the entire transportation industry. With
this grant, DCC will help students start
successful careers in this essential
trade,” said Rep. Maloney.

“Empowering young folks to take
on an education and career in the avia-
tion industry will support and maintain
our country’s transportation system for
years to come,” said Rep. Delgado. “I
am proud to join Rep. Maloney in
announcing this funding that will help
prepare New York students to pursue
aviation maintenance careers. I will

keep fighting for programs that sup-
port trade students as they enter the
workforce.”

“Dutchess Community College
already has a reputation for being one
of New York State’s leading aviation
education providers,” said DCC
President Peter Grant Jordan. “This
funding in support of our new aviation
maintenance technician programs
allows us to be a driving force in meet-
ing the workforce needs of the avia-
tion industry. We owe a special thanks
to U.S Representatives Maloney and
Delgado as well as U.S. Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer and
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand and
their teams for their vision and com-
mitment to this important grant pro-
gram, which provides us with the sup-
port we need to broaden our role as
Dutchess County’s foremost hub of
learning.”

COVID-19 update
Continued from page 1

week: new daily positive cases per
100,000 county residents, as reported to
the New York State Department of
Health, which provides a more accurate
picture of positive cases in the communi-
ty.

As of Jan. 14, Dutchess had 4,348
active cases (down from 5,683 on Jan. 7),
176 hospitalizations (up from 155 on Jan.
7) and a total of 565 deaths (up from 547
on Jan. 7). The community transmission
rate remains high - 216.87 per 100,000
residents.

Reminder: Testing, vaccination
expanded at county site

Last week, Molinaro has announced
expanded opportunities for residents to
get tested for COVID-19, with both PCR
testing options, as well as get vaccinated
against the virus at its site at the former
JCPenney store at the Poughkeepsie
Galleria.

Testing will be offered at the site
Tuesday through Friday, 1 to 7 p.m.; and
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Testing results turnaround time for
PCR testing is up to 48 hours from receipt
of testing, though the time frame can vary
based on demand. There is no out-of-
pocket cost to residents for either of these
testing options.

COVID-19 vaccinations, including
booster shots, are now available on the
lower level of the JCPenney site on

Tuesdays from 1 to 4 p.m., in addition to
the previously scheduled days, expanding
access to vaccine on the following days
and times:

• Tuesday, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
• Thursday, 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
• Saturday, 9 a.m. to noon
Dr. Santiago-Rosado said, “Since

COVID-19 vaccines were first available a
year ago, we’ve seen the impact they’ve
made – lessening the severity of cases and
reducing hospitalizations and deaths.
With omicron now the dominant variant
across the nation, we urge residents more
than ever to get fully vaccinated and
receive their booster, when eligible. We
are expanding access to these life-saving
vaccines, knowing the importance they
make on our community, and we are
hopeful even more residents will choose
to get vaccinated.”

New York State Department of Health
is supporting the expansion of testing and
vaccination opportunities, providing
additional vaccinators and test adminis-
trators to support the county’s JCPenney
site.

Molinaro said, “We are grateful to the
NYS DOH for these additional resources
and encourage residents to take advantage
of our testing and vaccination opportuni-
ties to protect themselves and their fami-
lies.”

For more information on COVID-19,
including testing, vaccinations, booster
shots, current guidance and much more,
visit www.DutchessNY.gov/Coronavirus.

Hudson Valley Pattern for Progress
appoints Adam Bosch as

President and Chief Executive Officer
The board of directors at Hudson Valley

Pattern for Progress today announced the
appointment of Adam Bosch to be the orga-
nization’s next president and chief executive
officer. Bosch, a lifelong resident of the
Hudson Valley, worked as a journalist, col-
lege professor, and policy analyst across the
region before joining the senior leadership
team of the New York City water supply
system. He will become Pattern’s sixth pres-
ident since the organization was founded in
1965. 

“I am excited to lead the team at Pattern
for Progress during a time when the Hudson
Valley faces so many challenges and oppor-
tunities,” Bosch said. “Our region has long
trusted Pattern to develop plans and policies
that are based on objective research, steering
our communities toward a more prosperous
and equitable future. I’m eager to amplify
the work of Pattern’s talented staff by collab-
orating with leaders across the region who
have the passion and authority to turn our
research into action.” 

“As Pattern enters into this next chapter of
its history, I am excited to work with our
new President and CEO Adam Bosch, our
talented staff, and our committed and dedi-
cated board of directors,” said Anthony
Campagiorni, Chair of the Pattern for
Progress Board of Directors.  “Adam is the
right leader for Pattern at this moment.  He
has demonstrated success in developing
actionable research for the region, he brings
an exciting vision for the Hudson Valley and
Pattern’s role in advancing that vision, and
he demonstrates an inspiring passion that
will undoubtedly attract new individuals and
organizations to Pattern’s critical mission.”  

“Adam is the perfect choice to lead
Pattern for Progress at this important time
for the Hudson Valley,” said Jonathan

Adam Bosch

Drapkin, who stepped down as president of
Pattern in December after leading the organ-
ization for 15 years. “Throughout his career,
Adam has built many strong relationships
across the region. Those who have worked
with Adam respect and trust him for his
savvy advice, creative thinking and ability to
knit issues together.  Adam is a thorough
researcher and an articulate communicator
who will help the region assess where it was
before the pandemic, and where it needs to
go in the future. Pattern was indeed fortunate
to attract Adam to this vital position.”

Bosch will join Pattern for Progress on
Jan. 31. He can be reached at
abosch@pfprogress.org.

Ongoing breast cancer support
groups scheule meetings

Breast Cancer Options provides direct
services in the Hudson Valley counties of
Columbia, Dutchess, Greene, Orange,
Sullivan and Ulster. Its Zoom support groups
welcome survivors from all over, and the
organization provides information to sur-
vivors no matter where they live.

ONGOING PROGRAMS 
AND SERVICES

Peer-Led Support Groups:
Free free to join any online group meeting

using the Zoom mobile apps or desktop
applications for Windows and Mac.

Join a meeting using one of
these methods:

1. Enter the meeting ID number and
your display name.

2. Select if you would like to connect
audio and/or video and tap Join Meeting.

3. The Password to join any group is:
BCO101.

CORNWALL/BEACON BREAST
CANCER SUPPORT GROUP

1st Monday, 6-7:30 p.m.
Register in advance for this meeting:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/regis-
ter/uJQkdOuurDgqaVz5r3KxoZdDOaMh9i
aWjw

After registering, you will receive an
email with information about joining t
he meeting.

METASTATIC BREAST
CANCER MEETING

2nd Monday, 6:30 p.m.
Register in advance for this meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/regis-

ter/tZclcumqqTMoGtU6EJ8XX4_murVrjl
H_xGhl

After registering, you will receive an
email with information about joining the
meeting.

METASTATIC BREAST
CANCER MEETING

4th Monday, 6:30 p.m.
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/

r e g i s t e r / t Z Q q c -
uhpjwuAYdvO6TGRWfUwVQ7hMAeEQ

After registering, you will receive an
email with information about joining the
meeting.
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HV Alzheimer’s Association chapter
offers helpline, Alzheimer’s warning signs

The Alzheimer’s Association Hudson
Valley chapter has a variety of programs
and services available for the general pub-
lic and for families living with dementia.
Due to health concerns related to COVID-
19, most of these are currently being pro-
vided virtually or by phone.

The Association’s 24/7 Helpline at
800.272.3900 is always available to
answer any questions and concerns.
Typically, during and after the holidays,
the number of calls increase when people
who recently visited friends and family
that they haven’t seen in a while notice
changes in their loved ones. The Helpline
is an ideal place to find answers and
resources for additional assistance.

“Helpline calls often lead to local refer-
rals to our chapter for additional
resources, such as free education pro-
grams and personalized family care con-
sultations,” said Meg Boyce, Vice
President of Programs and Services for
the Hudson Valley Chapter.

“As our loved ones age, we often attrib-
ute memory loss to a normal aging,
although some behaviors or signs of cog-
nitive decline may result from something
more severe. Boyce noted it can be tempt-
ing to remain in denial about such
changes in a loved one’s behavior, but that
putting off a diagnosis can add to difficul-
ties down the road.

“Alzheimer’s is not a normal part of
aging. It is a progressive disease, in which
the symptoms gradually worsen over
time,” she said. “Ignoring signs of cogni-
tive impairment out of fear or denial can
lead to greater heartache and the possible
worsening of the situation.”

The Alzheimer’s Association Hudson
Valley Chapter encourages families to
keep the 10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s
in mind:

• Memory changes that disrupts daily
life, such as forgetting important events

• Challenges in planning or solving

problems, such as keeping track of
monthly bills

• Difficulty completing familiar tasks,
such as driving to routine places

• Confusion with time or place
• Trouble understanding visual images

and spatial relationships
• New problems with words in speaking

or writing
• Misplacing things and being unable to

retrace steps, such as putting keys in the
freezer

• Decreased or poor judgment, such as
giving large sums of money to telemar-
keters

• Withdrawal from work or social activ-
ities, and forgetting how to work on a
favorite hobby

• Changes in mood and personality,
such as becoming angry or fearful for
seemingly no reason

“If you notice someone struggling with
a familiar task, it’s important to reach out
to their healthcare providers,” Boyce said.
“Early diagnosis is crucial, as it gives the
person living with the disease and their
family more time to plan for the future, as
well as the opportunity take advantage of
some drugs that can help manage symp-
toms in the early stage.”

The association offers free educational
programs for the general public with
advice on recognizing warning signs, how
to live a healthy lifestyle to reduce the risk
of developing dementia, information on
legal and financial planning and more.
Educational programs

for those directly affected include
advice on managing care throughout the
disease, common dementia-related behav-
iors and how communication changes as
the disease progresses. Live programs via
Zoom or phone can be found by searching
by zip code at alz.org/crf. Pre-recorded
educational programs are available any-
time at: alz.org/help-support/resources/
care-training-resources.

Wappinger receives one of 17 state grants for
wastewater collection system improvement

Governor Kathy Hochul announced $23
million in grants to help improve water qual-
ity across New York State while mitigating
the effects of climate change. Through the
New York State Environmental Facilities
Corporation's Green Innovation Grant
Program, $20.8 million is being awarded to
17 projects that incorporate green storm
water infrastructure, as well as implement
energy and water efficiency measures. An
additional $2.5 million in Engineering
Planning Grants will help jumpstart planning
for 56 water infrastructure projects. The
funding is part of the $750 million
announced for Round XI of the Governor's
Regional Economic Development Council
initiative. Of the 17 Green Innovation Grant
Program projects, 13 projects worth $17.9
million will impact Environmental Justice
Communities. 

Among the projects awarded a grant:
• Town of Wappinger - $100,000 to iden-

tify sources of inflow and infiltration in the
Mid-Point Park Sewer District, evaluate

alternatives, and recommend improvements
to the wastewater collection system.

The Green Innovation Grant Program
(GIGP) supports projects across the state that
utilize unique EPA-designated green
stormwater infrastructure design and create
cutting-edge green technologies.
Competitive grants are awarded annually to
projects that improve water quality and mit-
igate the effects of climate change through
the implementation of green practices,
including green stormwater infrastructure,
energy efficiency and water efficiency.  

Engineering Planning Grants (EPG) help
eligible communities afford and start the crit-
ical planning process so they can be better
prepared to seek financing to help them
complete their water infrastructure projects.
Grants of up to $100,000 are available to
develop an engineering report that identifies
problems and potential solutions. These
grants have helped municipalities across the
state to complete 350 engineering reports
since the program's inception in 2012.

Mount to host graduate
admission event Jan. 26
Mount Saint Mary College will be host-

ing a virtual information session for those
interested in exploring the college’s grad-
uate programs in Business, Education,
and Nursing on Wednesday, Jan. 26.

The Graduate Showcase will be held at
5 p.m. via Zoom. Register at

msmc.edu/gradshowcase.
Meet with the college’s dedicated graduate

admissions counselors to have your questions
answered, learn about what a master’s degree
program entails, and even apply for free.

For questions, email gradadmis-
sions@msmc.edu.

County health meeting set for Jan. 20
The Dutchess County Board of Health

will hold its meeting on Thursday, Jan. 20,
virtually using Microsoft Teams, at 4 p.m.

To listen to the meeting, call 1-516-268-
4602 and enter the Conference ID num-
ber: 723 279 553#.

Mount offering Open House Jan. 30
Mount Saint Mary College is offering

an Open House event for all interested
students on Sunday, Jan. 30 from 9:30

a.m. to 1 p.m.
Those interested may register at

www.msmc.edu/OpenHouse.

