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In celebration of the nation’s 250th
anniversary, the Beacon Historical Society
will launch an exhibit about Beacon’s role
in the American Revolution on Saturday,
March 7, with a complimentary reception
from 1-3 p.m. at its headquarters, 61
Leonard Street, in Beacon. All are invited
to attend.  “From Mt. Beacon to the
Hudson River: Beacon During the
American Revolution” explores the city’s
strategic location on the Hudson River,
highlighting the places, people and stories
that illustrate Beacon’s role in the founding
of our nation. It will be on display through-
out 2026 during the Society’s hours of
operation: Thursdays 10 a.m.-noon and
Saturdays 1-3 p.m.

One can learn about the importance of
Beacon’s riverport, the Revolutionary War
figures who visited/stayed here, events that
transpired and even some of the folklore
that has been carried through the genera-
tions. The exhibit is a companion to the
Society’s Revolutionary War in Beacon
map (www.BeaconHistorical.org/Rev-
250). The historical society’s America 250
projects have been supported by the
County of Dutchess, Mount Gulian
Historic Site, Washington’s Headquarters
State Historic Society, the Bannerman
Castle Trust and others. Participating lead
volunteers have included Vicki Fox, Diane
Lapis, Emily Murnane and Diane Murphy.

“Beacon is quite unique in that it
takes its very name from the
Revolutionary War signal fire that was
erected in the Hudson Highlands as
one of a series of such warning bea-
cons used to assemble militia, indicate
the approach of the enemy and direct
the movement of military forces,” said
Denise Doring VanBuren, BHS presi-
dent. The beacons, 14 feet square at
the bottom and rising to a pyramid
form about 18 or 20 feet high, were
erected on both South Beacon and
North Beacon mountains as part of a
string that stretched from New
England south. Members of the
Melzingah Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution placed a
commemorative marker on the north-
ern summit in 1900 to honor the
Patriots who had manned them. In
1913, residents chose the name
“Beacon” in a public referendum for
their new city.

The 400-member Beacon Historical
Society is also celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary, having been founded during the
American Bicentennial in 1976. Annual
$25 membership includes a monthly
newsletter, at least eight special lectures
each year and other historic program-
ming/events.  

Visit www.BeaconHistorical.org for
more information and to join.

INSIDE: HEALTHY LIFESTYLES MAGAZINE

Dutchess County St. Patrick’s Parade set for March 7

The 2026 Dutchess County St.
Patrick’s Parade Grand Marshal is
Dennis J. Murray.

-Courtesy photo 

By Morgan E. Maier
A month full of Saint Patrick’s Day cel-

ebration has begun, as Dutchess County’s
31st annual parade will stream through
Wappingers Falls on March 7. In line with
the past green-soaked iterations, it will be
a joyous day for all ages, with some first-
time marchers who especially hint at the
parade’s promising future. 

The parade will kick off at 1 p.m., with
lineup beginning at noon. St. Mary’s
Church, 11 Clinton St., will hold 9 a.m.

mass with a dedication to committee
members lost this year, including parade
founder Kevin Barry; Jane Schimpf; and
Michael Kelly. Celebrations of culture
and heritage will adorn the parade route
as homes and businesses are decked in
Irish decor for the annual contest.
Decorations will be judged on March 6. 

Among scouts, fiddlers, and first
responders marching, a new band
emerges in the parade line. The Roy C.
Ketcham and John Jay high school music

programs teamed up to create a collabora-
tive squad, representing Wappingers
Central School District for the first time
in the parade. While high school club
members have long supported parade
efforts, this band is the first to sashay
down village streets. Such a debut was
made possible through coordination of
longtime parade chairman Gene Noone,
district superintendent Dr. Dwight Bonk,
and the schools’ program leaders. 

Continued on page 2 

Continued on page 3 

By Staff Writers
Roy C. Ketcham High School and John

Jay High School, in the Wappingers
Central School District, are part of the
hands-on training program called the
Winners Circle Project (WCP). Currently
there are six high schools in Dutchess
County that offer the program. Red Hook
Central School District is seeking
approval to take part in the program.

Nonprofit founded by FDR High
School alumnus

WCP is a nonprofit organization 
founded by Hyde Park Central School
District Franklin D. Roosevelt High
School alumnus Pius Mawejje Kayiira.
Students in one course build a Factory
Five (kit) race car from scratch, while stu-
dents in a visual communications art
course and a marketing/media relations
business course learn and use public rela-
tions, marketing, journalism and video
production skills to promote their car and
build a multi-department race team.

The project culminates toward the
end of the school year with a competi-
tion on all phases at Lime Rock Race
Track in Connecticut.

Students receive hands-on 
training in Winners Circle Project

Exhibit to highlight
importance of Beacon’s

riverfront during
American Revolution

A vintage postcard with image of
DAR monument atop Mount Beacon.

-Courtesy image Beacon Historical Society

John Jay High School teacher William Roos (third from back) with John Jay
Racing members (from back) Jackson S. Joshua W., Roos, Eddie L., Patience B., Joe
C. and Arif G. in front of the Factory Five Mk5 Roadster they are working on.

-Photo by Kristine Coulter

This year’s St. Patrick’s Parade will be held on Saturday, March 7 in Wappingers
Falls. Pictured are bagpipers from the Hudson Valley Regional Police Pipes &
Drums during the 2025 St. Patrick’s Parade in Wappingers Falls. 

-Archive photo 
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Dutchess County St. Patrick’s Parade set for March 7
Continued from cover

“The groups that want to get into it
[the parade] are multiplying every year,
the local community getting bigger and
better involvement in the parade. It is a
good thing that we are getting younger.
In fact, our committee is getting
younger,” said Noone, noting that 
older members like himself can gear up
to retire. 

The parade will also honor grand
marshal Dr. Dennis J. Murray, presi-
dent emeritus of Marist University
(1976-2016 and 2019-2021). The
school was Marist College during
Murray’s 40-year tenure, which saw
the school grow from Poughkeepsie’s
hometown liberal arts college to an
institution of worldwide renown.
Murray long petitioned for Marist’s
university title, granted in 2025. 

The grandson of Irish-Catholic
immigrants, Murray’s roots lie in
County Cork and County Mayo.
Murray holds an “unwavering commit-
ment to his Irish heritage”, as stated in
his nomination, he and is the latest in a
long line of parade grand marshals rep-
resenting such values. And parade day
is more than an expression of heritage,
as several locations around Wappingers
Falls will host entertainment and other
festivities for the whole family. 

For elderly parade-goers and those with
disabilities, there will be a wheelchair
accessible space in front of Grinnell
Library, to prioritize comfort and easy

viewing for all. Parking at The Shoppes at
South Hills (the former South Hills Mall),
838 South Road, and Wappingers Junior
High School, 30 Major MacDonald Way,
is suggested, as village parking is limited.

Before and after the parade, shuttles are
available to drop folks wherever they’d
like to go.

There will be plenty to celebrate at
this parade that each year gets bigger

and better, according to Noone.
“There’s thousands of marchers, so let’s
hope we have thousands of people 
spectating and having a good time,” 
he added. 

Dennis J. Murray (left) is announced as the 2026 grand marshal at the annual Emerald Ball.
-Courtesy photo 

Caroline Dolfi of Pleasant Valley
earns award for ‘Dedicated Service’

By Curtis Schmidt
Caroline Dolfi is the epitome of an 

individual who loves and supports her 
community on a daily basis – and she has
done just that for many years.

For all of her efforts, the owner of the
Pleasant Valley Department Store has been
named the recipient of the “Gary Veeder
Award for Dedicated Service for 2025.”
Veeder, the first winner of the award, recent-
ly presented the plaque to Dolfi and noted
that it is “given annually to a person that has
improved our community over the years.”

The plaque reads - “The hamlet of
Pleasant Valley has had a varied history,
Talbots Inn, Masten’s Feed Store,
Shekomeko Lodge of FM and the Pleasant
Valley Mill. Currently, the Pleasant Valley
Department Store is one of the landmarks
that reminds us of our past. Caroline Dolfi
has been quietly active in keeping these

Caroline Dolfi, owner of the Pleasant Valley Department Store, accepts the plaque
from Gary Veeder as winner of the “Gary Veeder Award for Dedicated Service.”

-Courtesy photo

memories alive and volunteering and 
wearing different hats for many years. For
this the committee adds your name to the
Gary Veeder Award for the year 2025.”

“Pleasant Valley is my town. I’ve lived
here most of my life and I love it,” said
Dolfi. “My business is in the center of the
hamlet, so I am in touch with the communi-
ty on a daily basis. We have the most 
wonderful people living and working here –
concerned, dedicated citizens always trying
to make our town better. I’m happy to be
serving on numerous boards and committees
– working to keep our community strong
and vibrant. I truly appreciate that I was
selected among many worthy candidates
and I will keep working for our town!”

Among Dolfi’s many volunteer activities
are the following: President of the Pleasant
Valley Cemetery Association, Trustee of the

Pleasant Valley Presbyterian Church and
Trustee of the Dorothy E. Albertson
Foundation. She has also served on Pleasant
Valley Weekend and Redl Park Committees.

Two of her most cherished awards include
(1) being named an Honorary Life Member
of the Pleasant Valley Fire Company #1, and
(2) Recipient of the 2020 Larkin-Vanamberg
Memorial Award - presented to a citizen 
of Pleasant Valley who shows the same
unselfish giving of himself/herself to our 
community as Ken and Bert did. This award
is in memory of two brother firefighters who
gave their lives in the line of duty.

The “Gary Veeder Award for Dedicated
Service” was created by committee mem-

bers during the administration of Supervisor
John Delveccio. 

“It was a complete surprise to me when it
was presented at a Pleasant Valley Days,”
said Veeder, who served as Pleasant Valley
Town Supervisor from 1976-1980. He noted
that the award is non-political and the com-
mittee views a recipient that has been active
for a relatively long time. “In some cases,
their contributions are quiet and not well
known, which doesn’t decrease the recipi-
ent’s value to our community,” said Veeder.

In addition to Veeder and now Dolfi, 
previous recipients of the award include
Jean Curley and Dieter Friedrichsen.



Students receive hands-on training in Winners Circle Project
Continued from cover

John Jay High School students 
take part in WCP

“I was like random,” said Arif G., a club
member, about taking part in WCP.

William Roos is a technology teacher at
John Jay High School and a club advisor
for John Jay Racing for the WCP.
Christopher Pallozzi is the business
teacher for the club.

“I kept giving him challenges and
he’s like ‘I don’t know where he’s at,’”
Roos said about Arif. The two 
kept working – and Arif continues to be
in the club.

Another club member, Joshua W.
remarked his participation in WCP “defi-
nitely helps with Math. It’s a way for me
to learn, in different ways, to do math
with more than just writing it down on
paper,” Josh noted.

Eddie L. said what he enjoys about the
club is “the people in it.”

Patience B. said the club members are
“amusing” and “I like the fact that we can
all come together.”

Roos noted that they make the parts.
“We don’t buy them here,” he said.

“The Winners Circle makes it like that
much more special. You get close with the
other schools,” remarked Joe C., who is
also taking part in WCP at John Jay.

Jackson said WCP presents the mem-
bers with “an opportunity” and “it’s like a
community now.”

Roos noted there is also a bit of life
coaching that can occur. 

“It’s really about the students. There’s a lot
of character building here,” he said. He added
this could not be done without quality.

“They work together and they learn to
respect people because they are working
with professionals in a real-world 
setting,” remarked Roos.

“I think my family thinks [the club] is
great. They think it’s a great program,”
said Arif. He noted learning about how a
carburetor works.

“Students feel more confident driving
cars now that they know how to fix
things,” added Roos. He said, “This is the
greatest thing that could have happened to
me in my teaching career.” 

Students also do social media for the
program and newsletters. 

“These guys are crushing it with the
marketing,” noted Roos.

In the program, some of the things stu-
dents learn are: layout, design, construc-
tion, mathematics, and problem solving.

“They do a lot of innovation. We design
everything,” said Roos, adding they are in
the third year of the program at John Jay.

Roos shared about how these students
are held to a completely different stan-
dard because this is a tangible thing.

“Here, if you don’t put the bolt on the
wheel, it’s going to fall off and I’m going

to get hurt. The reality of it, the realness
of it…” said Roos. “The car is the 
shiny thing. [It’s] the experience that is 
so valuable.”

Joe shared how the program connects
them more to the community by having
car shows and holding fundraisers. 

