HAPPY LABOR DAY!

Ryan wins special
election, primary

Pat Ryan

Marc Molinaro

By Kate Goldsmith
Ulster County Executive Pat Ryan
(D, WOR) prevailed over Dutchess
County Executive Marc Molinaro (R,
C) in the special election on Aug. 23 to
fill the Congressional District 19 (CD19) seat left vacant when former Rep.
Antonio Delgado was appointed
Lieutenant Governor. Ryan took 51.07
percent of the vote, with Molinaro garnering 48.75 percent.
Results were unofficial with all districts reporting.
Ryan will serve as District 19’s representative in Washington through Dec.
31. He also won the Democratic primary for the new Congressional
District 18, overwhelmingly defeating
opponents Aisha Mills and Moses
Mugulusi.
There was low turnout for this special election, with overall participation
at about 28 percent of what the NYS
Board of Elections calls “active registered voters” in the district. The current
19th Congressional district includes all
of the following counties: Columbia,
Delaware, Greene, Otsego, Schoharie,
Sullivan and Ulster; and parts of
Broome, Dutchess, Montgomery and
Rensselaer.
In the Nov. 8 General Election, Ryan
will face off against Colin Schmitt (R,
C) in this new district, which includes
all of Dutchess County and parts of
Ulster and Orange counties.
“Choice was on the ballot. Freedom
was on the ballot, and tonight choice
and freedom won,” Ryan posted on his
candidate Facebook page. “We voted
like our democracy was on the line
because it is. We upended
everything we thought we knew about
politics and did it together.”
He added: “NY-19, it will be my
honor to serve you in Congress.”
Molinaro issued a statement commenting on the result.
“While this is not the outcome we
hoped for, we knew this was an uphill
battle when Democrats scheduled this
special election on the same day as two
Democratic Primaries with five candidates pushing their turnout,” he said.
Molinaro will also be on the ballot in
November, as the Republican candidate
in the new Congressional District 19,
which tracks north and west of
Dutchess. His Democratic challenger
will be Josh Riley, who won his primary against Jamie Cheney with nearly
62 percent of the vote.
“As we look forward, every midterm
election is a referendum on the party in
power. ... Everyone in this district, in
America, deserves a government that
respects and serves them,” Molinaro
stated. “In November, help is on the
way as I’ll be running in a new district,
with a new opponent - and we will
continue to offer solutions for all
families in Upstate New York.”
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Wappinger resident organizes drive
to help Kentucky flood victims
By Kristine Coulter
Dutchess County residents pitched in to
assist residents of Kentucky who lost everything from the devastating flooding that
occurred earlier this summer. The floodwaters wiped out houses and businesses in the
Bluegrass State. According to reports, the
flooding caused at least 93 deaths.
Joe Torres, a resident of the Town of
Wappinger,
recently
organized
“Backpacks + For Kentucky,” which was
a school supply drive for students in
Kentucky.
“I was watching news reports of the
devastation. I saw at least three school
buses turned over and lying among the
debris. I immediately thought of the kids
who would not be able to attend school
because of lack of buses, among other
things. Initially, I wanted to lead a caravan of other school bus drivers willing to
spend a week or two filling in while the
Kentucky drivers try to recover, but liability and other issues got in the way of
that. So, I started a collection drive
instead and first contacted the Kentucky
Governor’s Office on July 29th,”
explained Torres, via email.
Among the items that could be donated
were backpacks filled with school supplies, children’s books, toys, bottled
water, snacks, canned goods and clothing
and toiletries for children and adults.
The collections were taken up at the
East Fishkill Town Hall, on Route 376 in
Hopewell Junction, on Aug. 23 and Aug.
24. Volunteers also were at the Wappinger
Town Hall on Aug. 25 and Aug. 26
collecting items.
The drives were sponsored by Total
Transportation, which is a division of
MAT Corp.
“When I came up with the idea, I sent

Local residents dropped off school supplies and backpacks to help victims of the
floods in Kentucky.
-Courtesy photo

a proposal to Total Transportation
Regional Manager Vincent Marzella. He
responded that the bus company would
support the effort by making available
as many buses as would be needed,”
responded Torres when asked whom he
would like to thank. “Also, Town of
East Fishkill Councilman Anil “A.J.”
Beephan, Town Supervisor Nicholas
D'Alessandro, and Wappinger Town
Supervisor Dick Thurston for posting
the flyer on their respective Town
Facebook pages and allowing me to use
their parking lots as a collection site.”

Torres noted, “Though I had an idea of
creating a flyer, Angela Cavaretta of AC
Vinyl Designs, designed and created the
flyer within a couple of hours.” He also
thanked “everyone who either donated,
helped promote, or otherwise supported
this relief effort has my ultimate gratitude
and appreciation.”
As for the message he hopes the
Kentucky students and their families
receive along with the backpacks, Torres
said, “You are not alone. We are one people and we want to help. We have you in
our prayers.”

Funding for HV airports announced
U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer and U.S. Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand announced $3,668,460 in federal funding for three Hudson Valley airports: Hudson Valley Regional,
Westchester County, and Sullivan County
International. The funding was allocated
through
the
Federal
Aviation
Administration’s Airport Improvement
Program (AIP) and will be used to
improve snow removal operations and
enhance airfield safety.
Schumer said in a statement,
“Transportation connections to the wider
world are essential for community development and economic opportunity, and I
have long been a champion of bringing
those connections to Westchester,
Sullivan, Dutchess, and beyond. The
funding announced today means opportunities for more jobs, more growth, and
more investment in the future. I will
always work with the community to
fight for the Hudson Valley’s economic
take off.”
“Airports in the Hudson Valley serve
over one million travelers each year,” a
portion of Gillibrand’s statement said.
“They need to be safe, modern, and

It was recently announced that Hudson Valley airports would receive funds for
improvements.
-Archive photo

efficient in order to facilitate tourism and
spur local economic growth, and that
requires continued upgrades.”
- Hudson Valley Regional, $288,239,
Construct, extend/improve safety area
- Hudson Valley Regional, $2,112,381,

Reconstruct taxiway lighting
- Westchester County, $613, 696,
Construct/rehabilitate/modify/expand
snow removal equipment building
- Sullivan County International,
$654,144, rehabilitate apron.
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Jet ski accident on Hudson

The New Hamburg Fire Department was dispatched on August 24 for an accident
involving a jet ski on the Hudson River. City of Poughkeepsie and Middle Hope Boat
were dispatched under the Hudson River Boat Plan.
According to a post on the New Hamburg Fire Department Facebook page from its
chief, upon arrival New Hamburg personnel under direction of Asst. Chief Moore located two patients in the water with two heavily damaged jet skis. The victims were removed
from the water and treated by two New Hamburg EMTs. The patients were brought to the
gas dock at White’s Marina and patient care turned over to Mobile Life.
According to the post, both patients were transported to MidHudson Regional
Hospital. The Jet Skis were secured until they were brought back to shore by officials
with the Command Post at White’s Marina.
-Courtesy photos