NY Public school retiree
pensions set new record

Albany, NY — Average pension 
benefits for newly retired public educa-
tors outside New York City reached a
record high of $73,552 last year,
according to data posted last week at
SeeThroughNY.net.

The figures are from the New York
State Teachers’ Retirement System
(NYSTRS), which covers school pro-
fessionals across most of the state.

The 2,685 members of NYSTRS
who retired during the 2020-21 school
year with at least 30 years of credited
service time are eligible for a maxi-
mum pension benefit averaging
$73,552, up from $71,074 for the
2019-20 retiree cohort.

More than ten percent of these new
retirees (289) are eligible for six-figure
pensions, the highest being the
$271,275 maximum benefit earned by
former Locust Valley School District
Superintendent, Dr. Anna Hunderfund.

Reflecting regional salary differ-
ences, average pensions among the
new retirees are highest among those
retiring from New York City suburban
districts. The Long Island region had
the highest average pension at $94,108,
as shown in the table below. The top
five individual pensions also belong to
retirees from schools in either Nassau
or Westchester counties.

Average Eligible Benefit for 2020-
21 NYSTRS Retirees with Over 30
Years of Experience

Region Number Avg. Benefit
Capital 271 $63,592
Central New York 224   $56,670
Finger Lakes 263 $61,754
Long Island 713 $94,108
Mid-Hudson 520 $83,668
Mohawk Valley 118 $57,785
North Country 108 $54,946
Southern Tier 196 $55,148
Western New York 272 $63,060
Total 2,685 $73,553
The average maximum pension for

the entire cohort of 5,461 newly retired
NYSTRS members is $55,017. That
broader average includes both part-
and full-time public school teachers,
many of whom attained only a mini-
mum five-year vesting requirement
before leaving the system.

Among all NYSTRS members earn-
ing benefits in 2020-21 (both new
retirees and earlier ones), 4,061 are eli-
gible for six-figure pension benefits.
Other six-figure pensioners included
50 retirees eligible for benefits of
$200,000 to $300,000, and four eligi-
ble for pensions exceeding $300,000.

These data are made public thanks to
the Empire Center’s successful court
challenges against efforts by public
agencies to conceal information from
taxpayers. The Center remains
involved in litigation to protect and
expand the public’s ability to examine
public pensions and spending.
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The following students are on the
Rombout Middle School honor roll for the
1st quarter of the 2021-22 school year. The
students are:

PRINCIPAL’S HONOR ROLL:
8th Grade: Nadeen Ahmed, Alianna

Alijaj, Farhana Antora, Patrick Apmann,
Alexander Browning, Parker Capawana,
Skylar Clair, Christian Clay, Peter Cohen,
Tye Elias, Marisah George, Zenia Haris,
Christina Hernandez, Ruby Hotchkiss,
Everly Jordan, Alina Joseph, Gabrielle
Khalil, Aidan Kinsley, Griffin Kitzrow,
Aron Li, Alma Mart, Oscar McKible,
Alexander Pascal, Liliana Rybak, Kayla
Selander, Matthew Tumidaj, Juan Tutasi Jr.,
Addison Zittel.  

7th Grade: Mikayla Acevedo, Cecilia
Allee, Maayan Alon, Lauren Antonucci,
Savannah Brace, Juniper Breault, Danica
Brennen, Jerry Chen, Terry Chen, Shannon
Colandrea, Emily Coldrick, Theodore
Concepcion, Mateo Cruz, Haziel Decena
Meran, Victoria Diaz, Travis Dickston,
Ka'Dera Elliott, Elijah Epps, Tyler Evans,
Khordae Facey, Fionn Fehilly, Hailey Fish,
William Flynn, Khloe Franklin, Brandon
Fremer, Valeria Garcia, Kayla Gerardes,
Emilio Guerra, Elma-Taherin Hassan,
Abigail Haydt, Madeleine Hayes, Miguel
Herrera, Reinabelle Jaafar, Shaun Jabar,
Ruby King, Wenang Kobarsih, Katelyn
Kong, Lily Mack, Yadriana Manzano
Cabello, Asha Marcus, Ethan Maxaner,
Victoria McKay, Isaac McKible, Shyanne
McNair, Lily Murr, Lyris Pennock, Sabine
Perez, Sarah Ramkalawon, Lillian Ray,
Stella Reinke, John Rose, Charlotte Rossi,
Katherine Sendelbach, Livia Simons,
Tabitha Smith-White, Januario Stageman,
Harper Strang, Jesiah Swanigan, Elliott
Thorne, Gavin Troiano, Isaac Tschang,
Farrah VanCott, Rudolph Vergolina, Jesse
Vermeulen, Fabiola Vogrincic, Aslynn Way,
Lila Welsh, Parker White, Julie
Whittemore. 

6th Grade:  Owen Allee, Jesse
Apostolou, Caden Balfour, Breannah
Brace, Gavin Bruno, Engel Cabrejo, Skylar
Carr, Claire Cumming, Vaughn Davis, Jake
DeLuise, Evelyn DePalma, Ryan DiNobile,
Saoirse Fehilly, Christa George, Henry
Greenberg, Mckenna Griffin, Henry Gute,
Maeve Haley, Fareed Iddris, Drew Kelly,
Maximilian Kong, Christopher Lee, Mia
Lentini, Heidi Maeng, Justin Mann,
Victoria Maruggi, Oliver Meyer, Claire
Morgan, Henry Mulligan, Sigil Netboy,
Zora Nicholls, Sofia Posso Salcedo, Nour
Raouf Said, Maeve Rinaldi, Giana
Rodriguez, Isabella Ruffy, Nathaniel

Salvati, Evangeline Santise, Benjamin
Seaman, Shane Signorelli, Hunter Smith,
Gonzalo Soria Velecela, Caellum Tripaldi,
Derek Waltke, Caleb Wells-McGurk,
Hayden Wilson, Owen Youatt, Josefine
Zezza.

HIGH HONOR ROLL
8th Grade: Mira Bagriyanik, Grace

Beston, James Bouchard III, Ella Brill,
Samuel Callan, Lola Ciccone, Erin Cleary,
Alistair Cunningham, Kiera D'Ippolito,
Diego Dickinson Case Leal, Teo Fairbanks,
Isabella Galbo, Ayden Gilleo, Kayla
Hammond, Natalie Hayden, Daisy Herrera,
Dylan Hetrick, Milo Isabell, Vincent Joao
Jr., Oren Kelleher, Maceo Koerner, Savana
Kush, Ryan Landisi, Josiah Lind, Anthony
Lopez, Brayden Manning, Julia McGuire-
Soellner, Anselm McKee, Jahsaia Monelle,
Aiden Montleon, Nolan O'Malley, Adrien
Okoye, Richie Omira, Stori Owen, Roman
Proft, Victoria Reyes-Miele, Jonathan
Richards, Mikaela Sanchez, Zachary
Schetter, Katrina Skorewicz, Aiden
Spiecker, Jonathan Trentacosta, Marcos
Velasco, George Walker, Alexander
Young.  

7th Grade:  Savannah Acuti, Jay Adams,
Lily Amundson, Molly-Rose Archer,
Dakota Barden, Emma Bellis, Tamirnesh
Bernstein, Casey Brandstrom, Hartley
Brickman, Shea Bullers, Myasia Burch,
Michael Cahill, Anthony-Joseph Cathers,
Angeleah Decker, Naim Dika, Daniel
Echevarria, Adriana Fazioli, Hudson
Fontaine, Olivia Gilleo, Maliah Graham,
Cole Heath, Elidonya Hudson, Ryan
Huynh, Hailee Jennings, Richard Johnson
Jr., Gabriel Khan, Syeira Kozlik, Bria
Lopez, Yianniz Male, Arianna Malinowski,
Ryan Mowen, Ray Noble IV, Lilly Pendley,
Nicholas Perry, Brady Philipbar, Amari
Powell, Abbey Premuto, Olivia Reynolds,
Julian Rivers, Noah Sanderson, Za'layni
Shand, Caeleb Smith, Samirah Smith,
Savannah Steinman, Madison Thompson,
Kiarra Tice, Brevin Timm, Vincent Tonyes
Jr., Nolan Varricchio, Slater Way. 

6th Grade:  Mark Aakjar III, Kendall
Adnams, Jacqueline Albra, Kiersten
Barber, Lily Berry, Skye Brooks-Brown,
Michai Brown, Jayla Bunch, Wyatt Burgos,
Erica Cabrera, Hawah Camara, Sarah
Camara, Anthony Castano, Henry
Cerchiara, Piper Clark, Zooey Dedring,
Eva DeJesus Calle, Andrea Delgado,
Joseline Duran, Fiyinfoluwa Egieya,
Abilena Eriksmoen, Leah Fahlman, Kyle
Fairbanks, Liani Garcia, Annabel
Goodman, Tania Griffin, Zoe Hammond,

R.M.S announces honor students for 1st quarter 
Jayden Harrison, Troi Harvey Semple,
Alejandro Herrera, Brianna Hunt, Mikayla
Jolly, Odell Lowery, Josue Martell, Ruby
Martin, Edwin Martinez Jr., Braelyn
Milligan, Elise Moran, Catherine
Musorofiti, Payton O'Connell, Brandon
O'Dell, Mohammad Rahman, Caleb
Ramirez, Luis Ramon, James Reyes,
Daimon Rivera, Khloe Roci, Thalia
Rodriguez, Antonio  See, Joshua Tonyes,
Eliot Waterman, Cayden Williams, Jude
Williams, Trey Zapencki, Nicholas Zippo. 

HONOR ROLL
8th Grade:  Ashland Assael, Emanuele

Bagala, Jahcier Ballard, Logan Blum,
Jayden Bostick, Lacianna Brown, Serenity
Bunn, Mirianjelis Chavez, Emmanuel
Dickinson Case Leal, Sofia Domanski,
Gabriel Godbee, Jazmine Gonzalez
Aguilar, Kylee Graff, Michael Jones,
Cameron Just, Taylor Kelliher, Eric Kruze,
Kiran Kumar, Carlos Lampon III, Frankie
Lin, Tania Lindsay, Quincy Miles, Annalea
Miller, Eli Netboy, Jaiere Newton, Aiden
Nieves, Annabelle Notarthomas, Michael
Ramos, Jaiden Rivera, Jalaysia Robinson,
Thomas Senior, Desirae Smith, Noah
Spiak, Clive Stewart, Mya Wright. 

7th Grade: Ziarra Beamon, Caroline
Bell, Giovanna Bottiglieri, Giovanni

Bowley, Aniyah Brown, Jayden
Concepcion, Naomi Conklin, Jason David,
Bryanna Deleon, Christopher Diaz, Leo
Garcia, Austin Halley, Julian Hannah,
Aiden Heaton, Ava Lassiter, Jayden
Lassiter, Jayshon Lopez, Gianna Mercer,
Lakota Newman, Logan Nicholson,
Adryanna Pantojas, Brianne Papo, Selena
Perez-Sample, Devon Pipkin, Samuel
Riquelme Jr., Marciano Rodriguez, Stella
Sheehy, Jazier Smith, Jamir Spence,
Adryanah Sweat, Connor Varricchio,
Maikol Ventura Encarnacion, Brady Way,
Andrew Whittemore, Ny'el Woods, Piper
Yewchuck, Ysabella Zappala. 

6th Grade:  Femmie Akinwunmi, Kiann
Allen, Benjamin Betancourt, Noa
Buckland, Janyia Burch, Jennifer Chacon,
Lia Cosentino, Ramon Dewey-Brink,
Chanel Dickey, Kaileigh Edie, Kaemani
Facey, Kareem Fandi, Richard Ferdinand,
Trinity Gill, Enid Hernandez, Melody
Longino, Ziryab Malik, Shayne Maxaner,
Gabriel Montleon, Ismael Munoz, Olivia
Ortiz, Sofien Oueslati Bourgeois, Stephanie
Ramon, Delano Rigby Jr., David Segarra
Jr., Angel Silva, Vardan Singh, Shea
Tanaka, Sophia Tomasik Dume, Eliza
Verdichizzi, Az'Rel Vergo, Julie Vogrincic,
Luna Yawman.  

Working together, we can end veteran homelessness
When we created the VetZero project in

2019, our mission was in the name: Our goal
was zero veteran suicides and zero veteran
homelessness in our community, and some
day, in our country. That goal might sound
naïve to some, but we believe anything’s
possible if we all work together.

We’ve long assumed the ongoing COVID
pandemic would have a negative impact on
the number of veterans experiencing home-
lessness in America, but there has been no
hard data to support that assumption, until
now. Recently the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development, known as
HUD, released its annual report on home-
lessness, and the number of veterans experi-
encing homelessness is going back up again,
after a long period of decline.