Roy C. Ketcham 
students are learning skills 

Ronald Remick is with WCP at RCK.
Remick is in charge of the marketing side
for Ketcham Racing. They create content
and support the build team by raising
money, he said, via email.

“By taking this class, students learn
many hard and soft skills that will help
them in the real world after high school,”
shared Remick. “Building the car devel-
ops technical, mechanical and soft skills.”

Remick noted some skills include: weld-
ing, metalworking, electrical install and
diagnosis, engine assembly, body work. 

Some of the soft skills include trou-
bleshooting, problem solving, collabora-
tion and project management, he said.

“From the marketing side, students
learn to use new software to design
newsletters, podcasts, YouTube videos
and more. Marketing students are in
charge of making presentations, obtaining
sponsors and running fundraisers so the
build team can make improvements to the
car,” he said.

Remick shared, “For many students,
this class is the reason they come to
school each day. It gives them a sense of
pride and purpose and opens up many
doors for their future.”

WCP about ‘good people’
According to its website (winners-cir-

cle.org), WCP states “...our teaching
artists will guide students through the
process of creating a functioning racing
organization over one school year. The
program is focused on more than just the
technical process of building a car, but
what it takes to develop an entire racing
team as a business.”

Along the way, students receive career
coaching and take field trips that include
career exposure experiences and network-
ing. They compete against other school
districts, not only in how well they can
build a car, but how well they can market
it and build a plan for success. Each year,
up to 35 students in each school can take
part across the three classes.

“Good people is what this is all about,”
Kayiira said at a recent presentation at Red
Hook High School. “I know that we talk
about a car, and the car is really good, but I
have failed you as an educator if I have not
prepared you to be successful in life. And, in
life, you’re on so many different teams.
Some of you are on good teams that are
filled with good people.” 

Kayiira explained that the simulated
racing software from Scimitar Software

allows the students to load the exact speci-
fications of their cars, the weather for the
simulated race, temperatures, chassis set-
tings and even tire choices, as they race
virtually on circuits all over the world.
Thus the simulated race teaches not only
car control and race craft but even demon-
strates the results of changes to any of the
variables. For instance, if the simulated race
is in the rain, that requires a different chas-
sis set up as well as different tires. The stu-
dents can experiment and learn exactly
what works.

This part of the project has been amaz-
ing, said Kayiira.

“Just recently I watched one of the teams
racing in the rain at a circuit in Brazil. I must
say it was some of the best racing I’ve ever
seen anywhere,” he added.

The students using the simulator take
part in a championship that lasts for the
entire season.

“You know, we manage to impart a
broad range of skills in the project, but
we’re not only building cars; we’re build-

ing good and effective people,” Kayiira
said. “They learn that teams require a
collection of differing skills. They have
to work together creatively and manage
real-life situations.

“These teams and their leaders never
cease to impress,” he said.

When completed, the actual cars will
be tested on track over Memorial Day
weekend at Lime Rock Park, operated
by a professional racing driver. After a
number of years in the role, TransAm
champion Chris Dyson will take a break
and the testing will be handled by
Mathew Brabham.

Kayiira noted WCP is “very proud of two
Dutchess County winners of scholarships for
their performance within their teams: Gianna
Orellana of Ketcham Racing (Ketcham
High) and Dulce Garcia-Lopez from Dover
Legacy Racing.”

Both are rising seniors and will also be
invited to a wider series of events over the
next year with chances to interact with
student leaders from around the world.

William Roos, a teacher at John Jay High School, with members of the John Jay
Racing Club.

-Photo by Kristine Coulter 
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March is Brain Injury Awareness Month

To the Editor:
Every March, communities across the country recognize Brain Injury Awareness

Month, a time dedicated to increasing understanding of traumatic brain injury and the
lasting impact it can have on individuals and families.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, millions of Americans
sustain a traumatic brain injury each year, and more than five million people live with
long-term disability related to brain injury. Despite how common these injuries are,
many effects remain invisible and widely misunderstood.

Brain injuries can result from falls, motor vehicle accidents, strokes, overdoses,
sports injuries, or other medical events. While some individuals experience physical
impairments, many face cognitive and emotional challenges such as memory difficul-
ties, fatigue, sensory overload, and changes in emotional regulation that significantly
affect daily life.

For the past seven years, I have worked with participants in the New York State
Traumatic Brain Injury Waiver Program. One lesson stands out: no two brain
injuries are the same. Survivors are often misunderstood or judged because their
challenges cannot be seen, even though their brains are working harder just to com-
plete everyday tasks.

Awareness begins with understanding. Simple actions — offering patience, commu-
nicating clearly, or showing empathy when someone appears overwhelmed — can
make a meaningful difference.

This March, I encourage our community to learn more about brain injury and recog-
nize the strength it takes to live with an invisible injury. When we choose understand-
ing, we help make recovery less isolating and our community more compassionate.

Ashley Gutierrez
Hudson Valley

Captain to offer talk at Beacon
Sloop Clubhouse on March 19

Captain Sarah Armour
-Courtesy photo Beacon Sloop Club

Join Captain Sarah Armour, captain of
Mystic Seaport Museum’s schooner
Brilliant, for a talk on building a career in
tall ships, sail training, and traditional sail
on Thursday, March 19 at 7 p.m. at the
Beacon Sloop Club Clubhouse, Red
Flynn Drive, in Beacon. Starting as a vol-
unteer and trainee aboard Hudson River
Sloop Clearwater and growing up in the
Beacon Sloop Club around vessels like
Clearwater and Woody Guthrie, Sarah
will reflect on how these Hudson River
communities shaped her path—and her
progression to captain—over a decade of
work in sail training and experiential edu-
cation. The program is free.

For more information, visit
http://www.beaconsloopclub.org.

Elks sponsor Friday Night Lenten Dinners
Elks will hold Friday Night Lenten

Dinners at the Beacon Elks Lodge #1493,
900 Wolcott Ave. in Beacon. On Friday,
March 6, the dinner will be from 6-7:30 p.m.
Meal costs are $20 for adults, $18 for seniors

and $10 for children 10 and younger. One
can eat in or take out ($1 more). Proceeds
will benefit charities. 

Shrimp scampi, salad, roll and dessert will
be served. 

Essay contest winners
announced by DAR

The Melzingah Chapter of the National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution recently announced the winners of the annual American History essay
contest.

Pictured from left: Chapter Regent AnnMarie Griffith; Colin Vemulapalli; Grade
6; Eleanor Harrington, Grade 5; Julia Kocon, Grade 8; American History Chair and
Vice Regent Cynthia Colarusso.

-Courtesy photo

The Melzingah Chapter of the National
Society Daughters of the American
Revolution announced the winners of the
annual American History Essay Contest
for grades 5–8 during the Feb. 8 meeting
held at the Madam Brett Homestead in
Beacon.  The 2025-2026 topic celebrating
America’s 250th Birthday, was “Lunch
with a Signer.”  Students were asked to

select one signer of the Declaration of
Independence, discuss their actions and
service, and explain how they contributed
to the country becoming independent.
Each student received a certificate, medal,
and a cash prize.  The winning essays will
be sent for judging at the New York State
level. The three winners are students at St.
Mary School, Fishkill.

Dance at Elks Lounge set for March 13
Get On Down at the Elks Lounge

Dance Night on Friday, March 13 at 7
p.m., at 900 Wolcott Avenue (Rt. 9D),
Beacon. Lose yourself to an exciting mix
of R&B, Latin, Soul, Funk, Disco, Rock,
Reggae, Hip-Hop and more, played by DJ
Rhoda. Attire is whatever suits your mood
– from blue jeans to sparkles. These

dances are informal and even if you come
alone, you can always find a friendly part-
ner on the dance floor. $15 admission
includes complimentary snacks, and a full
cash bar.

For more information, call Rhoda at
845-765-0667 or email rhodaja@
optonline.net.
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Berg, Cary new Howland Cultural Center board members 
The Howland Cultural Center (HCC)

has two new board members -  Philip
Berg and John Cary as new members to
its Board of Directors for terms beginning
in 2026. 

Board President Theresa Kraft said,
“We are pleased to welcome Phil and
John as new members. They each bring
valuable backgrounds that will enhance
the Howland Cultural Center’s mission of
preserving our historic building and serv-
ing as a community hub for arts, culture,
and history. We are excited to continue
growing our Board as the Howland 
Center expands our program offerings and
plans future preservation projects for 
our building.” 

The addition of two new board mem-
bers increases the HCC Board size to 12
members and follows several years of
exciting program growth at the Center, as
well as the completion of a major restora-
tion of the building’s portico, which was
finished in late 2025. 

The Howland Center hosted approxi-
mately 20,000 visitors and more than 500
events in 2025, offering community-cen-
tered performances, rotating art gallery
exhibits, screenings, and special produc-
tions as well as regular monthly events
and classes. Highlights included the
Howland Chamber Music Circle,
Artichoke Storytelling Series, Nerd Nite
Hudson Valley, Howland’s Open Mic
Night, LIT LIT Open Mic for Writers, an
annual Holiday Gift Show, lectures, and
special children’s and family-friendly
programming. Classes and clubs included
the Bridge Club, Tioronda Garden Club,
kids after-school art, Mid-Hudson Music
Together, creative writing, music and
financial literacy workshops, as well as
private events.

The new Board members are: Philip C.
Berg is chairman of the corporate law
practice at Otterbourg P.C. in New York
City, representing clients in merger and
acquisition transactions, corporate financ-
ings, business start-ups and general cor-
porate matters. Berg previously served as
a corporate attorney at Cravath, Swaine &
Moore, and he also served as law clerk for
Hon. Thomas H. Meskill, Chief Judge of
the U.S. Court of Appeals, Second
Circuit. Berg received a JD degree from
Harvard Law School and a BA degree in
Chemistry from the University of
Virginia. He also serves on the board of
trustees of the Harvard Club of NYC and
previously served as Treasurer and board
member of The Players, a private club in
NYC founded in 1888 by Edwin Booth,
Mark Twain and other leading figures,
and designed by Stanford White.

John Cary is a resident of Newburgh,
originally hailing from New Orleans.
After receiving an MBA from Loyola
University, he worked at Bear Stearns and
Mellon Financial services in New York
City and New Jersey. He then owned and
operated a Unishippers franchise for 15
years, developing a small business and
entrepreneurial spirit. He then went back
to school and earned his doctorate from
St. John Fisher University and started
teaching full-time at Marist University
School of Management. Cary enjoys a
variety of sports and outdoor activities
including tennis, running, hiking, and
walking. Additionally, he has played the
guitar (acoustic, electric, and classical)
since college, recently focusing on the
classical guitar, a challenge he suggests is
beyond the acoustic guitar. Cary is mar-
ried with two boys and enjoys vacationing
at the beach.

The Howland Cultural Center Board welcomed two new members, Philip Berg and
John Cary. Berg and Cary were recently welcomed by other board members at the
Howland Cultural Center in Beacon.

-Courtesy photo HCC

Anyone interested in becoming
involved as a volunteer at the Howland

Cultural Center, please contact informa-
tion@howlandculturalcenter.org.

Rebuilding Together Hudson Valley honors community leaders at annual Partner Breakfast

Rebuilding Together Hudson Valley
(RTHV) honored outstanding commu-
nity leaders and partners at its annual
Community Partner Breakfast held
February 11 at The Heartwood at
Vassar College.

Centered around the theme “Our
Spokes of the Wheel,” the event celebrat-
ed the volunteers, donors, contractors,
sponsors, board members, and communi-
ty leaders who work together to advance
safe and healthy housing across the
Hudson Valley.

Since its founding in 1992, RTHV has
invested more than $8.6 million in capital
repairs throughout Dutchess and Ulster
Counties. In 2025 alone, the organization
engaged 104 volunteers, contributed
1,563 volunteer hours, completed over
$300,000 in market-value repairs, and
served 33 residents across 18 homes —
including seniors, veterans, and families
with children.

“Safe housing is not a luxury — it is
foundational,” said Darcy McCourt,
Executive Director of Rebuilding
Together Hudson Valley. “When every
spoke in our wheel is engaged, lives
change. The partnerships we celebrated
today make it possible for families to

remain safely in the homes they love.”

The 2026 Honorees include
the following:

Ron Stein Volunteer Award
Karen Foerst, Loss Mitigation & 

Credit Recovery Manager, Walden
Savings Bank.