County to participate in STOP-DWI
Labor crackdown enforcement
Dutchess County Executive Marc
Molinaro has announced law enforcement
agencies throughout Dutchess County
agencies are participating in a special
enforcement effort to crack down on
impaired driving this Labor Day weekend. The statewide STOP-DWI High
Visibility Engagement Campaign is currently underway and will conclude following Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 5th.
Labor Day is one of the busiest travel
times of the year and marks the unofficial
end of summer. New York State Police,
county sheriffs’ offices, municipal law
enforcement agencies and local STOPDWI programs are collaborating across
the state and are out in force during this
coordinated effort to reduce the number
of impaired driving-related injuries and
deaths.
Molinaro said, “For more than a century, the United States has honored the
American worker by celebrating Labor
Day, recognizing the tremendous work
and accomplishments that have made this
country great. Many will celebrate Labor
Day weekend, but we ask those to plan to
include alcohol in their observance of this

holiday to also plan for a safe ride home.
Safety takes no holiday, and as always, we
thank the devoted men and women of law
enforcement who work tirelessly to rid
our roadway of impaired drivers – during
this holiday weekend and every day.”
According to the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration, 11,654
people were killed in motor vehicle crashes in 2020 that involved an alcoholimpaired driver. On average, more than
10,000 people were killed each year from
2016 to 2020, and one person was killed
in a drunk-driving crash every 45 minutes
in 2020.
Highly visible, highly publicized efforts
like the STOP-DWI High Visibility
Engagement Campaign aim to further
reduce the incidence of drunk and
impaired driving.
Residents are encouraged to have a
sober plan. STOP-DWI New York urges
residents to download its mobile app,
“Have a Plan,” which enables drivers
to
find
a
safe
ride
home
www.stopdwi.org/mobileapp Impaired
driving is completely preventable.

Bridge to be replaced on
Washington Avenue in Fishkill
The Dutchess County Department of
Public Works (DPW) has announced work
to replace a bridge on Washington Avenue in
the Town of Fishkill is expected to begin on
or about September 6th. The bridge, located
over the Fishkill Creek at the intersection of
Maple Street and Petticoat Lane, will be
replaced to ensure the safety and stability of
the bridge and roadway for motorists.
Project work will involve replacing the
structure with a new, wider bridge that will
include sidewalks on both sides. The new
bridge will be built adjacent to the existing
structure, allowing the current bridge and
roadway to remain open during construction,
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however there will be occasional single-lane
traffic patterns over the course of the project.
The new bridge is expected to open to traffic
in the summer of 2023.
Washington Avenue averages approximately 5,544 vehicles per day.
Motorists are advised to plan for additional time and to exercise extra caution near the
construction site, obey the posted speed limits, traffic advisory signs, and the directions
from flaggers in the work zone to ensure the
safety of workers and other motorists.
For information, contact the Dutchess
County Department of Public Works’
Engineering Division at 845-486-2925.
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Young people learn financial, computer skills
during two-day County program
Dutchess County Executive Marc
Molinaro congratulated eight local young
people who completed the Dutchess County
Department of Community and Family
Services’ (DCFS) two-day “Youth Financial
Literacy & Computer Training Program,” an
annual course that teaches participants valuable financial and computer skills.
DCFS again partnered with the Dutchess
County Workforce Investment Board and
the Dutchess One Stop to coordinate financial, computer and budgeting training for
local young people, many of whose families
receive services from DCFS.
The young participants began this week’s
intensive program by learning how to identify their skillset, then composing a résumé
and cover letter to grab potential employers’
attention. They also gained important computer skills, including learning the dangers
and appropriate use of the Internet and social
media; and they learned about financial literacy, budgeting and using formulas in
Microsoft Excel through a hands-on, reallife scenario where they made budget decisions for a family of four. In addition to
Excel, participants learned how to use
Microsoft Word and PowerPoint to complete school assignment and projects. The
participants concluded the program by
learning about the Dutchess County One
Stop Career and Employment Center, as
well as the available services to help them
find jobs.
Molinaro said, “I’m proud of each of the

young men and women who have completed
the Dutchess County’s Youth Financial
Literacy & Computer Training Program –
young people who have dedicated themselves to preparing for a successful future for
themselves and their families. Dutchess
County thanks its partners for their continued
collaboration, make this annual program a
success for the hundreds of participants who
have benefited from the lessons it teaches. I
congratulate each of today’s graduates, and
we, as a county, look forward to seeing how
the skills and resources they’ve gained this
week will result in bright futures.”
Ranging in age from 13 to 18, the students
were required to achieve satisfactory attendance and satisfactory grades in school to
qualify for this week’s program. After successfully completing the program, each participant earned a laptop computer and printer to help them follow their goals of attending college and pursuing a career.
Since its inception in 2007, the computer
training program has served 276 youth.
Ninety-five percent of youth participating in
the program from 2011 to 2021 are no longer
on Temporary Assistance.
This program has been recognized as a
best practice for youth job preparation and
was showcased at the 2015 summer conference of the New York Public Welfare
Association. The program is funded through
the Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families program and the Foster Care Block
Grant.

Local students, seen here with their mentors, successfully completed the County’s
financial and computer training program.
- Courtesy photo

Council on Addiction Prevention & Education
offers prevention programs to county schools
Beginning in the 2022/2023 school
year, the Council on Addiction Prevention
and Education (CAPE) will offer two new
prevention programs to middle and high
school students of Dutchess County. The
first of these is PreVenture, an evidencebased prevention program that uses personality trait-targeted interventions to
promote youth mental health and skill
development with the overall goal of
delaying substance use. CAPE will also
introduce Rock In Prevention, a program
that harnesses the power of music to teach
students Social Emotional Learning
(SEL) and other life skills that help prevent bullying and adolescent substance
use/abuse.

“We are eager to bring these innovative
offerings to the students of Dutchess
County,” said Cristine Groenewegen,
agency director of CAPE. “By giving students more resources that meet them
where they are, we believe we can have a
strong effect on preventing substance use
and promoting positive coping skills for
students.”
Along with these two new programs,
CAPE will continue to offer existing programs with proven results for area youth,
such as Teen Intervene. For more information on these new offerings, please
contact Cristine Groenewegen at either
cgroenewegen@capedc.org or 845-7658301 ex. 103.
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Annual Hudson Valley Hot-Air
Balloon Festival set September 2-4

