
By Kaeleigh Banda

Local landscaper Tony Capalbo has
been taking care of the Dutchess County
Fairgrounds from a landscaping perspec-
tive since 2003. Instead of hiring a team
to assist him, he enlists the help of his
family to make the visions come to life.
Every flower planted and every weed
pulled is the work of three generations of
Capalbo’s family.

Capalbo said he has been bringing his
now 13-year-old son to the Fairgrounds
since he was an infant.

“I used to bring him to the horticulture
meetings in his car carrier,” Capalbo said.
“He’s grown up on this property. He loves
this place.”

The landscape planning process for the
fair begins every year in February. Then,
flowers are ordered and grounds are
freshened up in April. Planting begins
around Mother’s Day, and maintenance
extends past the fair’s conclusion into
October. This year’s fair runs from Aug.
25 to 30. Visit dutchessfair.com for infor-
mation and tickets.

Capalbo said he and his family take
care of all the gardens and plant all of the
flowers. The grounds they cover total 162
acres. The grounds are regularly main-
tained through watering, weeding and
pruning.

“Today [my son] was here with my
parents, and it rained yesterday, so [the
plants] didn’t need the water, so they
were weeding and trimming hedges,”

Capalbo said during an interview near the
end of July. “And he was calling me,
naming off all of these shrubs, and I’m
like, ‘He's 13!’ ”

From a young age, Capalbo was inter-
ested in landscaping. His parents started a
business about 46 years ago, so like his
son, he grew up around landscaping.

“My dad worked for the town of
Rhinebeck Highway
Department full time
and then started doing
stuff on the side just
to make extra
money,” Capalbo
said. “My interest just
grew from there. I
now have my bache-
lor’s degree in land-
scape design and
plant science.”

In addition to
working with his
family, Capalbo is the
co-owner of The
Phantom Gardener in
Rhinebeck. Capalbo
said he looks forward
to working with a
team from The
Phantom Gardener on
the landscape compe-
titions in the Thomas
J. Odak Horticulture
Center at the Fair.

Every year, the

competition has a different theme. The
2026 theme is “Celebrating America” for
the 250th birthday of the United States.
Capalbo said he also used that theme to
influence his designs for the Fairgrounds’
landscaping. He used red, white and vio-
let flowers to create the patriotic color
palette.

Melodye Moore, co-chair of the
Horticulture Center, said the designs for
the exhibits in the Horticulture Center are
created by the individual landscaping
teams, which is not typical for most land-
scaping jobs.

“Most of the time, the landscapers are
implementing the client's vision of what
they want to see,” Moore said. “I think it's
one of the few times they just let their
own creative juices flow and have fun.”

Moore said the unique landscape of the
Fairgrounds also gives the Fair a reputa-
tion of being one of the nicest-looking
fairgrounds in the country. Capalbo said
the area is park-like with all of the trees,
which is more interesting than other fair-
grounds.

“It’s not just a parking lot or big black-
top area,” Capalbo said. “It’s not just a
bunch of buildings. You can really walk
around and enjoy it here.”

Moore said the landscapers do not
receive proper recognition for the work
they do.

“They fly under the radar,” Moore
said. “They do all the magic before. A lot
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The 180th Dutchess County Fair,
running Aug. 25-30, is just around
the corner and organizers are fever-
ishly preparing for opening day,
Tuesday, Aug. 25, at 10 a.m.

Highlighted below are just a few
helpful hints to prepare for your day
at the Fair.  Fully detailed informa-
tion of “Things to Know Before You
Go” can be found at https://dutchess-
fair.com/visitor-info/. 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Tuesday Saturday 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
All Rides Run Daily, Tuesday-

Saturday, 11 a.m. until closing
Sunday, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
The commercial buildings close

each night at 10 p.m.
Please note: The following build-

ings close earlier than 10 p.m.:
9 p.m. - Century Museum Antique

Village (Map #40)
9 p.m. - Arts & Crafts Building

(Map E)
8 p.m. - Bentley Schoolhouse

(Map #43)
** Pleasant Valley Train Station

(Map #42)
**Fireman’s Museum (Map #41)  
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Tony Capalbo and Melodye Moore are seated in the gardens near the Tom Odak Horticulture
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The Memorial Garden offers a quiet, peaceful space for visitors to
rest and reflect during their busy day at the fair. Photo by 
Curtis Schmidt
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TICKETS
Take advantage of our Online Pre-Fair

promotions by Aug. 25 at 12 a.m.
Adults: (12yrs +) $16.50 (includes fee

& tax)
Ride All Day Wristband $33 (includes

$3 convenience fee; admission price not
included)

Please download your print at home
tickets or save to your phone BEFORE
you arrive to the Fairgrounds. Make sure
barcode is visible.

Day Of/At the Gate Prices
Adults: (12yrs +) $20
Ride All Day Wristband $40 (does not

include $2 activation fee; admission price
not included)

Always FREE:  Children 11 years and
under

AT THE GATE SPECIALS
Tuesday, Aug. 25 - $12 after 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 26 - Senior (65+)

and Military (with ID) $12
Thursday, Aug. 27 - $15 after 5 p.m.

• All acts, concerts, scheduled times,
exhibitors, prices and other advertised
events are subject to change and/or can-
cellation without notice. 

• Admission is not included in the pur-
chase of the ride wristband or ride tickets.

• THERE ARE NO REFUNDS,
EXCHANGES OR RAIN CHECKS.
ALL SALES ARE FINAL.

• Re-Admission: A hand stamp is
required for readmission.

WEATHER
Although the sun always shines in

Rhinebeck, the Dutchess County Fair
does take place if it’s raining. Check
weather before you come and be pre-
pared. Wear comfy shoes and clothing;
there’s a lot of walking and things to see
and do!

GUEST INFORMATION
• Non-Smoking Facility: Smoking is

not permitted anywhere within the fair-
grounds or within 40 feet of gated
entrances. The policy applies to tobacco,
marijuana products and/or vapors from
electronic smoking devices.

• Parking: is FREE at the fairgrounds.
Be sure to lock your vehicle and take note
of where you have parked. Take a minute
to familiarize yourself with your sur-
roundings when you arrive to avoid con-
fusion when you depart. When driving in
the parking lots, please drive with caution
and watch for “pedestrian traffic.” We
have a No Paging Policy, so please pick a
place to meet everyone in your party if
you get separated.