The Ron Stein Volunteer Award honors
RTHV’s founding father, Ron Stein, who
established Christmas in April in
Dutchess County in 1992. Foerst was rec-
ognized for her long-standing commit-
ment as a volunteer, advocate, sponsor,
and community partner who embodies the
spirit of neighbors helping neighbors.

Tradesperson of the Year Award
Consigli Construction
Since 2017, Consigli Construction has

partnered annually with RTHV to complete
critical home repair projects. This year, the
firm led a fully volunteer and 100% in-kind
renovation that prevented the condemnation
of a senior homeowner’s residence — restor-
ing safety, stability, and dignity through
donated labor and materials.

Building Strong Communities Award
Central Hudson Gas & Electric

For more than 25 years, Central Hudson
has supported RTHV through volunteer
engagement and home sponsorships,
helping repair one to two homes annually
with employee volunteer teams. In cele-
bration of its 125th anniversary, the com-
pany also helped revitalize RTHV’s
Home Safety & Fire Prevention Program
in partnership with the American Red
Cross, expanding the installation of
smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to
protect vulnerable households.

“What I admire most about Rebuilding
Together Hudson Valley is that your work
is grounded in dignity — in meeting peo-
ple where they are, in making sure 
every family

has a safe and healthy home, and in
bringing communities together to lift each
other up,” said Eric Kiszkiel, Vice
President of Operations & Safety at
Central Hudson.

Cornerstone Award
Marvyn James, Director – System

Operations & Emergency Management,
Central Hudson Gas & Electric

A member of the RTHV Board of
Directors since 2022, Marvyn James was
honored for his leadership, volunteerism,
governance, and support of the organiza-

tion. His professional expertise in safety
and infrastructure resilience strengthens
the organization’s strategic direction and
long-term stability.

The program also featured remarks
from Perry Bird, Senior Director of
Network Advancement with Rebuilding
Together, and Dutchess County Executive
Sue Serino. Commendations were pre-
sented on behalf of Rob Rolison recogniz-
ing each honoree for their service and
impact. The Mayor of the City of
Poughkeepsie was also in attendance.

“Rebuilding Together Hudson Valley
does truly vital work to ensure our neigh-
bors have safe, stable homes and the sup-
port they need to thrive,” said Senator
Rolison. “Their commitment to strength-
ening housing and building meaningful
community partnerships makes a lasting
difference across the Hudson Valley. Our
team is honored to show up, support their
mission, and stand alongside them in this
important effort.”

RTHV will host National Rebuilding Day
on Saturday, April 25, 2026, continuing its
commitment to repairing homes, revitalizing
communities, and rebuilding lives.

For more information or to get
involved, visit www.RTHudson
Valley.org.

Residents invited to serve on County Advisory Boards
Legislature Chair Yvette Valdés Smith is

inviting Dutchess County residents to serve
on volunteer boards and committees that
advise County government on a range of
important policy issues.

Valdés Smith said, “As the new Chair of
the Dutchess County Legislature, I welcome
interested residents and stakeholders from
across the County to take a seat at the table
by joining one of the County’s many adviso-
ry boards and committees.

“Dutchess County is at a pivotal moment,
with numerous challenges and opportunities
facing both our communities and residents.
We are stronger together, which is why I am
seeking input and insights from those who
live here so we can build a thriving commu-
nity for everyone who calls Dutchess home.”

Seats are available on the following advi-
sory committees:

• Airport Advisory Committee (must
reside near the Dutchess County Airport)

• Community Services Board (Formerly
Mental Hygiene Board)

• Dutchess County Criminal Justice
Council

• Citizens Advisory Committee on
Domestic Violence

• Commission on Human Rights
• Dutchess County Fire & Safety Advisory

Board
• Fish & Wildlife Management Board

(must be a landowner who resides on rural
lands that engage in production of ag com-
modities or forest products)

• Soil & Water Conservation Board

Residents interested in serving on any of
the above committees, please email your
resume and a brief statement of interest to

Countylegislature@Dutchessny.gov;
include the name of the committee in the
subject line.
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Diversions

The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five
squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;
and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never con-
tain the same number.

Suguru

The solutions to the Sudoko, Crossword puzzle and Suguru can be found on page 11.

ACROSS
1. UPS competitor
5. “The One I Love” band
8. Prior to, pref.
11. Gin flavor
12. ____wig or ____winkle
13. Command to Fido
15. ____ Grey of tea fame
16. Policemen’s surprise
17. Brunch offering
18. *Explorer Amerigo’s last name
20. Rock opera version of “La
Boheme”
21. Gossipmonger, in Yiddish
22. Ballet step
23. *Henry the Navigator’s title
26. Chicken pox pimples
30. Poetic “even”
31. Demosthenes or Cicero
34. “The ____ on the Floss”
35. Stories “from the Crypt”
37. Rank above maj.
38. Sore spot
39. “Happily ____ after”
40. Familiar routine
42. “Wow!”
43. Retina, pl.
45. *Explorer Shackleton’s first
name
47. New on the block?
48. Barbara Eden’s TV character
50. Rumple
52. *First one to circumnavigate
globe, almost
55. *Lewis’ or Clark’s vessel
56. Fictional giant
57. Plaintiff
59. Shrovetide dish
60. Zig or zag
61. Dunking cookie
62. “____ and the City”
63. “C’____ la vie!”
64. Backgammon predecessor

DOWN
1. Take drugs
2. Bohemian, e.g.
3. Skin opening
4. Short for self-synchronous
5. Don’t just stand there!
6. “Fear of Flying” author Jong
7. Skirt length
8. Part of a hammer
9. Wholly engrossed
10. Obtain, but just barely
12. Gardening tool
13. Junk yard stuff
14. *”Dr. Livingstone, I ____?”
19. Fictional cowboy Bill
22. One better than bogey
23. J.M. Barrie’s Pan
24. Plunder
25. *Geographical feature named
for Ponce de Leon
26. *Inspiration for hide-and-seek
game
27. City in Belgium
28. North Pole workers
29. Winter driving hazard
32. Homesteader’s purchase, sing.
33. Likewise
36. *Possibly America’s first
European Leif ____
38. Jeopardy
40. Horse poker
41. Tooth cover
44. One born to Japanese immi-
grants
46. Willie of country music fame
48. Dashboard windows
49. Type of heron
50. Gender checkbox
51. Windows alternative
52. Change address
53. Mystique
54. Not ever, poetically
55. TV network
58. “Maggie May” singer

THEME: WORLD EXPLORERS
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Renegades, PSC set 
Seasonal Job Fair on March 7
The Hudson Valley Renegades, the

High-A affiliate of the New York
Yankees, and Professional Sports
Catering (PSC) have announced that
they will be holding a seasonal job fair
at Heritage Financial Park on Saturday,
March 7 in anticipation of the 2026
season and other Heritage Financial
Park events.

From 10 a.m. until 2 p.m., Renegades
and PSC staff will be conducting on-
site interviews for part-time seasonal
employment for the 2025 season.
Candidates must be 16 years of age to
apply, must be able to pass a back-
ground check, and must be able to work
all home games (April-September) and
additional events as needed.

Job seekers should anticipate filling
out a short candidate form onsite and
the interview Attendees for the job fair
may park in the Legends Lot at
Heritage Financial Park no charge.
Follow the signs to the left of the main
gate to access the entrance to the
WMCHealth Club Lounge.

Dutchess County Public
Transportation Bus Route B both
Northbound from Beacon and
Southbound from Poughkeepsie stops
at Heritage Financial Park. See sched-
ules and routes at dutchessny.gov/
Departments/Public-Transit/Routes-
Schedules.htm.

The Renegades will be interviewing
for the following positions: Box Office
Staff, Ushers & Guest Services, Front
Gate Ticket Takers, Heritage Financial
Credit Union Fun Zone Attendants,

Security, Parking Attendants, Cleaning
Team, Landscaping, Grounds Crew,
Pregame Stadium Operations Staff,
Game Entertainment Staff (Pinstripe
Posse, Music Operator, etc.), Broadcast
Production Staff and Team Store Staff.

PSC will be interviewing for the 
following positions: Concessions
Associates (Cashier, Food Runner,
Food Prep, Food Delivery), Suite
Attendants, Picnic Attendants and
Warehouse,

The ideal candidates must be fun-
loving, outgoing, reliable and service-
oriented. All applicants must be 16
years of age or older by March 31 to
work for the Renegades and Heritage
Financial Park. Previous employees
need not apply. 

To learn more about opportunities
available, please visit: milb.com/
hudson-valley/about/employment or 
follow the QR Code below.

By Morgan E. Maier
The Arlington High School boys bas-

ketball team will vie for a spot in the
Section 1 Class AAA basketball champi-
onships, squaring off for a semifinal
match against the behemoth top seed,
Mamaroneck (March 4, 8:15 p.m.). The
winner of that match will face the victor
of North Rockland and Mount Vernon
(March 4, 4:45 p.m.) for the title on
March 8, 1:30 p.m. All games to take
place at the Westchester County Center.

The Arlington girls look to advance
to their own championship final, but a
surprise Storm stands in their way. Ally
Kaminski scored her 1,000th career
point (and counting!) for Ketcham this
season, and looks to lead them to a sec-
tion championship. The winner of the
March 4 semifinal will face
Mamaroneck or Albertus Magnus for
the ‘chip, also at the County Center on
March 8.

Sectional play is also underway in
Section 9, where Our Lady of Lourdes
boasts 2-seeds in the boys’ and girls’
Class AAA competitions.

On another dominant season for the
Lady Raiders, Red Hook holds the top
seed in Class A. Mid-Hudson Athletic
League All-Stars Elenna Magee and
Nina Kortbus look to lead the favorites
to the title.

Beacon looks to break through the mid-
dle of the pack in Class A, while
Spackenkill looks primed for an upset of
Highland. Beacon, Highland, Red Hook,
and Marlboro were hosting the quarterfi-
nals on March 2. Pine Plains holds the 3-
seed, looking to upset John S. Burke in
Class C.

American Conference MVP and
MHAL All-Star Bleck Ngon looks to lead
Lourdes over the Newburgh Free
Academy Goldbacks on March 5. The
Warriors will have home gym advantage,
tipping off at 5 p.m.

Meanwhile in Class A, Spackenkill
squared off with New Paltz on March 2
for the rights to play the big, bad Beacon
Bulldogs. Division champion and 2-seed
Red Hook, led by All-Stars Rileigh
Jackson and Matt Simmons, looks to
make a push across the bracket.

Section 1, 9 basketball playoffs
scheduled for area HS squads

Anderson Foundation for Autism leads
national dialogue with rebranded podcast

Anderson Foundation for Autism’s
executive leadership team has announced
that it has developed a new strategy and
brand for its long-standing podcast.

Hosted by Eliza Bozenski, LMSW,
Chief Development Officer of Anderson
Foundation for Autism, the radio show,
named for autism incidence rates since its
inception in 2012, will now be called “1
in 31: Autism Today.” Produced by Pamal
Broadcasting in Beacon, NY, episodes
have featured celebrity guests such as Dr.
Temple Grandin, renowned doctors like
Dr. Kristin Sohl, local professionals such
as Ashley Quitoni (Adaptive CrossFit
845), along with families, advocates,
behavioral therapists, educators, docu-
mentary filmmakers, and more.

Patrick Paul, CEO/Executive Director
of Anderson Center for Autism, said
“Over the past decade-plus, Eliza’s inter-
views have helped raise tremendous
awareness about autism, from how it
presents to what programs can optimize
the quality of life for those diagnosed.
The show provides a unique platform for
us to highlight experts, thought leaders,
families, and so many others who are
working to advance our mission. As the
audience has grown, particularly more
recently, it started to become clear to
Eliza and her development team at
Anderson that the show was ready for a
more comprehensive strategy.”

Bozenski added, “So many listeners
have commented on how much they have
learned from our podcast; we believe that
we have a responsibility to get this con-
tent in front of as many people as possible
and knew it was time to think about ways
to expand our reach. Renaming the show
1 in 31: Autism Today will help those
searching for podcasts specific to autism
more easily find us.”

She continued, “Given the fact that
Anderson Center for Autism has become

a resource for people from all over our
country and the world, it is time we posi-
tion the podcast to play a more prominent
role in the national and international 
conversation about all things related 
to autism.”

Examples of upcoming guests include
Lauren Allen from SUNY Empire and
author Brigitte Shipman, who is also a
parent of an autistic child. “1 in 31:
Autism Today” airs on Pamal
Broadcasting stations in the Hudson
Valley region of New York, such as
WGHQ, WBPM, WHUD, and WGNY. It
can also be streamed on Amazon Music,
Apple Podcasts, Boomplay, iHeart,
Podbean, Podchaser, Spotify, and
YouTube.