Over the previous decade, the number of
homeless veterans in America was basically
cut in half, from about 75,000 in 2009 to a
low of around 40,000 in 2020. That was due
to a growth of both public awareness and
also government funding of programs that
support our veterans. But now, according to
that recent HUD report, that downward trend
has been halted over these past two years of
the pandemic.

Even before I walked across America, I
knew what it feels like to be a homeless vet-
eran. When I got my discharge from the
Navy back in 1997, I found myself in a
strange city with no friends or family, no real
support, and no real plan as to what I was
going to do next. I was lost. All my friends

were on the ship I had called home for years.
I had no home of my own and very little
money in the bank, even though I found
work at a local hardware store. Luckily, after
a few months I managed to enroll in a grad-
uate program with the help of the G.I. Bill,
but I will always remember the fear and
depression I experienced during that time.

Oftentimes we can get jaded when we
think about the mounting problems facing
our veterans. After all, we see the same
issues day in and day out, and sometimes we
just figure those issues will never get better.
At least, not in our lifetimes. But that’s sim-
ply not true. Think about it: between 2009
and 2020 we basically halved the number of
veterans experiencing homelessness in
America. That’s amazing. And now it’s our
mission to keep that downward trend going
after the COVID pandemic ends. We should-
n’t stop until that number reaches zero.

Did you know there are 82 communities
across America that have indeed reached
“zero” for homeless veterans? Places like
Houston and New Orleans have declared an
end to veteran homelessness. Now, I’m sure
those numbers won’t stay at zero every sin-
gle day, but it shows these communities are
taking a stand. It shows they are being proac-
tive with supporting our veterans in need.
And that’s a comforting thought.

Many of our veterans experiencing home-
lessness will be invisible to the untrained
eye. Most homeless veterans do not fit that
tired stereotype of a ragged old vet sitting on

Liberty Station in Poughkeepsie is operated by Hudson River Housing and is
Dutchess County's only dedicated veteran shelter. 

-Courtesy photo

DISPATCHES FROM THE VFW                                                                                                                 by Tom Zurhellen

the side of the road with a cardboard sign.
No, most homeless veterans have jobs, and
they have the same problems and responsi-
bilities we all have in life. As we have said
before, veterans do not ask for help, especial-
ly when they need it. But that goal of zero
veteran homelessness is within our reach, if
we all work together.

Thanks for listening! See you next time!

A Navy veteran, Tom Zurhellen has been
Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) in Poughkeepsie for the past three
years. In the summer of 2019, he walked
across America from Portland, Oregon, to
Poughkeepsie to raise awareness on veteran
suicide and veteran homelessness in our
country. He continues to work with local vet-
erans in need through the VetZero Project, in
partnership with Hudson River Housing.
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County Players to hold 
CP2 Readers Theatre Series auditions

County Players, one of the longest run-
ning community theatre companies in the
area, has announced open auditions on
Sunday, Jan. 23 for two shows being
offered during the CP2 Readers Theatre
Series. Auditions will be held at their
County Players Falls Theatre at 
2681 W. Main Street in the Village of
Wappingers Falls.

The October Mini-Festival #3:
Reading #1: “Grand Concourse”, by

Heidi Schreck, directed by Dorothy
Luongo. Auditions are 1 – 3 p.m.
Characters: 4 - Shelley–late 30s;
Emma–19; Oscar–late 20s-30s. Latino;
Frog–50s-60s. Specifically seeking a
diverse cast for this production. Actors of
all ethnic and racial backgrounds are
encouraged to attend.

Reading #2: “Uncanny Valley”, by
Thomas Gibbons, directed by Kristin
Battersby Auditions are 3 – 5 p.m.
Characters: 2 Claire – a neuroscientist,
60s-70s; Julian – an artificial human, 
mid 30’s.

Actors of all ages, genders, and ethnic-
ities are encouraged. Audition informa-
tion including performance dates, CP
audition Form, character breakdowns,
any sides, and forms are available online,
visit countyplayers.org/cp2-auditions/

COVID protocol
At this time all actors, crew must be

fully vaccinated. Please wear a mask and
be prepared to show proof of vaccination
upon arrival. The stage manager will pro-
vide the audition form (or you may down-
load it from this page, print, fill it out, and

get growing!                                                    by mark adams

The Biobay
Vacation ends on a glowing note

Staggering along a four-mile stretch of
Avenida Isla Verde in San Juan, Puerto
Rico, I was on a mission to find a bottle of
real champagne for our New Year’s Eve
celebration. Liquor is sold in every store in
Puerto Rico – gas stations, souvenir shops,
drug stores. But the closest they come to
champagne is sparkling wine, Cold Duck
or Persecco. Where was the Veuve
Clicquot, the Tattengier and the Mumm
Cordon Rouge? It was beginning to feel
like “The Lost Weekend.” Then I was
given a tip to try to the giant Publix super-
market. After a circuitous detour, there it
was – a chilled liter of Moet & Chandon
Brut Imperial!

Next morning, recovering from a less
than memorable New Year’s Eve celebra-
tion in the lobby of the Holiday Inn, I
began to realize that I would need some
kind of activity to make this trip memo-
rable. More than a bike ride or a walk in the
national park. In the hot tub back at the
Hotel El Convento, some tourists had been
raving about the “biobay,” supposedly one
of the seven wonders of the natural world.

So, after renting a car, Sue and I were off
on our latest adventure.

Bioluminescence is the production and
emission of light by a living organism
(think fireflies). Dinoflagellates, single-
celled algae, are responsible for a blue
glow in the Mosquito Bay on the Island of
Viques, Puerto Rico. Mosquito Bay, a
national natural landmark, is considered to
be the best example of bioluminescence in
the Caribbean, if not in the world.

I signed up for a biobay kayak tour with
an outfit called Malayas Tours. Now we
had to get to Viques, an island off the east
coast of mainland Puerto Rico. Not as easy
as it sounds. The 1 p.m. ferry was sold out,

so after parking the rental car in the deso-
late town of Ceiba, we sat on metal folding
chairs at the terminal waiting for the 5:30
ferry, then hired a taxi to rush to Lazy
Jack’s Bar and Grill, where we met our
guide. As usual in Puerto Rico, our COVID
vaccine certificates were scrutinized before
we could buy a diet coke (Sue) or a
Budweiser (me).

We were in luck. By 7 p.m., the night
was pitch black, thanks to the new moon,
after a brilliant sunny day – perfect condi-
tions for a bioluminescent show. A short
van ride took our group of six tourists
down a muddy track to the edge of the bay,
where loads of glass bottomed kayaks were
filling up with adventurers from various
tour groups. Sue and I hopped into our tan-
dem kayak and shoved off into the bay.

Tiny blue stars speckled the underside of
our craft, and every stroke of the paddle
turned up hundreds of thousands of bright
blue dinoflagellates. Run a hand through
the water and you catch hundreds in your
palm. Our guide pointed out the constella-
tions in the pitch black sky above.

Two hours later we were back at Lazy
Jack’s for our only meal of the day. By the
time we finished, no taxis were running, so
we got a ride from “Moses,” one of the
hopefully not too drunk bar patrons, to a
hotel near the ferry terminal.

A couple of days later, friends we were
visiting in Rock Ledge, Florida, suggested
we take the two hour “ecotour” of the Indian
River Lagoon Estuary System. We boarded
a little pontoon boat with Capt. CJ Enneking
and his wife Jane, cruising along the shores
of the 177,000-acre Merritt Island Wildlife
Refuge. The former NASA Kennedy Space
Center was sited on the wildlife refuge (how
was that allowed?), abandoned and then

Great Blue Heron in Puerto Rico.
-Photo by Sue Adams

revitalized as a launch site by Jeff Bezos,
Elon Musk and Richard Branson, all com-
peting to put a man on Mars.

We saw lots of Lagoon Bottlenose
Dolphins, a subspecies only six feet long.
A flock of 500 roseate spoonbills winged
overhead. White pelicans roosted on the
shore, twice the size of the common brown
pelican. Bald eagles, herons, ospreys and
of course alligators abounded. But mana-
tees are scarce, and getting scarcer, as their
only food, aquatic sawgrass, disappears
from the bay, for various reasons.

All in all, the lagoon is home to 42,000
species of plants and animals, including
400 different fish. We even saw biolumi-
nescent jellyfish, but they weren’t glowing
in the daylight.

Now it’s back to our greatest adventure
of all – growing flowers!

Mark Adams is an agricultural advisor to
the Dutchess County Executive,
Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney,
Dutchess County B.O.C.E.S. and Cornell
University.

bring it with you to the audition.) Once
inside the theatre you may be unmasked
(if fully vaccinated) and/or to read for the
audition.

Schedule: Be prepared to list all possi-
ble conflicts. Rehearsal schedule will be
respectful of performers’ time and con-
flicts. Please note, due to COVID restric-
tions, fully vaccinated actors planning to
audition are asked to carefully consider
travel out of state during rehearsals or per-

formances. County Players will follow
current CDC guidelines for domestic and
international travel restrictions for 

Fully vaccinated individuals:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/travelers/index.html. Note: There
are separate sections for both domestic
and international travel which are updated
as Covid-19 levels fluctuate.

Hudson Valley Credit Union sponsors
County Players’ 64th Season. CP2 Readers

Theatre Silver Sponsor is Stewart’s Shops,
Bronze Sponsor is Lawrence J. Paggi, PE,
PC. This project is made possible, in part,
through funding from the Dutchess County
Executive Office and administered by Arts
Mid-Hudson.

County Players is in the Village of
Wappingers Falls at 2681 W. Main Street.
For more information, visit
CountyPlayers.org.
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Molinaro announces $1.5M in agency partner grant awards
Dutchess County Executive Marc

Molinaro recently announced a total of
$1.5 million in funding awards for 34 pro-
grams as part of the 2022 Agency Partner
Grant (APG) Program, which provides
funding opportunities for local 501(c)(3)
organizations on a biennial basis through
a competitive grant process based on an
organization’s ability to demonstrate they
fulfill an unmet community need.
Entering its 10th year, the APG program
provides vital support to strengthen local
communities by funding youth develop-
ment, homeless prevention, workforce
development, mental health and wellness,
and literacy programs, among other criti-
cal needs.

Molinaro said, “Our Agency Partner
Grant Program has proven to be effective
at addressing and responding to critical
community needs. I thank the Dutchess
County Legislature for continuing to sup-
port this vital program and the nonprofit
agencies that work tirelessly to provide
services and programs for young people,
families and seniors. As we navigate the
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, we
are grateful to have the ability to provide
continued funding for programs that are
essential to the individuals they serve.”

Dutchess County received a total of 41
applications, requesting more than $2 mil-
lion in funding. With support from the
Dutchess County Legislature, $1.5 mil-
lion was allocated in the 2022 Dutchess
County Budget for the APG program. A
portion of the grant funding awards has
been designated specifically for library
programming through the Dutchess Reads
initiative, which was launched in 2018 to
promote reading throughout Dutchess
County by overcoming barriers to literacy.

Projects funded through the 2022
Agency Partner Grant Program include:

Boys & Girls Club of Newburgh, Inc.* -
$100,000 to continue implementation of a
comprehensive afterschool program, The
Afterschool Project, which targets the aca-
demic, social and behavioral development of
youth in the City of Poughkeepsie.

Catholic Charities Community Services
of Dutchess County - $35,000 to provide
a Homeless Prevention Case Management
Program, which offers emergency rental
assistance, financial literacy education,
crisis intervention, and comprehensive
case management services to promote
long-term housing stability for low-
income families in Dutchess County.

Chamber Foundation, Inc. - $77,192 for
the Next-Gen Career Academy, a youth
workforce development program benefit-
ing high school juniors and seniors, with
priority given to low-income and under-
served youth, providing students with
paid work experience and on-the-job
training in work readiness skills.

Community Based Services, Inc. -
$33,900 to support Transitional Planning
for Parents of Children with Disabilities,
which educates parents and caregivers on
available programs and resources for chil-
dren with disabilities who are aging out of
school-based programs, as well as collab-
orating with schools to reach individuals
who may benefit from participation in
programs offered by local special needs
agencies.

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Dutchess County - $71,027 to continue
supporting 4-H Youth Development:
Literacy Assistance for All, which pre-

pares youth of all abilities with financial
literacy, writing comprehension, public
speaking and leadership skills to succeed
as they transition into adulthood.

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Dutchess County - $20,000 to support the
Family Budgeting Project, which will
partner with youth workforce investment
and parent groups to empower youth,
adults and families with the necessary
skills and practices for long-term financial
stability, as well as educate the senior
community about elder fraud.

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Dutchess County - $109,273 to continue
supporting Green Teen and No Child Left
Inside: Developing Youth Potential
Through Work-Based Learning, which
broadens youth exposure to environmen-
tal science, provides outdoor workforce
development opportunities, and promotes
health outcomes.