• SERVICE DOGS in compliance with
ADA regulations and are individually
trained to do work or perform tasks for
people with disabilities, will be admitted.
***All service dogs must have PROOF
of rabies vaccination to enter the grounds.

• No Pets Policy: Pets are NOT permit-
ted on the fairgrounds.

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR DOG IN
YOUR CAR. Any dog left in a vehicle
will be turned over to the local authori-

‘Know Before You Go’ to the 2026 Dutchess County Fair
continued from cover

ties/dog warden at the expense of the
owner. NOTE: Confinement of
Companion Animals in Vehicles:
Extreme Temperatures (NY State
Agricultural and Markets Law 353-d): A
person shall not confine a companion ani-
mal in a motor vehicle in extreme heat or
cold without proper ventilation or other
protection from such extreme tempera-
tures where such confinement places the
companion animal in imminent danger of
death or serious physical injury due to
exposure to such extreme heat or cold.

YOUTH ADMISSION POLICY
The Dutchess County Fair requires

that all children 17-and-under entering
after 6 p.m. must be accompanied by an
adult parent, legal guardian or chaperone
who is age 25-or-older. Proof of age will
be required. IDs may be verified at the
gate.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Dutchess County Fairgrounds has

ZERO Tolerance for Bad Behavior. We
are committed to creating a safe, and
family friendly environment.

Bag Search, Prohibited Items &
Behaviors: We strive to produce a fun and
safe family event. Bag search will be con-
ducted during entrance to the Fair. Listed
below are some of the common prohibit-
ed items and behavior, but does not limit
itself to the following:

• No pets
• No Bicycles, scooters, skateboards,

rollerblades, heelies, segways, and golf
cars

• No Cans, bottles, coolers or picnic
baskets

• No outside alcohol
• No firearms, knives and weapons of

any kind

Mobility Carts, Wheelchairs, Wagons,
Stroller Rentals: All equipment is on a
first-come, first-served basis (Map #1 at
the Main Gate & Gate #2). Call to reserve
equipment toll free 888-441-7575.
Reserve equipment in person at the ven-
dor booth for future use (no day of reser-
vations) Questions? Call Scootaround
888-441-7575. Visit their website
scootaround.com/mobility-rentals/rent-
online then select “Event”

Restrooms: Look down and follow the
yellow line on the pavement. That line
will lead you to our various restrooms.
Portable restrooms are available through-
out the fairgrounds.

ATMs: Cash machines are available
with 3 locations on the fairgrounds locat-
ed in the Arts & Crafts building (Bldg E),
near the Main Restrooms during all
events. Please check with the Information
Booths for other locations.

Comfort/Baby Changing Stations:
Private area reserved for nursing mothers

and their children. (Map # 8)
First Aid Stations: Event Medical

Services personnel are on duty during
extended hours at Fair time. Look for the
Red cross (+) on the fair brochure, on our
app or website.

Lost & Found: All lost and found arti-
cles can be turned in or claimed at the
State Police Command Center located
next to the Main Restrooms and First Aid
building (Map #9). If you realize you are
missing an item after you get home, give
our Lost & Found a call 845-876-3074.

Safe Kid’s Place: Lost children can be
found in the Safe Kid’s Place which is
located next to the First Aid Station (Map
# 8) next to Main Restrooms.

State Police/Security: All emergency
concerns should be directed to security or
fairgrounds personnel. Security personnel
are on duty 24 hours a day during the
Fair, both on the grounds and in the State
Police Command Center located near the
Main Restrooms & the First Aid building.
(Map #9)

Ticket Redemption: Advanced Sale
Wristband vouchers can be redeemed at
any Power’s Carnival Ticket Booth.

Hand Washing Stations: Please wash
hands to prevent the spread of germs and
when leaving all animal areas and espe-
cially before eating.

Cell Phone Charging Stations: Located
near Main Restrooms (Map #9) and near
Food Mall Pavilion. 

Download our App: The free Dutchess
County Fair app is the official smart-
phone way to plan your day and find your
way around the Fair. Check out our
online daily schedule, personalize your
own daily schedule and keep up-to-date
with all Fair information.

HELPFUL HINTS
• Take a full body photo of your

child(ren) before you get to the fair. If
you get separated, that photo can be used
to provide a description to State Police,
Security and Fair personnel in locating
your child faster.

• Print out your online ticket at home
or take a screen shot of your online ticket
BEFORE you arrive at the Fair, making
sure that the barcode is visible.

• Check weather before you come and
be prepared. There’s a lot of walking and
things to see and do!

• Be courteous and be kind.
• Reminder that we are a SMOKE

FREE FACILITY and DO NOT ALLOW
PETS

• THERE ARE NO REFUNDS,
EXCHANGES OR RAIN CHECKS.
ALL SALES ARE FINAL.

- Have fun and enjoy your day!

For more information or to purchase
tickets, visit www.dutchessfair.com.

DS Home Services, owned by Dave Stewart,
celebrated their 20th Anniversary on Aug. 7
with a party and ribbon cutting with staff,
customers and friends. Hyde Park Chamber,
Dutchess County Regional Chamber and
Greene County Chamber were represented
as well as dignitaries with comments and
citations from offices of the town, county and
state. Photo by Richard Wambach

DS Home
Services marks
milestone with
ribbon cutting
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Vassar Brothers Medical Center ranked 
No. 1 hospital in Poughkeepsie-Newburgh

Metro Area by U.S. News & World Reports
U.S. News & World Report has named

Vassar Brothers Medical Center
(VBMC), part of Northwell Health, the
No. 1 hospital in the Poughkeepsie-
Newburgh Metro Area for the third con-
secutive year. VBMC was also ranked
No. 20 (tie) in New York state and recog-
nized among the best hospitals in the
Hudson Valley. Northwell Health was the
most awarded health system in the New
York tri-state area for the sixth consecu-
tive year, according to the 2026-27 U.S.
News & World Report Best Hospitals
rankings.