The Hudson Valley Hot-Air Balloon Festival will take place at Tymor Park from
September 2-4.
-Courtesy photos
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The Dutchess County Chamber of
Commerce and JPMorgan Chase present the
31st Annual Hudson Valley Hot-Air Balloon
Festival at Tymor Park in Union Vale from
September 2-4.
Hot-air balloonists from all over the country come to the annual festival for the 100
scheduled ascensions throughout the weekend. A full weekend of attractions features
food and souvenir vendors, a beer and wine
tent, live music, hot-air balloon illumination
moon glows, fireworks, helicopter rides, and
of course, both tethered balloon rides and
full hot-air balloon flights! Inclusive family
activities include a walk-about balloon, barrel pong, corn hole, giant Jenga, can jam,
bocce, ladder ball, giant chess, washer toss,
giant connect 4, yard dice, a bubble zone,
and more! Live music will be played each
evening from 3-8pm, this year featuring
musicians Jordan Stoner, Lucky House, and
Seven Days Gone.
Tymor Park treats spectators to a 360degree view of the balloons, and gives the
crowd the opportunity to watch the balloons
inflate up close, and to see the balloon crews
in action. Live pilot presentations, “All
About Ballooning,” will take place each
afternoon at 4 p.m.
Activities will be available rain or shine,
however, balloon launches are weather and
wind-permitting and are at the sole discretion of the pilots. Hot-air balloons may only
inflate and fly in acceptable conditions, and
the safety of our attendees is the top priority.
Reservations to attend the festival must be
made in advance on a per person basis, for a
donation of $15 per person for

afternoon/evening admission, $8 per person
for morning admission, $25.95 per person
for a weekend all-access pass, and free for
children under the age of 3. Donations are
non-refundable and non-transferable. The
reservation includes all activities except balloon rides, and is only good for one person
admission on the date and time selected. Full
hot-air balloon flights are $300 per person
for a 25-45minute long experience. Tethered
hot-air balloon flights are $25 per person,
payable in cash only during the festival.
Tickets are not sold at the gate; you must
purchase them online in advance at
dcroc.org/balloonfesttickets. For morning
reservations, parking is at Tymor Park, 249
Duncan Road, Lagrangeville. For evening
reservations, parking is at Vail Farm
Elementary School, 1659 E. Noxon Road,
Lagrangeville; a shuttle bus will bring you to
Tymor Park, less than three miles away.
For any questions, check out the
Frequently Asked Questions page at balloonfesthv.com or call the Central Hudson
Gas and Electric Corporation Balloon
Festival Hotline at 845-454-1701.
“This is truly a fine example of our community coming together to deliver an uplifting event, and it is always great to see the
crowds enjoying it up close and personal, as
well as the economic benefits it brings to our
business community,” said Frank M.
Castella, who is the president and CEO of
the Dutchess County Regional Chamber of
Commerce.
The Chamber thanks the sponsors of the
31st Annual Hudson Valley Hot-Air
Balloon Festival.
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Clearwater hosts participants
in youth empowerment program

The Young Women at the Helm Program took place recently. Pictured are participants in the program.
-Courtesy photos

Participants in the Young Women at the Helm youth program.
After a two-year COVID hiatus,
Clearwater welcomed the return of their
Young Women at the Helm youth empowerment program last week. Participants
ranged from ages 14-18 years, from
Beacon, New York City, Poughkeepsie
Westchester County and New Jersey. This
entirely donor-funded program is
designed to empower young women by

engaging them in a wide range of physical
and academic activities. Onboard, participants learned and practiced sailing deck
skills, knot tying, coiling lines, and navigation. They also learned about the
Hudson River through a variety of lenses,
including water quality, ecology, and
Indigenous Peoples.
In the evening, the group had a sunset

seine on the beach in Alpine and camped
on shore, where they shared reflections
on the day, asked crew questions about
Clearwater, sailing, college, career paths,
and of course, they sang together.
Participant Samantha L. said,
“Everyone here is so different, which
meant that every conversation was different and I got to learn a lot more.”
Samantha continued, “I never thought I
would feel so in touch with myself and
with the earth that I do now. Being on this
boat and camping gives a lot of time to

this week’s puzzle solutions

just stop and take in the world around
you, which we don’t get often in regular
life. I’ve definitely grown as a person and
had so much fun trying new things.”
The program was led by Outreach and
Engagement Manager Amali Knobloch,
First Mate Fredi Guevara-Prip, Captain
Annika Savio, Program Director Ruthie
Gold, and the entire crew of the
Clearwater.
Program Director Ruthie Gold commented on this year’s program, “It was
amazing to see the transformation of our
participants from shy, quiet, teens, to
funny, bright, passionate-about-the-River
friends in a matter of hours! We are
thrilled that we were able to share the
magic of the Hudson and the Clearwater
with these young women and look forward to offering Young Women at the
Helm and our other Youth Empowerment
Programs next summer.”

Dance at Elks lodge
Get On Down at the Elks Lounge
Dance Night on September 10th at 7 p.m.,
at 900 Wolcott Avenue (Rt. 9D), Beacon.
Dance to a vibrant mix of musical styles
and song requests welcome. Attire is
whatever suits one’s mood – from blue
jeans to dazzling sparkles. There is a $15
admission or $10 for Elks members,
includes a variety of complimentary
snacks, and a full cash bar is available.
For more information, call 845-7650667 or email rhodaja@optonline.net.

This week’s answer

Suguru solution

SUDOKU
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Here’s the playoff situation
for the HV Renegades
By Rich Thomaselli
Once again, the Hudson Valley
Renegades are in the thick of the playoff
chase in minor league baseball.
The Renegades, the Class A farm tea of
the New York Yankees, play in the North
Division of the South Atlantic League.
Like all of minor league baseball, the
132-game season is divided into a first
half and second half. Hudson Valley was
barely a .500 team in the first half and finished behind Aberdeen in the vision. But
Renegades caught fire in the second half
and currently sit at 66-53 overall and 3221 in the second half, a half-game ahead
of Brooklyn. Both the Renegades and the
Cyclones have 12 regular-season games
remaining.
Now, if you’re an astute baseball fan,
you see right away that the math doesn’t
work. Well, there’s where the key element

could come into play. Hudson Valley
technically would have 13 games remaining at this point, but it was decided that a
rainout early in the season would not be
made up. So, if the Renegades and
Brooklyn continue this neck-and-neck run
to the finish, it’s possible one of the
teams could finish a half-game ahead –
or behind.
We know this much – the winner of
the second half of the North Division
will play first-half North champion
Aberdeen in the South Atlantic semifinals. The series will be best 2-out-of-3.
Either Hudson Valley or Brooklyn will
host Game 1 before traveling to
Aberdeen for Game 2 and, if necessary,
Game 3.
The winner of that series will play the
South Division champ for the league title,
also in a best-of-three series.

August 31, 2022
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Renegades take 5-of-6 from
Hickory to stay in first place
By Rich Thomaselli
Kyle Battle delivered a go-ahead homerun as part of a three-run seventh inning, lifting the Hudson Valley Renegades to a 9-7
victory over the Hickory Crawdads on
Sunday afternoon at Dutchess Stadium.
Battle went 2-for-3 with a decisive tworun single, a double, a run scored and two
stolen bases in his third game with the
Renegades.
With the win, the Renegades took five of
six from the Crawdads and remained a halfgame ahead of Brooklyn for first place in the
North Division of the South Atlantic League
(see separate story on playoff scenarios).
Hudson Valley jumped ahead in the bottom of the first against Hickory starter Dane
Acker. With the bases loaded and one out,
Carlos Narvaez lined a three-run triple and
Ben Cowles lifted a sacrifice fly to give the
Renegades a 4-0 lead.
The Crawdads leveled it up in the top of
the fourth against Renegades starter Blane
Abeyta. Daniel Mateo knocked an RBI single, Chris Seise slammed an RBI double,
Cristian Inoa skied a sacrifice fly, and Cody
Freeman laced an RBI single to tie the game
at four.
In the top of the fourth, Mateo drew a
walk with the bases loaded to push Hickory
ahead 5-4. The Crawdads plated another in
the top of the sixth. Josh Hatcher drilled an
RBI single, scoring Angel Aponte from second to extend the lead to 6-4.

