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BHS valedictorian, salutatorian 
plan to attend Brown, Vassar 

Declaration of Independence 
reading set for July 4th

By Kristine Coulter
The 2023 valedictorian and salutatorian

of Beacon High School (BHS), in the
Beacon City School District, are Lila
Quinn and Shepard Rodgers respectively.

Lila Quinn, Valedictorian
“When I was first told I was the valedic-

torian, I was filled with gratitude. It is a
privilege and an honor that would not be
possible without the support of my class-
mates, teachers, administrators, friends,
and family,” Lila recalled last month. “I
have been overcome by many reflections
and feelings of appreciation since being
named valedictorian, and I am holding on
to them tightly and humbly as I venture
onto the next chapter in my life.”

Lila said about finishing her time at
BHS, “As my peers and I enter our final
days at BHS, I am reluctant to leave
behind the wonderful community our
school and senior class have built over the
past four years.” She added, “It has been
a profound honor to get to know the
incredibly diverse class of 2023, the sur-
rounding classes, faculty, and staff. I feel
so lucky to have grown alongside this
senior class through challenges, opportu-
nities, and achievements.”

Lila will be attending Brown University
in Rhode Island in the fall. She will have a
concentration in Biology and
Environmental Science, on a Pre-Med
track, she said, with “hopes of finding ways
to help make the world a healthier place.”

Lila said her advice to students starting
their high school careers is “as a student,
I have learned that the way to make
change is to advocate for yourself.
Creating your own path teaches you inde-
pendence, resilience, and tenacity- don’t
be afraid to stand up for what you believe

Beacon High School Class of 2023 valedictorian is Lila Quinn and the salutatori-
an is Shepard Rodgers.
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in and make an actionable difference
within your community and beyond.”

Shepard Rodgers, Salutatorian
Shepard said when he was told he was

the 2023 Class salutatorian, “It has been
hard at times not to wonder whether the
time and effort I put into my pursuits, aca-
demic or otherwise, has truly been worth-
while. But every so often I am reminded
of my work’s value. Being named saluta-
torian was a reminder, not only of my
academic accomplishment but also that I
have successfully made it through a chal-
lenging portion of my life. It has also
given me some confidence in my ability

to handle whatever may come next.”
Shepard plans to attend Vassar College

starting in the fall. “While I am interested
in computer science, performing arts, and
astrophysics, I also hope to explore a
variety of other disciplines,” he said.

So, what will Shepard miss about
attending BHS? “As my time at BHS
comes to an end, I will undoubtedly miss
the supportive Beacon Players communi-
ty that I have known for the past seven
years as well as the many people who
have made my high school experience
worthwhile,” Shepard said.

Continued on page 2 
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INSIDE: SUMMER HOME & GARDEN MAGAZINE

By Kristine Coulter
The annual Reading of the Declaration

of Independence will take place on July
4th at 11 a.m. at the Municipal Building,
1 Municipal Plaza, in Beacon. This is the
10th year for the event, due to the 
fact it could not be read during the
COVID pandemic. 

Dennis Pavelock, chairperson of the
event, is asking families with youth to
arrive early. There will be a jar where one
must guess the number of Tootsie Roll
candies and the Catch Me if You Can 
portion of the program. Arrive early to
take part. 

Youth who do research beforehand may
take a Minutemen sign, which are to be
returned after the program, and then offer
some of what they found out during their
research. It will be first-com first-serve,
said Pavelock regarding the Minutemen 

Renegades
close in on title
for first half of
league season

By Rich Thomaselli
The Hudson Valley Renegades

are on the brink of a North
Division Championship in the
South Atlantic League.

The league determines its play-
offs by first and second half cham-
pions.

Hudson Valley took five of six
games against the Rome, Ga.,
Braves during the past week at
Heritage Financial Park.

The Renegades pounded out 15
hits in a 10-1 victory over the
Rome Braves on Sunday after-
noon. With the win, the Renegades
secured a series victory and pre-
served their first-place lead in the
SAL North with three games left to
play in the first half. Their magic
number to clinch a playoff spot has
shrunk to two.

Drew Thorpe (6-1) started the
game for Hudson Valley and
walked just two batters while
allowing three hits in six shutout
innings. He struck out the side
twice in an inning and went on to
finish with eight total. The New
York Yankees No. 6 prospect also
extended his scoreless streak to
24.1 innings after hurling six more
scoreless innings.

Ben Cowles delivered a walk-
off single in the bottom of the
ninth to hand the Renegades a 4-3
win over the Rome Braves on
Friday night.

In the ninth with the game tied at
three, Kyle Battle was hit by a
pitch on the arm to place the go-
ahead run on base. The next batter,
Spencer Jones, singled to left field
to put runners at first and second
and just one out. Cowles then
laced a 2-2 pitch from Peyton
Williams (1-1) to right-center to
score Battle and deliver the ‘Gades
a 4-3 win. For the Renegades, it
was their fourth walk-off win of
the season, and second in as 
many nights.

Rome began the scoring in the
first with a run against Juan Carela
on a sacrifice fly from Keshawn
Ogans. Carela dazzled after that,
tying his career-highs of 7.0
innings and 10 strikeouts. It was
the third straight start for Carela
that he has fanned 10 batters, and
he became the first Renegades
pitcher to strike out 10-or-more
batted in three straight starts in
team history. Additionally, the 21-
year-old starter has allowed three
or fewer hits in three of his last 
four starts.

The annual reading of the Declaration of Independence will take place on July 4th
in Beacon. Pictured are Dennis Pavelock, chair of the committee, and Anne Thomas,
committee member, holding the American flag.

-Photo by Kristine Coulter
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Notice of public hearing in Beacon
The Beacon City Council has scheduled

a public hearing for June 26 on the 2024-
2028 Capital Program. The Public
Hearing will be held at 7:05 p, m. in the
Courtroom at One Municipal Plaza,
Beacon, and via Zoom. 

The public can view and/or listen to the

meeting in-person in the Courtroom, 
live on YouTube, or by Zoom. For more 
information, visit Beacon’s website at
beaconny.gov/events.  