VBMC, a premier regional hospital
serving Dutchess, Ulster and Orange

counties and beyond, was recognized as
“High Performing” in 16 Common Adult
Procedures and Conditions, up from 15
last year. These include:

• Abdominal aortic aneurysm repair
• Chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease (COPD)
• Colon cancer surgery
• Diabetes
• Gynecological cancer surgery
• Heart arrhythmia
• Heart attack
• Heart failure
• Hip fracture
• Kidney failure
• Leukemia, lymphoma & myeloma

AI-powered virtual phone assistant
to improve SNAP customer service

County reports

The Dutchess County Department of
Community and Family Services (DCFS)
has been piloting EVA, an artificial intel-
ligence–powered virtual phone assistant
designed to help clients apply or recertify
for Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) benefits. EVA provides
quick, convenient, around-the-clock cus-
tomer service and helps DCFS staff better
serve residents seeking assistance. DCFS
Commissioner Sabrina Marzouka pre-
sented an update about EVA to members
of the Dutchess County Legislature
recently; the presentation is available
online.

Dutchess County Executive Sue
Serino said, “Efficient and responsive
customer service is a priority for us, and
EVA is one example of how Dutchess
County continues to use new technology
to make services easier and more accessi-
ble. By helping our neighbors find reli-
able information quickly and making the
application process more efficient, we are
enabling our team to spend more time
focusing on the unique needs of the peo-
ple and families we support.”

EVA is an AI-powered phone system
with specialized components designed
for Social Services Districts. Over the
past two years, 17 New York counties
have begun using EVA components with
great success. DCFS is currently piloting
two EVA components for the SNAP pro-
gram : the EVA Phone system and the
EVA Rights & Responsibilities (R&R)
module.

EVA Phone answers inbound calls
24/7/365 and can speak in more than 30
languages, reducing barriers for clients
and helping them get answers more
quickly. EVA can handle multiple calls at
once, ensuring callers are not left waiting
on hold or hearing a busy signal. Since

testing began on July 1, EVA has handled
nearly 1,200 calls, saving more than 23
staff hours and providing frequently
requested information, including:

• Office hours and locations
• Where to find or submit forms and

verification documents
• General program information for

SNAP, HEAP, Medicaid, and more
• Answers to frequently asked ques-

tions about DCFS services
The EVA R&R component recites the

federally required SNAP Rights &
Responsibilities script to clients follow-
ing their eligibility or recertification
interview. Clients hear the script in their
preferred language and verbally attest to
understanding it, improving both compli-
ance and quality assurance. This allows
DCFS staff to use the time previously
spent reciting the script to complete inter-
view notes and process applications more
quickly. DCFS has been testing this com-
ponent since mid-June and has already
assisted more than 900 clients.

As a result of EVA’s efficiency, DCFS
improved its SNAP application timeli-
ness rate — applications processed with-
in 30 days — from 74 percent in July
2025 to 83 percent in July 2026 during
the test period. Feedback from clients and
staff has been positive. DCFS expects to
fully implement both EVA components
by the end of the summer.

DCFS Commissioner Sabrina Jaar
Marzouka said, “Our department is
thrilled with the positive results EVA has
brought our clients and staff during the
testing phase. This innovative tool assists
many in our community who turn to
DCFS for SNAP support. EVA gives our
team more time to focus on the individu-
als and families who need personalized
help and enables us to deliver faster, more
efficient, higher-quality service.”

Implementation of EVA comes at a

critical time for DCFS, as staff help
SNAP recipients navigate new federal
requirements for Able-Bodied Adults
Without Dependents (ABAWD).
Expanded age ranges and mandated
monthly work or training hours have sig-
nificantly increased staff workloads,
making workflow improvements even
more essential.

DCFS Social Welfare Manager II
Janet McLain said, “I am very excited to
utilize EVA. We are finding that EVA is
saving valuable time. By reducing time
spent reading rights and responsibilities,
our staff can dedicate more attention to
accuracy, case processing and providing
quality services to our community. We
hope continued use of EVA will help
reduce heavy workloads and improve
morale for our dedicated staff.”

EVA meets all New York State Office
of Information Technology Services
(ITS) standards and does not have access
to confidential information. Its security
and privacy protections comply with the
Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA) and the
Federal Risk and Authorization
Management Program (FedRAMP). EVA
does not make decisions; it only relays
general information publicly available
through DCFS or the New York State
Office of Temporary and Disability
Assistance (OTDA).

To learn more about the benefits and
services available through the
Department of Community & Family
Services, visit www.dutchessny.gov/
DCFS.

• Lung cancer surgery
• Pacemaker implantation
• Pneumonia
• Stroke
• Transcatheter aortic valve replace-

ment (TAVR)
This is the highest distinction a hospi-

tal can earn for U.S. News’ Best
Hospitals Procedures & Conditions rat-
ings, which are based entirely on objec-
tive measures of quality such as survival
rates, patient experience and how suc-
cessfully each hospital helps patients
return home.

“Being named the No. 1 hospital in
the Poughkeepsie-Newburgh region for
a third consecutive year reflects the dedi-
cation, expertise and compassion of our
team members throughout the organiza-
tion,” said Susan Browning, Regional
President of Northwell Health and
President of Vassar Brothers Medical
Center. “We are also proud to be part of
Northwell Health, the most awarded
health system in the New York tri-state
area for the sixth consecutive year.
Together, these recognitions demonstrate
our commitment to delivering exception-
al care close to home for the communities

we serve across the Hudson Valley.”
“When patients face a major surgery

or a chronic medical condition, having
access to clear, quality data is vital,” said
U.S. News’ Managing Editor and Chief
of Health Analysis Ben Harder. “A ‘High
Performing’ rating means that Vassar
Brothers Medical Center outperformed a
national threshold, giving families a reli-
able starting point as they consult with
their doctors to choose the best place for
care.”

U.S. News evaluated nearly 4,500 hos-
pitals across 14 adult specialties and 23
procedures and conditions; less than half
earned recognition in any of those 37
areas of care. To determine the Best
Hospitals, U.S. News analyzed each hos-
pital’s performance based on objective
measures such as risk-adjusted mortality
rates, preventable complications and
patient experience. The Best Hospitals
Specialty rankings methodology and
Procedures & Conditions ratings method-
ology measure patient outcomes using
data from over 800 million records of
patient care.

For more information, visit Best
Hospitals.