Cornell Cooperative Extension
Dutchess County - $50,000 to continue
supporting the evidence-based Parenting
and Support Education (PASE) program,
which enhances parenting skills by utiliz-
ing a hands-on learning approach suitable
for all literacy levels.

Dutchess County Pride Center -
$23,650 to expand the Teen Drop-In pro-
gram to provide services year-round, giv-
ing LGBTQ+ teens access to affirming
adults and safe spaces to increase self-
esteem, lower anxiety, improve school
performance and create greater communi-
ty engagement.

Dutchess Outreach - $20,600 to provide
affordable, healthy and locally produced
fresh food options to the general public
for sale through the Dutchess Outreach
Fresh Market and provide free produce
offerings to pantry patrons.

Exodus Transitional Community** -
$65,000 to support an evidence-based
Reentry Work Readiness program that
includes evidence-based, cognitive-
behavioral change and social skills devel-
opment curriculum, case management and
job readiness skills training to post-incar-
cerated, safety net-eligible individuals to
promote a successful transition to the
community and reduce recidivism rates.

Family Services, Inc. - $45,000 for an
afterschool Teen Resource Activity Center
that provides mentoring, academic sup-
port, healthy living workshops and recre-
ational activities for City of Poughkeepsie
youth in a safe environment.

Finish Strong Wellness Center -
$29,000 for PK REACH!, a trauma-
informed, strength-based program that
utilizes evidence-based practices to
increase physical, intellectual, emotional
and relational wellness in youth and
young adults of color in the City of
Poughkeepsie.

Friends of Seniors of Dutchess County
Corp. - $31,827 to maintain its Senior
Medical Transportation program, which
promotes access to non-emergency med-
ical care for seniors, who lack other
means of transportation.

Hudson River Housing, Inc. - $44,801
for Financial Fitness programming to
improve financial stability among
Dutchess County residents by offering
educational workshops on the importance
of eliminating debt, building a credit his-
tory and increasing savings.

Hudson River Housing, Inc.* - $52,501
to continue providing a Housing

Navigator program to County residents
with housing navigation and transition
services, referrals and emergency rental
assistance to prevent homelessness.

Hudson River Housing, Inc.* - $58,080
to support the work of an outreach care
manager through the Neighborhood
Service Project – Street Outreach
Program, which will provide necessities
and engage unhoused individuals in the
cities of Beacon and Poughkeepsie,
specifically those suffering from behav-
ioral health and/or substance use condi-
tions, to enroll them in a suitable, support-
ive housing program.

Land to Learn - $50,000 to support
SproutEd, a nutrition assistance program that
engages elementary school students in the
City of Beacon in nutrition, health, environ-
mental stewardship, and social-emotional,
math, science and literacy skills, through
hands-on experiential learning.

Literacy Connections - $40,206 to con-
tinue the Adult & Family Literacy pro-
gram which promotes basic literacy skills
for adults and children. Adult learners
receive student-centered, one-on-one or
small group tutoring lessons, while chil-
dren are assigned a one-on-one book
buddy, to promote basic reading and com-
prehension skills.

Mediation Center of Dutchess County,
Inc. - $109,669 to fund an evidence-based
Restorative Justice Initiative that works
with non-profit partners, schools and indi-
viduals throughout Dutchess County to
address conflict and behavioral matters,
while promoting pro-social outcomes in a
diplomatic and non-punitive way.

NAMI Mid-Hudson, Inc. - $81,028 to
provide mental wellness and mental
health literacy to individuals affected by
mental illness through the Family-to-
Family program, as well as an informa-
tional seminar, both providing partici-
pants with information on the biology of
brain disorders, an understanding of diag-
noses, treatment options, crisis interven-
tion techniques and available community
support and referral options.

Northeast Community Council, Inc. -
$45,099 to continue the Community
Partnership with Schools and Business
program, a paid job skills training pro-
gram for youths and young adults, where
they acquire transferable work readiness
skills and training to promote their suc-
cessful transition to adulthood.

Northeast Community Council, Inc. -
$35,010 to provide a variety of nutritional
Food Access Programs, including two
community gardens, a Summer Food
Service Program and youth food access
internship opportunities.

Northeast Community Council, Inc. -
$40,739 to implement a year-round
Comprehensive Out of School Time pro-
gram to provide afterschool and summer
enrichment activities that will preserve
socio-emotional and academic gains and
mitigate summer learning loss for
Webutuck Central School District stu-
dents.

Poughkeepsie Farm Project - $36,050 to
support Farm Fresh Home Chefs, a food
access and healthy eating program for
low-income Poughkeepsie families,
which teaches families how to prepare
balanced healthy meals.

Poughkeepsie United Methodist Church
- $29,000 to support the Harriet Tubman
Academic Skills Center, which provides

academic and social support to promote
educational and behavioral outcomes of
under-served children in the City of
Poughkeepsie.

R.E.A.L. Skills Network - $42,436 to
support Students Target Academic
Retention Techniques (S.T.A.R.T.), an
afterschool program in the City of
Poughkeepsie that focuses on teaching
skills in a nourishing and supportive
learning environment to strengthen stu-
dents’ academic achievement.

R.E.A.L. Skills Network - $16,296 to
support the Summer Learning Academy, a
six-week summer program in the City of
Poughkeepsie with a focus on stabilizing
academic achievement levels and elimi-
nating summer learning loss.

Red Hook Community Center, Inc. -
$14,168 for a School Year Youth
Employment program for youth and
young adults in northern Dutchess
County, providing opportunities for pre-
employment and soft job skills training,
including résumé writing, mock inter-
viewing and financial literacy, as well as
paid employment at a business within the
local community.

Taconic Resources for Independence,
Inc.* - $41,200 to support Special
Education Advocacy services for parents
of children with special needs. The advo-
cate will help parents navigate the special
education system to ensure students have
access to the supports and accommoda-
tions necessary for them to achieve their
fullest potential.

The Art Effect - $156,478 to support an
expansion of the afterschool and summer
Youth Workforce Development in Arts &
Media program that prepares City of
Poughkeepsie youth for higher education
and employment opportunities by provid-
ing arts-based curriculum, training and
hands-on experience in media production
and the visual arts.

Wassaic Project - $26,895 to support
the JV and Varsity Arts Club afterschool
enrichment program, which provides mid-
dle and high school students in the Dover,
Millbrook, Pine Plains and Webutuck
school districts with the opportunity to
develop technical, artistic, problem-solv-
ing and soft skills, while empowering
youth to organize group performances and
offer community workshops and events
for peers and younger students. 

*Awarded through APG, funded in part,
and administered by the Department of
Community and Family Services.

**Awarded through APG, administered
by the Department of Community and
Family Services.

APG: Dutchess Reads
Pawling Free Library - $39,250 for

Children’s Programming to Promote
Literacy and Learning, among children
ages 8 and under, with the addition of an
event series which will focus on music,
reading, playing, talking and writing, as
well as the use of science and robotics
kits, an indoor/outdoor block set and a
sensory table.

Poughkeepsie Public Library District -
$27,025 for the Ready for Reading pro-
gram, which will provide early literacy
toolkits for families in the Poughkeepsie
City School District to use with pre-
school-age children to prepare them for
reading as they enter school.

Beacon Police Blotter
The following is from the City of

Beacon Police Department. 
Dec. 16: Criminal Mischief- Crescent

Drive-Caller reported damage to the rear
windshield of her car. Report was taken.
Investigation conducted.

Dec. 20: Dog Bite-Spring Valley Street-
Caller reported that her dog was attacked
by another dog.  Report was taken.
Investigation conducted.

Dec. 20: Auto Accident-Hit & Run-
Main Street- Caller reported damage to
her car as a result of a hit-and-run acci-
dent. Report was taken. Investigation con-
ducted.

Dec. 20: Auto Accident- Verplanck
Avenue- Caller reported a Car vs
Pedestrian Accident. Report was taken.
Investigation conducted.

Dec. 21: Auto Accident- Tompkins
Terrace- Caller reported damage to her vehi-
cle as a result a hit-and-run accident. Report
was taken. Investigation conducted.

Dec. 22: Unattended Death- Beacon-

Officers responded to a call for an unat-
tended death.  Report was taken.
Investigation conducted.

Dec. 26: Stolen Vehicle- Fishkill
Avenue-Caller reported his vehicle stolen
from his auto repair shop. Report was
taken. Investigation conducted.  Vehicle
located and returned.

Dec. 28: Fraud-Pocket Road- Caller
reported that someone was opening
accounts in her name. Report was taken.
Investigation conducted.

Dec. 28: Dog Bite -Church Street-
Caller reported that she was bit by a 
dog.  Report was taken. Investigation con-
ducted.

Dec. 29: Identity Theft-Mason Circle-
Caller reported an unknown individual
attempted to open accounts in his name.
Wishes to document incident at this time.
Report was filed.

Number of Calls:  248
Accidents:  11
Domestics:  7.
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Need help or have a question?  

hvhospice.org   

Choosing hospice is choosing to focus on loved ones 
and sharing and making memories. We can help  
make the most of the moments that truly matter.

... make today
matter!

Howland Chamber Music Circle
(HCMC) continues its 2021-2022 season
with a live performance by pianist Roman
Rabinovich on Sunday, Jan. 23 at 4 p.m.
at the Howland Cultural Center, 477 Main
St., in Beacon. 

To attend the concert, tickets are 

available for purchase at https://
howlandmusic.org/Tickets.html. 

In order to ensure the safety of its
patrons, HCMC is following all CDC and
local COVID guidelines. Concerts will be
held at half capacity to enable social dis-
tancing, and a proof of vaccination is

Howland Chamber Music Circle to
present pianist Roman Rabinovich

required prior to entry. (The wearing of
masks will be determined by the prevail-
ing CDC and local government mandates
and guidelines.) As guidelines may
change, HCMC thanks its patrons for
their flexibility and cooperation.

For more information on this perform-
ance and on the entire 2021-
2022 HCMC season, please visit 
howlandmusic.org.

The pianist Roman Rabinovich has been
highly lauded by The New York Times, BBC
Music Magazine, the San Francisco
Classical Voice and others. He has per-
formed throughout Europe and the United
States, in many major concert halls as both a
soloist and a featured artist with world-
renowned symphony orchestras. Born in
Tashkent, Uzbekistan, Rabinovich immi-

grated to Israel with his family in 1994,
beginning his piano studies there; he went on
to graduate from the Curtis Institute of
Music in Philadelphia, and earned his mas-
ter’s degree at the Juilliard School in New
York City. 

A true polymath, Rabinovich is an
accomplished composer, as well as a visu-
al artist. During the pandemic he and vio-
linist Diana Cohen have played free
weekly concerts in their front yard.

Rabinovich will play an eclectic pro-
gram at the Howland Cultural Center: 6
selections from 18th-century composer
Jean-Philippe Rameau’s Suite in g-minor;
3 Impromptus by 19th-century composer
Franz Schubert; a Sonata by the 20th-cen-
tury’s George Walker; and 12 Etudes by
the 19th-century’s Frederic Chopin.

Miller named 2021 NY Trustee
of the Year by LeadingAge NY

Robert Irving Miller Jr., managing attor-
ney of Sholes & Miller, PLLC, was awarded
the 2021 NY Trustee of the Year Award from
LeadingAge NY at their annual awards cer-
emony held on Dec. 1, 2021. Miller received
this honor for his dedication and service as
treasurer and member of the board of
trustees of the Community at Brookmeade, a
not-for-profit senior living retirement com-
munity located in Rhinebeck, NY. The
Community at Brookmeade is located on 75
country acres and offers independent living,
assisted living, long-term care, sub-acute
rehabilitation, palliative care and out-patient
rehabilitation services. The community will
also open a medical model adult daycare
center this spring.  

The Trustee of the Year Award is bestowed
on those who have served selflessly and with
distinction on the board of trustees of a
LeadingAge NY member organization. The
selection committee looks for significant
contributions of time and effort toward the
betterment of his or her organization and the

people it serves or service to the elderly and
infirm.  

LeadingAge NY is an association of 6,500
not-for-profit organizations dedicated to
expanding the world of possibilities for
aging. They advance policies, promote prac-
tices and conduct research that supports,
enables and empowers people to live 
fully as they age. One can find out more 
about LeadingAge NY and view the 2021
virtual awards presentation at 
www.leadingageny.org. 