The public can comment during the pub-
lic hearing in-person or through the Zoom
app, the Zoom website, or by telephone. 

Hudson Highalnds Trail to take 
‘trail-first’ approach to implementation

Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail, Inc.
(HHFT) announced that it will focus
exclusively on implementing the pro-
posed 7.5-mile main trail connecting the
City of Beacon to the Village of Cold
Spring, associated parking areas, trailhead
entries, and its visitor center, suspending
development of any additional project ele-
ments. This represents the latest refine-
ment of the project as it continues to
evolve as a visitation management strate-
gy through data, community input, and
expert advice.

Additional enhancements in the 2020
Draft Master Plan, including a play area
and an outdoor classroom at Little Stony
Point, as well as forest nets and a swim-
ming area, will not be included in the
pending Generic Environmental Impact
Statement (GEIS). Further enhancements
will be considered only after construction
of the main trail is complete – currently
projected for 2031 – and subsequent
tourism trends and community needs can
be analyzed. Any future enhancements
will undergo their own specific environ-
mental review process.

Christopher Davis, HHFT Board Chair,
and Philipstown resident said, “Members of
the community first envisioned the Fjord
Trail nearly twenty years ago as a solution to
safety concerns around Breakneck Ridge
and on Morris Avenue/Route 9D, and relat-
ed impacts on the Cold Spring and
Nelsonville village centers. Since then, we
have shaped and reshaped the vision to

ensure the proposed project delivers on that
community vision. Many of the program
spaces were included to accommodate exist-
ing local uses of areas within the park, but
we want to proceed with care to ensure we
don’t inadvertently add to visitation and
congestion. The focused and strategic
approach we are now proposing ensures that
we achieve the vision and provide managed
access to this beautiful Highlands region
that we and our partners have spent so many
years working on.”

“Over the past year, HHFT has hosted
or attended twenty public meetings or
events and numerous listening sessions to
gather input. As visitor counts continue to
increase, it is clear the project needs to
prioritize visitation management to help
mitigate the impacts of existing and pro-
jected tourism on local communities and
the landscape,” said HHFT Executive
Director Amy Kacala. “By taking a ‘trail
first’ approach, we are reaffirming our top
priority: managing visitation to existing
destinations in the Hudson Highlands
State Park Preserve and the related
impacts on the Village of Cold Spring.
This has always been the core goal of the
project.”

Work on the environmental review
continues and will include additional
opportunities for local communities to
weigh in. HHFT has invited each of the
project-area communities — Cold Spring,
Nelsonville, Philipstown, Beacon, and
Fishkill — to name representatives to a

Visitation Data Committee that will help
review the ongoing traffic study, pedestri-
an counts, and visitation projection for the
project. This committee will be granted a
stipend to engage a third-party consultant
to lend technical capacity to their review.

The work of the Visitation Data
Committee and HHFT’s visitation man-
agement consultants will be shared with
the community for input and comment in
a series of three meetings to be held this
fall. These meetings will enable the com-
munity to learn about and comment on:
(1) routes through the Village of Cold
Spring that were considered and which of
those remain technically viable; (2) the
visitation projection, how it was devel-
oped, and what visitation management
techniques might be employed to help
manage visitors, and; (3) view a live
model, based on projections, of how visi-
tors would move through the Village
under different route alternatives. Details
on the upcoming workshop series will be
announced over the summer.

HHFT Board member and Cold
Spring resident Richard Shea said,
“HHFT is demonstrating through these
actions the degree to which we listen to
and incorporate community input. The
work of the data committee and the fall
public meeting series will be additional
opportunities for dialogue. I urge all to
join in these important conversations to
find the best solution for the villages,
town, and region.”

The Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail
offers a solution for managing tourism in
the region and will make the beauty that
surrounds us more accessible to people of
all ages and abilities, including and partic-
ularly local residents. The proposed main
trail is intended to reduce visitor over-
crowding and relieve traffic congestion by
providing six access points across its 7.5-
mile route; sidewalks from train to trail;
public restrooms at each trailhead, open
from dawn to dusk; four parking lots at
trailhead entries at Notch, Dutchess
Manor, Breakneck Connector, and Little
Stony Point; a shuttle van system to help
alleviate traffic and encourage public
transportation use; trash and recycling
collection along the trail; and a Visitor
Center at Dutchess Manor.

Last month, Hudson Highlands Fjord
Trail, Inc. announced that it had hired
ORCA Consulting (ORCA) as its visitation
management advisor to support ongoing
efforts to help refine the plan and develop
operational strategies to help mitigate
impacts of high visitation on Cold Spring,
Philipstown, Nelsonville, and the Hudson
Highlands State Park Preserve. As experi-
enced visitation management experts with
three decades in the field, ORCA will work
with HHFT to employ state-of-the-art tools
and strategies, in collaboration with munic-
ipal, state, and other partners, to effectively
manage visitation in local communities and
major trailheads of the Hudson Highlands
State Park Preserve.

Fireworks show in Beacon July 2
A fireworks show will be held July 2nd in the City of Beacon for the 4th of

July at Memorial Park, Rober Cahill Drive (off of Route 52). The show will
begin at dusk.

Continued from cover

The piece of advice Shepard would
offer to students who will be starting their
high school career in September, he said,
“High school, like most of your future, is
what you make of it. Your next four years

can be whatever you want them to be; a
time for discovery, an opportunity to meet
new people, or a chance to have fun. I
would encourage you to consider what
you want out of your high school experi-
ence and work towards that goal because
chances are that you’ll get there.”

BHS valedictorian, salutatorian 
plan to attend Brown, Vassar 

Board of fire commissioners
to meet June 21 in Fishkill

The Board of Fire Commissioners of
the Glenham Fire District will be holding
a special meeting on June 21, at 6:30 p.m.
This meeting will take place at the Slater

Chemical Firehouse located at 76 Old
Glenham Road in Glenham, in the town
of Fishkill.
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Compcord Ensemble meets Hot
WRK Ensemble concert event 

Fourth annual Compcord Ensemble
meets Hot WRK Ensemble concert event
will take place on June 24 at 6 p.m. at the
Howland Cultural Center, 477 Main St.,

in Beacon. Tickets are $20 in advance or
$30 at the door. 