NOTICE OF EARLY DEADLINE
Due to the Labor Day holiday on Sept. 7, the Sept. 9 issue of
the Northern Dutchess News will have an early deadline. All
ads and editorial must be received by Thursday, Sept. 3.
Contact cschmidt@sdutchessnews.com for more information.



Addressing the need for 
workforce housing in Hyde Park

To the editor:
Last year while campaigning for (Hyde Park) Town Board I

spent months doing door-to-door walking through neighbor-
hoods to speak with residents. One issue that came up constant-
ly was the increasing cost of living. I often heard stories from
neighbors that were finding it increasingly difficult to afford
staying in our community. I listened to each person and assured
them that, if elected, I would work to address this issue.

During a special board meeting recently that opportunity pre-
sented itself, and I along with the board took action. Crofton
Mews, an apartment complex received its initial approvals over
two decades ago, back in 2003. Located at 1269 Route 9G, right
behind the Moose Lodge and just north of the East Park traffic
light, this development will bring 250 much needed apartments
to our town. The new units will feature a mix of one-, two-, and
three-bedroom apartments to support local families. The origi-
nal resolution did not include any language addressing the high
cost of living. However, the Town Board successfully worked
with the builder to agree that 20% of the apartments will be des-
ignated as “workforce housing.”

Workforce housing refers to residential units targeted at mid-
dle- and moderate-income working households. This includes
jobs such as: teachers, nurses, municipal employees, police offi-
cers, as well as young families whose incomes are too high for
traditional low-income housing subsidies. Furthermore, work-
force housing is designed for households making 60% to 120%
of the Area Median Income (AMI), which translates to a stan-
dard local household income of about $70,000 to $140,000. By
including workforce housing in this development we are help-
ing ensure that the people who serve Hyde Park have an oppor-
tunity to live here as well.

Addressing this issue is important because the board wants to
help young families starting off as well as seniors who may
want to remain in the community but struggle with rising costs.
It’s imperative that the town helps give its residents options for
people at different stages of life and income levels.

As your Town Board member, I will continue listening to res-
idents and working collaboratively with all stakeholders to find
the right balance between economic development, responsible
growth, and protecting the historic character of Hyde Park. My
goal is to help build a Hyde Park that people can afford to live
in today and that our children and grandchildren can afford to
live in tomorrow.

Paul Donnelly
Councilman 

Hyde Park Ward 3

Reader: TV commercials equals wasted time
To the editor:
Casual conversations held when at appointments, grocery

lines, calls, there is agreement expressed. Too many commer-
cials on TV at every turn. Recently, during the show, “The
View,” host Whoopi Goldberg calmed a clapping audience,
“Hey, you all, what a great welcome, but let’s get started, you
have us for the next hour.”

No they don’t. I clocked that day 25 minutes of commercial
time, leaving 35 minutes to say their thing. No wonder they all
talk at the same time or speak so fast.

My senior mind scrolled years of past viewing. I recall with
pleasure the “I Love Lucy” Show, “The Sid Caesar Comedy
Hour,” “Leave It To Beaver,” “Twilight Zone,” “The Ed
Sullivan Show,” Peter Jennings and Walter Cronkite on the ne
ws, to name a few. Yes, commercials, but tastefully done, and
very few. Left time for quality content.

Twice, in years past, I gave up the TV. Once for 7 years,
another for 3. Read more, spent more time outdoors, felt more
at peace. I am soon ready to make a third decision, shut it off
again. My finger that works the mute button at every commer-
cial will be happy. What with insurance policies for almost
everything these days, I thought soon I’d need to take out a pol-
icy for kinks/arthritic pains caused by an over worked finger. 

All those hours of muted time. Adding up I think I could have
obtained a Master’s Degree to improve my income. So much
wasted time.

Joyce Benedict
Hyde Park

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NOTE: Letters to the Editor do not necessarily reflect the views of the Northern Dutchess News.
Letters must be e-mailed to be considered for publication.  We cannot accept handwritten or faxed letters.
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we’re on the web!
www.sdutchessnews.com

OUR POLICY ON LETTERS
• Letters that contain statements that are libelous or 

slanderous will not be published.
• Letters that include personal attacks will not be published
• Letters written in response to other letter writers must address the issue

at hand, rather than mentioning the writer by name and must refer to the
headline and date the letter was published.

• Letters referring to news stories must mention the headline and date of
publication.

• The Northern Dutchess News will not be used as a vehicle to place 
misinformation.

• Information must be attributed to a specific individual or published item
(ie- tell us where or from whom you obtained the information)

• All letters must contain a name, hometown and phone 
number for verification.

• Letters appearing on the Viewpoints page are the views of the writers
alone and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Northern Dutchess
News.
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DC Fairgrounds landscaping rooted in family tradition
continued from cover

of the shows that go on here, the partici-
pants are right up front. They’re right
there with their pig or horse, and they get
applause. … The fairgrounds wouldn’t
look the way it looks if it weren’t for peo-
ple like Tony and the other crews that
come in to help.”

Moore said that at the Fair, she enjoys
watching people step back and realize the
beauty of nature.

“I hope that it transmits to them a
sense of responsibility to care for all
this,” Moore said. “Dutchess County is

Landscaping at the Dutchess County Fairgrounds is done by Tony Capalbo and his family. Photo by
Curtis Schmidt

rich in beautiful landscapes and open
space, and I hope that people leave with a
greater understanding of how much we
should be appreciative of what we have
and what it takes to bring it to them.”

As thousands of people flood the
Fairgrounds this year, Capalbo said he
hopes more people stop and see some-

thing in the landscaping that they would
like to see in their own garden.

“I hope people get inspired,” Capalbo
said. “Even if it’s one plant, one flower, a
design, even just the layout. One of the
things that is important to me is people
coming through and seeing our work and
what’s out there.”
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Miles of Hope Breast Cancer Foundation Community
Walk for Breast Cancer to honor Dr. Lisa Curcio

The Miles of Hope Breast Cancer
Foundation announced its 2026
Community Walk for Breast Cancer, an
annual event that brings together breast
cancer survivors, families, friends,
healthcare professionals, and community
members to support those affected by
breast cancer throughout the Hudson
Valley, will be held on Oct. 4.