In addition to serving as Chief
Development Officer at Anderson
Foundation for Autism and host of 1 in
31: Autism Today, Bozenski serves as a
trustee on the Boards of RUPCO and the
Mead School. The resident of Rhinebeck,
New York holds Bachelor's degree in
Psychology from Miami University of
Ohio, and a Master’s Degree in Clinical
Social Work from Columbia University.

Learn more about the 1 in 31: Autism
Today podcast by visiting andersoncen-
terforautism.org/1in31.

Eliza Bozenski, LMSW, Chief
Development Officer, Anderson
Foundation for Autism, hosts “1 in 31:
Autism Today” podcast.  

-Courtesy photo
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Obituaries
Mary Ann Reifeiss

Mary Ann Reifeiss, 87, of Fishkill, NY
passed away at her home on February 22,
2026. She was born at home in 1938 to
Peter and Catherine (Clifford) Martin in
Hollis, Queens. She was the second oldest
of eight children, six of whom have pre-
deceased her. She grew up in White
Plains, NY, raised her children in
Manlius, NY, eventually moving to, and
retiring in, Dutchess County, NY.

Mary (Mom, Nana) married Robert F.
Reifeiss, Sr. of Yonkers, NY, her love at
first sight, in 1960. Robert (Bob, Dad,
GrampaBob) predeceased her in 2014.

The special joys of her life were her
four children, Robert Reifeiss, Jr.,
Maryann Reifeiss-Schreck, Elizabeth
Reifeiss Krason, and Katrin Reifeiss-
Helmick, and their spouses, Wendy,

Richard, Daniel, and Tom. Her eight grandchildren filled her with immense happiness
and pride: Hayley and Payton Reifeiss; Catherine, Hannah, and Kylie Schreck; Noah
and Leah Krason; and Lukas Helmick.

Mary was an employee of JCPenney Co. for 15 years in Syracuse and
Poughkeepsie, NY. Prior to that, she was a Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
teacher for five years at St. Ann's Church in Manlius, NY. Mary’s greatest joy was
spending time with her children and grandchildren, gardening, and refreshing the
walls of each of her homes with a new coat of paint. Mary loved a party. She was
the best host and entertainer, always going above and beyond when it came to food
and decoration, making everyone feel welcome, and well fed, who came into her
home. A great sense of humor and laughter, and some dancing, could be counted
on. Dancing to Frank Sinatra and doing the Lindy with her husband was a highlight
for her throughout their marriage. She could debate politics with the best of them.
Mary spent her later years traveling to Europe and up and down the East Coast, and
relishing in the company of her children and grandchildren. Mostly, she touched so
many peoples lives throughout her long life. She was selfless, always putting
everyone before herself and doing her best to care for them.

Mary wanted special mention of her niece Britt for her consistent thoughtfulness
and kindness. She also wanted special mention of her nephews Erik, Topher, and
their spouses, her niece Kiki, and her brother-in-law Joe. Her cousins Beth and
Jennifer, and her Bennett and Buchanan cousins. In addition, her friends Gloria,
Sue, and Linda who she shared many good times with, and her hairdresser Karen
who always made her look fabulous.

In honor of Mary’s life, she asked that donations be made to the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU) in her memory. A Celebration of Life ceremony will take
place in the spring.

Mary, Mom, Nana was loved to the moon and back and her presence will be incred-
ibly missed.

To send a personal condolence please visit www.riverviewbyhalvey.com.
Funeral arrangements are under the care of Riverview Funeral Home by Halvey,

LLC.

Laura Washington, President and CEO of Community Foundations of the Hudson
Valley, is pictured with William “Bill" Calderara, President and CEO of Ulster
Savings Bank. 

-Courtesy photo

ner with CFHV on this important initia-
tive,” said Bill Calderara, president &
CEO of Ulster Savings Bank. “By com-
bining philanthropic leadership with com-
munity banking expertise, we can help
ensure local nonprofits have the tools they
need to continue serving our region.”

LIFT is designed to evolve to meet future

community needs. While the pilot focuses
on bridge lending, CFHV anticipates
expanding the LIFT platform in the future to
include additional local impact tools that
complement traditional grantmaking.

For more information about LIFT or to
learn how to participate, visit
CommunityFoundationsHV.org.

Community Foundations of the Hudson Valley,
Ulster Savings Bank Launch Loan Initiative

The Community Foundations of the
Hudson Valley (CFHV) has announced the
launch of the Local Impact Fund for
Tomorrow (LIFT). LIFT, a new local impact
platform, is designed to strengthen the
region’s nonprofit and community develop-
ment ecosystem, beginning with a pilot low-
interest bridge loan initiative serving nonprof-
its in Dutchess, Ulster and Putnam Counties.

The LIFT bridge loan pilot is designed to
address structural challenges by providing
short-term, affordable loans tied to docu-
mented grants or contracts. Nonprofits often
operate on reimbursement-based govern-
ment contracts or delayed grant payments.
While funding may be contractually com-
mitted, organizations must frequently cover
expenses weeks or months before funds are
received. These timing gaps can delay proj-
ects, strain operations, and limit impact.
LIFT loans of up to $50,000 will help eligi-
ble nonprofits move projects forward, main-
tain continuity of services, and stabilize cash
flow while awaiting committed funding.

“Nonprofits are essential to the health
and economic vitality of the Hudson
Valley,” said Laura Washington, President
& CEO of CFHV. “Through LIFT, we’re
putting charitable dollars to work in a
practical way — helping organizations
bridge short-term funding gaps so impor-
tant projects don’t stall. And because
these loans are repaid and reinvested, the
same dollars can support multiple non-
profits over time.”

“Community foundations were created
to invest in the places we call home,” said
Robert J. Cotter, Chair of the Board of

Trustees. “This bridge-loan program is a
natural extension of our original mission
that started us in 1969 as The Area Fund.
By putting charitable capital to work
locally, we can help keep important proj-
ects moving and strengthen the organiza-
tions that make the Hudson Valley a
vibrant and resilient region.”

At launch, CFHV has committed
$250,000 from its Trustees’ Endowment
to capitalize the pilot, joined by early
fundholder support and the bank’s partic-
ipation. As loans are repaid, funds will be
recycled to support additional nonprofits,
multiplying the community impact of the
initial investment.

“Launching this program required care-
ful planning, thoughtful risk assessment,
and the right partners,” said Frances
Barney Knutsen, CFA, vice chair of
CFHV’s Board of Trustees and chair of
the LIFT Committee, who brings more
than 30 years of experience in strategic
development and investment analysis.
“This pilot gives us a strong foundation
for a robust and responsible impact
investing platform — one that will allow
CFHV to support high-impact projects
while maintaining the financial steward-
ship our donors expect.”

Loans will be made by CFHV and origi-
nated and serviced by Ulster Savings Bank,
which may purchase a participating interest
in each loan and will manage loan adminis-
tration. This partnership brings strong under-
writing standards, financial expertise, and
accountability to the program.

“Ulster Savings Bank is proud to part-

By Kristine Coulter
The Council passed a resolution regarding

parking, as well as standing and stopping,
during its Feb. 18 meeting.

City of Beacon Mayor Lee Kyriacou had
attorney for the city, Nicholas Ward Willis,
explain the local law.

Ward Willis stated, “There are four compo-
nents to this local law. The first concerns
reserved parking spaces at the City Hall,
municipal hall center, which are being changed
from specific names to now stating reserved
parking tow- away zones. So, the public is on
notice they are reserved parking spaces.”

The second concerns the Mase Hook &
Ladder parking lot on Main St. 

“In the code there are spaces set aside for
the fire department. It’s no longer set aside
for a fire department use, and the city has
sold that building. As part of the contract, [it
was] agreed three parking spaces would be
signed, posted and reserved, for residents of
that building, and additionally the parking lot
is being renamed to the Mase Hook &
Ladder Parking Lot,” Ward Willis explained. 

“The third component of the local law is one
which will allow the police department to
enforce parkers who occupy more than one
parking space or park outside the designated
striping for the parking space either too far

over, backward or front, or into the travel way,
which creates issues,” said Ward Willis. He
noted that now it will be subject to a city code
violation and a $75 parking ticket.

The fourth component concerns restrict-
ing parking on the northern side of Main St
at Fishkill Ave.

Ward Willis explained the city code “pro-
hibits 30-feet within parking of an intersec-
tion, the fire department recommended that
this particular intersection be increased to 60
feet,” which will allow for a greater turning
area for emergency vehicles.

The attorney noted this went to the Traffic
Safety Committee.

Kyriacou opened up the public hearing.
No one from the public commented. The
public hearing was then closed.

It was asked with this new law would
oversized vehicles, longer than a parking
stall, be a violation. “It would be [a viola-
tion],” replied Ward Willis.

It was noted a vehicle has to be inside a
stall, both vertically and horizontally.

Kyriacou noted there are two blocks
where Main St. is very narrow. He said he
assumes the police are mindful and thought-
ful about that. 

It was stated one would not get a ticket if
one was unloading a truck.

Council passes local law on parking 
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Obituaries

Matilda Jean Brooks 
Matilda Jean Brooks, 89, of

Wappingers Falls NY, passed away
peacefully on February 3, 2026 at Vassar
Brothers Medical Center. Born on August
11, 1936, in Middlefield, Otsego County
NY, Matilda was the daughter of the late
J. Andrew and Esther Moore Wahl. In
1956, she married the love of her life, the
late John H. Brooks, Sr. That same year,
they welcomed their son, John H. Brooks,
Jr. Sadly, Johnny passed away at the ten-
der age of five, a loss Matilda carried with
quiet strength throughout her life.

Matilda’s life was defined by service to
others, and she has been honored and rec-
ognized with many awards for her unwa-
vering commitments. She was a devoted
member of Christ United Methodist
Church in Beacon and an active partici-
pant in their Women’s Group. An active

life member of several veterans’ organizations for nearly 50 years, she served as
Commander/President and other executive and supportive roles for: the Disabled
American Veterans Chapter #144 Auxiliary Unit Castle Point and DAV Dept of NY
Auxiliary; the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5913 Auxiliary Wappingers Falls and
VFW Auxiliary Dept. of NY District 2; and the Military Order of the Cootie Auxiliary
Grand of NY. She has volunteered over 30,000 hours at the VA Hudson Valley Health
Care System-Castle Point facility in various roles: inpatient transporter, clothing room,
facility info desk, and DAV transport driver. She was a member of Knights of
Columbus Trinity Council No. 445. Matilda loved to travel to the conventions, confer-
ences and training sessions throughout NY and across the nation. She has been an inspi-
ration for her dedication to supporting all veterans, active-duty personnel, their fami-
lies and community, and her endearing smile and generous heart will be sorely missed.

Matilda joined the Chelsea Fire Co. in 1980 as an active firefighter and has assisted
at nearly every event since, always ready to lend a helping hand. She was a member of
the Fire Police organizations in Dutchess, Putnam and Ulster counties, and the Fire
Fighters Assoc. of the State of NY. Born on a farm, she remained dedicated to agricul-
tural interests as member of NY State, Otsego Co. Pomona Grange #16 and Westville
Grange #540. Before retirement, Matilda worked as a home care aid for a private
agency, for the Dutchess Co. Office of the Aging, and for the Highland Hospital in
Beacon. For fun, she loved playing cards and dominos with friends. 

Matilda is survived by her brother-in-law, Rev. Fred R. Brooks, Jr.; her many nieces
and nephews, great-nieces and -nephews; her goddaughter; and her many friends. In
addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her siblings, William, George, Andrew,
Walter, Minna, and Henrietta, and a few nieces and nephews.

Family and friends are invited to gather on Monday, March 16, from 4 to 8 p.m. at
Riverview Funeral Home by Halvey, 2 Beekman Street, Beacon. There will be memo-
rials by her member organizations, and a funeral service will be held at 7:30 p.m., with
Pastor Yeon Shin officiating.

To send a personal condolence or share photos, visit www.riverviewbyhalvey.com.
Funeral arrangements are under the care of Riverview Funeral Home by Halvey, LLC.

Rose Horton

Rose Horton, a life-long Village of
Wappingers Falls resident, passed away
peacefully on February 22, 2026 at The
Pines at Poughkeepsie Center for Nursing;
at the age of 85. She was born on September
20, 1940 in Wappingers Falls, NY daughter
of the late Nicholas & Sarah (Trepepi)
Francese. Rose attended and graduated from
Wappinger Central Schools.