To purchase tickets, go to howlandcul-
turalcentertix.com.

SHOP HANDMADE

CRAFTS FESTIVAL

at

SAT 10-6 SUN 10-5 DUTCHESS FAIRGROUNDS 

JUNE 24 & 25

 200+ MAKERS  GOURMET SPECIALTIES  DEMOS 

$1 OFF WITH THIS AD
DOES NOT APPLY TO SENIOR OR CHILD DISCOUNT

Rain or Shine  Indoor & Outdoor Booths  Free Parking  No Dogs
www.artrider.com

EARLY VOTING HOURS SET
Early voting is available to Dutchess County voters though June 25.

Voters may cast their ballot at any of the locations listed. Please note that
one’s Election Day poll site is likely closed for early voting. Hours vary by
day, so please see below for details. Early voting began June 17, according
to the Dutchess County Board of Elections.

Locations: 
Mid-Hudson Library Auditorium, 105 Market Street, Poughkeepsie
Boardman Road Library, 141 Boardman Road, Poughkeepsie
Rhinebeck Town Hall, 80 East Market Street, Rhinebeck 
Wappinger Town Hall, 20 Middlebush Road, Wappingers Falls
Hours: 
Wednesday, June 21: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Thursday, June 22: Noon – 8 p.m. 
Friday, June 23: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Saturday, June 24: 9 a.m.– 5 p.m.
Sunday, June 25: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Southern Dutchess County Primary races set June 27
The following are Primary Races in south-

ern Dutchess County on June 27, according
to the Dutchess County Board of Elections.

Democratic Primary 
City of Poughkeepsie 

Ward 1
Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson 
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Councilmember
Ernest J. Henry
Christopher Petsas
Debra Long

Ward 2
Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Councilmember
John Purcarea
Kanell J. Harvard
Evan Menist

Ward 3
Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson 
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Councilmember
Terriciena A. Brown 
Mary Williams

Ward 4 Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson 
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Ward 5
Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson 
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Councilmember
Jamar M. Cummings 
Ondie D. James

Ward 6
Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson 
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Councilmember
Christopher A. Grant 
Lance A. Hardy

Ward 7
Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson 
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Ward 8 
Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson 
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

Councilmember
Sakima AG McClinton

Megan L. Deichler 
Town of Wappinger Ward 4

Member of Town Board 
Joe Torres
Linda Kleinhenz

Republican Primary
Wappinger

Ward 1 and Districts 2-1 and 2-2
Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Thurston

Wappinger
Districts 2-3, 3-5 and 3-6

Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Thurston

Wappinger
3-1, 3-2, 3-3 and 3-4

Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Thurston

Wappinger
Ward 4

Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Thurston

Working Families Primary
City of Beacon

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

City of Poughkeepsie 
Ward 1 

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Ward 2
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Ward 3
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Ward 4
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Ward 5
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Ward 6
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Ward 7
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Ward 8
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

East Fishkill
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Fishkill
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Town of Poughkeepsie Wards 1 through
4 and 6

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Town of Poughkeepsie Ward 5
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Wappinger Ward 1 and Districts 2-2 and
2-2

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Wappinger Districts 2-3, 3-5, and 3-6

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Wappinger 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, and 3-4

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Wappinger Ward 4
Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Wappinger Member of Town Board

Joe Torres
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Policy on letters:
• Letters that contain statements that are libelous or slanderous will not be pub-

lished.
• Letters that include personal attacks will not be published
• Letters written in response to other letter writers must address the issue at hand,

rather than mentioning the writer by name and must refer to the headline and date
the letter was published.

• Letters referring to news stories must mention the headline and date of publica-
tion.

• The Southern Dutchess News will not be used as a vehicle to place misinforma-
tion.

• Information must be attributed to a specific individual or published item (ie- tell
us where or from whom you obtained the information)

• All letters must contain a name, hometown and phone number for verification.
• Letters appearing on the Viewpoints page are the views of the writers alone and

do not necessarily reflect the views of the Beacon Free Press.

NOTICE OF EARLY DEADLINE
Due to the July 4th holiday, Beacon Free Press will have an early dead-

line for the July 5 issue.
All editorial must be received by Thursday, June 29, at noon. All adver-

tising must be received by Thursday, June 29, at 5 p.m. Contact
cschmidt@sdutchessnews.com for more information.

BHS PTSO congratulates Class of 2023;
thanks teachers, administrators 

To the Editor:
On behalf of the Beacon High School Parent Teacher Student Organization (BHS

PTSO), I write to express our deep appreciation for the tireless efforts of our teachers,
administration and staff; and to lift up the accomplishments and perseverance of all
BHS students, in particular the BHS Class of 2023. As a parent and community organ-
izer, I have personally had the privilege of watching many in this cohort grow from tod-
dlers to teenagers; and now I am utterly in awe as they transform into extraordinary
young adults. I have no doubt that they will make the world a better place. Believe me
when I say that this is a very special group of human beings - we will all soon be
reading about their future achievements with pride! As president of the PTSO, I have

also been privileged to quietly observe our school from the “inside” for the past few
years, and I can say without reservation that our children are and will continue to be in
very good hands. Thank you, teachers, staff and administration, for all you do, every
single day.

The PTSO’s mission and goal is to enhance the educational experience and to foster
a sense of community. We organize events, fundraise for educational initiatives, and
provide resources that enrich the lives of all of our students. We are dedicated to creat-
ing a vibrant educational ecosystem alongside the Beacon City School District
Administration and are in full support of the District's newly unveiled strategic plan. To
find out more, please visit the PTSO website (bhsptso.square.site) or on social media
@beaconhighptso. In a few days, the Class of 2023 will be throwing their well-earned
mortarboards high into the evening sky at Dutchess Stadium (aka Heritage Financial
Park). As the recent Beacon Players’ spectacular performance of “Les Miserables” 
professed - we wish you all of the things that make a life worth living: courage, love,
heartbreak, passion, and resilience of the human spirit.