Abeyta lasted 4.2 innings, allowing six
runs on nine hits, walking six and striking
out three.
Hudson Valley pulled even in the bottom
of the sixth with three timely doubles. Kyle
Battle doubled, stole third, and Eduardo
Torrealba smoked an RBI double. Trey
Sweeney followed with a screaming double
down the right field line, plating Torrealba to
tie the game at 6-6.
In the top of the seventh, Randy
Florentino floated a sacrifice fly off Edgar
Barclay to give the Crawdads a 7-6 edge.
In the bottom half, the Renegades stormed
back to take the lead. T.J. Rumfield,
Narvaez, and Cowles walked sequentially
against Michael Brewer (2-2) to load the
bases. With the bases full and no one out,
Sanchez grounded an RBI single and Battle
stroked a two-run single to put Hudson
Valley in front 9-7.
Barclay (6-4) earned the win, tossing 2.1
hitless innings of relief, allowing one
unearned run, walking one and striking out
two. Carlos Gomez picked up his fourth
save with two scoreless innings, escaping a
bases-loaded, one-out jam in the eighth, and
working around a leadoff single in the ninth
to secure the win.
Hudson Valley was set to begin its final
regular-season homestand of the year on
Tuesday, August 30 with the first of six
games against Jersey Shore.

Kyle Battle hit a go-ahead homerun Sunday to help the Renegades take a 9-7 win
over the Hickory Crawdads. The Renegades are a half-game ahead of Brooklyn and
face Jersey Shore in their final homestand of the season this week.
-Photo by Dave Janosz

GLINER’S KORNER!

Handling decisions with the weather
and making plans for the playoffs
Every week, Hudson Valley Renegades
President Steve Gliner sits down with
reporter Rich Thomaselli to discuss the
team in particular, and minor league
baseball in general.

we make it. So we have to make travel
plans, work with the opposing team, work
with the Yankees and our manager and
our staff to make sure we travel properly.
It would be pretty exciting if we got into
the playoffs.

windows and might see threatening
clouds or rain at 4 p.m. and then decide
not to come to the game. We haven’t had
a lot of that.

So, how was your much-deserved few
days off last week?
It was very nice. It was good to get
away and spend some time with Michelle
(Steve’s wife) and, quite honestly, it was
good to get away from the daily grind. It’s
a long season, even the months leading up
to it. But we have a great staff here and
they do a great job of minding the house.

Who does that decision - to play or
not play - come down to?
It starts with me. I really sharpened my
weather skills working down in Fort
Myers (Florida), where it rains practically
every afternoon, but I haven’t had to use
those skills much up here. But I monitor
the radar, I talk with our groundskeeper,
and we have a weather service that’s been
very good at keeping us to date,
especially with flash storms.

Something I’ve been wanting to ask
about is the weather. You don’t have to
worry about the lack of rain because of
the artificial turf, but has this been a
weird spring and summer for you?
Strange. Very strange, just in terms of
what I usually would be doing. I feel like
I deal with a lot more weather scenarios,
but not this year. From an attendance
standpoint obviously it’s been great for
us. It’s been terrific for our walk-up
crowd, for the families who look out their

You’ve stressed many times that the
role of a general manager at the minor
league level is different from the
majors. You don’t make player personnel decisions or trades or even discipline if need be. Your responsibility is
strictly to the team. But with the
Renegades fighting for a playoff spot,
do you get caught up in it?
Oh, that will never get old. I’m still a
baseball fan. My focus might be on

Players at this level of the minor
leagues are mostly concerned with
getting to the next level. But do you
think it’s important to them to get into
the playoffs?
Oh, I think it is. You never know when
it might be their last chance. If you win a
championship at any organization it’s
special.

operations, but I definitely pay attention
to what the team is doing. Plus, this looks
like it’s going down to the wire, so there
is plenty of work to be done. We talk with
the folks at Aberdeen (the first half division champs) since they’re the host team
for the semifinal round of the playoffs if

Well, you’ve got a few rings for sure.
Five. Two in my first two years in baseball with the Albany-Colonie Yankees
and I thought that would be the norm
(laughs). The next one didn’t come for 10
years until the Renegades won their first
championship, the next one came 15
years after that with Fort Myers, and then
we won in 2017 again with the
Renegades. I mean, obviously I don’t
play the game, but I am as invested in the
success of our team as anyone.
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Final summer concert
at West Point Sept. 3

The West Point Band will conclude the “Music Under the Stars” concert series
with its annual Labor Day Celebration on Saturday, September 3 at 7:30 p.m. at
Trophy Point Amphitheater. In the event of inclement weather, the concert will take
place on Sunday, September 4. One of the band’s most popular events of the year, the
performance concludes with cannon blasts and a fireworks show over the Hudson
River. This concert is free and open to all. For more information on accessing West
Point, what to bring, where to park, and more: visit www.westpointband.com.
-Courtesy photo
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Dance studio celbrates Beaconite’s
80th birthday with disco throwback