On September 14, 1963, she married
Louis I Horton, who predeceased her on
December 10, 2017; after 54 years of mar-
riage.

Rose loved the New York Yankees, Star
Trek and David Hasselhoff, but most of all
her family. She dedicated herself to her work
as an insurance broker, and served proudly
as President of the Federation of New York
Insurance Professionals. Rose was also
involved in the Village of Wappingers
Baseball Program, where she served as a

Senior League Manager, for many years.
Rose leaves behind to cherish her memory, her three sons, David F. Horton and his

wife Eileen Travis Horton; John F. Horton and his wife Rachael Morphet; Louis B.
Horton and his wife Kerri Horton. She is also survived by her 9 grandchildren, Alex
Morphet , Dylan Morphet and his wife Courtney, Kayley Karpisz and husband Ryan,
Patricia Horton and partner Roy, Michael Kostecke, Megan Morphet, Nicole, Alex and
wife Brianna Horton, Zachary and wife Erica Horton; her 13 Great Grandchildren,
Peyton, Bionca, Kirsten, Ethan, Aidin, Stacia, Benjamin Eli, Lyle, Gabriel, Jasmine,
Fordham, Alexander Jr. and Parker. Rose is survived by her older brother Frank
Francese and his wife Ruth; sister-in-law Jean Francese. 

Along with her parents and her husband, Rose was predeceased by her older brothers
Joseph, Vincent and Nicholas Francese.

Her Family gathered with Friends on Friday, February 27th at DELEHANTY FUNERAL
HOME, 64 East Main Street, Wappingers Falls, where a prayer service was held. Interment
will be private at discretion and convenience of her family. To offer a message of condolence
or share a fond memory, please visit: www.DelehantyFuneral.com.

Peter Raymond Berg, 77,  fought his last
battle and hesitantly stepped into the uni-
verse on February 23rd, 2026.

He was born in Ossining, NY on
September 15, 1948. From the beginning he
had a panache for doing things his way. He
was a creative builder and spent his time
restoring old houses and vintage cars, he
could fix anything. He selflessly helped any-
one that needed a hand and was the first to
jump in and problem solve when needed.

He volunteered with the United States
Army and served in Vietnam in 1968-69. He
was honorably discharged in 1970. He spent
many years silently mourning his fellow sol-
diers that never returned. Pete worked as a
carpenter and foreman with the Carpenter’s
Union in Westchester until his retirement.
Though he never really stopped working.

In 1981 he married Amy (Geyer) Berg,

before moving to Fishkill in 1984. 
Pete was predeceased by his parents August and Eleanor (Quill) Berg. He is survived by

his wife and children, Peter G. Berg (NJ), Tracy Berg Bagnato (NJ), Eric Berg (AR) and Evan
Berg (NY). His sister Marilyn Sullivan (NY), 8 grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.

Pete was known by many as they watched him walk his varied paths through life. He was
a member of Sunup Rod and Gun Club and The Dutchess Cruisers.  

His family would like to thank the First Responders of Fishkill, amazing neighbors that
jumped in to help selflessly on Feb 23rd, the compassionate medical personnel at Castle
Point, and West Haven VA hospitals as well as all members of the military that served and
continue to serve our country.

The family would like to grieve in private and invite all that knew him to stop by the
“house that Pete built,” at any time to pay their respects. 

May this proud soldier find peace as he journeys on.
Arrangements are under the direction of McHoul Funeral Home of Fishkill, Inc., 1089

Main Street, Fishkill, NY.  For online tributes, visit www.mchoulfuneralhome.com. 

Peter Berg

Evalisa Skyrianos, a 30-year resident of
Wappingers Falls, formerly of Mahopac,
passed away suddenly on Monday, February
23, 2026 at Vassar Brothers Medical Center
in Poughkeepsie. She was 55.

Daughter of Rafael Guzman and
Margarita Cancel, she was born on July 22,
1970 and was raised in the Bronx.

Evalisa owned and operated her own food
truck known as Evie’s Eats. She was an avid
reader and coffee drinker who enjoyed doing
crafts such as Legos, ceramics, and coloring.

She will be remembered as the light and
glue of her family. Evalisa was devoted to
her husband, children, and most especially
her grandchildren, who affectionately knew
her as their Abuela.

In 1993, she married Athanasios
Skyrianos in Mahopac. Athanasios sur-
vives at home in Wappingers Falls.

She is also survived by her sons and their wives: Stavros & Christine Skyrianos of New
Paltz and Athanasios Rafael & Stephane Skyrianos of Wappingers Falls; her grandchildren:
Arietta, Athanasios, Isabella, and Sofia; her siblings: Olga M. Diaz, Anibal Morales, Eddie
Morales, Elsie Cancino, Ana Morales, Max Morales, Irma Morales, Edwin Borrero, Wanda
Waring, Vivian Bedford and Diane Skiranos; as well as a host of nieces & nephews includ-
ing Jayla Perales and Madeline Navarrette; and many other loving relatives.

Evalisa was preceded in death by her brother, Rafael Guzman; and her sister, Julie Sciortino.
Calling hours were held on Monday, March 2 at the McHoul Funeral Home of Fishkill,

Inc., 1089 Main Street, Fishkill, NY. A funeral service was offered immediately following
visitation. Interment followed at Fishkill Rural Cemetery, 801 Route 9, Fishkill, NY.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association
(www.alz.org) and the Muscular Dystrophy Association (www.mda.org).

For online tributes, visit www.mchoulfuneralhome.com.

Evalisa Skyrianos

John Anthony Campanella

John Anthony Campanella was born in
the Bronx on August 7, 1936. His parents
were Joseph Campanella and Antoinette
DeSimone Campanella Leggire. The fam-
ily owned and operated JO Ann’s restau-
rant in Beekman, NY from 1956 to 1972.

He received his Bachelor of Science
Degree from New Paltz State University
in 1959. In 1965, he received his 
Master of Science with a major in
Administration.

John started his career in the
Wappingers Central School District.
From 1959-1963, he taught fourth and
sixth grade at Vassar Road Elementary. In
1964, he was assistant principal of Evans
Elementary School. In 1965, he was co-
coordinator of Education at Gayhead
Elementary School and in 1967, became

assistant principal. He was principal at Sheafe Road School in 1968 and stayed there
until 1988. In the latter part of 1988, he was principal of Gayhead Elementary School
until he retired in 1992.

After retiring from Wappingers Central School District, John was interim principal at the
Arlington High School in the Arlington Central School District and the Red Hook High
School in Red Hook, NY. He was a Region 4 Representative for SAANYS from 1993-2000.
He was also a member of the Knights of Columbus and the Italian Center. When he was not
educating children, John worked as a driver for the Van Vlack Cleaners.

Surviving at home is his wife, Sue Lawrence Campanella; 4 sons: John J.
Campanella and his wife, Tammy, of Hyde Park, NY, Joseph M. Campanella and his
wife, Janet, of Clifton Park, NY, Darrin P. Lawrence and his wife, Tracy, of Oak Ridge,
TN, and Steven A. Lawrence and his wife, Louise, of Gastonia, NC.

His love for his grandchildren gave him many happy moments and brought smiles of
joy to his face. They are Nicholas Campanella, Courtney Fisher, Blake Campanella,
John Michael Campanella, Anthony Lawrence, Rebecca Campanella, Zachary
Lawrence, Xander Lawrence, Kyra Lawrence, Dylan Fisher and a special friend,
Ayisha Webster. His great grandchildren: Lyla, Axel and Levi Lawrence, Iyla and
Gretta Campanella, and Elijah Fisher.

Family will receive their friends on Thursday, March 5, 2026 from 2 to 6 pm at Straub,
Catalano & Halvey Funeral Home, 55 E. Main Street, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be offered on Friday, March 6, 2026 at 10 am at St.
Mary’s Church, 11 Clinton Street in Wappingers Falls. Entombment will follow in
Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery, Poughkeepsie.

In keeping with his career and his love of children, the family asks that in lieu of
flowers donations be made to the Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie
(childrenshome.us) and Glaucoma Research (glaucoma.org).

To send the family a personal condolence, please visit our website at
www.StraubCatalanoHalvey.com.
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this week’s puzzle solutions
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March 4, 2026 BEACON FREE PRESS Page 11

Lit Lit set 
for March 6 
in Beacon

Time for Lit Lit, the open mic for 
literary works, on Friday, March 6 at 7
p.m. at Howland Cultural Center, 477
Main St. in Beacon.

Lit Lit is all about welcoming writers
from every walk of life and genre to share
their writing of up to 5 minutes in length.
Donna Minkowitz is the host. 

A $5 donation is suggested.
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STATE OF NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT : COUNTY OF DUTCHESS
--------------------------------------------------------
In the Matter of the Foreclosure of Tax Liens by
Proceeding In Rem Pursuant to Article Eleven                                  
of the Real Property Tax Law by
DUTCHESS COUNTY
--------------------------------------------------------

The above-captioned proceeding is hereby commenced to enforce the payment of
delinquent taxes or other lawful charges which have accumulated and become liens
against certain property.  The parcels to which this proceeding applies are identified on
Schedule “A” of this Petition, which is annexed hereto and made a part hereof.  This 
document serves both as a Petition of Foreclosure and a Notice of Foreclosure for 
purposes of this proceeding.

Effect of Filing: All persons having or claiming to have an interest in the real 
property described in this Petition are hereby notified that the filing of this Petition 
constitutes the commencement by the Tax District of a proceeding in the court specified
in the caption above to foreclose each of the tax liens described by a foreclosure 
proceeding in rem.

Nature of Proceeding: This proceeding is brought against the real property only
and is to foreclose the tax liens described in this Petition.  No personal judgment will be
entered herein for such taxes or other legal charges or any part thereof.

Persons Affected: This Notice is directed to all persons owning or 
having or claiming to have an interest in the real property described in this Petition.  Such
persons are hereby further notified that a duplicate of this Petition has been filed in the
office of the Commissioner of Finance, the Enforcing Officer of the Tax District, and will
remain open for public inspection up to and including the date specified below as the last
day for redemption.

Right of Redemption: Any person having or claiming to have an interest in any
such real property and the legal right thereto may, on or before said date, redeem the
same by paying the amount of all such unpaid tax liens thereon, including all interest and
penalties and other legal charges which are included in the lien against such real 
property, computed to and including the date of redemption.  Such payments shall be
made to the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance, 22 Market Street, 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601.  In the event that such taxes are paid by a person other than
the record owner of such real property, the person so paying shall be entitled to have the
tax liens affected thereby satisfied of record.

LAST DAY FOR REDEMPTION: THE LAST DAY FOR REDEMPTION IS
HEREBY FIXED AS JULY 29, 2026.

Service of Answer: Every person having any right, title, or interest in or lien upon
any parcel of real property described in this Petition may serve a duly verified answer
upon the attorney for the Tax District setting forth in detail the nature and amount of his
or her interest and any defense or objection to the foreclosure.  Such answer must be
filed in the Office of the County Clerk and served upon the attorney for the Tax District on
or before the date above mentioned as the last day for redemption.

Failure to Redeem or Answer: In the event of failure to redeem or answer by
any person having the right to redeem or answer, such person shall be forever
barred and foreclosed of all of his or her right, title and interest and equity of re-
demption in and to the parcel described in this Petition and a judgment in foreclo-
sure may be taken by default.
Dated:  January 27, 2026.

STATE OF NEW YORK          )
) ss:

COUNTY OF DUTCHESS  )  

I, HEIDI SEELBACH, being duly sworn, depose and affirm under penalty of perjury:  I
am the Enforcing Officer for the County of Dutchess.  I have read this Petition and No-
tice which I have signed, and I am familiar with its contents.  The contents of this Petition
and Notice are true to the best of my knowledge, based upon the records of the office of
the Dutchess County Commissioner of Finance.  I do not know of any errors or omis-
sions in this Petition and Notice.  