Miller has contributed his time and
resources to the betterment of the
Community at Brookmeade, serving for
seven years on the board of trustees and for
three years as treasurer. Mr. Miller holds the
distinction of being a Nurse-Attorney, as he
is both a registered nurse and a practicing
attorney. He is also a former hospital and
nursing home administrator. His extensive
experience in the fields of law and medicine,
along with his leadership and commitment,
make him a valuable asset to the Community

Robert Irving Miller Jr.

at Brookmeade. 
Sholes & Miller, PLLC is celebrating 21

years in the Hudson Valley during 2022. The
law firm of Sholes & Miller serves the New
York metro area, the Hudson Valley, and the
capital region. With a strong reputation for
representing the particular and varied legal
needs of medical professionals and facilities,
practice areas also include comprehensive
legal representation of individuals, families,
companies, and other lawyers. The firm’s
services include malpractice defense and
personal injury litigation; professional disci-
pline/medical license defense; business law,
including labor, employment, construction
and prevailing wage law; appellate litiga-
tion; general liability; civil rights; hospital
and nursing home law; guardianships and
mental health; Title IX/sexual harassment;
and wills, trusts and estates. To learn more
about the diverse legal services 
offered by Sholes and Miller, PLLC
Attorneys and Counselors at Law, visit
www.SholesMiller.com. 
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CALL TODAY TO 
LEARN MORE:  
(845) 831-0179

Pre-plan  
with Libby  
Funeral  
Home
- Your family can focus  

on their grief and  
the lovely memories

Make sure your family  
has the best team to  
comfort them in  
their grief when  
the time comes.

55 Teller Ave. Beacon, NY, 12508
LibbyFuneralHome.com

Program for men to 
discuss ‘living with loss’

Support Connection, Inc. announces a
free program: It’s Okay to Grieve, Let’s
Talk: An Open Discussion for Men Living
With Loss. It will held via Zoom video
conference on Tues., Feb. 1, from 7 -  8
p.m. The program is open to men nation-
wide who have lost a spouse or partner to
breast, ovarian or gynecological cancer,
regardless of how much time has gone by.

To learn more or to register, call
Support Connection at 914-962-6402 or
800-532-4290 by 5 p.m. on Monday, 
Jan. 31.

The open discussion format provides a
safe and supportive venue to talk with
others coping with similar challenges.
Share concerns, experiences and informa-
tion with others who’ve been there too.

Forty-two organizations to receive $7 million 
in Funding for Workforce Development Awards

Governor Kathy Hochul announced
that 42 organizations across the state have
been awarded $7 million as part of the
Workforce Development Initiative. This
series of awards is the first group made
under the second round of funding, which
began in August, and makes $48 million
available to support strategic regional
efforts that help New Yorkers prepare for
and find quality, well-paying jobs, meet
businesses' short-term workforce needs,
improve regional talent pipelines, expand
apprenticeships, and address the long-
term needs of growing industries.
Applications continue to be accepted
through the rolling Consolidated Funding
Application Process.

Funding and incentives provided in this
round of awards by Department of Labor,
SUNY and CUNY will support critical
job training and employment opportuni-
ties in high-demand industries for more
than 2,550 New Yorkers across the State. 

“We need to deal with the harsh reality
that the pandemic left too many New
Yorkers suddenly out of work and search-
ing for new skills to reinvent themselves
and relaunch their careers,” Governor
Hochul said. “These workforce awards
will provide critical skills training, con-
nect New Yorkers with the high-demand
and good-paying jobs of the future, and
create harmony between education, busi-
ness, and public investment that will
accelerate our state's economic recovery.
To the New Yorkers who were driven out
of work by the pandemic or deciding on
their next career steps during these uncer-
tain times, we are building a new New
York worthy of your talents and ambi-
tions.”

New York's Regional Economic
Development Councils have a key role in
recommending applications for funding,
based on regional economic needs and

opportunities. Businesses and organiza-
tions receiving Workforce Development
awards include:

· Mid-Hudson: Nicholas Center,
Williams Lumber, ShopRite, Dutchess
Community College

he Workforce Development Initiative
began in 2019 with a mission to invest
$175 million throughout New York State
for innovative, creative, and regionally
customized workforce development proj-
ects. Awards under this Consolidated
Funding Application support strategic
regional efforts that meet businesses'
short-term workforce needs, address long-
term industry needs, improve regional tal-
ent pipelines, enhance flexibility and
adaptability of local workforce entities,
and expand workplace learning opportu-
nities. 

In the first round of WDI funding, over
$70 million was awarded to 225 organiza-
tions to support regionally significant
industries in emerging fields with grow-
ing demands for jobs -- including clean
energy, life sciences, computer science,
and advanced technologies -- as well as
efforts to improve the economic 
security of women, young workers, and
other populations that face significant
barriers to career advancement. Funding
supports critical job training and employ-
ment opportunities in high-demand indus-
tries for over 51,000 New Yorkers across
the State.

In this second call for applications, the
Workforce Development Initiative is bring-
ing together the resources, plans, and per-
spectives of multiple state agencies and
authorities, the Regional Economic
Development Councils, nonprofit training
providers and private sector employers dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.

More information about the Workforce
Development Initiative and the awards

MHCM’s Brian Powers appointed Chair
of Miles of Hope’s Board of Directors

The Miles of Hope Breast Cancer
Foundation, a nonprofit committed to
funding support services for people affect-
ed by breast cancer in the Hudson Valley,
has appointed Brian Powers, vice presi-
dent of marketing and business develop-
ment at Mid Hudson Construction
Management (MHCM), to chair its board
of directors effective Jan. 1.

For the past four years, Powers served

Brian Powers

as vice chairman and treasurer of Miles
of Hope’s board. He replaces Salvatore V.
Raccuia, M.D. as chair, after back-to-
back years of service.

“Brian’s innovative leadership and ability
to target development opportunities, plus
more than a decade of integrative marketing
and operations experience, will ensure that
Miles of Hope continues to expand its
impact in the region,” said Pari Forood,

executive director of Miles of Hope. 
“The mission of this organization is

one that is near and dear to my heart and
my past four years of service has only
deepened my commitment,” said
Powers. “I am honored to take on an
even greater role and to help Miles of
Hope continue making the incredible
mark it has on those bravely fighting
breast cancer battles in our community.”

announced to date can be found at work-
forcedevelopment.ny.gov.
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Obituaries
Jeanne M. Lancto

The family of Jeanne
M. Lancto are sad-
dened to announce her
passing on January 13,
2022 at Vassar
Brothers Medical
Center, following an
extended, but rapidly

deteriorating, illness. Jeanne was born on
October 30, 1946 in Pensacola, Florida to
Jud B. Lancto and Jane Marek Lancto.
Shortly after the conclusion of our
father’s military service (Naval Aviator
and Ensign - USN), the family returned to
New York State, where Jeanne lived the
remainder of her life. She lived most of
her life in Wappingers Falls Jeanne
attended the Wappingers Central School
District, graduating from Roy C Ketcham
High School in one of its original gradu-
ating classes. Jeanne continued her asso-
ciation with and commitment to the
Wappingers Central School District
spending over 42 years in a senior secre-
tarial support position, primarily in the
Main Office of Fishkill Elementary
School. She had a dedicated affection for
the school and made many lasting friend-
ships there. It was the primary focus for
almost all of her life. She was very active
in and was an advocate for many of the
school’s organizations and activities,
including serving as a Past Treasurer for
the PTA. She also served in a number of
leadership position with her local union
representing her coworkers in the district.
She will be fondly remembered and
missed by her many coworkers and for-
mer students. Go Frogs! Jeanne was the
first-born child of our immediate family
of five children and was the first-born
child of a new generation within the
extended family. She was our loving
matriarch as our parents departed us over
time. Her family was her life, and her
passing has devastated us all. Jeanne is
survived by her immediate family of her
brothers, nieces and nephews, and their
families, and her numerous extended
family of cousins. She and our other older
sister have taken the first steps into the
next stage. Jeanne is survived by her three
brothers - Jud F. Lancto and Jon K.
Lancto of Wappingers Falls and Jeffrey
D. (Fran) Lancto of Cass Lake, MN, and
our other brother in life, Larry A. Cohen,
of Wappingers Falls, formerly of
Oneonta, NY. She is also survived by a
number of nieces and nephews and their
extended families, including Shawn M.
Cohen of Beacon, NY, Michelle L. Cohen
Kozlowski of Gardiner, NY, Corey D.
Lancto of MN, Sarah Lancto Campbell
(Jene) of MN, and her extended family of
nephews - Jason Montana (Angela) of
MN, Ari Schwartz (Linette) of MN and
Jared Schwartz of MN. Jeanne is also sur-
vived by a large family of cousins and
great nieces and nephews, and sadly will
not be  here to celebrate the upcoming
birth of a anxiously anticipated great
great nephew. Jeanne is also survived by
her surviving Aunts and Uncles, Henrietta
and George Bouyea of Plattsburgh, NY
and Percilla and Carroll Graves of
Prosper, TX and all of our cousins.

Jeanne was predeceased by our parents
and our sister, Janet L. Cohen. Reunited
again. They were the family everyone
expected until the three boys came along.
She was also predeceased by her grand-
parents and most of our father’s siblings
and their spouses - our Aunts and Uncles,
and our nephew Gavin Schwartz. The
family wishes to thank Dr Edward and
Mrs. Sheila Schneider for their many
years of caring for Jeanne and our other
family, and to all the healthcare providers
who cared for and treated Jeanne. In lieu
of flowers, donations may be made to a
charity of your choice. Delehanty Funeral
Home is honored to assist Jeanne’s fami-
ly with funeral arrangements 
www.delehantyfuneral.com

Victoria A. Zamudio
BEACON – Victoria A. (Gronkowski)

Zamudio, Beacon, NY passed on January
8, 2022 with her family by her side. She
was 92 years old. Vicki was born in
Poughkeepsie, NY, daughter of Anna and
Karol Gronkowski. Following high
school, she avidly pursued a career in
nursing, a career that mirrored her pas-
sion for loving and caring for people and
animals alike. She started her nursing
path graduating from White Plains
Hospital Nursing School and later worked
at Vassar Hospital, where she met the love
of her life, Rodolfo Zamudio Sr. M.D.
They were married in 1960. Vicki attend-
ed mass every day and was a parishioner
of St. Joachim – St. John the Evangelist
Church but also had a strong connection
with the VA chapel at Castlepoint in
Beacon, NY and St. Mary's Church in
Fishkill, NY. She is survived by her three
beloved children, Lisa (Tom) Koscal,
Kevin (Nancy Caminiti) Zamudio, and
Rod (Jennifer) Zamudio; her three
beloved grandchildren, Natalie, Trevor
and Jordan. Vicki is also survived by her
brothers, Henry Hochlowski and Chester
Gronkowski, and numerous loving
nephews and nieces. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, parents, and sib-
lings, H. Jean (Hochlowski) Johnson,
Joseph, Walter, Vincent, Frank, Jan
Hochlowski and John Gronkowski. Vicki
formed many close and life-long friend-
ships over the years and is beloved by all
who knew her. Never one to remain idle,
she had many interests and hobbies. She
enjoyed knitting and crocheting, acting as
the family photographer, baking
pizzelles, and had a lifelong enjoyment of
both jigsaw and crossword puzzles. She
enjoyed traveling, participated in the
local garden club, played tennis, bowled,
and collected seashells on the beach with
her husband, Rudy, children, and grand-
children. She and Rudy also loved music
and dancing together. Vicki was a beauti-
ful person, and she was always there
when you needed her. She thrived on
helping others and often volunteered in
her church community, drove cancer
patients to their appointments, and
worked at a local charitable organization,
Nifty Thrifty, every Monday until the
pandemic. Most of all, her children, her
grandchildren, and her family were
everything to her, and spending time
together and being involved in her grand-
children's interests brought her great joy.
There was no visitation at this time due to
the pandemic. A Mass of Christian Burial
was held on Saturday, January 15 at St.
Joachim Church, 51 Leonard Street,
Beacon. A Graveside Service will be held
directly after mass at Calvary Cemetery
in Poughkeepsie, NY. A memorial gather-
ing will be held at a later date for friends
and family. To send a personal condo-
lence and to live stream the funeral serv-

ice please visit www.riverviewby
halvey.com. Funeral arrangements are
under the care of Patrick J. Halvey of
Riverview Funeral Home by Halvey,
LLC.