Congratulations to all of the families and friends of the Class of 2023!

The Beacon High School Parent Teacher Student Organization
Kelly Ellenwood, President

Deb Brennen, Vice President
Dorothy DiNobile, Treasurer

Patricia Rinaldi, Secretary & President-elect
Alena Kush, Social Media Secretary

Elaine Richards Thomas, Secretary-elect

Three earn HV Latino scholarship

The recipients of the 2023 Hudson Valley Latino Scholarship Fund were recently
honored at Café Con Leche in Wappingers Falls. Pictured, are Daniel Diaz from
Dover H.S., David Rodriguez from Washingtonville Senior High School and Marvin
Juarez-Espinoza from Poughkeepsie High School.

-Courtesy photo 

The Hudson Valley Latino Scholarship
Fund held its Awards Banquet at the Café
Con Leche restaurant in Wappinger Falls to
honor its 2023 recipients. Three Latino high
school seniors were selected based on their
academic achievement and community
service. The 2023 Hudson Valley Latino
Scholarship award recipients are: Daniel
Diaz from Dover High School in the Dover
Union Free School District, David
Rodriguez from Washingtonville Senior
High School in the Washingtonville Central
School District and  Marvin Juarez-
Espinoza from Poughkeepsie High School,
in the Poughkeepsie City School District.

Guest speaker Ernestina Chavez
Carosella, Attorney with O’Connor Partners,
PLLC, congratulated the students and
encouraged them to go forward with
courage, enthusiasm, and be proud of 
their heritage.  

The recipients received four certificates of
achievement from each of the offices of
NYS Senator Rob Rolison, Congressman
Patrick K. Ryan, Congressman Michael V.
Lawler, and Dutchess County Executive
William O’Neil, as well as a $1,000 scholar-

ship award.  The Hudson Valley Latino
Scholarship Fund was created in 1999 by
Edwin Sr. & Norma Ramirez and has 
awarded a total of 166 scholarships to date.

“Despite the challenges of the pandemic
years when students were required to attend
classes online, these students have 
excelled academically and have served
their communities. Their accomplishments
are quite impressive. Their perseverance,
passion, and commitment will make them
successful in college. We congratulate this
year’s recipients and wish them much suc-
cess as they pursue their educational goals
at the college level,” said Norma Ramirez,
Hudson Valley Latino Scholarship Fund
Chairperson. 

Organizers would like to thank the spon-
sor, Karen Kaplan Tax & Accounting
Services, as well as the many people who
contributed to the Hudson Valley Latino
Scholarship Fund in memory of Edwin
Ramirez, Sr.  

Scholarship recipient David Rodriguez is
the son of Southern Dutchess News Group
Account Executive Jaimie Rodriguez and
her husband Guillermo Rodriguez.

Lewis Tompkins Hose , Hughsonville place in
Hudson Valley Firefighters Association parade 

The Hudson Valley Volunteer Firefighters Association held its annual parade on
June 17. This year the parade was held in West Glens Falls. The Hughsonville Fire
Department and Lewis Tompkins Hose Company from the City of Beacon participat-
ed in this parade. The Lewis Tompkins Hose Company received two trophies. They
were for 2nd best color guard and best appearing 38 and over bloused uniform.
The Hughsonville FD received two trophies. One was for best appearing ladder and
the other was for the third best appearing fire unit bloused uniform 20-26 in line. 

-Courtesy photo
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‘A Family Meal’ to celebrate Green
Teen, Greig Farm set June 28

Alex Bodey and Julia Savasta, graduates
of the Culinary Institute of America (CIA),
will present “A Family Meal” in collabora-
tion with the team at Greig Farm. 

“A Family Meal” is an event that high-
lights the vibrant local producers and
abundant produce of the Hudson Valley.
This gathering will take place on June
28th, starting at 4:30 p.m. at Greig Farm
in the heart of the Hudson Valley.

“A Family Meal” is a collaborative
effort by Alex and Julia, who are passion-
ate about showcasing the rich culinary
heritage and sustainable food systems of
the region. With this event, they aim to
bring together the makers and locals 
of the Hudson Valley community to 
celebrate its diverse culinary scene, while
supporting a noble cause.

The event will feature a myriad of
attractions, including crafts by local arti-
sans, live music by Red Hook singer Jayla
Kai, and engaging discussions about the
importance of food sustainability and
local food systems. Attendees will have
the opportunity to connect with some of
the Hudson Valley's finest makers, arti-
sans, and farmers, who will be present to
share their stories and showcase their
exceptional products.

The centerpiece of “A Family Meal”
will be a delectable five-course dining
experience crafted to showcase the exqui-
site flavors of Hudson Valley’s seasonal

bounty. Each course will exclusively fea-
ture locally sourced ingredients, paying
homage to the region’s culinary excel-
lence and commitment to sustainability.

Tickets for this event are priced at $85
per person and can be obtained through
Eventbrite, the official ticketing partner of
“A Family Meal.” All proceeds from tick-
et sales will be donated to Green Teen, a
program of Cornell Cooperative
Extension Dutchess County. Green Teen
empowers urban youth to become effec-
tive community change-agents by
immersing them in the local food system.
Through hands-on experiences in farm-
ing, gardening, health and nutrition, entre-
preneurship, and leadership, this youth
development program equips young indi-
viduals with essential life and work skills.

“We are excited to bring together the
Hudson Valley community for ‘A Family
Meal’ and shine a spotlight on the incredible
producers and bountiful produce of our
region," said Alex and Julia. "By supporting
Green Teen, we can make a positive impact
on the lives of young individuals and further
strengthen the bond within our community.”

For more information and to purchase
tickets, visit https://www.eventbrite.
c o m / e / a - f a m i l y - m e a l - t i c k e t s -
644917715247. 