Passion Dance Studio performers celebrated George Lasnier’s 80th birthday
recently at St. Rocco’s in Beacon. The hall was turned into a glittering Disco where
family and friends honored Lasnier.
Celebrating with Lasnier were dancers from Passion- The Adult Dance Studio,
which is owned by Calli Rothberg. Fellow dancers Carlos Gomez and Christina
Kilbane, choregraphed four numbers that mesmerized the crowd.
Highlights of the performances were bringing Lasnier center stage where he
demonstrated his disco moves of yesteryear. For the finale the McElduff sisters
(Mary, Jane, Tricia, and Maggie) jumped in with the pros and the chorus line kicks
put the Rockettes to shame. Costumes from the Disco era were a must for the night
and the Passion Dancers were sparkling!
-Courtesy photo
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Obituaries
Joanne Kielbasa Smith
BEACON - On
August 21, 2022,
Joanne Kielbasa Smith,
64, died peacefully
with her husband and
daughters
saying
prayers and singing
hymns by her side.
Joanne was born in
Springfield, MA in
1958 to the late Joseph and Jane (Puza)
Kielbasa and grew up in Westfield, MA,
the home of her heart. She attended Holy
Trinity School, Westfield High School,
and Westfield State University. She
returned to Holy Trinity School as a first
grade teacher, a position she loved and
held until marrying the love of her life,
David L. Smith, also of Westfield, in
1989. Joanne moved to Beacon, NY
where she made the parish of St.
Joachim-St. John her new home, serving
as the President of the Women’s Parish
Club for many years. Joanne enjoyed
keeping a home in which everyone who
entered felt welcomed, wanted, and
loved. She was known far and wide for
her baking, and you were privileged
indeed if you had a taste of her pierogies.
Joanne also took great delight in her
travels to favorite places including Cape
Cod, Poland, and the Holy Land, but her
greatest and most complete joy was in
her beloved family. Joanne is survived
by her husband, David; daughters Emma
Alles and her husband Chris, Molly
Burnett and her husband Caegen, and
Rachel Smith; grandson Maximilian;
granddaughters Josephine, Simone, and
Elizabeth; and soon-to-be-born grandchild Baby Burnett. Joanne will be greatly missed by her brothers and sisters,
Joseph and his wife Nancy, Mary Jane
and her husband Peter, Sandra, and
Charles and his wife Melissa, and her
many precious nieces and nephews.
Calling hours will be Thursday, August
25, 2022 at Riverview Funeral Home by
Halvey, 2 Beekman Street in Beacon. A
Mass of Christian Burial was offered on
Friday, August 26 at St. Joachim’s
Church, 51 Leonard Street in Beacon.
Interment followed in St. Joachim’s
Cemetery, 325 Washington Avenue in
Beacon. In lieu of flowers, memorial
donations in Joanne’s name may be
made to the St. Joachim-St. John’s
Women’s Parish Club or to Good
Counsel Homes. Arrangements are
under the direction of Riverview Funeral
Home by Halvey, 2 Beekman Street in
Beacon. To send the family a personal
condolence, please visit our website at
www.riverviewbyhalvey.com.

Give Life

Maida Martinez

Clement R. Landanno, MD
FISHKILL - On
Monday
morning
August 22, 2022,
Clement R. Landanno,
MD, passed from this
life into eternal glory.
His memory will be
honored joyfully as,
“doc,” son, uncle, husband, father, dear
friend and Pa. Dr.
Landanno fulfilled his
calling in this life as a family physician to
the people of Dutchess County and beyond.
A fellow of the American Academy of
Family Physicians, he served the Hudson
Valley for more than 40 years. He was a
proud Bronx native, born to James and
Marion (Gesualdo) Landanno. Dr.
Landanno attended Fordham Preparatory,
and NYU for undergraduate studies, where
he met his best friend Ben Sims, who would
eventually serve as Godparent to his children. Dr. Landanno earned his MD from
SUNY Downstate in Brooklyn, where he
also completed his residency. During this
time, Dr. Landanno spent more than a year
studying in Rome, leaving his new wife
Antje behind in New York as he pursued his
career. His time in Italy inspired a lifelong
passion for travel, and an adventurous spirit,
which he shared with his wife. He began his
first private practice in New Paltz, NY, later
moving to Fishkill, where he cared for many
local residents. Dr. Landanno was the associate director of the (former) St. Francis
Hospital Hudson Valley family practice residency program until it ended. During the
early 2000’s, Dr. Landanno worked as a
medical director for Montefiore Medical
Centers, and returned to the Hudson Valley,
serving at Excel Urgent Care. Dr. Landanno
rounded out his illustrious career once again
serving the families of Fishkill at Premier
Medical Group until his retirement in 2020.
During Clement’s time on Earth, he sought
out opportunities to serve others with compassion, and spent a lifetime inspiring others
to do the same. Mourning his loss are his
loving wife of 51 years, Antje (Martens)
Landanno of Hamburg, Germany; Elder
daughter, Melissa (Landanno) Minkow, her
husband Adam Minkow, and their son
Benjamin; Younger daughter, Pia
(Landanno) Price, and her husband John
Price; Sister, Margaret (Landanno) Andreou,
her husband Harry Andreou, their children
Geoffrey and Lauren, and children;
Goddaughter, Lori Eckchart, and her son,
Ryan; and a host of cousins, and people that
Clement simply called “family.” Because
Clement's “Love Language” was food, in
lieu of flowers, please consider supporting
one of the following causes listed:
https://saltcityharvest.farm/ or http://fishkillreformed.org/mission-programs/. A memorial service was held at the First Reformed
Church of Fishkill, 1153 Main Street,
Fishkill. Arrangements are under the direction of the McHoul Funeral Home of
Fishkill, Inc. Please visit Dr. Landanno’s
Book of Memories at www.mchoul
funerlahome.com.

Give Blood

Information packets to run
for library trustee available
at Grinnell Library
Residents of the Village of Wappingers
Falls and the Town of Wappinger (except
for those who live in the Beacon City
School District) who are interested in
serving as a Grinnell Library Trustee may
pick up an Information Packet at the
Circulation Desk.
Trustees are responsible for securing
funding for the library, exercising fidu-
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ciary responsibility for the use of
public and private funds, and promoting the library.
Trustees shall be elected by registered
voters at the Grinnell Public Library
District Board of Trustee and Budget Vote
on Tuesday, October 4.
Grinnell Library is at 2642 E. Main St.
in Wappingers Falls.

FORMERLY OF
BEACON - Maida
Martinez, a resident
of the Town of
Newburgh and formerly of Beacon,
entered into rest on
August 27, 2022 at
Montefiore
St.
Luke’s
Cornwall
Hospital, surrounded by her loving
family. She was 62 years old. Maida
was born on June 26, 1960 in
Rochester, the daughter of Anna Font
Ortiz and the late Raymond Martinez.
Maida grew up in Beacon and graduated from Beacon schools. She then graduated from SUNY Brockport. Maida
was currently employed as a Payroll
Administrator at Harlem Children’s
Zone. Maida was full of life and loved
to be surrounded by people and entertain. She had a big heart and was
always giving. She loved life. Maida is
survived by her mother, Anna Oritz;
her brothers, Robert Martinez, Israel
Martinez and Abiud Martinez; her
nephew, Israel, Jr. and her niece, Sara;
her beloved Jack Russell Terrier,
Jessie. A private family visitation will
be held on Wednesday, August 31. A
funeral service will be held on
Thursday, September 1 at 6 p.m. at
Tabernacle of Christ Church, 483 Main
Street, Beacon. Private cremation will
follow. Memorial donations in memory
of Maida may be made to any organization doing cancer research. To send a
personal condolence please visit
www.riverviewbyhalvey.com. Funeral
arrangements are under the care of
Patrick J. Halvey of Riverview Funeral
Home by Halvey, LLC.