Therese Barron
EAST FISHKILL – Therese Anne

Barron, 88, died peacefully on January
10, 2022 at the Ghent Rehabilitation and
Nursing Center, with family at her side.
She had been a resident of East Fishkill
for over 50 years.Born in Yonkers on
March 7, 1933, Therese was the daughter
of the late Michael and Pauline  (Wall)
Kutka. She graduated from Sacred Heart
High School in 1951. She was employed
as an accountant by the Herald Statesman
in Yonkers. Following the start of their
family, Therese moved up to Dutchess
County with her husband, Floyd, where
she was the brains of the operation behind
Floyd's Service Station in Fishkill Plains.
Therese was also employed for over thir-
ty plus years by the Dutchess County
Board of Elections, and the Wappingers
Central School District as a Poll Worker
for varied elections. Therese was a volun-
teer at the East Fishkill Community
Library for many years. She was a Girl
Scout Leader for both Brownies and
Junior Scouts with the Dutchess County
Girl Scout Council. She and her husband,
Floyd enjoyed CB radio for many years
and were well known by the handles of
Dreamer and Little Boy. Therese was into
crafting and making ceramics. She would
often sell her creations at local holiday
craft sales under the name of "Terrie's
Treasures". She enjoyed playing cards
with her friends on Saturday nights and
when in Florida as a Snow Bird, she
would enjoy the casino cruises as a spe-
cial treat. Therese was a true lover of
small dogs and had many throughout her
life. She was particularly fond of chi-
huahuas and is survived by her 15-year-
old chihuahua and corgi mix, Lil Boy who
has been lovingly adopted by a family
friend. He was her pride and joy up until
the very end! On January 8, 1955 at
Sacred Heart Church in Yonkers, Therese
married Floyd John Barron who prede-
ceased her in 2010. She is survived by her
daughters, Suzanne Barron Flannigan and
her husband Patrick of Washingtonville
and Christina Barron McComish of
Valatie; her grandchildren, Nicole Barron
Robinson and her husband Bradley of
Washingtonville, Megan McComish and
her boyfriend Zachary Dragon of
Watervliet, Jeremy McComish of Wayne,
NJ, and her great-granddaughter Madison
McComish of Valatie. In addition to her
parents and husband, Therese was also
predeceased by her siblings, Michael
Kutka, Jr. and Patricia Kutka. Calling
hours were held at the McHoul Funeral
Home, Inc., 895 Route 82, Hopewell
Junction. A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered at St. Columba Church, 835 Route
82, Hopewell Junction followed by burial
at St. Denis Cemetery. Donations may be
made in Therese’s memory to Dutchess

County SPCA. Please visit her Book of
Memories at www.mchoulfuneral
home.com.

Mary Sahagian-Scocozza
EAST FISHKILL – Mary Sahagian-

Scocozza, 59, an area resident for over 30
years, died on January 13, 2022 at
Montefiore St. Luke's Cornwall Hospital.
She previously lived in White Plains and
Jackson Heights, Queens. Born in
Manhattan on November 24, 1962, Mary
was the daughter of the late Joseph and
Cecilia (Belardo) Sahagian. She earned
her Bachelor's Degree from Pace
University in computer science. Mary is
survived by her sons, Dayne Scocozza
and Austin Scocozza and his wife
Sabrina; her sister, Joann Folchetti; her
husband, Ralph Scocozza; and several
nieces and nephews. Calling hours were
held at the McHoul Funeral Home, Inc.,
895 Route 82, Hopewell Junction. A Mass
of Christian Burial was offered at St.
Denis Church, 602 Beekman Road,
Hopewell Junction, followed by entomb-
ment at Rose Hills Memorial Park, 100
Mill Street, Putnam Valley. Since Mary
loved giving to charities, donations may
be made in Mary’s memory to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital. Please visit
her Book of Memories at www.mchoul
funeralhome.com.

Gwendolyn Viola
EAST FISHKILL – Gwendolyn R.

Viola, 83, an area resident since 1969,
passed away peacefully at home on
January 13, 2022. She previously lived
in Peekskill. Born in Peekskill on June
18, 1938, Gwendolyn was the daughter
of the late Eldorus Demout Slater and
Harriet Stotlar. She had been employed
by IBM in East Fishkill for 25 years
and then worked at Frankie’s Superette
in Hopewell Junction for almost 20
years. She was a talented ice skater who
also enjoyed bowling. Most important-
ly, she loved watching and spending
time with her grandchildren. She is sur-
vived by her children, Emilio “Pete”
Viola of Poughkeepsie, Vincent Joseph
Viola of Manhattan, Marie Viola of
Poughkeepsie, and Denise Strang of
Hopewell Junction; her grandchildren,
David, Brian, Katie, Rachel, Mary,
Richard, Joseph, and Nicholas; many
great-grandchildren; brother, Leroy
Slater and his wife; and several nieces
and nephews. In addition to her parents,
Gwendolyn was also predeceased by
her husband, Emilio “Pete” Viola in
1992; and her granddaughter, Nicole
Tomlins in 2020. Calling hours were
held at the McHoul Funeral Home, Inc.,
895 Route 82, Hopewell Junction. A
Mass of Christian Burial will be offered
on Wednesday at 10 am at St. Columba
Church, 835 Route 82, Hopewell
Junction followed by burial at St. Denis
Cemetery. Donations may be made in
Gwendolyn’s memory to Hudson
Valley Hospice. Please visit her Book
of Memories at www.mchoulfuneral
home.com.

Appointments available during 
National Blood Donor Month

This National Blood Donor Month,
New York Blood Center (NYBC) contin-
ues to call for more donors as the blood
shortage extends into the new year. The
region’s blood supply continues to be
threatened by low donor turnout and
blood drive cancellations due to surging
levels of Omicron cases. Schools that had
begun to reinstate student blood drives are
once again canceling, perpetuating the
dramatic decline in youth and first-time
donors. Prior to the pandemic, 50,000
annual blood donations were made at high
schools, but the threat of a return to
remote learning is making it nearly
impossible for them to commit to hosting
blood drives.

This is always a challenging time of
year for the blood supply, as holiday plans

and travel make donating blood less of a
priority and winter weather can lead to
blood drive cancellations. This year, those
seasonal challenges are coinciding with a
new wave of the pandemic. Blood centers
across the country are and have been suf-
fering from shortages since the start of the
pandemic in March of 2020.

“A strong blood supply is essential
and can be threatened at any time with
emergencies such as inclement weather,
which we are currently seeing with the
snowstorm to our south, and the surge
of Omicron cases that we are seeing
nationwide,” said Andrea Cefarelli,
Senior Executive Director at New York
Blood Center (NYBC). “National
Blood Donor Month is a great time to
sign up to donate blood and start the

year by giving back, especially now as
we continue to experience this blood
shortage.”

Donating blood is safe and only takes
one hour. We are taking extra precau-
tions to help prevent the person-to-per-
son spread of COVID-19. All NYBC
staff are vaccinated. As always, people
are not eligible to donate if they’re expe-
riencing a cold, sore throat, respiratory
infection or flu-like symptoms. People
can donate blood regardless of vaccina-
tion status. Additional information on
donor eligibility and COVID-19 precau-
tions is available. 

Donors can schedule appointments by
calling 1-800-933-2566 or visiting
www.nybc.org.
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201 Home Improvement
202 Cleaning Services
203 Lawn Services
221 Professional Services
222 Tax Experts
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300 Real Estate
301 Townhouses & 

Condos
302 Commercial Property
304 Mobile Homes
305 Lots & Acreage
400 Townhomes & 

Condos for rent

401 Apartments for Rent
402 Rooms for Rent
403 Furnished Rooms
404 Furnished 

Apartments
405 Wanted to Rent
406 Garages for Rent
407 Vacation Rentals
408 Houses for Rent
420 Commercial Rentals
500 Musical Merchandise
501 Kid Stuff
502 Clothing
503 Furniture
504 Appliances
505 Free Items
506 Computers
507 Sports Equipment
508 Exercise Equipment

509 Office Equipment
510 Firewood
511 Lawn & Garden Equip.
512 Winter Merchandise
516 Misc. Merchandise
700 Pets & Supplies
701 Free Pets
702 Lost & Found Pets
703 Pets for Adoption
710 Garage & Yard Sale
711 Tag Sale
712 Moving sale
713 Rummage Sale
714 Flea Market
715 Craft Corner
716 Barn Sale
717 Estate Sale
718 Auctions
719 Antiques

720 Vendors Wanted
721 Wanted to Buy
722 Bazaar
723 Consignments
724 Farmers Market
725 Collectibles
750 Events
800 Boats
801 Campers & Trailers
802 Motor Homes
803 Recreational Vehicles
900 Autos for Sale
901 Vans/SUV's
902 Trucks
903 Motorcycles
904 Auto Parts & Tires
905 Autos Wanted

Classified IndexClassifiedRates
Classified Line Ads

20 words  $12.50; each additional word 20¢

Classified Display Ads
$14.50 per column inch

If submitted by deadline,
ads appear in three newspapers: 

Northern Dutchess News, 

Southern Dutchess News 

& Beacon Free Press

We are not responsible for typographical errors.

A letter of correction will be supplied if requested.

· Southern Dutchess News

· Beacon Free Press

• Northern Dutchess News Classified
Place your ad today! Call 297-3723 Fax your ad today! 297-6810Deadline Thurs at 3 p.m • Publication Wednesday

219
Attorney Legal

201
Home Improvement

100
Help Wanted

111
Career

Training

204
Health

Place this size 
ad in the
Southern

Dutchess News 

Northern
Dutchess News

and the

Beacon Free
Press 

for only 
$43.50/week. 

Call:
845-297-3723

Ext. 301 
for more 
Details

JOBS!! JOBS!! JOBS!!

Community Services Programs, Inc.,
Owner & Manager of DiMarco Place I & II
Senior Housing; Meadow Ridge I & II
Family  & Senior Housing; and, Highland
Meadows Senior Housing seeks to fill the
following FULL TIME employment postions
located in Wappingers Falls and Beacon:

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN 2 Positions
HOUSEKEEPER/JANITOR 3 Positions
EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATE 1 Position

Positions have competitive salaries and
excellent benefits! Three (3) Years’
Experience - 3 Empolyment References-
Background Checks 
Submit resume via fax 845.297.2080 or via
email csphvhdfinc@aol.com

Community Services Programs, Inc. is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.  EOE

FULL-TIME ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR

The Hudson Valley Long Term Care Ombudsman Program 
(HVLTCOP), a non-profit agency is seeking an ideal candidate as
an Associate Program Director. This LTCOP serves Columbia,
Dutchess, Greene, Orange, Sullivan, and Ulster Counties. Primary
responsibilities include being resident centered, providing 
advocacy to assist in resolution of concerns for residents living in
long-term care settings, as well as managing and developing 
programmatic policies and procedures for staff and the program’s
corps of volunteers. 

Necessary qualities for interested candidates include leadership
and a fundamental respect for seniiors residing in long term care
facilities. The Associate Program Director will be working directly
with the present Program Director for future transition into the role
of Program Director for this regional LTCOP.

The ideal candidate should have experience in marketing and 
outreach to the community to promote the program, recruitment
strategies for volunteer growth, program development, as well as
excellent written and verbal communication skills. Knowledge of
computers and office equipment is a MUST. Bilingual is a plus. 

This is an amazing opportunity to lead and expand this very 
important program to serve our senior community living in long
term care facilities, and to work with amazing volunteers and staff.
Extensive trining will be provided post hire. Required travel to 
various long term care facilities within the six counties noted
above. 

Please send cover letter and resume via email to 
Gloria at, gloria@ltccc.org or fax to 845-625-1587, Attn: Gloria

COMPUTER & IT
TRAINING 
PROGRAM!  Train
ONLINE to get the
skills to become a
Computer & Help
Desk Professional
now!  Grants and
Scholarships 
available for certain
programs for 
qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details!
(844) 947-0192 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET).
________________

TRAIN AT HOME
TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING!  Become a
Medical Office
Professional online
at CTI! Get Trained,
Certified & ready to
work in months!
Call 855-543-6440.
The Mission,
Program Information
and Tuition is 
located at
CareetTechnical.edu
/comsumer-informa-
tion. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)
________________

Never Pay for Covered Home Repairs
Again! Complete Care Home Warranty
COVERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND
APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE.
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 
866-440-6501
___________________________________

The GeneracPWRcell, a solar plus battery
storage system. SAVE money, reduce your
reliance on the grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 Down
Financing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-888-871-0194
___________________________________

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for $99.  
100 pills for $150.  FREE shipping. Money
back guaranteed! 1-855-579-8907
___________________________________

DIVORCE $389 - Uncontested divorce
papers prepared.  ONly one signature
required. Poor person Application included 
if applicable. Separation agreements.
Custody and support petitions. 
518-274-0380
___________________________________

516

Misc. Merchandise

BEST SATELLITE TV with 2 Year Price
Guarantee! $59.99/mo with 190 channels
and 3 months free premium movie 
channels! Free next day installation! 
Call 888-508-5313
___________________________________

521
Internet

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $69.99/month! 155
Channels & 1000s of Shows/Movies On
Demand (w/SELECT All Included Package.)
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE Screens
Simultaneously at No Additional Cost. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-534-6918
___________________________________

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed Internet. Free
Installation, Smart HD DVR Included, Free
Voice Remote. Some restrictions apply.
Promo Expires 1/21/23.  1-888-609-9405
___________________________________

Our 
Roots 
Go 
Deep

We’ve been your local news
source for over 50 years, and
we’ve worked hard to help build
this community. Although we’re
a full-service printer with the
latest technology, we continue
to provide personal service to
all our readers. Let us take care
of all your local news needs.
Call 845-297-3723 today.

SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS

BEACON FREE PRESS
84 East Main Street • Wappingers Falls NY 12590

email: newsplace@aol.com

NORTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS
& Creative Living

A division of the Southern Dutchess News
email: northerndutchess@sdutchessnews.com
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905

Autos
Wanted

721

Wanted To
Buy 

503

Furniture
500

Musical Merchandise

Real Estate

S H O W C A S E

Announcements HANDYMAN PLUS

PLUMBING

Repairs and 
New Installations
Fixtures, Faucets, 

etc.....
845-264-9623

FOR SALE BY LOCAL CRAFTSMAN

Nice Selection, Hand Made 
Electric Cigar Box Guitar’s
Price to sell: $125 - $150.

845-724-5184 or

sprink223@aol.com

Wishing you 

a Happy, Safe 
and Healthy Winter!

I'm here for you when you 
are ready to Buy or Sell!

MUST BE ONE OF OUR READERS
Bringing you all the news you need

to keep well informed and 
at the peak of your tune

Southern  Dutchess  News
84 East Main Street

Wappingers Falls, NY
9am-5pm Mon.-Fri.

AMERICAN STUMP
GRINDING

Professional Stump Grinding
Years of Experience

Great Prices

Call Bill at 914-760-0331 

or 845-226-0839

For Sale:
6 FT Antique Bench

Hard wood, very sturdy. $100
Call 845-406-7733

Rick’s Home
Improvements

Maintenance and
Repairs

No Job Too Small
845-227-2696

Call an Expert

Buying diamonds,
gold, silver, all fine
jewelry and watch-
es, coins, paintings,
better furs, complete
estates. We simply
pay more! Call Barry
914-260-8783 or 
e-mail
Americabuying@aol.
com
________________

FREON WANTED:
We pay $$$ for
cylinders and cans.
R12 R500 R11 R113
R114.  Convenient.
Certified
Professionals. Call
312-291-9169 
or visit
RefrigerantFinders.
com
________________

Drive Out Breast
Cancer: Donate a
car today!  The 
benefits of donating
your car or boat:
Fast Free Pickup -
24hr Response  Tax
Deduction - Easy To
Do!  Call 24 / 7:
855-905-4755
________________

Page 12 BEACON FREE PRESS January 19, 2022



FF RR EE EE !!
PRIVATE PARTY        NOT FOR BUSINESS USE

Classified Ad
for  Tpvuifso!Evudiftt!Ofxt Subscribers  only

*Your personal use only *Restrictions apply *One word per line

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

________

Name:_________________________________ID#:__________________

Address:____________________________________________________

City:_______________________________State:_____Zip:____________

(Home phone)

SORRY, WE CANNOT TAKE THE SUBSCRIBERS’ FREE LINE ADS OVER THE PHONE
Ads must be received by 12 noon the Friday prior to publication. We cannot acknowledge receipt of ads.

Free ads run “space available.” We do not guarantee placement.
Email (with “Free line ad” as the subject) your subscription name, address, phone  number, 

& subscriber ID, along with your ad to: sdnadvertising@aol.com 

Ads  should be limited to 20 words including a contact phone number (must be included in ad). 
If using this coupon it’s recommended that it’s delivered in person or mailed. 

Faxes are accepted, but not recommended. Our fax number is: (845) 297-6810

Ads run for 2 weeks. If after 2 weeks you wish your ad to run again, it must be resubmitted. 
We reserve the right to modify or reject any ads.

Southern Dutchess News, 84 East Main St., Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

721

Wanted To
Buy

401

Apartments
for Rent

405

Wanted To
Rent

507

Sports
Equipment

100

Help Wanted

503

Furniture

PETS

510

Firewood

904

Auto Parts &
Accesories

___ Yes, send me the Southern Dutchess

News for the next 52 weeks for just $10.  

Call to ask about our 2 & 3 yr.  prices!!!

Payment Method ___ Check

___ Money Order

___ Credit Card

Visa__ Mastercard___ Discover___

Card #_______________________________

Exp. Date:__________ Access Code:______

Signature:_____________________________

Name: ________________________________

Address: ______________________________

City: _______________ State:_____________

Zip Code: ___________ Phone:____________
Email:_______________________________________

Mail Coupon To:

Southern Dutchess News

84 East Main Street, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

Coupon must accompany payment

BABY KITTENS: 
ALL COLORS;

GIVE US A CALL
OR CHECK OUR

WEBSITE. 
WWW.PANT.ORG

845-486-7075

· Southern Dutchess News

· Beacon Free Press

• Northern Dutchess News Classified
SDN Subscriber ads

122

Musical
Instruction

PIANO AND
SINGING LESSONS
ages 4 through Teens.
Attention to individual

and special needs.
Teacher has over 30

yrs. experience.
Composer of Piano

Method books.  
845-462-1495

__________________

FT/PT HOME CARE
ASSISTANT. Willing
to do all aspects of
home care. English
speaking. Also have
my own car. 
845-896-8120
__________________

145

Adult Care

403

Furnished
Rooms

W A P P I N G E R S
FALLS $1,100 per
month. Two Rooms,
furnished-unfurnished,
own entrance, electric
& cable included. 
845-849-1251.
__________________

FIRE BOSS Air Tight
Wood Burning Stove.
$375 OBO. 
845-337-7143
__________________

516

Misc.
Merchandise

516

Misc.
Merchandise

516

Misc.
Merchandise

KEYBOARD, $10

4-pieces Canvas
Luggage set, $50
Black Casmir Top
Coat, $200. 
Call : 845-392-0070
________________

STAPLES PHOTO

paper, 60 sheets, 4”
x 6”. Photo plus
gloss. Great with all
inkjet printers. New
$9.29, Now $4 each.
845-705-6791
________________

Victorian, BEACON

9D / mins. RR - 70
NYC  Hwy,
Spectacular Hudson
Views, Rest.
Auntiques, Hiking,
biking, Mountains,
2BD + Den, DW /
WD, Split - Level,
$2,200. Suitable 1 -
2. 914-960-0061 or
584-7137
________________

SENIOR CARE

AVAILABLE

Retired State

Employee

I will supply 
all of your 

Loved One’s needs. 
Loving Hands, 

I’m here for you and 
I have my own
transportation. 
Call Anita at: 

845-541-7276

CAREGIVIER

NEEDED in
Wappingers.
Weekday mornings.
On the books. Call
845-242-3499
________________

Set or 4 MSW by
OZ wheels.
Wrapped with
235/55 R17 General
Altimax Arctic
Snows. Color Gray.
Like New, $300 for
set. 814-204-4794
________________

Ever Start Walmart
Battery. 12-volt for a
car. 35-1 part num-
ber. $20 OBO. 845-
463-2656
________________

Wanted: IBM
Selectrica Typewriter
II. 845-463-2656
________________

NISHIKI Racing
Bike, new, $600,
used $110. Great
buy. Also other
bikes. 845-401-7654
________________

Kitchen Aid stand
mixer, 5 1/2 qt. 3
paddles flour deflec-
tor, $65. Chair and
mixer excellent. 845-
226-7279
________________

Lovely Grandfather
clock. Three types
chimes, Excellent
condition. Asking
$950 (original
$2,800). 
845-226-7279
________________

Air conditioner
Fridgidare. 23 5/8”W
x 24 5/8” D x 18” H.
New $529, Asking
$150. 845-337-7143
________________

30” Gas Whirlpool
Stainless Steel Cook
Top. Five burners,
Never Used. $775
OBO. 845-337-7143
________________

Stainless Steel
Kitchen Sink. 
25”W x 22”D x 8”H.
Faucet was never
used. $150. 
845-337-7143
________________

Test strips Rite Aid
Embrace Pro Blood
Gulcose Meters
EXP 4/9/22. 50 Test
Strips, 6 boxes now
$4 a box. 
845-705-6791
________________

Scentsy Limestone
warmer melt wax for
fragrance. NEW IN
BOX. Cost a lot
more NOW, $10.
Great Gift. 
845-705-6791
________________

30” Whirlpool
Stainless Steal
Hood. $75 OBO.
845-337-7143
________________

Looking for 2 BDRM
Apt. Poughkeepsie,
Hyde Park,
Wappingers area.
$1,200 - $1,300.
Small Family. 
Call: 845-337-7143
________________

Klein Tools cable
splicer’s kit. New
$20, contains electri-
cian’s scissors and
cable splicer’s knife
and holder # 46037.
845-705-6791
________________

Chandelier with 5-
lights, Brushed
Nickel with Etched
opal glass shade.
Light bulbs included,
Like new. $30 OBO  
914-489-1377
________________

Hummel Goebel
Vintage Collector
Plates. West
Germany 1974,
1075, 1976. Never
Used, Excellent
Condition, $25 each,
7 1/2 inches. 
845-705-6791
________________

One bedroom avail-
able in a town
house, Fishkill, NY.
Centerally located,
for one person.
Internet and all utili-
ties included.
Kitchen privilidges.
$695/month rent,
security/references
and back ground
check. 845-226-
6748 /845-559-9135
________________

Two End Tables with
drawers and coffee
table, light Oak. Very
Good Condition,
asking $55. Call
845-298-1317
________________

90” Robert Allen
couch. Down + foam
cushions. Queen
comfort air mattress
w/remote air pump.
90”x38”x38”. 
Multi-Earth colors,
Excellent, $300.
845-897-5256
________________

One cord + firewood
unsplit, u-haul $100.
Also misc. garage
items, Scooter, Lift,
Beauty shop chairs,
CHEAP!!!! 845-635-
3577
________________

2 Cooper Weather
Master S/T snow
Tires, P215/75R15,
on Rims, $75 for
both. Like New. 
845-462-4441
________________

Hospital Bed, 
Semi-Automatic.
Brand New, Never
Used. Asking
$75.00. 
Call: 914-489-2167
________________

Vintage Bureau 5
Drawers Decorative
Brass Handles
Wood Carved
Drawers. 51”H,
38”W, 17”D. Manfgr.
Lea Bedroom
People.  
845-297-4794
________________

IBM correcting
Selectric II type-
writer. Great Shape
with some acces-
sories. Doesn’t run,
$80. 845-227-5922
________________
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Notice is hereby given
that the Board of Fire
Commissioners of the
Pleasant Valley Fire
District held their Re-
organizational meet-
ing on Sunday, Janu-
ary 2, 2022. The Board
has scheduled their
monthly meetings for
2022 to be held on the
second Tuesday of
each month at the
Pleasant Valley Fire
District Headquar-
ters, 1619 Main
Street, Pleasant Val-
ley, NY.   All meetings
will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Workshop meetings
will be held on the last
Thursday of each
month; except the
month of November
which the Workshop
meeting will be the
third Wednesday of
the month.  Workshop
meetings will begin at
7:00 p.m.and they will
be held at District
Headquarters. 