To learn more about Green Teen, 
check out Green Teen Beacon on
Facebook and Instagram.

The Veterans One Stop in Pleasant Valley offers a myriad of services all under 
one roof. 

-Courtesy photo

Since Dutchess County Veterans’
Services relocated its offices to Mental
Health America (MHA) of Dutchess
County’s (MHA) Veterans One Stop at
1335 Route 44 in Pleasant Valley in
January, the number of veterans visiting
the new campus has steadily increased. In
fact, we’ve seen a three-fold increase in
walk-in traffic to our new offices.

The new Veterans One Stop, owned and
operated by Mental Health American
(MHA) of Dutchess County, houses our
Division of Veterans’ Services, Hudson
Valley Veterans Alliance and the Veterans
Sportsmen Association, and is designed
for vets seeking help in so many areas.
Our office at Veterans’ Services helps vets
with claims applications, referrals, receiv-
ing burial benefits, filing discharge
papers, applying for medals, obtaining
New York State property tax exemptions
and much more. MHA offers the Vet2Vet
program – I mentioned that great program
in last month’s column – as well as hous-
ing and employment assistance, suicide
prevention services, multiple artistic ther-
apy programs and many other services.

The 10,000-square-foot structure is also
easily accessible, making it even easier
for veterans to come here. In addition to
having a dedicated bus stop via Dutchess
County Transit’s Route D, the facility has
ample parking for those who drive. Not
having to navigate the parking situation
that was required at our former location in
the City of Poughkeepsie is a big driver
for the increased traffic at our new offices.
We would often make referrals to the vets
who came to our offices, only to later dis-
cover they didn’t follow through on that
referral because they didn’t want to make
several stops or pay for parking multiple
times. This, along with our staff no longer
working out of cubicles but having per-
sonal offices with doors that close for priva-
cy, has created a relaxed and safe environ-
ment for those visiting the service center.

The new site also features several large
rooms for health and wellness classes,
movie nights, dance and art instruction
plus several sizable conference rooms and
spacious wheelchair-accessible bath-
rooms for those who need the space to
maneuver. New floors and walls have
been completed, and the One Stop houses

a fully stocked food pantry, as well as a
clothing and supplies closet for veterans
needing assistance in those areas.

The sky is the limit in what we hope to
accomplish at the site to support our vet-
erans. We are always exploring new
options and implementing new techniques
as we listen to, and communicate with,
those who come to the One Stop location.
I hope those reading this column who
haven’t visited us yet do so, and I ask
those of you who may know friends or
family members who might benefit from
the services to encourage them to stop in.

Everyone at the Veterans One Stop,
including us here at Veterans’ Services
and our neighboring partners, strives to
deliver a professional and personalized
analysis for veterans and their families so
they get the services they need and the
benefits they’ve earned from their years
of service to our country.

Remember, you must apply to receive
these benefits; they are not automatic.
Please call us at 845-486-2060 for an
appointment or find more information at
dutchessny.gov/veterans.

We’re here (and there) for our veterans
On Friday, June 23, from 11 a.m. to 3

p.m., representatives from our Veterans’
Services office will join other service
providers at the Veteran Employment and
Housing Resource Fair, hosted by the
Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel, 40 Civic
Center Plaza in the City of Poughkeepsie.
In addition to a complementary lunch,
veterans and their families can learn about
the many services and programs available
to them, particularly those focused on
gaining and keeping employment and
housing. We hope to see you there.

Want to see the Veterans One Stop for
yourself? MHA will host a Vet2Vet
Women’s Support Group meeting on
Friday, July 14, from noon to 1 p.m.
There’s no need to RSVP; simply show up
and find comfort and camaraderie among
your fellow female heroes who have
given so much to protect our nation.

For more information about services and
programs for veterans in Dutchess County,
call us at the Dutchess County Division of
Veteran’ Services at 845-486-2060 or go to
www.dutchessny.gov/Veterans .

Elks announce Rombout Middle 
School Students of the Year

During the annual Beacon Elks Lodge Flag Day service on June 11, the Beacon
Elks Lodge #1493 announced the recipients of this year's Rombout Middle Schools
Students of the Year. The teachers of Rombout Middle School recommend the stu-
dents of the year based on the students’ contributions to the school, interaction with
their fellow students and personal growth.

Pictured, from left, (Rear) State Vice President Hudson Valley District #6180
Steven Brawitsch; 8th grader Ash Marcus; 7th grade Breanna Jones and 6th grader
Ralph Marinaccio 4th and Carl Oken, Youth Activities Chair.

Students were presented Elks Grand Lodge certificates and gift certificates to
Shmuck’s Sweet Stuff.

-Courtesy photo 

New Veterans One Stop 
Building continues to excite

Adam Roche

 VETERANS NEWS WITH ADAM ROCHE               

Declaration of Independence reading set July 4th
Continued from cover
signs. Pavelock said he wants to have the
audience more involved. There will be raf-
fles this year that attendees may purchase. 

Pavelock, who started the Reading of
the Declaration in Beacon, said, “I didn’t
think it would be five years, let alone 10
years,” he said.Scouts from a local
Troop’s Color Guard will participate.

Readers for this year are John Forman, a
member of the Fishkill Town Board, and
Dan Aymar-Blair, who represents Ward 4 on
the City of Beacon Council. 

“The Declaration of Independence was
the boldest of acts, antagonizing the
world’s mightiest empire for enlighten-
ment-era rights. It’s a fine tradition we
have in Beacon - remembering what the
4th of July is truly about - and I’m hon-
ored to be a part of it,” Aymar-Blair told

the Beacon Free Press via email.
Pavelock will be dressed up as Edward

Rutledge one of the signers of the
Declaration from South Carolina. One may
find out more about Rutledge by attending
the event.  

Committee members are Anne Thomas, a
local resident and member of the Daughters
of the American Revolution (DAR), Kathy
Caporale and Dave Rembert. Former mayor
Clara Lou Gould is the vice chair of 
the committee. 