This year’s Walk at James Baird State
Park will honor Dr. Lisa Curcio, a breast
cancer survivor and breast surgeon at
Northern Dutchess Hospital, in recogni-
tion of her exceptional dedication to car-
ing for breast cancer patients and her
inspiring personal journey as a survivor.

Dr. Curcio has devoted her career to
providing compassionate, expert surgical
care while guiding patients through some

of life's most challenging moments, it
was stated. Her own experience with
breast cancer has strengthened her com-
mitment to helping others navigate diag-
nosis, treatment, and survivorship with
empathy, hope, and resilience.

“We are honored to recognize Dr. Lisa
Curcio as the 2026 Community Walk
Honoree,” said Pari Forood, Executive
Director of the Miles of Hope Breast
Cancer Foundation. “As both a highly
respected breast surgeon and a breast can-
cer survivor, Dr. Curcio embodies the
courage, compassion, and strength that
define our mission. She has touched
countless lives through her exceptional
patient care and serves as an inspiration
to survivors and healthcare professionals
alike.”

The Miles of Hope Community Walk
for Breast Cancer raises critical funds to
support local breast cancer programs
throughout Columbia, Dutchess, Greene,
Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan,
Ulster, and Westchester counties. Funds
raised remain entirely within the Hudson
Valley, providing assistance through
grants for support services, education,
treatment support, screenings, and pro-
grams that improve the quality of life for
those facing breast cancer.

“I am deeply honored to be recognized
by the Miles of Hope Breast Cancer
Foundation,” said Dr. Curcio. “Having
experienced breast cancer from both the
physician's and the patient's perspective
has reinforced the importance of compas-
sionate care, early detection, and commu-

nity support. Miles of Hope has made an
extraordinary difference for so many
individuals and families in our region,
and I am grateful to be part of an organi-
zation that is committed to ensuring no
one faces breast cancer alone.”

The Community Walk welcomes par-
ticipants of all ages and abilities, includ-
ing survivors, families, corporate teams,
healthcare organizations, schools, and
community groups. In addition to the
walk, attendees will enjoy activities cele-
brating survivorship, remembrance, and
the collective strength of the Hudson
Valley breast cancer community.

For more information, to register, 
volunteer, or become a sponsor, visit
https://milesofhope.rallybound.org/com
munity-walk

GOLDEN LIVING
If you’ve never heard of “bungalow

leg” before, join the club. This strangely
named condition is new to us as well. It
refers to the gradual weakening of leg
and lower body muscles in people who
live in homes without stairs, and who
don’t get to climb stairs in other places.

Eventually, an older adult who doesn’t
work the necessary muscles for climbing
stairs may find themselves unable to
climb stairs they once took for granted.
They may even trip over low curbs.

Our leg muscles love stairs
A 2018 Duke University Department

of Medicine study found that stair-climb-
ing came with many benefits:

• There is a significantly lower risk of
mortality when climbing more than 55
flights per week;

• Active stair climbers are more fit and
have a higher aerobic capacity;

• Even two flights of stairs climbed
per day can lead to six pounds of weight
loss over one year;

• There is a strong association between
stair climbing and bone density in post-
menopausal women;

• Climbing stairs can improve the
amount of “good cholesterol” in the
blood;

• Stair climbing increases leg power
and may be an important priority in
reducing the risk of injury from falls in
the elderly; and

• Stair climbing can help you achieve
and maintain a healthy body weight.

Climbing the stairs also involves the
glutes, hamstrings, calves, as well as
ankles that ensure feet land properly on
each step. If you can climb stairs, you
should. It’s one of the healthiest activities
there is at any age - and it’s free.

Stairs aren’t for everybody, though
Single-story living may still be prefer-

able for older adults with significant
mobility and/or balance challenges, con-

ditions that affect the muscular or skeletal
system, cardiovascular system, or neuro-
logical system.

I’m in a single-story home - now what?
Besides finding stairs and hills to

climb in your day-to-day activities, phys-
iotherapists and trainers offer plenty of
practical, free alternatives that can be
done at home to reduce the likelihood of
bungalow leg:

While you make your morning coffee
or tea, march in place while lifting your
knees as high as they can safely go. Use
the kitchen counter for support if you
need it.

When you get out of a chair, stand up
and sit down three times to work your
quads. Stronger quads are an underrated
key to independence. We need our quads
in good working order to be able to safe-
ly sit on and get up from a toilet. Being
unable to do so without help raises seri-
ous questions about one’s continued inde-
pendence.

Toe and heel raises can help. Hold onto
a sturdy chair or wall for balance. Raise
your heels: Push up onto your toes as
high as you can, hold for one second, and
slowly lower back down. Next, raise your
toes: Shift your weight back slightly, and
lift your front toes off the ground to work
the front of your shins. Aim for 10 to 15

slow movements per set, two or three
times a day.

Older Adults Skills Fair – 
Thursday 8/13 at John Jay High School

Older adults (55+) who are looking for
full- or part-time employment, or volun-
teering opportunities, County Executive
Sue Serino’s second free Older Adults
Skills Fair is coming up this week!

It’s taking place from 2-4 p.m. on
Thursday, August 13th at John Jay High
School, 2012 NY 52 in Hopewell
Junction. No advance guest registration is
required. This event will include opportu-
nities to:

• Meet local employers offering flexi-
ble, part-time positions;

• Connect with nonprofit organiza-
tions;

• Socialization with fellow older
adults; and

• Enjoy complimentary light refresh-
ments.

Bessie Riley, Poughkeepsie
Supercentenarian (1914-2026) – 

In Memoriam
See www.darrowfuneralhome.org/

obituaries/bessie-riley for the obituary for
lifelong Poughkeepsie resident Bessie
Riley, who passed away in July at the age
of 112. Bessie was the fourth Dutchess
County resident to have reached the age

of 110, and was the 15th oldest person in
the United States at the time of her death.
Bessie was remembered recently by
County Executive Sue Serino.

August OFA events
To register for any of the August

events below, contact OFA during busi-
ness hours at 845-486-2555 unless noted
otherwise.