By order of the 
Pleasant Valley

Board of Fire 
Commissioners:

Jennifer Broas
District Secretary ________________________________

PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that the Chelsea
Fire District of the
Town of Wappinger,
County of Dutchess,
New York, will hold its
regular meeting for
the year 2022 on the
second Monday of
each month.
All meetings will com-
mence at 7:30 p.m. on
that day at the
Chelsea Firehouse
located at 15 Liberty

Street, in the Town of
Wappinger, and are
open to the public.
This notification is be-
ing given in accor-
dance with the provi-
sions of Section 94 of
the Public Officers
Law of the State of
New York.  By order of
the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of the
Chelsea Fire District.
Claire Gibson
Fire District Secretary
Chelsea Fire District ________________________________
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that the Chelsea
Fire District of the
Town of Wappinger,
County of Dutchess,
New York, will hold a
special meeting on
January 25, 2022. The
meeting will com-
mence at 7:00 p.m. at
the Chelsea Fire Dis-
trict Office located at
15 Liberty Street, in
the Town of Wap-
pinger, and is open to
the public.                                
This notification is be-
ing given in accor-
dance with the provi-
sions of Section 94 of
the Public Officers
Law of the State of
New York.  By order of
the Board of Fire 
Commissioners of the
Chelsea Fire District.
Claire Gibson
Fire District Secretary
Chelsea Fire District ________________________________
NOTICE TO BID-
DERS - RFB-DCH-

2022-03  NAME OF
PROJECT: Replace-
ment of Bridge R-8
(BIN 3343780) Over
Landsman Kill, Mill
Road, Town of
Rhinebeck, Dutchess
County; Project De-
scription: Removal of
an existing single-
span multi-girder
bridge superstructure
and the partial re-
moval of abutment
substructure. The ex-
isting bridge will be re-
placed with a 65’ sin-
gle-span multi-girder
bridge supported on
cantilever abutments.
The project also in-
cludes limited ap-
proach work such as
paving, guide rail and
roadside embank-
ment. Beginning
Wednesday January
19, 2022 at 8:00AM:
Bid Documents may
be obtained in person
or by mail (provide
your FedEx account
number or SASE) at:
Dutchess County
DPW Business Of-
fice, 1st Floor, 626
Dutchess Turnpike,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603.
Upon request, all in-
terested parties may
review the hard copy
of the Bid Specifica-
tions and Drawings by
visiting the above ref-
erenced address. The
bid documents will be
distributed on a USB
Flash Drive. You must
give the following in-
formation to obtain the
flash drive:
Company Name; Ad-
dress; Contact Name;
Phone Number; E-
mail Address – All Ad-
dendums will be is-
sued via E-mail. A re-
fundable deposit of
$15.00 in the form of a

check made payable
to the Dutchess
County Commis-
sioner of Finance or
cash will be required
for each set of bid doc-
uments. The deposit
is refundable in accor-
dance with General
Municipal Law Sec-
tion 102 and will be
made by the County
upon receipt of a writ-
ten request accompa-
nied by said USB
Flash Drive. Bids for
the above project will
be received by:
Denise Spens-Gal-
lagher, Contract Spe-
cialist Dutchess
County Department of
Public Works (DPW)
626 Dutchess Turn-
pike-1st Floor Pough-
keepsie, NY 12603.
Bids due on or before
Thursday 11:00am
February 10, 2022
and at that time
opened and read
aloud. Bids received
after that time will not
be accepted. Due to
COVID-19, the bid
opening for this solici-
tation will be con-
ducted through Mi-
crosoft Teams Audio
Conferencing. Any-
one who wishes to
hear bids read aloud
will need to call into the
phone number listed
below, in-person at-
tendance at a bid
opening will not be al-
lowed. We ask that
you call in at least
three minutes prior to
bid due/time to ensure
you are connected
properly. All call-ins
will be asked to iden-
tify themselves by
name and organiza-
tion. Join Microsoft
Teams Meeting
+1 516-268-4602
United States, Hemp-

stead (Toll) Confer-
ence ID: 414 589
785#.  All Addenda will
be issued to Plan
Holders via E-mail,
but also posted on Bid-
Net Direct (aka Em-
pire State Purchasing
Group) site. Each bid
shall be submitted as
one paper original and
one electronic copy
and be accompanied
by Bid Security (bid
bond, certified check,
official bank check) or
a Letter of Credit (in a
form agreeable to
Dutchess County) in
the amount of 10% of
the bid amount. Bid-
ders’ security will be
retained until the suc-
cessful bidder has
signed the Owner-
Contractor Agree-
ment and the County
has finalized the
Agreement. Each bid
with Bid Security shall
be enclosed in a
sealed envelope
bearing the name of
the Project, Name of
the Bidder, and the
date and hour of the
bid opening, which
must be visible upon
delivery.  Questions
will be accepted by
3pm on Wednesday
February 2, 2022 and
shall be emailed to 
dpwcontracts@dutc
hessny.gov, with the
County’s response
published in Addenda
by close of business
Monday February 7,
2022.
The anticipated start
of construction is April
4, 2022, the antici-
pated substantial
completion date is
September 9, 2022,
and the anticipated
completion date of
construction includ-
ing all punch list work

is October 14, 2022.
Failure to meet these
dates will result in liq-
uidated damages and
engineering charges
in accordance with the
NYSDOT specifica-
tions January 1, 2020.
This project is subject
to NYS Department of
Labor Prevailing
Wage Rates PRC
#2022000251. The
County reserves the
right to waive irregu-
larities in bids and in
bidding and to reject
any or all proposals.
Bidders shall
promptly notify the
County of any errors,
omissions, conflicts,
and/or ambiguity that
they identify in the
contract documents
by emailing dpw
contracts@dutchess
ny.gov. ________________________________
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that the Hugh-
sonville Fire District of
the Town of Wap-
pinger, County of
Dutchess, New York,
will hold its regular
meeting for the year
2022 on the second
Wednesday and the
fourth Wednesday of
each month.
All meetings will com-
mence at 7:00 p.m. on
that day at the Hugh-
sonville Firehouse lo-
cated at 88 Old
Hopewell Road, in the
Town of Wappinger,
and are open to the
public.
This notification is be-
ing given in accor-
dance with the provi-
sions of Section 94 of
the Public Officers
Law of the State of
New York. By order of
the Board of Fire Com-
missioners of the

Hughsonville Fire Dis-
trict.

Kim Flower
Fire District 

Secretary
Hughsonville Fire

District  ________________________________
NOTICE OF 2022

TOWN AND
COUNTY TAX 
COLLECTION 

TOWN OF 
WAPPINGER,
DUTCHESS
COUNTY, 

NEW YORK
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that I, Lee
Anne Freno, the un-
dersigned Receiver of
Taxes for the Town of
Wappinger, County of
Dutchess and State of
New York, have duly
received the Tax Roll
and Warrant for the
collection of taxes
within the Town of
Wappinger for the
year 2022.
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE, and that I will at-
tend at 20 Middlebush
Road, in the said Town
of Wappinger from
8:30 a.m. until 4:00
p.m. on each day, ex-
cepting Saturdays,
Sunday and holidays
for the purpose of re-
ceiving the taxes
listed on said roll.  
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE that
taxes may be paid via
drop box, in person,
online or by mail.
Check or money order
is to be made out to
Lee A. Freno, Re-
ceiver of Taxes.  Pay-
ments made in person
will be subject to the
town’s current
COVID-19 protocol.  
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE that
payment may be

made any time from
the receipt of bill to
February 28, 2022
without penalty.  Pay-
ments made March 1,
2022 through May 31,
2022 incur a two per-
cent (2%) penalty.
Payments made from
June 1, 2022 through
August 31, 2022 incur
a four percent (4%)
penalty.  
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE that
Section 987 of the
Real Property Tax
Law provides that af-
ter the interest free pe-
riod for payment of
taxes elapses and
taxes remain unpaid,
the tax collecting offi-
cer is required to send
a notice of unpaid
taxes to the owner.
The expense of this
notice is a two dollar
($2.00) charge which
is added to the parcel.  
PLEASE TAKE FUR-
THER NOTICE, that
pursuant to the provi-
sions of law, no pay-
ments will be ac-
cepted at this office af-
ter August 31, 2022.
After August 31, 2022
the tax roll of the Town
of Wappinger will be
returned to the
Dutchess County
Commissioner of Fi-
nance. Information
may be obtained by
calling the tax office at
(845) 297-4342 or by
visiting the Town’s
website at townof
wappingerny.gov.  
Dated: January 14,
2022

Signed: Lee Anne
Freno,

Receiver of Taxes,
Town of Wappinger ________________________________

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

The deadline for Legals is every Monday @ 12 noon for a Wednesday Publication*    *When a public holiday falls on a Monday the deadline becomes Friday at noon.

20lb Box ~ $12. Per Box

Approximately 400 sheets 23” x 34”

Pick up at: Southern Dutchess News

84 East Main Street • Wappingers Falls, 12590

This is blank newsprint, 
folded like a newspaper just NO INK.

Great for:
1. Coloring, sketching, & all kinds of art projects.
2. Drop Cloth for all kinds of messy situations, very absorbent.
3. Gardeners love this for weed control & water retention. 
4. Packing & moving. Clean and won’t smudge.
5. You decide.   Hey, it’s a crazy mixed up world.

Clean/Blank Newsprint Sheets
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Diversions

S U D O K U
Sudoku requires no arithmetic skills.

--------------------------------------------
The object of the game is to fill all the blank 

squares with the correct numbers.
--------------------------------------------

Each row of 9 numbers must include all 
digits 1 through 9 in any order.

Each column of 9 numbers must include all
digits 1 through 9 in any order.

Each 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square
must include all digits 1 through 9.

The solutions to the Sudoko, Crossword puzzle and Binox can be found on page 6

The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five
squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;
and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never con-
tain the same number.

Suguru
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Arts Mid-Hudson receives grant for school poetry program 
Arts Mid-Hudson received $2,000

toward its Folk Art Program from the
Robert R. Chapman Fund of the
Community Foundation of the Hudson
Valley for Rhythmic Crossings:
International Poets and Students Share
Poetry. This project will bring immigrant
and BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of
Color) poets to high school English class-
rooms in Poughkeepsie and Hyde Park
this coming spring. 

Led by Dutchess County Poet Laureate
Lucia Cherciu, pairs of poets will visit
classrooms (in person or virtually depend-

ing on COVID-19 conditions) to work with
the students. The teaching poets will be
Lucia Cherciu, Molly McGlennon, Saida
Agostini and David Gonzalez. Cherciu and
McGlennen teach poetry writing and have
exercises to prompt students to write.
Chiercu and Gonzales are bilingual
(Romanian and Spanish respectively) and
incorporate their language into their work.
Mono-lingual students will experience
poetry in a new way, through sound and
emotion. Multilingual students will be
encouraged to experience poetry through
the lens of their cultural experiences and be

exposed to poets who speak multiple 
languages as they do. All students will be
encouraged to write about their cultural
background and experiences, as well as in
all the languages they speak. 

The Arts Mid-Hudson Folk Arts
Program researches the arts and traditions
of the region’s rich cultural, ethnic, reli-
gious, and occupational heritages.
Through educational and public programs
like Kakizome, the Folk Arts Program
shares these traditions. The program is
open to ideas and suggestions 
about how to assist in celebrating your

community’s heritage. 
Arts Mid-Hudson is the preeminent

nonprofit arts service organization serving
the Mid-Hudson region. Since 1964 our
initiatives have engaged and promoted the
arts benefiting our artists, arts organiza-
tions, and communities. Arts Mid-Hudson
provides vision and leadership to support
thriving and diverse arts in the Mid-
Hudson region. 

For more information about Arts 
Mid-Hudson and future art events, 
sign up for the monthly E-newsletter at
www.artsmidhudson.org . 

Jim Gaffigan returns to Poughkeepsie Feb. 26
Jim Gaffigan will bring his “We All

Deserve This Fun” Tour to
Poughkeepsie’s NJN Convention Center
(formerly the Mid-Hudson Civic Center)
on Saturday, Feb. 26.

The last time Gaffigan was in
Poughkeepsie, in March 2019, he sold out
two shows at the MJN Convention Center.

Gaffigan is a five-time Grammy nomi-
nated comedian, actor, writer, producer,
two-time New York Times best-selling
author, two-time Emmy winning top tour-
ing performer, and multi-platinum-selling
recording artist. He is known around the
world for his unique brand of humor,
which largely revolves around his obser-
vations on life.

On the silver screen, his many credits
include “Three Kings,” “Super Troopers”
1 & 2, and “Chappaquiddick.”

In April 2019, Gaffigan was seen along-
side Alec Baldwin and Salma Hayek in
Bron Studios' “Drunk Parents.”
Additionally, Gaffigan recently released
his unprecedented seventh stand up spe-
cial, “Quality Time,” with Amazon
Studios making history as their first origi-
nal comedy special. He also continues to

tour around the world.
In addition to two seasons of the criti-

cally acclaimed semi-autobiographical
“The Jim Gaffigan Show,” which he
wrote and produced with his wife Jeannie,
and his widely popular stand-up comedy
specials, Gaffigan has guest starred on
many television comedies and dramas,
ranging from “Portlandia” and “Bob’s
Burgers” to the HBO cult hit “Flight of
the Concords” to dramatic roles in “Law
& Order.”

Gaffigan regularly does humorous
commentaries on “CBS Sunday.” He has
served as master of ceremony at The Al
Smith Memorial dinner. In 2015, Gaffigan
had the great honor of performing for
Pope Francis and more than 1 million fes-
tival attendees at the Festival of Families
in Philadelphia.

?Gaffigan and his wife currently live in
Manhattan with their five loud and expen-
sive children.

Tickets for the show are available
through TicketMaster.com and at the NJN
Convention Center box office; call 845-
454-5800 or visit in person at 14 Civic
Center Plaza, Poughkeepsie.

Comedian Jim Gaffigan will bring his “We All Deserve This Fun” Tour to
Poughkeepsie’s NJN Convention Center. 

-Courtesy photo