“As a member of the DAR, it’s very
important to me that people recognize the
importance of what the colonists did by
declaring their independence,” said Thomas. 

“I know things change in our lives during
months, years. I hope to keep this going as
long as I can,” said Pavelock. 

Refreshments will be served afterwards.
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By Rich Thomaselli
The clubhouse manager has been busy.
And he will continue to be busy for this

level of baseball and the Hudson Valley
Renegades.

The Renegades are the High Class A
farm Club of the New York Yankees. At
this level of minor league baseball, it’s
very transient. You’re either moving up or
you’re demoted.

Only two-and-a-half months into the
season, the Renegades have had more
than 20 roster moves. The latest was
left-handed pitcher Josh Maciejewski,
who was transferred to the Triple-A
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders after
a short rehabilitation stint. The
Renegades roster currently stands at the
South Atlantic League maximum of 30
Active, 3 Injured List, and 1 Minor
League rehab.

The most notable, of course, was the
promotion of Aaron Palensky, who was
leading the league in homeruns at the
time he was called up to Double-A.

“It’s not a place where you set down
roots,” manager Sergio Santos said 
with a smile.

“Look, it’s a beautiful area with a beau-
tiful ballpark and great fans,” outfielder
Spencer Jones said. “But the whole idea
is to move up and move on.”

Jones is the only Renegades player who

has appeared in 50-plus games. At this
level, the old baseball idiom is true. You
can’t tell the players without a scorecard.

It makes it more difficult for fans to
follow the team.

“We’re not selling baseball, per se,”
said general manager Tyson Jeffers.
“We’re selling the entertainment value
of a night out with the family.”

That’s why you see so many pro-
motions, giveaways, and such things
as fireworks at minor league baseball
games across the country. Hey, where
else can you go to see a lady shot out
of a cannon and watch a baseball
game at the same time? Yes, in the
past, the Renegades have hosted the
Dynamite Lady, who shoots herself
out of a cannon on the field.

“This is like a weigh station,”
Santos said. “Hopefully, it’s another
rung on the ladder. You can’t become
too attached to a place, no matter how
great it is, at this level.”

Just don’t tell that to Wade Miley.
The star reliever once pitched for the
renegade before moving all the way up
and eventually getting traded to the
World Series champion Kansas City
Royals. While he was here, however,
he met a girl from Marlboro and 
got married.

Talk about becoming attached.

Players keep moving up
and team keeps adjusting
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Harrison Cohen is one of the members of the Hudson Valley Renegades relief
corps that has kept the opposition hitters guessing and recently produced a 38-inning
scoreless streak. 

-Photo by Dave Janosz

Renegades relief pitchers among the best in SAL
By Rich Thomaselli

Starting pitching is still the name of
the game in baseball.

But the Hudson Valley Renegades
have a second line of defense that 
is the best in the South Atlantic 
League (SAL).

“It’s good to have them back there,”
starting picture Zack Messinger 
said of the team’s relievers. “If you
have to come out of a close game, it’s a
comfortable feeling and not one 
of trepidation.”

Leading the group for the Renegades
are Harrison Cohen, Indigo Diaz, Clay
Aguilar, and Nick Paciorek. The group
recently led the bullpen to a 12 - day
effort, in which they gave up no 

earned runs and had a 38-inning 
scoreless streak.

“I think it’s become a pride thing
now,” Aguilar said.

Even reliever Chase Handlor, who
has appeared in only nine games so far,
leads the team with a 2.64 ERA.

The best thing about the relievers is
the diversity among the staff. Some
players throw hard, others are more nit-
picky. Some have tremendous fastballs
and some have great breaking stuff.

“Nobody knows what they’re going
to get from us,” Cohen said.

Said manager Sergio Santos: “We are
confident with whoever we throw 
out there.”

Editor’s note: Each week writer Rich
Thomaselli and Hudson Valley
Renegades General Manager Tyson
Jeffers discuss the Renegades in particu-
lar and minor league baseball in general.

By the time people read this, we’ll be
coming up on, or just be into the second
half of the season. Is there a second half
for management as well?

I think that line between seasons is
impactful for us. We can compare our
business side to last year and say, OK,
‘we accomplished this. We accomplished
that. We have to improve on this,’ and so
forth. Are we pacing the way we want to?
Especially going into July and August,
which are a lot different than April and

May. Hopefully we will have look back at
the end of the year and say we had a 
successful season and right now that’s
looking very promising.

Are there any memorable moments
for you from the first half of this sea-
son?

I think opening night, because it was
my first game as a general manager, and it
was the night we rechristened the ballpark
as Heritage Financial. Other things are
just internal stuff like people hitting 
their goals, we’re very happy for them.
And celebrating things that turn out to be 
successful that we spent a lot of time 
in planning.

What would you like to accomplish in

the second half of the season? And what
do you HAVE to accomplish?

What we have to continue to accomplish
is one thing. We made it a point in the off
season. We have to go into this year to
really listen to our customers. So after
every game, we tried to send them an
email with a survey and ask them some
questions to respond to. We made it a 
mission to give our customers a platform
and a voice to talk to us. We rate each 
department based on that feedback. And
sometimes we ask our department heads to
give our customers a call. We want to 
better understand our customers so that we
can make changes if needed. The second
half gives us a chance to review and get
better. It’s really important to listen to 
your fans.

Preparing for the second half
and listening to our customers

Renegades close in on title
for first half of league season
Continued from cover

Jones promptly tied the game at one in
the bottom of the first with a solo blast to
right-center field, his ninth home run of
the season, and third leadoff home run.

Hudson Valley took a 2-1 advantage in
the sixth on an RBI double from Anthony
Garcia that scored Cowles. The
Renegades outfielder finished the night 2-
for-3 with a pair of doubles and an RBI.

After Stephen Paolini led off the top of
the eighth with a walk, Kevin Kilpatrick
hit a go-ahead two-run home run to left
field off Indigo Diaz to hand the lead back

to Rome at 3-2.
Hudson Valley responded with a run in

the bottom half of the frame on an infield
single by Antonio Gómez after three of
the first four hitters reached against
Patrick Halligan. Diaz and Harrison
Cohen navigated around two baserunners
in the top of the ninth to set the stage for
Cowles’ heroics.