(Tuesday) 18th – Navigating Medicare
at Boardman Road Library, 141
Boardman Rd., Poughkeepsie, 3 pm –
click here to register, or call 845-485-
3445 extension 3380

(Wednesday) 19th – Navigating
Medicare at Poughkeepsie Galleria,
Poughkeepsie, 10am

19th – Summer Picnic Series,
Freedom Park, 212 Skidmore Rd.,
LaGrange, 11:30a-1p (for Town of
Beekman or LaGrange seniors)

(Wednesday) 26th – Summer Picnic
Series, Hopewell Rec Park, 392 NY 376,
Hopewell Junction, 11:30a-1p (for Town
of East Fishkill seniors)

(Thursday) 27th – OFA Mobile Office
Hours, Amenia Library, 3309 NY 343,
Amenia, 12 noon-2p

It’s another one of those Bad Jokes:
I was wondering why the frisbee kept

getting bigger, and then it hit me.

COUNTY BOARD OF ETHICS 
TO MEET AUG. 21

There will be a meeting of the
Dutchess County Board of Ethics on
Friday, August 21, from 10 to 11 a.m.
The public has the right to attend at the
Dutchess County Attorney’s Conference
Room, 22 Market Street, 5th floor,
Poughkeepsie.

Public comments will also be accepted
verbally, up to three minutes per person,
for a total of up to thirty minutes in the
aggregate at the end o f the meeting. Each
person may only speak once up to three
minutes. This meeting of the Board of
Ethics shall be for the purpose of review-
ing complaints received, if any, by the
Dutchess County Board of Ethics.
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Renegades alum Lombard 
reaches big leagues 

By Morgan E. Maier

When George Lombard Jr. arrived
at the Hudson Valley Renegades in
2024, it was clear High-A would not
have the shortstop for long. Since his
promotion to Double-AA Somerset
last May, Lombard has stormed
through the Yankee organization, to
the delight of New Yorkers.
Lombard’s first week in the majors
was marked by must-see milestones,
patience at the plate, and maturity that
stretches well beyond his 21 years.

Lombard needed just two at-bats to
produce something special in his
debut against the St. Louis Cardinals.
His first career hit was a rocket to left
field, leaving the park as the Yankees’
eventual winning run. He flashed
plenty of leather in his debut, tested
early on defensively — and answer-
ing the call with ease.

The Lombard bombardment on the
Cardinals didn’t start with George
that night. His brother, Jacob, a 2026
draftee of the Miami Marlins, made
his professional debut the same night

against the Palm Beach Cardinals —
and he went yard in his second at-bat,
while the Lombard parents streamed
the game from their seats at Yankee
Stadium.

Where Yankee Stadium looked for
a curtain call from its newest legacy
shortstop, the game moved quickly on
without it. Never to worry in the
Bronx, there will likely be more
chances soon.

Lombard began his career 3-for-7
in a remarkable start at the plate.
Working at-bats with the same poise
as he’d meet reporters with pregame,
Lombard’s eye for the strike zone has
set him apart from prospect counter-
parts. The glimpses of power-hitting
are a bonus, the defense a much-need-
ed relief for a Yankees infield that has
struggled at times.

Lombard looks to be the key to a
late postseason push. Whether he
impacts the box score — and he has
— the energy across Yankee faithful
is palpable.

A similar story befell right field on
August 8, as Yankee Old-Timers

looked on from seats and suites. This
time, the Atlanta Braves would learn
what the Lombard hype was about, as
the youngster swung one into the
right field seats. Again, the newest
pinstriped phenom made a difference
for the win, in the eventual 5-4
Yankees victory.

Lombard has many eyes on his
ascent through the Yankees organiza-
tion, the youngest shortstop to debut
in the Bronx since Derek Jeter. Jeter
changed New York for good in the
six-spot; George Lombard seems
likely to do the same.

RENEGADES  FEATURE

George Lombard, Jr. Photo by Dave Janosz
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Hudson Valley wins 3 straight in Greenville
By Morgan E. Maier

It was a winning week down south for
the Hudson Valley Renegades, who won
three straight to clinch the road series
against the Greenville Drive. After drop-
ping two of the first three in South
Carolina, Hudson Valley found the offen-
sive outburst they’ve craved all second
half, powered by a few well-rounded hit-
ting and pitching performances, and a
pinch hit from Mother Nature.

3 Strikes, You’re Out
Lighting was an unwelcome player in

the seven-inning shortened contest on
August 5, but the Drive were happy to
call it a night. The Renegades led 11-4
when it was called, thanks to a five-run
fourth inning. Jackson Lovich and David
McCann each had three runs batted in.

Upper Deck
Righty reliever Brandon Decker

improved to a 5-1 season record with the
August 7 win, leading the bullpen to the
first of three weekend wins. After a short-
ened start by Pico Kohn, Decker led a
four-man relief outing with 1.1 scoreless
innings. Home runs by Cam Troyer and
Eric Genther helped the Renegades to a
9-3 victory.

17 again
The Renegades 8-2 victory on August

8 saw each starter with at least one hit.
All nine hitters combined for 17 total
hits, a full production line on the

RENEGADES ROUNDUP

Meet Renegades catcher
David McCann

By Morgan E. Maier

On the heels of David McCann’s red-
hot week against the Greenville Drive,
let’s get to know a bit about the Hudson
Valley Renegades’ new catcher.

McCann, 22, boasts a .304 season bat-
ting average in 49 games since battling an
injury this season. In that time, an on-base
plus slugging percentage is .990, and he
has 45 runs batted in.

A Virginia Tech alum, McCann is a
reliable designated hitter, catcher and first
baseman. McCann was noted for his
defensive and multi-hit tendencies as a

Hokie, rated as the 54th ranked freshman
to come into the Atlantic Coast
Conference. McCann is currently the
only lefty-swinging catcher on the
Hudson Valley roster, adding versatility
to the two-man right-handed duo of Josue
Gonzales and Diomedes Hernandez, the
latter of the two who is seeing extended
reps in the outfield.

McCann, an Easton, Connecticut
native, has played for three teams in the
Yankees organization this season.
McCann made his arrival known at his
latest stop.

McCann began his High-A career 7-

for-19 in Greenville, including a monster
offensive game on August 9. McCann
took the Drive for 10 total bases, includ-
ing a massive two-run, 12th-inning blast
to ensure Renegade victory in the series
finale. Five runs batted in capped
McCann’s nine RBI series.