SCHEDULE A
RECORD OWNER SWIS CODE

TOWN OF AMENIA
COHEN, CHRISTI 132000-7064-19-655163-0000
SILO RIDGE E14 LLC, 132000-7066-02-675605-0000
SILO LL5 LLC, 132000-7066-02-790811-0000
DUNLOP, KATHARINE C 132000-7067-00-565360-0000
VOORHEES, PAUL 132000-7165-01-010790-0000
SIMMONS, LOUIS 132000-7165-01-133757-0000
WHEELER, RUTH 132000-7165-01-185812-0000
DAISEY MAY REALTY LLC, 132000-7167-13-110457-0000
KCD REALESTATE LLC, 132000-7167-13-180478-0000

TOWN OF BEEKMAN
RODULFO, ENLETTA 132200-6558-08-977836-0000
BEREND, ERIC 132200-6558-12-991574-0000
DOMINGUES, ADELINO 132200-6559-02-863697-0000
DOMINGUES, LUCINDA
FERRARA, LAURA 132200-6657-08-928858-0000
TALLEYRAND TRANSPORTATION LLC, 132200-6658-00-308998-0000
GOODWIN, JAMES 132200-6659-00-705311-0000
SMITH, DAVIOT 132200-6756-00-964329-0000
SCHWARTZ, TANNER 132200-6757-00-406130-0000
DIAMOND HORSE DEVELOPERS INC, 132200-6758-00-590688-0000
GREEN HILLFARM HOLDINGS LLC, 132200-6759-00-912540-0000
ROBERTS, ALAN J 132200-6859-03-048444-0000

ROBERTS, DONNAM
GOLDMAN, CHARLES  TRUSTEE 132200-6959-13-234277-0000

TOWN OF CLINTON
BOGART, MATTHEW 132400-6266-00-709288-0000
HARRIS, JOSHUA 132400-6469-00-475702-0000
HARRIS, JOSHUA 132400-6469-00-493913-0000
BORZELL, KATHLEEN M 132400-6469-09-206613-0000
BORZELL, THOMAS J
KHOO, YU-PIN 132400-6568-00-094956-0000

TOWN OF DOVER
GOLDMAN, CHARLES  TRUSTEE 132600-6959-13-242279-0000
CHALET, RENE SILVAIN  RM 132600-7059-00-293975-0000
NELLI, DELFA LT
SOLAR HEIGHTS 1 LLC, 132600-7059-00-535425-0000
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 132600-7061-00-797987-0000
TAX SALE IN-REM 2017,
SMITH, ETHEL 132600-7062-06-432843-0000
SMITH, JAMES G 132600-7062-06-434801-0000
ARSENAULT, CATHERINE 132600-7063-00-657215-0000
PRECIADO, JESUS 132600-7063-16-904325-0000
PRECIADO, MICHAELLEE
MILLER, EVELYN 132600-7160-01-404699-0000
MILLER, NICHOLAS
ALBA-PEREZ, CLAUDIO J 132600-7260-00-224025-0000
CABREJA, BILCENIAB
KELLOGG, DAVID C 132600-7264-00-338050-0000

TOWN OF EAST FISHKILL
TC 727 5TH LLC, 132800-6354-00-784879-0000
FRANK, ERROL 132800-6356-01-413831-0000
GREEN, LATAVIA 132800-6356-04-611283-0000
DEANGELIS, NINAMICHELE 132800-6357-02-675690-0000
RUBINO, THERESA 132800-6357-04-712222-0000
MARRERO, CARLOS O JR 132800-6358-02-503519-0000
GAUDINIER, MICHELLE L 132800-6358-04-528249-0000
SEKUNNALAKE BEACH CLUB LTD, 132800-6454-01-060725-0000
MC GRATH, KEVIN 132800-6456-04-752118-0000
MC GRATH, MARGARET
IRV BROADWAY LLC, 132800-6457-01-267699-0000
IRV BROADWAY LLC, 132800-6457-01-276729-0000
IRV BROADWAY LLC, 132800-6457-01-287774-0000
RT 376 LLC, 132800-6457-01-315746-0000
FAY, JARRED 132800-6458-02-943653-0000
GOODWIN, JAMES
DIPARDO, NICOLAS A 132800-6458-04-850107-0000
RILEY-BROWN, LAURELL 132800-6459-19-639109-0000
RILEY-BROWN, ROBERT F
RILEY-BROWN, LAURELL 132800-6459-19-643102-0000
RILEY-BROWN, ROBERT F
RILEY-BROWN, LAURELL 132800-6459-19-644107-0000
RILEY-BROWN, ROBERT F
RILEY-BROWN, LAURELL 132800-6459-19-645115-0000
RILEY-BROWN, ROBERT F
RILEY-BROWN, LAURELL 132800-6459-19-647110-0000
RILEY-BROWN, ROBERT F
RILEY-BROWN, LAURELL 132800-6459-19-649106-0000
RILEY-BROWN, ROBERT F
SJSP SIX LLC, 132800-6459-19-673067-0000
KHAN, ANWAR H 132800-6459-19-677204-0000
RAHMAN, SHAMIMA
KHAN, ANWAR 132800-6459-19-681201-0000
RAHMAN, SHAMIMA
SJSP SIX LLC, 132800-6459-19-683069-0000
GREEN HUT DEVELOPMENT LLC, 132800-6555-00-718544-0000
SURPLUS ASSET SPECIALISTS INC, 132800-6556-00-908257-0000
CHHATRALA, SOHIN 132800-6556-00-980296-0000
CHIN, SO MAE 132800-6558-01-249785-0000
CONSAGA, MARCUS
CANNIZZARO, FRANK A 132800-6655-02-871859-0000
CANNIZZARO, FRANK A 132800-6655-02-872892-0000
GREEN, LATAVIA 132800-6656-00-050352-0000
ROBINSON, IAKEEM 132800-6756-00-031125-0000
PILLA, JOHN 132800-6756-00-045105-0000
PILLA, JOHN 132800-6756-00-099113-0000

TOWN OF FISHKILL
ALLSEASONS EXPERTS HEATING, 133001-6155-08-836897-0000
BEHUNIAK, PATRICIA 133001-6156-20-961098-0000
BEHUNIAK, RONALD
FARRELL, MARIANNA
ROUTE 9D LLC, 133089-6055-01-276811-0000
N Y S MATTEAWAN ST HOSP, 133089-6055-02-602827-0001
HP SANN LLC, 133089-6055-16-758457-0000
HP SANN LLC, 133089-6055-16-769473-0000
MORRIS, PETER R 133089-6154-00-170325-0000
MUSEILLO, ROBERT 133089-6155-00-764735-0000
KOZAK, DANIELLE 133089-6155-01-481858-0000
GRAY, JOSEPH 133089-6155-01-487580-0000
GRAY, KIMBERLY
PAPPAS, ROBERTAJR 133089-6155-02-596998-0000
EDMONDSON, BRIAN 133089-6155-17-086196-0000
EDMONDSON, JOAN
DUNCAN, ROY 133089-6156-03-415223-0000
TRAVER, EDWARD J 133089-6156-04-905261-0000
BEHUNIAK, PATRICIA 133089-6156-04-957109-0000
BEHUNIAK, RONALD
FARRELL, MARIANNA
MAEDER, SARAH 133089-6156-17-237099-0000
COLEMAN, LIONELE 133089-6156-18-330122-0000
COLEMAN, MICHELE B
BARTUSIAK, EDWARD JOSEPH 133089-6256-02-592706-0000
BLAUSTEIN, BRUCE 133089-6256-02-897765-0000
GREEN, LATAVIA 133089-6356-01-141615-0000
DEANGELIS, GAIL

TOWN OF HYDE PARK
SLOBODIN, DIANNE 133200-6064-04-911268-0000
MARTIN, LYNNE MARIE 133200-6064-08-801968-0000
MARTIN, WILLIAM BENNETT
GORDINEER, CHRISTINE 133200-6064-08-854925-0000
HILL, GREGORY
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HILL, GREGORY
RUNZA, JOSEPH S IV 133200-6064-08-877926-0000
COSTA, KAREN 133200-6065-04-792368-0000
BORSCHEL, ERIC 133200-6065-04-800400-0000
OBSZARNY, CHRISTOPHER E 133200-6065-08-766893-0000
OBSZARNY, LINDAA
DURMIAKI, SIMON 133200-6065-19-726225-0000
CHHATRALA, SOHIN 133200-6065-20-839198-0000
RJAHOLDING INC, 133200-6066-02-989921-0000
SPRINGHORN, KAREN  TRUSTEE 133200-6163-01-388645-0000
LST ENTERPRISES LLC, 133200-6163-02-561569-0000
LAUB, CRAIG B 133200-6163-03-484453-0000
DOSIO, REBECCA 133200-6164-01-013987-0000
HAASS, JAMES
MAX DEVELOPERS LLC, 133200-6164-02-890593-0000
CHHATRALA, SOHIN 133200-6164-03-417035-0000
CHHATRALA, SOHIN 133200-6164-03-428020-0000
TORRES, RAMON 133200-6164-13-052304-0000
DJERE, ONOME 133200-6165-03-416256-0000
MUSCAT, MICHAEL 133200-6165-04-898203-0000
DILKS, AMY 133200-6165-04-945145-0000
DILKS, HARRY
FIGUEROA, VICTORIAMARIE 133200-6166-02-829548-0000
WARD, MARY E 133200-6167-02-816507-0000
DABROS, MATTHEW 133200-6167-03-002389-0000
AUTORINO, DANIELLE 133200-6167-03-018333-0000
DURAN, JASON 133200-6167-04-852413-0000
WILDLIFE PROPERTIES LLC, 133200-6263-03-387480-0000
AHMED, FARHANA 133200-6263-03-461471-0000
RASHIED, MOHAMMED
KR ELEANOR REALTY LLC, 133200-6265-04-721437-0000
SCHWARTZ, TANNER 133200-6266-01-167785-0000
STEPNEY, KENNETH 133200-6266-19-619124-0000
STEPNEY, MARY
557 EDVENTURE LLC, 133200-6266-19-654134-0000

TOWN OF LAGRANGE
YUSUPOV, HAIM 133400-6259-02-581943-0000
JAMIESON, NAOMI W LT 133400-6260-04-656143-0000
MURPHY, CYNTHIAJ RM
MURPHY, MICHAELLRM
C&S PROP 1 CORP, 133400-6359-02-941764-0000
CHOICE, DEONDRA 133400-6360-01-209511-0000
SMITH, DELLORD
CAMILLUCCI, GREGORY 133400-6459-01-136994-0000
CITIMORTGAGE INC, 133400-6461-01-019612-0000
GEM MOUNTAIN INFANT HOME CORP, 133400-6559-02-829864-0000
MASHIAH, DANIELLE E
DJERE, ONOME 133400-6560-02-501748-0000
THOMPSON, SEAN JOSEPH 133400-6560-03-371165-0000
THOMPSON, VIOR WARNER
STANCIU, ANY 133400-6561-04-876127-0000
CARDINAL, HENRY 133400-6562-02-819904-0000
ORREGO, ROXANA 133400-6562-03-456442-0000
SCHWARTZ, KARL 133400-6562-04-978166-0000

TOWN OF MILAN
CUI, THOMAS 133600-6473-00-914119-0000
RED WING PROPERTIES INC, 133600-6474-00-180320-0000
RED WING PROPERTIES INC, 133600-6474-00-272168-0000
SWARTZ, DONALD R 133600-6474-00-720241-0000
SWARTZ, ROSE A
DIPPER, CAROLJ 133600-6474-00-742230-0000
DIPPER, JEFFREYA
MICHETTI, LIBERATO  JR 133600-6571-02-866567-0000
MICHETTI, ROBERT M

TOWN OF NORTH EAST
FLOODS SPRAYING SERVICE, 133801-7271-13-199451-0000
FLOOD, PATRICIA 133801-7271-13-217424-0000
FLOOD, THOMAS
FLOOD, LEO M 133801-7271-14-261411-0000
ST JOHN, DEIDRE 133889-7171-08-944766-0000
ST JOHN, ROBERT
MILES, GEORGE T JR 133889-7271-09-023711-0000
LSIM REALTY LLC, 133889-7273-00-197029-0000
SCAFIDI, FRANK A 133889-7273-00-460873-0000

TOWN OF PAWLING
MEISSNER, PAUL 134001-7056-09-070731-0000
M TA, 134001-7057-17-082121-0000
SLUK, LOUISE MAYER  ESTATE 134089-6856-00-761085-0000
TEDESCO, PAULA 134089-6856-13-164498-0000
HEINEMAN, ANDREW B 134089-7056-02-541594-0000
SIMMONS, LOUIS 134089-7057-00-531965-0000