Patrick A. Bocchino
FORMERLY OF BEACON - Patrick
A. Bocchino, age 99 of Sewickley formerly of Beacon, NY on Monday
August 22, 2022; son of the late
Carmine
and
Luisa
(Boniello)
Bocchino; Beloved husband of Mildred
(Mason) Bocchino for 70 years; Father
of Bob Bocchino and step father of
Sandy (Fleming) Falloon; grandfather
of Sandra Lee (Falloon) Kanuk
(Steven), Ralph Falloon (Melissa),
Aleksandr Bocchino, Dmitri Bocchino
andErika Bocchino; great grandfather
of Kyle Kanuk, Kaitlyn Kanuk, Kylie
Falloon and Dylan Falloon; Brother of
Josephine Flemming, and the late
James, Dominic, Gerard, Regina Uva,
Angelina Weyant, and Nancy Esposito.
Patrick was born in Garrison NY and
grew up in Cold Spring, NY. He graduated from Haldane High School in
1941. He was a resident of Beacon NY
for 69 years, where he was also a member of. St. John the Evangelist Catholic
Church during that time. Patrick was a
U.S. Army Air Corps member from
1942 to 1945. He worked at Texaco
Research Lab, Beacon NY for 37 years
before retiring in 1982. He enjoyed all
types of sports, especially baseball and
softball. He played softball with the
Fishkill Over 55 league until he was
89. He also loved coaching youth baseball and basketball, including over 20
years with Beacon Junior Baseball
Leagues as well as the St. John’s CYO
basketball program. He served many
years on the City of Beacon Recreation
Commission, including serving an
extended term as chairman. A mass of
Christian Burial and a celebration of
Patrick’s life will be held on Saturday,
September 3, 2022 at 10 am in Saint
Luke the Evangelist Parish- Sts. John
and Paul Catholic Church, Franklin
Park In lieu of flowers, the family
suggests memorials to the Cystic
Fibrosis Foundation (www.cff.org)
Arrangements with George A. Thoma
Funeral Home, Inc Wexford, Pa 15090.

Trying to help a
loved one in a
nursing home
qualify for
Medicaid
coverage?
We’re here to help.
We’ll make sure the
funds you need to
protect your final
wishes are secured
in a Medicaidcompliant plan.
• No Income
Requirements
• Customizable
Plans
• Protected From
Inflation

CALL TODAY TO
LEARN MORE:
(845) 831-0179
55 Teller Ave. Beacon, NY, 12508
LibbyFuneralHome.com
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Legal Notices
________________
NOTICE TO BIDDERS-RFB-DCB17-22
NAME OF
PROJECT: Dutchess
Stadium New Left
Field
Clubhouse,
Seating Bowl &
Restroom Building.
Single Prime Bids
shall be received for
the following classes
of work: General
Construction. The
anticipated start of
construction is January 23, 2024, the
anticipated completion date is March 23,
2024, respectively.
Beginning Friday August 26, 2022 at
8:00AM: Bid Specifications and Drawings
may be obtained in
person
Monday
through Friday 8am to
4pm or by mail (provide your FedEx account number or
SASE) at: Dutchess
County DPW, Business Office, 1st Floor,
626 Dutchess Turnpike, Poughkeepsie,
NY 12603.
Upon request, all interested parties may
review the hard copy
of the Bid Specifications and Drawings by
visiting the above referenced address. The
bid documents will be
distributed on a USB
Flash Drive. You must
give the following information to obtain the
flash drive: Company
Name, Address, Contact Name, Phone
Number, E-mail Address, All Addenda
will be issued to Plan
Holders via E-mail,
but also posted on
BidNet Direct (aka
Empire State Purchasing Group) site.
A refundable deposit
of $15.00 is required
for each bid set, in the
form of a check made
payable
to
the
Dutchess
County
Commissioner of Finance or cash will be
required for each set
of bid documents. The
deposit is refundable
in accordance with
General Municipal
Law Section 102 and
will be made by the
County upon receipt
of a written request accompanied by said
USB Flash Drive.Bids
due on or before Friday, October 7, 2022
11:00AM, and at that
time opened and read
aloud. Bids received
after that time will not
be accepted. Bids for
the above project will
be received by: Diane
McKenna, Contract
Specialist, Dutchess
County Department of
Public Works (DPW),
626 Dutchess Turnpike-1st Floor, Poughkeepsie, NY 12603.
Due to COVID-19, the
bid opening for this solicitation will be conducted through Microsoft Teams Audio
Conferencing. Anyone who wishes to
hear bids read aloud
will need to call into the
phone number listed
below, in-person attendance at a bid
opening will not be al-
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lowed. We ask that
you call in at least
three minutes prior to
bid due/time to ensure
you are connected
properly. All call-ins
will be asked to identify themselves by
name and organization. Join Microsoft
Teams Meeting +1
516-268-4602 United
States, Hempstead
(Toll),
Conference ID: 782
354 646#
Each bid shall be submitted as one paper
original and one electronic copy and be accompanied by Bid Security (bid bond, certified check, official
bank check) or a Letter of Credit (in a form
agreeable
to
Dutchess County) in
the amount of 10% of
the bid amount. Bidders’ security will be
retained until the successful bidder has
signed the OwnerContractor Agreement and the County
has finalized the
Agreement. Each bid
with Bid Security shall
be enclosed in a
sealed
envelope
bearing the name of
the Project, Name of
the Bidder, and the
date and hour of the
bid opening, which
must be visible upon
delivery. A Walkthrough is scheduled
for Thursday September 8, 202 at 10:0AM
at Dutchess Stadium,
Wappingers Falls. All
parties interested in
bidding must apprise
themselves of the site
conditions immediately prior to bidding; if
you cannot attend the
scheduled
walkthrough, you can
contact
Diane
McKenna
at
dmckenna@dutches
sny.gov, to schedule
one. Questions will be
accepted by the close
of business Friday
September 30, 2022
3:00pm and emailed
to Diane McKenna at
dpwcontracts@dutc
hessny.gov with the
County’s response
published in Addenda
prior to 48 hours before the bid opening
date. This project
may be subject to
NYS Department of
Labor
Prevailing
Wage Rates PRC
#:
2022009771.
APPRENTICESHIP
P R O G R A M :
Dutchess
County
requires that any contractor or subcontractor have, prior to
entering into a Contract for the process of
building, renovating
or demolishing a public building, owned,
operated and maintained by Dutchess
County, with a value in
excess of $250,000.,
apprenticeship
agreements appropriate for the type and
scope of work to be
performed and which
have been registered
with NYS Department
of Labor in accordance with Article 23
of the Labor Law. The

County reserves the
right to waive irregularities in bids and in
bidding and to reject
any or all proposals.