Could the likes of McCann be the
answer for the Yankees much-discussed
trade deadline inaction behind the plate?
With a projected arrival of a few years,
McCann is the latest in a respectable
string of catchers — past and present —
in the New York prospect pipeline.
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Above: Kyle West greets fans. West had 
2 hits during the game on Aug. 8. 
Left: Cam Troyer and Eric Genther helped
the Renegades win by hitting home runs.
Photos by Dave Janosz

Saturday slate. Eric Genther had three
and added three RBI. The middle hitters
— Kyle West, McCann, and Willy
Montero all had two hits to seal at least a
series split for Hudson Valley.

Run it up
An extra inning slugfest in the finale

saw 27 runs, 30 combined hits, and a
Renegades’ 15-12 win in their South
Carolina sendoff. The Renegades offense
combined for 32 bases in the victory, a

four-run 12th inning capping the offensive
showdown. Maika Niu got it started with
a two run blast; McCann matched it soon
after, his second home run of the day.
McCann was 4-7 with 5 and a stolen base.

David McCann
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KDD Marketing
wins big in 

Hermes Creative
Awards competition

KDD Marketing has cemented
its position as an award-winning
agency, recently earning recogni-
tion from the 2026 Hermes
Creative Awards competition.
The accomplishment comes on
the heels of a first- and third-
place win in the 23rd annual
Service Industry Advertising
Awards earlier this year, and
joins a list of 2025 acknowledg-
ments from the Davey Awards,
American Graphic Design
Awards and the Ulster County
Regional Chamber of
Commerce.

The agency was recognized
with platinum and gold awards in
the following categories:

• Platinum: Publications &
Informational Materials / Annual
Report

• Gold: Apparel / Branded
Merchandise

• Gold: Website – Marketing,
PR, Advertising, Digital Agency

“Our team is committed to the
success of every client we work
with,” said Katy Dwyer, founder
and creative director of KDD
Marketing. “Being recognized in
an international arena for that
dedication and our expertise
across different industries is an honor.”

Hermes Creative Awards recognize
outstanding creative professionals’ work
on an international level. The program is
administered by the Association of
Marketing and Communication
Professionals, which, in 2026, reviewed
more than 6,000 entries from 31 countries
around the world. Platinum Winners, the

highest level of recognition, are acknowl-
edged for excellence in quality, creativity
and resourcefulness, receiving an entry
score of 90 – 100, while Gold Winners
scored between 80 – 89.

To learn more about KDD Marketing
and its team, visit teamkdd.com or follow
along on Facebook (@KDDMarketing)
and Instagram (@kddmarketing).

KDD Marketing of Kingston won the above trophies,
signifying platinum and gold awards. Courtesy photo

Children’s Home introduces new
Board and Committee members

The Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie
has announced the appointment of two
new members to its Board of Directors,
the addition of a committee member, and
the confirmation of its Executive
Committee for the 2026-2027 term. With
backgrounds in commercial banking,
child development, engineering, and data
analysis, these individuals will help
strengthen the organization’s leadership
and mission of serving children and 
families.

Michael Liguori, Senior Vice
President, Commercial Lender for
Rhinebeck Bank, joins the Children’s
Home of Poughkeepsie’s Board of
Directors as its Assistant Treasurer, bring-
ing expertise in lending and management.
He holds a Bachelor of Science in
Business from SUNY Oswego and is a
2012 Leadership Dutchess graduate.
Mike has also received specialized train-
ing in commercial credit through the
American Bankers Association. He is
extremely active in the local community
and is the Immediate Past President of the
Kiwanis Club of Poughkeepsie, Treasurer
of the Child Care Council of Dutchess
and Putnam, and Board Member for
MidHudson Works.

Andrea Massi joins the Board of
Directors with a strong background in
education, child development, and school
leadership. A graduate of Dutchess
Community College, where she earned
associate degrees in Early Childhood
Education and Liberal Arts, Andrea went
on to earn a bachelor’s degree in English
from SUNY New Paltz, master’s degrees
in Education and Students with
Disabilities, and an advanced degree in
School Leadership. Throughout her
career, she has worked with youth and
families through a variety of roles, pro-
viding skill building, prevocational, crisis
avoidance management and training, spe-
cial needs community advocacy, and
caregiver support. She currently serves as

Academic Support Center Coordinator at
Oakwood Friends School, where she is
the head of her department, teaches class-
es, and writes learning plans and 504s for
students in need. 

Christine Taylor joins the Children’s
Home as part of the Resource
Development Committee, with years of
experience working in engineering,
research, and data analysis. She holds a
Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering from
the Georgia Institute of Technology and is
currently a hardware developer at IBM.
Christine is passionate about supporting
local children and families through educa-
tion, mentorship, and community support. 

“We want to enthusiastically welcome
new board members Andrea and Michael
to our Board of Directors and Christine to
our Resource Development Committee,”
said Val Murphy, Chair of the Board of
Directors. “They bring not only their
extensive professional expertise and
long-standing involvement in the Mid-
Hudson Valley Community, but a strong
desire to support and promote the mission
of the Children’s Home to empower chil-
dren and families to achieve optimal
health and well-being.” 

The Children’s Home would also like
to recognize four members who have
completed their board terms, Maureen
Crush, Chris Downey, Rochelle
Friedman, and Jessica Vinall. In addition,
the Children’s Home announced its
updated Executive Committee: Chair –
Valerie Murphy; Vice Chair – Matthew
Cruz; Vice Chair, Audit – Patrick
Meaney; Vice Chair, Governance – Ian
MacDonald; Vice Chair, Program –
Kathy McCorry; Vice Chair, Resource
Development – Jason Dewey; Secretary –
Sean Manna; Treasurer – Mary Lou
Davis; and Assistant Treasurer – Michael
Liguori. 

To learn more about the Children’s
Home of Poughkeepsie and its mission,
please visit childrenshome.us.

From left: Michael Liguori, Andrea Massi and Christine Taylor

Bowl for Community Action Partnership in October
Community Action Partnership for

Dutchess County will hold a fundraising
event at Spins Bowl in Wappingers Falls
in October and wants you to take part in
the action.