TOWN OF PINE PLAINS
PULVER, ANTHONY GREGG  TRUSTEE 134200-6871-00-416833-0000
SLEVIN, EMIL 134200-6872-00-098897-0000
SLEVIN, MARY
SLEVIN, EMIL 134200-6872-00-140889-0000
SLEVIN, MARY ELIZABETH
SLEVIN, RENEE MARIA
CROSBY, BRIAN A 134200-6872-18-427157-0000
CROSBY, LYRICAL
COBBLE POND FARM, 134200-7072-00-772115-0000

TOWN OF PLEASANT VALLEY
KBLPROPERTIES LLC, 134400-6363-03-420035-0000
KBLPROPERTIES LLC, 134400-6363-03-447030-0000
WINGED LION MANAGEMENT LLC, 134400-6364-04-721413-0000
SIMMONS, LOUIS 134400-6365-02-799610-0000
1777 ROUTE 44 LLC, 134400-6463-01-282818-0000
65 67 69 PARKSVILLE LLC, 134400-6463-01-449612-0000
65-67-69 PARKSVILLE LLC, 134400-6463-01-460610-0000
PATTERSON, RONALD 134400-6464-03-443044-0000
PATTERSON, RONALD 134400-6464-03-447060-0000
HUDSON VALLEY CHILDREN &, 134400-6465-02-995821-0000
PHILIPBAR, DAVID A 134400-6564-01-157797-0000
PHILIPBAR, RITAA
ZACHARCZUK, GEORGE 134400-6564-01-229640-0000
LIO, DOMINICK 134400-6564-02-748535-0000
LEA, TERENCE R 134400-6565-03-122099-0000

JESSUP, PATRICIAE 134400-6565-03-303432-0000
TOWN OF POUGHKEEPSIE

RELIANCE GLOBALCOM SERVICES, 134689-5469-14-787650-9999
LAWLOR, JENNIFER L 134689-6057-07-692964-0000
LAWLOR, JOHN H
RABOY, SVETLANA 134689-6059-08-975877-0000
VISHNESKY, PATRICK
MONTGOMERY, CHRISTAL 134689-6060-04-921004-0000
MONTGOMERY, LORIN D
DUTCHESS AVENUE RIVERWALK, 134689-6062-02-745510-0000
POFF, SUSAN A 134689-6159-02-720618-0000
CANNIZZARO, FRANK A 134689-6159-02-803594-0000
DITTENHOEFER, JOYCE F 134689-6159-02-936506-0000
DITTENHOEFER, TIMOTHYA
SHERBAN, GEO A 134689-6159-04-555075-0000
SHERBAN, GLORIAM
WINKMAN PRODUCTIONS LLC, 134689-6159-04-700245-0000
HONEY DO ESTATES LLC, 134689-6159-04-969275-0000
HONEY DO ESTATES LLC, 134689-6159-04-986287-0000
RENZA, KRISTINE 134689-6160-01-087884-0000
RENZA, MICHAEL
JOHNSON-ODUMS, LENNICE M TRUSTEE 134689-6160-02-580559-0000
ABAO LLC, 134689-6160-03-031450-0000
HUDSONVIEWS LLC, 134689-6160-04-625373-0000
ALLEN, RICHARD  RM 134689-6160-21-064989-0000
JOHNSON, LUCILLE  LT
KELLY, SEAN P 134689-6161-03-101167-0000
PORRAZZO, COLLEEN A
MALIK, DANIELLE 134689-6161-77-101112-0000
MURASSO, KATHLEEN D 134689-6162-07-519750-0000
MURASSO, LOUIS D
THOMA, ROBERTA 134689-6162-10-373623-0000
THOMA, ROSE
MCCAULEY, KATE W 134689-6162-10-410749-0000
MCCAULEY, VIRGINIAB
ANDERSON, BLAISE 134689-6162-15-638417-0000
BEVANS, CLYDE 134689-6162-15-639423-0000
BEVANS-JENKINS, ARDEN
SMITH, A TRUSTEE 134689-6162-15-665351-0000
AUSTIN, KYLE L 134689-6162-19-679017-0000
AUSTIN, SHIRLEY
AUSTIN, KYLE L 134689-6162-19-690015-0000
AUSTIN, SHIRLEY
IGNATIUS, OLIVER 134689-6162-20-801103-0000
VU, KIRAPHUNG 134689-6162-20-924058-0000
VU, LIEM
WISE, NICHOLAS J S 134689-6259-01-062571-0000
HONEY DO ESTATES LLC, 134689-6259-03-013310-0000
BEACH LINE PROPERTIES LLC, 134689-6261-01-217743-0000
DONAHUE, GOLDIE 134689-6262-01-019830-0000
DONAHUE, JOHN
MC KEBE CORPORATION, 134689-6262-03-101380-0000
F I C A, 134689-6262-03-345435-0000
MALABAR REALTY LLC, 134689-6262-04-571014-0000
AVEVALO, NINFA 134689-6263-03-342148-0000
MORA, ALFREDO
BEMAG LLC, 134689-6263-04-665066-0000
CORNELL, GEORGE M JR 134689-6362-01-082517-0000
RELIANCE GLOBALCOM SERVICES, 134689-6469-09-787650-1882
RELIANCE GLOBALCOM SERVICES, 134689-6469-14-787650-1884

TOWN OF RED HOOK
BAUER, DIANE L 134801-6272-06-380893-0000
BAUER, FRANK M
YUDEKOVITZ, YSHAI D 134803-6174-02-643925-0000
MERRITT, SAMUELENG 134803-6175-04-583277-0000
TAYLOR, AMANDA 134803-6175-18-469005-0000
COOKINGHAM FARMS INC, 134889-6272-00-906781-0000
MOTTOLA, ROSALIE 134889-6272-12-957652-0000
ANGELIER, MARK W 134889-6371-00-118903-0000
WILLIAMS, BRIAN A
21 & 23 AVE B LLC, 134889-6371-02-861900-0000
MILLER, SAMANTHAC

TOWN OF RHINEBECK
GENTILE, CHELSEA 135089-6270-00-162735-0000
FINEST CONCERNS LLC, 135089-6271-00-546626-0000
RUSSELL, EDWARD A 135089-6371-00-423606-0000

TOWN OF STANFORD
O'HARA, JOHN B 135200-6669-00-005313-0000
HR VAN NEST LLC, 135200-6669-00-518145-0000
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, COREY NEIL 135200-6670-00-525290-0000
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, SANDRO HOWELLF
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, COREY NEIL 135200-6670-00-575194-0000
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, SANDRO HOWELLF
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, COREY NEIL 135200-6670-00-609105-0000
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, SANDRO HOWELLF
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, COREY NEIL 135200-6670-00-610219-0000
FRASCATI-ROBINSON, SANDRO HOWELLF
JACKSON, KATIMA 135200-6869-15-588479-0000
SWEENEY, EDWARD P 135200-6969-00-023536-0000

TOWN OF UNION VALE
D'ANGELO, CHRISTINE 135400-6660-00-590523-0000
D'ANGELO, CHRISTOPHER
KELLY, FELICIAA 135400-6661-00-517125-0000
KELLY, KEITH S
JACKSON, KATIMA 135400-6662-00-492661-0000
MADARAS, CYNTHIAL 135400-6761-00-013240-0000
MADARAS, ERNEST J JR
GARCIA, GLADYS E 135400-6959-00-109930-0000
DUTCHESS COUNTY, 135400-6962-00-095617-0000
TAX SALE IN-REM 2018,

TOWN OF WAPPINGER
MC CLUSKEY, CHARLES R 135601-6158-18-343127-0000
MC CLUSKEY, MARY C
RELIANCE GLOBALCOM SERVICES, 135689-5569-14-787650-9999
KCDI INC, 135689-6057-04-933333-0000
PORTEUS & SON BUILDIERS, 135689-6156-02-822808-0000
CHEAP LANDS INC, 135689-6157-01-276805-0000

Legal continued from previous page
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BLAUSTEIN, BRUCE 135689-6157-01-296777-0000
DATRES, MAYANN 135689-6157-01-422693-0000
POUANI, LAZARE 135689-6157-02-582728-0000
2345 LLC, 135689-6157-04-573456-0000
OLD POST COMMONS LLC, 135689-6157-04-625489-0000
1147 ROUTE 9 LLC, 135689-6157-04-649068-0000
MEDINA-NUNEZ, MADELYN 135689-6157-16-866487-0000
NUNEZ, JOSE L
MEDINA-NUNEZ, MADELYN 135689-6157-16-894424-0000
NUNEZ, JOSE L
HAJIANI, SALIMAS 135689-6157-16-898428-0000
LUND, BARBARA TRUSTEE 135689-6158-03-117060-0000
PROGRESSIVE REALTY, 135689-6158-04-620288-0000
GREEN, LATAVIA 135689-6256-02-901774-0000
HIRSCH, LORRAINE 135689-6257-01-042944-0000
HIRSCH, MICHAEL
STEUBER, DENIS J 135689-6257-01-109690-0000
STEUBER, KIMBERLY M
BECKFORD, ROCHELLE R 135689-6258-02-901653-0000
POUANI, LAZARE 135689-6259-02-554893-0000

KBLPROPERTIES LLC, 135689-6259-04-509245-0000
PALUMBO, JULIE 135689-6356-01-188875-0000
ABRAMS, ANNETTE 135689-6357-01-034557-0000
ABRAMS, BRUCE
CORBIN, DONALD M 135689-6359-02-685574-0000
CORBIN, MILDRED
PORTEUS & SON BUILDERS LLC, 135689-6359-02-770582-0000
RELIANCE GLOBALCOM SERVICES, 135689-6569-14-787650-1883

TOWN OF WASHINGTON
WINCHELL, CATHERINE E 135889-6566-00-955197-0000
BROWN, ERNESTINE 135889-6566-02-627814-0000
MIGLIORE, CARMELAG 135889-6863-00-981632-0000
MIGLIORE, RICHARD F
MERCER, C DOUGLAS 135889-6963-00-315813-0000
MERCER, CAROLANN
OLEAGA, DALINDADIANA 135889-6965-00-840867-0000
SCORES, ROBERT M 133400-6560-01-181887-0000

Legal continued from previous page

that’s italian!                                                   by luigi coppola

Pedal to the metal
Mom wears down a policeman during a traffic stop.

The other day I was stopped by a police
officer because I had a tail light out. As I
was waiting for my ticket to be processed,
I remembered when my mother was
pulled over for speeding in front of Marist
College (now Marist University) many
years ago.

I was in the restaurant kitchen prepping
something. I heard the kitchen screen door
open and slam shut. My mother came into
the restaurant and was mumbling to her-
self. She had a Price Chopper bag in her
hand and threw the bag on my father’s
prep table. She was very clearly angry
about something. Worried that she was
angry with me, I chose to ignore her mood
for fear of retribution. Something that I
was very familiar with.

As she walked past me she continued
to mumble about something and proceed-
ed through the dining room and into the
bathroom. Amazed that she didn’t even
say hello, I went back to work knowing
full well that when she came out of the
bathroom I would be told what was
wrong. I also braced myself for what I
was sure was going to be a great story.

When she came out of the bathroom,
she marched through the dining room,
into the kitchen, and through open the
swinging doors that separated the kitchen
from the dining room.

The door slammed against the wall. I
knew I was in for a treat.

Apparently, Mom was just stopped in
front of Marist College for speeding.

My mother had a bit of a lead foot. She
was always in a hurry and always told us
she had so much to do, even though she
really didn’t. Picture the scene if you
would: My mother, who was a tiny, 5 foot
1 inch woman, is in her car, in a hurry of
course, driving toward the Price Chopper
on South Road on a mission for my father.
This time it was to buy fresh artichokes.
She has her seat belt pulled tight, she is
holding onto the steering wheel with her
Vulcan death grip and is playing Mario
Lanza on the CD player in the car.

Mom had a funny way of driving. She
would constantly rock the steering wheel
back and forth very slightly. Almost like
you would shake your leg when you 
were nervous.

Anyway, she’s driving South on Route
9, passes Marist College and goes through
a yellow light. She is in a 30 mph zone
and is probably doing close to 45.
Naturally, there is a police officer nearby
and he proceeds to pull her over.

This is how I perceived the conversa-
tion:

Officer: License and registration,
please.

Mom: Why?
Officer: License and registration,

please.
Mom: Ia no wuzza speeding.
Officer: License and registration,

please.
Mom: You don’t have to give me a

ticket. That’s OK.
Officer: License and registration,

please.
Mom: That’s OK. Listen, I gotta get

the artichokes for my husband.
Officer: License and registration,

please.
Mom: Listen, Pop is a gonna getta

mad if I no get the artichokes to him on
time.