Regulations in an R20
Zoning District.
- Where 75 feet to the
front yard property line
to a County road is
required, the applicant can provide
67 feet for the construction of an 8’ x 12’
pre-built shed, thus
requesting a variance
of 8 feet.
The property is
located at 1 Booth
Boulevard and is
identified as Tax Grid
No.:6056-03-469460
in the Town of
Wappinger.
All interested persons
will be heard by the
Zoning Board of
Appeals of the Town of
Wappinger at the
public hearing as
stated above.
Signed:
Peter Galotti,
Chairman
Zoning Board
of Appeals
Town of Wappinger
August 24, 2022
________________
________________

Dated: August 22,
2022
BY ORDER OF THE
TOWN BOARD OF
THE TOWN OF
WAPPINGER
JOSEPH P.
PAOLONI,
TOWN CLERK
________________
________________

until 2:00 p.m. on the
20th day of September 2022 at the
Dutchess
County
Division of Central
Services, 378 Violet
Avenue, Suite 2,
Poughkeepsie, New
York 12601. Specifications and bid forms
may be obtained by
visiting our web site
http://www.dutchess
ny.gov , selecting
“Government”, then
selecting “Bidding
and RFP Opportunities”. For additional
information, call (845)
486-3613.
________________
________________

Agent, County of
Dutchess, Poughkeepsie, New York,
hereby invites the
submission of sealed
proposals for: Bid
#RFP-DCP-54-22
Home Energy Assistance
Program
(HEAP) After-Hours
No Fuel Emergency
Response and HEAP
Outreach/Certification Services
Proposals will be
received until 2:00
p.m. on the 15th day of
September 2022 at
the Dutchess County
Division of Central
Services, 378 Violet
Avenue, Suite 2, New
York 12601. Specifi-

________________
________________
PLEASANT
VALLEY FIRE
DISTRICT
NOTICE OF
RESOLUTION TO
EXPEND MONIES
FROM THE
CAPITAL RESERVE
FUND
Please take notice
that at a Regular
Meeting of the Board
of Fire Commissioners of the Pleasant
Valley Fire District
held on August 9,
2022, the resolution
abstracted below was
passed by the Board,
subject to permissive
referendum.
Be It Resolved that
pursuant to Section
6-g of the General
Municipal Law, the
Board of Fire Commissioners of the
Pleasant Valley Fire
District in the Town of
Pleasant
Valley,
County of Dutchess
does hereby approve
the expenditure of up
to $430,000.00 from
the Capital Reserve
for the acquisition of
real property. The
Capital Reserve Fund
is a “type” fund as
described in General
Municipal Law §6g(2)(b). This resolution is subject to permissive referendum.
Dated:August 9, 2022
Jennifer Broas,
Secretary
Board of Fire
Commissioners
Pleasant Valley Fire
District
________________
________________
NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING
ZONING BOARD
OF APPEALS
TOWN OF
WAPPINGER
DUTCHES COUNTY
PLEASE
TAKE
NOTICE, the Town of
Wappinger Zoning
Board of Appeals will
conduct a public
hearing on the 13th
day of September,
2022 at 7:00 p.m. at
the Town Hall of
Wappinger,
20
Middlebush Road,
Wappinger Falls, NY
pursuant to Section
240-37 of the Zoning
Law of the Town of
Wappinger
to
consider the following
area variance:
PLEASE
TAKE
FURTHER NOTICE,
the Zoning Board of
Appeals has not made
a determination of
significance pursuant
to the State Environmental
Quality
Review Act and
hereby reserves its
right to make such
determination after
the conclusion of the
public hearing.
Appeal No.: 22-7762
(Area Variance)
Angela Bettina &
Thomas DellaCorte:
Seeking an area
variance
Section
240-37 of District

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING
TOWN OF
WAPPINGER
NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that
the Town Board of the
Town of Wappinger
will conduct a PUBLIC
HEARING on the 26th
day of September
2022, at 7:00 p.m. at
the Town Hall, Town of
Wappinger,
20
Middlebush Road,
Wappingers Falls,
New York, at which
time all parties in
interest and citizens
shall have an opportunity to be heard as to
whether the Town
Board of the Town of
Wappinger
shall
adopt a proposed
Local Law entitled “A
Local Law Amending
the Town’s Zoning
Map for the Purpose of
Rezoning a Property
from the R-40 to the
R-80 District” which
will
rezone
the
property at 189 Myers
Corners Road from
the R-40 Zoning
District to the R-80
Zoning District which
permits solar farms.
PLEASE
TAKE
FURTHER NOTICE
that the Town Board is
Lead Agency for this
action and has determined that the enactment of the aforementioned Local Law is a
Type I action pursuant
to Article 8 of the
Environmental Conservation Law, Part
617 NYCRR (commonly known as “SEQRA”) and the Town
Board reserves its
obligation to make a
Determination
of
Significance
until
after the conclusion
of the Public Hearing.
PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that
copies of the proposed Local Law are
available for review
and inspection at the
Office of the Town
Clerk on weekdays
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., at the Town Hall,
20 Middlebush Road,
Wappingers Falls,
New York.

REQUEST FOR
BIDS
NOTICE
The
Purchasing
Agent, County of
Dutchess, Poughkeepsie, New York,
hereby invites the
submission of sealed
bids for: Bid #RFBDCP-52-22
Magnetic
Stripe
Cards for Dutchess
County Public Transit
Bids will be received

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSAL
NOTICE
The
Purchasing

Legal continued
on next page

F.C.A §§617;
CPLR 315, 316

GENERAL FORM
(Summons-Publication)
12/97
FAMILY COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF DUTCHESS
HON. JEFFREY C. MARTIN
-----------------------------------------------------In the Matter of a Proceeding under
Article 10 of the Family Court Act
Docket No. NN-00622-22
DCFS o/b/o
NN-0623-22
HAZEL KRAVITZ,
Family Unit No. 67381
RILEY KRAVITZ,
Children Under the Age of Eighteen Years
Alleged to be Neglected by
ASHLEY RIZZO,
Respondent.
-------------------------------------------------------IN THE NAME OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK TO
THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:
ASHLEY RIZZO
A Petition under Article 10 of the Family Court Act having been
filed with this Court requesting a finding adjudicating your children to
be neglected and/or abused.
YOU AND EACH OF YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to
appear before this Court at Dutchess County Family Court, 50 Market
Street, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601, on OCTOBER 7, 2022, AT
9:30 IN THE FORENOON to answer the petition and to be dealt with in
accordance with Article 10 of the Family Court Act. This proceeding
may lead to the filing of a petition to terminate your parental rights.
On your failure to appear as herein directed, a warrant may be
issued for your arrest.
Dated: August 2, 2022
Peter A. Palladino
Clerk of Court
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED RESPONDENT:
The foregoing summons is served upon you by publication pursuant to
an order of the Hon. Jeffrey C. Martin, Judge of the Family Court,
Dutchess County, dated and filed with the petition and other papers in
the Office of the Clerk of the Family Court, Dutchess County.
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Notice of
Complete Application
Date: 08/18/2022
Applicant: NYS DEPT OF CORRECTIONS AND COMMUNITY
SUPERVISION, THE HARRIMAN STATE CAMPUS, 1220
WASHINGTON AVE, ALBANY, NY 12226
Facility: GREEN HAVEN CORRECTIONAL FACILITY, ST RTE 216 &
GREEN HAVEN RD, STORMVILLE, NY 12582
Application ID: 3-1322-00178/00015
Permits(s) Applied for: 1 – Article 24 Freshwater Wetlands; 1 – Section
401 – Clean Water Act Water Quality Certification
Project is located: in BEEKMAN in DUTCHESS COUNTY
Project Description: The applicant proposes disturbance to DEC
Freshwater Wetland PQ-8 and its 100-foot adjacent area associated with
decommissioning of the existing wastewater treatment lagoons for Green
Haven Correctional Facility's Wastewater Treatment Plant, and
restoring the areas into stormwater management structures. Sludge from
the existing lagoons would be removed, dewatered, and transported
off-site for disposal at an approved upland facility.
Availability of Application Documents: Filed application documents, and
Department draft permits where applicable, are available for inspection
during normal business hours at the address of the contact person. To
ensure timely service at the time of inspection, it is recommended that an
appointment be made with the contact person.
State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Determination: Project is
a Type I action and will not have a significant effect on the environment.
A coordinated review with other involved agencies was performed and a
Negative Declaration is on file.
SEQR Lead Agency: NYS Dept of Correctional Services
State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) Determination: A cultural
resources survey has been completed and cultural resources were
identified. Based on information provided in the survey report, the New
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
(OPRHP) has determined that the proposed activity will have no adverse
impact on registered or eligible archaeological sites or historic structures.
No further review in accordance with SHPA is required.
Availability For Public Comment: Comments on this project must be
submitted in writing to the Contact Person no later than 09/08/2022 or 15
days after the publication date of this notice, whichever is later.
Contact Person: CHRISTOPHER LANG, NYSDEC, 21 S Putt Corners
Rd, New Paltz, NY 12561, (845) 256-3096
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Train to become an ambassador
for Dutchess Tourism
Dutchess Tourism, Inc. announced the
launch of their new Dutchess Tourism
Ambassador Program recently, when 21
individuals became Certified Tourism
Ambassadors™ (CTAs) after complet-