Hudson Valley opened the six-game
series with a 3-1 loss on Tuesday night but
then bounced back with 4-2 and 4-3 wins
the next two nights.
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Obituaries
Helen Schimpf 

Helen Schimpf passed away 4/10/2023 at the age of 93. She was
predeceased by her husband Sidney John Schimpf, by her life
companion (after Sidney's passing) Anthony Centorani, by her
sons Karl and John, by her grandson Erik, and by her parents Karl
and Bertha Schumacher. She is survived by sons Peter and Bill, by
her grandchildren Glen, Jeffrey, Samantha, Jennifer, Jocelyn and
Julianne and by four great grandchildren.

She was a computer programmer for Avon corporation in the
1970's when there were very few women programmers. She
served as a church organist beginning in her teens and continuing
through her 80's. In her 50's she obtained a BA in Education from

SUNY New Paltz and a certification as Minister of Music from Northwester University, and
her role in church music expanded to include choir director. She touched many people in the
church, and in the Schimpf and Centorani families, and she will be missed.

An informal memorial celebration was held in her honor at Sodalis Senior Living in
Jackson, TX.

Helen met Tony in 1993. Their companionship lasted for over twenty-one years. Dutchess
County soon became a new home for Helen. Helen quickly made many new friends and bond-
ed with Tonys family. She played the organ and directed the junior and senior choirs at various
Methodist church's in the area. Helen and Tony became regulars at the Union Vale Seniors.
Helen also was a member of the Germaina Hall in Poughkeepsie. While at Germania Hall, she
accompanied the childrens choir on the piano. Helen and Tony loved to travel.

Helen was happy and grateful when they took a trip to California to visit with her son Karl.
After Tony passed away in 2014, Helen moved to Texas to be near her son Peter. Helen, you
were loved by many in the Centorani, Booth and Straley families and you will be missed.
Thank you for being a part of Tony’s life.

Robert P. Galloway

BEACON - Robert P. Galloway, a longtime Beacon resident,
passed away peacefully with his family by his side on Sunday,
June 11, 2023 at the Kaplan Hospice in Newburgh, NY; at the age
of 89. He was born in Dumbarton, Scotland on July 3, 1933, son
of the late Samuel & Alice (Stewart) Galloway. On May 25, 1968,
he married Christine Livingstone back in their native land of
Scotland; the two met at a bar in Queens, NY, and from there fell
in love... Happily married for 51-years, until Christine prede-
ceased him on July 21, 2019. He was a communicant of the St.
Joachim-St. John the Evangelist Church in Beacon.

Prior to emigrating to the US, Robert served in the British
Army as part of the Seaforth Highlanders, 1st Battalion serving Gibraltar. Upon com-
pleting his tour in the Army, he returned to Scotland and began his five-year appren-
ticeship as a painter. When he finished his apprenticeship, he began his career in paint-
ing as a ship painter.

In 1962, he made the move to come to the US and as the story goes, he began work-
ing immediately as a union painter. Career wise he eventually went into business with
his partner, David Sullivan, creating Old Firm Contracting.

After retiring, he and Christine became avid travelers adventuring around the globe.
With this family being his first passion, the other was soccer. Robert was proud to have
been a founding member Beacon Soccer Club and has continuously been involved in
soccer since coming to the US. If there was soccer being played in Beacon, you were
guaranteed to see him there. He enjoyed his years of coaching in Beacon and at
Dutchess Community College, after they asked for his help in revitalizing their pro-
gram. His favorite players ever called him Gramps and he found such joy in watch-
ing/coaching his grandsons and his great-grandchildren. Along with his passions, he
was very proud of his Scottish roots and was a member of the Dutchess County
Scottish Society

Robert is survived by his daughter and son-in-law: Jacqueline and Dimas Arroyo of
Beacon; His two grandsons, Robert (Caitlin) Arroyo and Dimas (Erena) Arroyo; and
his five great-grandchildren, all whom he adored: Brayden, Alexander, Autumn,
Brielle and McKenna Christine Arroyo. He is also survived by his four brothers Harry,
Stewart, Samuel & Andrew Galloway; his brother-in-law James Larson; sister-in-law
Jane Livingstone; numerous nieces and nephews, who he also adored and countless
friends who became family. A special thank you to the caregivers he had over the past
few years, Valrie, Marjorie, and Joe and Ashley Vargas.

Along with his wife Christine and his parents, Robert was predeceased by one broth-
er Peter Galloway.

His Family gathered with Friends on Thursday, June 15 at the LIBBY FUNERAL
HOME, 55 Teller Avenue, Beacon. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on
Friday, June 16 at St. Joachim Church, 51 Leonard Street, Beacon, followed by inter-
ment at St. Joachim Cemetery, 325 Washington Avenue, Beacon.

In lieu of flowers his family has asked for memorial donations to be made in
Robert's name to either the Michael J. Fox Parkinson's Foundation, P.O. Box 5014,
Hagerstown, MD 21741 or St Jude Children’s Research, 501 St. Jude Pl., Memphis,
TN 38105. To offer a message of condolence or share a fond memory, please visit:
www.LibbyFuneralHome.com.

Astor services expands reach, with mental & 
behavioral health services in Sullivan, Rockland counties
In an effort to meet the increasing men-

tal health needs in communities across
New York State, Astor Services recently
announced an expansion into Rockland
and Sullivan counties. The nonprofit
organization, which has a 70-year foot-
print in the Hudson Valley and the Bronx,
has opened an Adolescent Partial
Hospitalization Program (PHP) in
Rockland County, and numerous counsel-
ing centers and school-based programs
throughout Sullivan County.

This news comes on the heels of Astor
Services adding an Adult Care
Management program early last year 
for Dutchess, Ulster and Orange County
residents.