Officer: Lady, please get out of the car.
Mom: Why?
Officer: Lady I’m getting mad,

Please give me your license and registra-
tion or I’m gonna have to cuff you.

Mom: Why you getting so mad? Im
a just going to get the artichokes for my
husband? You don’t have to give me a
ticket. That’s OK. Don’t worry about it.

Officer: Lady, please. Just give me
your freaking license and registration.

Mom: You no understand. You don’t
have to give me a ticket because Pop he’s
a gonna get mad if Ima not back fast
with the artichokes.

Officer: Please get out of the car, I
have to frisk you.

Mom: No you toucha me! I know
what you have in mind. You leave me
alone.

Officer: Please, lady, just give me your
license.

Mom: I tolda you. You no have to
give me a ticket. That’sa OK.

Officer: Lady, If you don’t give me
your license, I will have to arrest you.

Mom: OK. Im a gonna give you my
license, but you no gonna give me a 
ticket, OK?

Officer: OK, Lady.
Mom: You gotta promise me. OK?
Officer: I promise! Just give me the

freaking license!
After a few minutes the officer comes

back to the car:
Officer: I just checked you out, Mrs.

Coppola. Everything seems OK. You’ve
got to make sure you drive slower, OK?

Mom: OK. You no giva me the tick-
et?

Officer: You going to drive slower?
Mom: Yeah. Don’t worry.
Officer: Mrs. Coppola, please take it

easy.
Don’t speed. I’m gonna let you go,

but you take it easy, OK?
Mom: Come here. (she pinches his

cheek) You a gooda boy. Your mother is
a proud ofa you. I no gonna speed no
more.

Officer: Thanks Mrs. Coppola. Just
take it easy, OK?

Mom: Ya. Im a gonna take it easy as
soon as I getta Pop his artichokes. Caio!

I can imagine the poor officer sitting
in his car shaking his head as my moth-
er sped off, thinking people shoot 
at me and it is less aggravating than 
that lady.

Needless to say, my mother sped to
the Price Chopper got the artichokes for
Pop and sped back to the restaurant. I
have to say the artichokes were very
good. Enjoy the recipe for Pop’s
Stuffed Artichokes.

Stuffed artichokes
Ingredients

6 whole artichokes
3 slices Italian bread, cubed
1 clove garlic, minced
1/8 cup chopped fresh parsley
1/4 cup grated Romano cheese
1/2 teaspoon dried oregano
5 tablespoons vegetable oil, divided
salt and pepper to taste

Directions
Cut the tips of artichoke leaves to

take off the pointy tips, and cut off the
stems. Peel the stem with a potato peel-
er. Fill your sink with water and soak
the artichokes for about 20 minutes.
Drain and shake off excess water.
Holding artichoke firmly by base, firm-
ly slap the top of it on a hard surface
like a cutting board a couple of times.
This will open the artichoke so it can 
be stuffed.

In a bowl combine bread cubes, garlic,
parsley, Romano cheese, oregano, 2 table-
spoons vegetable oil, salt and pepper;
mix well by hand.

Press about 1/2 cup of stuffing into each
artichoke center. Tightly pack stuffed arti-
chokes together in a large pan or stainless
steel tray. Add enough water to reach
half way up artichokes and add 3 table-
spoons oil and the stem. Cover the pan
with aluminum foil or a cover

Bring to a boil over high heat; reduce
heat to low and simmer, for 1 hour, or
until leaves pull out easily.

Serve in a bowl with grated cheese and
ladle the broth in the bowl pouring over 
the stuffing. Served with a wedge of 
Italian bread.

Luigi Coppola is one of five brothers
born to Francesca and Antonio
Coppola. The Coppola family came to
America from Naples, Italy in 1954.
Antonio and his brothers opened their
first restaurant in Poughkeepsie in 1961.
Visit their website at www.coppolas.net.

REQUEST FOR BIDS
NOTICE

The Purchasing Agent,
County of Dutchess,
Poughkeepsie, New
York, hereby invites the
submission of sealed
bids for: Bid #RFB-DCP-
27-26

Freightliner OEM 
Replacement Parts for

Dutchess County 
Public Transit 

Vehicles

Bids will be received un-
til 2:00 p.m. on the 24th
day of March 2026 at the
Dutchess County Divi-
sion of Central Services,
378 Violet Avenue, Suite
2, Poughkeepsie, New
York 12601.  Specifica-
tions and bid forms may
be obtained by visiting
our website http://
www.dutchessny.gov,
selecting “Govern-
ment”, then selecting

“Bidding and RFP Op-
portunities”. For addi-
tional information, call 
845-486-3613. ________________________________

REQUEST FOR BIDS
NOTICE

The Purchasing Agent,
County of Dutchess,
Poughkeepsie, New
York, hereby invites the
submission of sealed
bids for: Bid #RFB-DCP-
07-26

After-Hours Telephone
Answering and 

Messaging  Services
Bids will be received un-
til 2:00 p.m. on the 17th
day of March 2026 at the
Dutchess County Divi-
sion of Central Services,
378 Violet Avenue, Suite
2, Poughkeepsie, New
York 12601.  Specifica-
tions and bid forms may
be obtained by visiting
our website http://

www.dutchessny.gov,
selecting “Govern-
ment”, then selecting
“Bidding and RFP Op-
portunities”. For addi-
tional information, call 
845-486-3613. ________________________________

REQUEST FOR BIDS
NOTICE

The Purchasing Agent,
County of Dutchess,
Poughkeepsie, New
York, hereby invites the

submission of sealed
bids for: Bid #RFB-DCP-
38-26

REBID Cummins En-
gine Repair and Re-
placement Service

Bids will be received un-
til 2:00 p.m. on the 19th
day of March 2026 at the
Dutchess County Divi-
sion of Central Services,
378 Violet Avenue, Suite
2, Poughkeepsie, New
York 12601.  Specifica-

tions and bid forms may
be obtained by visiting
our website http://
www.dutchessny.gov,
selecting “Govern-
ment”, then selecting
“Bidding and RFP Op-
portunities”. For addi-
tional information, call 
845-486-3613. 
________________
________________
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hudson valley naturalist                              by francine wizner

Was Saint Patrick a snake whisperer?

Analyzing the legend behind Saint Patrick’s Day

A stained-glass window at St. Benin’s
Church in Ireland pictures St. Patrick
holding a shamrock.

-Photo by Andreas F. Borchert, CC

A Northern Water Snake in Clinton
Corners. 

-Photo by Glen White.

The Northern Red-bellied Snake is
harmless and is a friend of the garden.

-Photo by John P. Vanek

Even though it has the same number of
days as six other months, March always
seems like the longest of the year. Saint
Patrick’s Day Festivities offer a respite as we
recover from the long, frosty winter. The
Dutchess County St. Patrick’s Parade
Committee (DCSPPC, Inc. a 501(C)(3))
sponsors an Irish-themed decorating contest.
Three businesses and three homes will be
awarded top honors for their displays of
Irish Spirit on March 6. The St. Patrick’s
Day Parade will be March 7. Further infor-
mation about those events can be found at
www.dcsppc.org and https://www.
facebook.com/DutchessCountyStPatricks
ParadeCommittee.

Another fun and educational way to bright-
en things up is with themed activities for the
upcoming Saint Patrick’s Holiday on March
17. Making dyed carnations and fluorescent
daisies are favorites. They’re great for
demonstrating plants’vascular systems.

Saint Patrick
For a multidisciplinary connection, I pre-

fer to focus on eponymous reason for the
day: Saint Patrick. The celebration honors
the missionary who converted Ireland to
Christianity during the 5th Century A.D.
According to legend, Saint Patrick (ca. 385-
461 CE) used the three-leaf shamrock to
represent the Holy Trinity, as well as chased
serpents into the sea after they attacked him.

Neither shamrocks nor snakes
Although there a pictures of Saint Patrick

holding a shamrock, there is no record of his
involvement with the plant when he lived.

The association of Saint Patrick with 
shamrocks is folklore. The same goes for 
the snakes.

It is true that there are no Irish Snakes. In
fact, Ireland only has two species of land-
dwelling reptiles. They are the Viviparous
Lizard (Zootoca vivipara) and the Slow
Worm (Anguis fragilis). The Viviparous
Lizard has been in Ireland 10,000 years. The
Slow Worm is actually a legless lizard that
was introduced to Ireland in 1970.

An unlikely claim
Ireland’s surrounding waters are impassa-

ble barriers for terrestrial reptiles. Although
land bridges once connected Ireland and
Britain to Europe, that was 8,500 years ago,
and snakes colonize slowly. Also, the island-
nation lacks fossilized snake remains, which
have been found many other places. There
is no trace evidence to suggest that snakes
ever existed in Ireland; ergo, the claim that
Saint Patrick gave them their “marching”
orders is unsupported.

Another interpretation
Serpents are symbols of evil in the Judeo-

Christian tradition. Genesis portrays a snake
slyly convincing Eve to eat fruit from the
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil,
despite explicit instructions against such
action. In Greek Mythology, the Gorgons
have hair made of venomous snakes, and
looking upon them turns the viewer to stone.

Serpents are also linked to practices of
“heathens.” Heathens were polytheistic
early pre-Christian peoples who lived in the
lands around what is now called the North

Sea. They performed ritual sacrifices to
honor gods or to gain their favor for purpos-
es such as peace, victory, or good sailing
weather.

Saint Patrick converted many heathens to
Christianity. In this context, snakes are a
metaphor for heathens. That is an opportuni-
ty to include cross-curricular English and
History learning while celebrating Saint
Patrick’s Day.

S-S-S-Speaking of snakes
It would be unwise for someone to release

their pet snake in Ireland. Alien species pres-
ent a risk to well-established fauna. The iso-
lated nature of an island population makes
Ireland highly vulnerable to an introduction
of a non-native species.

It looks like a snake…
You can find out more about legless

lizards (like the Slow Worm in Ireland) with
the “Do Now” 4 New Legless Lizards
Discovered in California. As with other
exercises found in the book, Life Science
“Do-Nows” and “Exit Tickets”: 180 Days of
Warm-Up and Closure Activities, learners
generate context-based guesses to fill in the
blanks of a reading selection. The activity
can be used to teach about classification,
evolution, or Saint Patrick’s Day!

Snakes and legless lizards share a resem-
blance, but are only distantly related. If you
trace their evolutionary history back far
enough, snakes and legless lizards descend-
ed from lizards, but they each lost their legs
independently.

Dutchess County is ‘Snake-Rich’
Regardless of any snake-chasing done by

the saint, Dutchess County is “Snake-Rich”
according to Zoologist John P. Vanek of

New York Natural Heritage Program and
SUNY College of Environmental Science &
Forestry. Of the 17 snake species that occur
in New York, 14 can be found in Dutchess.
According to Vanek, our county is not
home to legless lizards. If you do see one
here, it might be an unusual happenstance
… or Luck O’ The Irish.

(Note: The majority of snakes in New
York are harmless. Only the Timber
Rattlesnake and Copperhead pose a risk to
humans in Dutchess County. If you
encounter a snake, give them space, walk
around, and carry on. You can later 
reminisce about your encounter with one 
of the last truly wild denizens of the 
Hudson Valley.)

Francine Wizner is a native of the Hudson
Valley. She grew up in the Catskills of Greene
County and spent over 3 decades teaching in
Ulster County. She creates science-themed
instructional materials and books, as well as
being a Citizen Scientist in the management 
of her current home in an enchanted woodland
of Dutchess County. 

Find her at https://medium.com/@wiznerf,
https://substack.com/@gkatzchronicle, and
https://www.pleasantvalleymaplelodging.com.

Get ready to explore the world under
your feet in this underground puppet adven-
ture from award-winning puppeteer Liz
Joyce! “The Doubtful Sprout” will take
place March 29, 10 a.m. at Mid-Hudson
Discovery Museum, 75 North Water St.,
Poughkeepsie. For more information, and
to register, visit mhdm.org.

Tunnel down with Worm and Sprout as

they discover the mysterious life found
inside soil. Along the way, kids help figure
out the secrets that help Sprout grow. Joyce
brings this ecological wonderland to life
with multiple puppetry styles, projections,
and song. For ages 3-8 years old.

The Doubtful Sprout is funded in part by
a Family Grant from The Jim Henson
Foundation.

Special Puppet Show: ‘The
Doubtful Sprout’ set for March 29
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