ing the inaugural course and exam. The
certification training was held at
Dutchess
Community
College’s
Poughkeepsie campus. The CTA program is an industry-recognized
certi?cation accredited through the

Tourism Ambassador Institute®.
To develop a curriculum specifically
for Dutchess County, Dutchess Tourism
worked with Mickey Schaefer, CAE,
CTA, founder of the Tourism
Ambassador Institute® and president of
Mickey Schaefer & Associates LLC.
Administered at the local level, CTA is
the only program to give an of?cial designation to front-line employees, business owners, executives, government
officials, and volunteers.
Designed to increase the economic
impact from tourism in the county, the
CTA program works by inspiring frontline employees and volunteers to turn
every visitor and resident encounter into
an exceptional experience. The most
comprehensive tourism and service
delivery program of its kind, it will positively affect the county’s tourism industry through front-line training and certification for hotels, attractions, events,
restaurants, and other assets in Dutchess
County. CTA programs have proven they
strengthen talent retention and development in the hospitality space leading to
improvements in customer satisfaction
ratings and employee team morale.
More than 56,000 individuals in the U.S.
and Bermuda have been certified since
the program’s inception in 2006.
“We are so excited to bring this program to our community and appreciate the
investment and support of County
Executive (Marc) Molinaro and the members of the County Legislature,” said
Dutchess Tourism President and CEO
Melaine Rottkamp. “Our CTAs will have
the tools and knowledge necessary to help
visitors have an exceptional experience in
our county. Those visitors will often tell
their friends and family, share on social
media, write positive reviews and even
plan return trips to Dutchess.”
Molinaro added, “Tourism continues
to play a critical role in driving economic recovery and growth. When visitors
have a positive experience, we know
they stay longer and spend more.
Everyone benefits – the visitor, the
industry, the local economy, and most
importantly, the front-line worker. This
workforce training program empowers
our residents to develop valuable skills

to help them land hospitality jobs,
increase their value status as employees
and climb the career ladder to higher
paying jobs.”
“Destination marketing and strategic
planning often exclude the most
important ingredient – the area’s
People Infrastructure,” said Schaefer.
“Placemaking, destination development,
and brand alignment are best accomplished through a constant strategic connection among destination leaders, business stakeholders, residents, and the
front-line that make it happen. We
applaud Dutchess Tourism’s forward
thinking and being ahead of other destinations in bringing this prestigious certification program to its community.”
Currently, Dutchess County is the
only destination in the northeast
offering this highly specialized hospitality workforce training.
Upcoming
Dutchess
Tourism
Ambassador certification classes will be
offered on the following dates:
• Thursday, September 8, 8 a.m. –
12:30 p.m., Southern Dutchess
• Thursday, September 22, 8 a.m. –
12:30 p.m., Central Dutchess
• Thursday, October 6, 8 a.m. – 12:30
p.m., Northern Dutchess
• Wednesday, October 19, 8 a.m. –
12:30 p.m., Eastern Dutchess
• Wednesday, November 2, 8 a.m. –
12:30 p.m., Central Dutchess
• Tuesday, November 15, 8 a.m. –
12:30 p.m., Southern Dutchess
• Wednesday, November 30, 8 a.m. –
12:30 p.m., Northern Dutchess
Groups of 20 or more can contact
Dutchess Tourism to schedule additional
dates and times at their location.
The Dutchess Tourism Ambassador
Program costs $25 per person. Discount
coupon codes and tuition assistance is
available. The program was paid for by
Dutchess County government through
an American Rescue Plan (ARP) grant to
Dutchess Tourism, Inc. Dutchess
County residents and employees wishing to participate can sign up to express
their interest. Please contact Valerie
Ubriaco, consumer services and tourism
programs manager, at valerie@
dutchesstourism.com for details.
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Diversions

SUDOKU
Sudoku requires no arithmetic skills.
-------------------------------------------The object of the game is to fill all the blank
squares with the correct numbers.
-------------------------------------------Each row of 9 numbers must include all
digits 1 through 9 in any order.
Each column of 9 numbers must include all
digits 1 through 9 in any order.
Each 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square
must include all digits 1 through 9.

Suguru

The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five
squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;
and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never contain the same number.

The solutions to the Sudoko, Crossword puzzle and Suguru can be found on page 5
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Scenes from the 2022
Dutchess County Fair

Clockwise from top left, Alicia Moore of the Southern Dutchess Dairy 4-H Club
took second place in the Winter Holstein competition. One of the Dock Dogs takes a
flying leap before landing in the pool. “Roxy” was one of 10 calves born in the Salute
to Agriculture tent at the Fair. "Roxy" is from Coon Brothers Farm in Smithfield
and was born at 9:20 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 25. Photo courtesy of Melodye Moore.
Bonnie enjoys a bowl of Awesome Apple Crisp. Fair Manager and CEO Andy
Imperati speaks at the Rhinebeck Chamber Breakfast at the Fair. Felicia Tetor,
granddaughter of former Agricultural Agent Dave Tetor, and Sophia Seifert of the
John Jay FFA greeted visitors to the Salute to Agriculture tent. Hilby the Skinny
German Juggler entertains the crowd. John Neilson of Red Hook won a blue ribbon
for his Recycled Garden. Ann Walla of Poughkeepsie won a blue ribbon for her
Blueberry Muffins.
-Photos by Curtis Schmidt
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There’s still time to enroll for fall
LATE-START CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 27
With the best educational value in New York, excellent
academics and a supportive environment, DCC will
prepare you to go anywhere after graduation.
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