“Astor Services continuously assesses
the needs of the communities we serve
and remains committed to ensuring the
spectrum of services we provide responds
directly to those needs in a way that fur-
ther strengthens families and communi-
ties,” said Yvette Bairan, CEO of 
Astor Services.

About the Adolescent Partial
Hospitalization Program (PHP)

Astor Services received start-up funds
from the New York State Office of Mental
Health and Crisis & Hospital Diversion
Programming to create the new PHP in
Rockland County at the BOCES site at
131 N Midland Ave, Nyack, New York (at

BOCES BERC Campus). The program is
modeled after Astor’s existing PHP in
Poughkeepsie, New York, which provides
short-term intensive therapeutic treatment
to youth 11 – 18 years old who are strug-
gling at home, at school or in the commu-
nity. The programs primarily use an evi-
dence-based treatment model, Dialectic
Behavioral Therapy (DBT), which has
been shown to be effective for people of
all ages.

The PHP can support a youth and their
family at any point in their mental health
and/or substance use treatment, whether it
is their first time participating in services
or they are transitioning from another pro-
gram. The program helps youth learn to

safely manage their emotions to prevent
out-of-home placement to psychiatric
hospitals and other residential programs.

About the Counseling Centers
and School-based Programs

In Sullivan County, Astor will be open-
ing a counseling center at the Family
Services building in Liberty this summer.
In addition, Astor is in conversations with
the school districts throughout Sullivan
County about school-based behavioral
health services.

To learn more about any of these 
services, or to access support, email
HudsonValleyReferrals@astorservices.
org.

Bernie Williams and ‘His Band of Friends’
wow the crowd at Millbrook Vineyards

Former New York Yankees centerfielder and jazz music icon, Bernie Williams and
“His Band of Friends” performed live at Millbrook Vineyards and Winery on
Saturday, June 17, kicking off the winery’s 2023 Jazz Concert Series. Visitors to the
sold-out show had the opportunity to taste and purchase Bernie’s Blend wines – a
collection of wine that was created by Williams himself alongside Millbrook Winery’s
winemaker, Ian Bearup. A portion of the wine sales proceeds will be donated to the
NAMM Foundation's SupportMusic Coalition, which unites non-profit organiza-
tions, schools, and businesses working to assure that music education is supported in
communities everywhere, and that all children have the opportunity to learn and
grow with music. 

-Courtesy photos

Leadership summit set June 22 at Marist
The United Way of the Dutchess-Orange

Region will present “Elevate: A Leadership
Summit for Leaders & Emerging Leaders”
on  June 22, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at Marist
College’s Student Center in Poughkeepsie.

The Elevate conference provides opportu-
nities for Community Leaders and Emerging
Leaders to learn from a dynamic, accom-

plished group of women leaders. The TED
(style) Talk speakers have expertise in exec-
utive leadership, management, entrepreneur-
ship, mental health, local government, com-
munity leadership, human resources, work-
force development and more.

To register and for more information, go
tohttps://www.uwdor.org/ElevateSummit.
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Diversions

S U D O K U
Sudoku requires no arithmetic skills.

--------------------------------------------
The object of the game is to fill all the blank 

squares with the correct numbers.
--------------------------------------------

Each row of 9 numbers must include all 
digits 1 through 9 in any order.

Each column of 9 numbers must include all
digits 1 through 9 in any order.

Each 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square
must include all digits 1 through 9.

The solutions to the Sudoko, Crossword puzzle and Suguru can be found on page 16.

The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five
squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;
and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never con-
tain the same number.

Suguru
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600+ Patients

One mission

Let’s start the conversation 

(845) 485-2273  • hvhospice.org

Each patient’s individualized plan of care 

reflects our mission to enhance the quality 

of living for those at the end of life.

Customized historic property plaques
available from Beacon Historical Society

In order to raise awareness of
Beacon’s historical building stock and
to salute property owners who steward
these important structures, the Beacon
Historical Society now offers business-
es and homeowners with buildings that
are a century or older the opportunity to
purchase a customized Beacon
Historical Society Historic Property
plaque. To launch the program, officials
unveiled the first marker on June 14 at
the c. 1709 Madam Brett Homestead on
Van Nydeck Avenue, which is owned by
the Melzingah Chapter of the Daughters
of the American Revolution.

“As caretakers for the oldest building
in Dutchess County, we were honored
to purchase the inaugural marker in this
new program,” said Nancy Osoba
Giordano, Regent of Melzingah
Chapter. “Since 1954, we have under-
taken the responsibility to not only
maintain the house but also share its
important history here in our communi-

Pictured  from top left, one of the his-
toric property markers that will raise
awareness of historical buildings in the
City of Beacon. Nancy Osoba Giordano,
Regent of Melzingah Chapter, and
Denise Doring VanBuren, Beacon
Historical Society President, show the
plaque on the Madam Brett Homestead. 

-Courtesy photos 

SUDOKU This week’s answer 

this week’s puzzle solutions

Suguru solution

ty. As an organization, we’re committed
to historic preservation, and so we are
particularly pleased that this new
plaque illustrates the role we play as the
oldest building in Beacon, as well.”

Every structure within the Beacon
City School District is eligible to pur-
chase one of the Historic Property
Plaques, providing the building is 100
years or older. The oval plaques are
6x8 inches and come in aluminum
($250) or bronze ($350). The property
owner is responsible for installing the
plaque (with provided hardware).
Delivery takes about eight weeks once
the order is placed.

“Participants will need to submit a
simple, easy-to-complete, one-page
application form and provide informa-
tion regarding the history of the build-
ing, including photos if available, with
their check. We also hope this informa-
tion will enable us to bolster our collec-
tion about the history of our residential,
commercial and industrial buildings for
the benefit of future researchers and
owners,” said Denise Doring VanBuren,
Society President. “We should all be so
proud of the history that makes Beacon
such a great place to be, and we’re hop-
ing to show off some of that ‘pride of
place’ through this program.”

Email BeaconHistorical@gmail.com
for more information and a copy of the
application form.
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