“Bowl for ACTION” will take place
on Friday, October 9, and will feature
team participants, raffle prizes, food and
more.

To find out more about sponsorship
opportunities and to register for the event,
go to www.BowlforACTION.org.

“We know our local residents are
aware that Community Action
Partnership for Dutchess County helps
individuals who struggle with strained
resources or experience difficult financial
circumstances,” said Dr. Linda Haas
Manley, CEO. “Our solemn mission is to
partner with individuals and families to
eliminate poverty and identify resources

and opportunities to enhance their self-
sufficiency.”

Manley noted CAPDC helps residents
through food, rent and utility assistance
for those income-eligible, plus other
essential programs such as Dress for
Success Dutchess County employment
empowerment, free tax preparation, and
weatherization assistance.

CAPDC announced that Fisch
Solutions, which provides high-quality
web and IT services to its customers and
is based in the Hudson Valley has agreed
to be the “Kingpin Sponsor” of the event.

Jason Fisch, founder and President of
Fisch Solutions, said, “It’s our pleasure to
partner with Community Action
Partnership on such a worthwhile
endeavor. Fisch Solutions recognizes
many families in our community will
benefit from the support we and others

give to the Community Action
Partnership for Dutchess County. This
promises to be a fun night with a great
purpose.”

Bob Maslosky, general manager of
Spins Bowl Wappingers Falls, said, “We
are grateful to have the opportunity to
host this community-minded event. Spins
Bowl is a great space with more than two
dozen bowling lanes and other fun activ-
ities, and we are confident attendees at
this event will have a joyous evening.”

WALL Radio has graciously agreed to
be the event’s media partner, and
Michelle Taylor, On-Air Personality and
Programming Specialist of WALL Radio
said, “As someone who loves being part
of this community, I'm proud that WALL
Radio is able to support Community
Action Partnership for Dutchess County.
I truly believe strong communities are

built by all of us helping each other in any
way we can. Their commitment to sup-
port individuals and families reflects the
values we share at WALL Radio and
being able to by giving their mission, a
supportive voice.”

At the event, participants will get the
chance to bowl two games, partake in a
50-50 raffle, prizes and surprises plus
enjoy good food and drinks. Bowl for
ACTION is a non-competitive event,
open to all levels of bowlers, including
beginners.

Check in for the event is 5:30 p.m.
October 9 at Spins Bowl located at 1677
US-9, Wappingers Falls.

CAPDC has Family Development
Centers in the City of Poughkeepsie,
Dover Plains, Red Hook and Wappingers
Falls. You can learn more at
https://www.dutchesscap.org

send us your news
cschmidt@sdutchessnews.com
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4-H youth gain valuable information at Multi-Species Showmanship Clinic

More than 65 youth from Dutchess, Ulster, Suffolk, Columbia, and Greene counties registered
to attend and selected at least four different livestock species to work with during a recent
showmanship clinic at the Dutchess County Fairgrounds.                            Courtesy photo

4-Her’s from five different counties gathered to learn and grow their skills
with over five different livestock species on July 12th at the 4-H Multi-
Species Showmanship Clinic at the Duchess County Fairgrounds. The event
provided space and opportunities for 4-H youth to experiment with show-
ing different livestock species, as well as improving techniques with more
familiar animals. 

Over 20 4-H volunteers donated their energy and animals to the grant-
funded opportunity hosted by Dutchess and Ulster County 4-H programs.
More than 65 youth from Ulster, Dutchess, Suffolk, Columbia, and Greene
counties registered to attend and selected at least four different livestock
species to work with throughout the day. Livestock were provided by dedi-
cated 4-H volunteers from Dutchess and Suffolk counties. 

Throughout the day, educators observed and chose to select youth who
exemplified 4-H sportsmanship and awarded them with grooming and fit-
ting supplies for each species. These supplies will help 4-H members contin-
ue to improve their fitting and showmanship skills as they move upwards
with their current animals or start fresh with a new species.

The Dutchess and Ulster 4-H programs would like to extend their extreme
thanks to all the volunteers who helped make this happen, including the
Dutchess County Fair staff, Zoe’s Ice Cream Barn, Two Brothers Pizza of
Rhinebeck and CMC Creations. The planning committee is hopeful to repeat
this event on an annual basis and continue finding ways for 4-H youth to
pledge their heads, hearts, hands, and health to better themselves and the
world around them. 

For more information about 4-H in New York State, go to
https://www.nys4-h.org
For more information about Ulster County 4-H, contact the Ulster 4-H team
at ulster4h@cornell.edu

For questions about the Dutchess County 4-H Program, reach their 4-H
team by call 845-677-8223 or email ccedc4h@cornell.edu
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“People who love to eat are always
the best people.” – Julia Child

Without a topic in mind going into this
article, I decided to see if August had any
events or food days to inspire me. I dis-
covered that Julia Child was born on
August 15th, so I wanted very much to
pay homage to the legendary chef, author
and TV personality who made America
love cooking and graced the world with
her passion for food.

In the 1950s and ’60s, post-war
America discovered and relied largely on
processed, packaged foods. Canned and
frozen foods and TV dinners were seen as
modern and the antidote to the work of
farming and having to grow one’s own
food. ‘Fresh’ had lost its appeal and cook-
ing had largely fallen by the wayside in
favor of fast and convenient. Julia Child,
who adored food, changed all that.

“To be a good cook you have to have
a love of the good, a love of hard work,
and a love of creating.” – Julia Child

The late Anthony Bourdain deeply
revered her as the most important and
influential figure in American gastrono-
my, a true pioneer who changed the world
by teaching generations to eat and cook
better. He also admired her spirit and
integrity – she never gave in to commer-
cialism or endorsed any products. She
simply loved food, learned how to cook,
believed in fresh ingredients and shared
that with America and the world.

Born to wealthy parents in 1912 in
Pasadena, California, Julia Carolyn
McWilliams had a happy childhood and
received an excellent education. She
worked several secretarial jobs after grad-
uating from Smith College in
Massachusetts. In 1941 she volunteered
with the Red Cross and wanted to join the
military but, at 6’2”, she was rejected
because she was too tall (!). She was truly
larger than life. Determined to help in the
war effort, she moved to Washington, DC
taking a job as a senior typist at the
Research Unit at the Office of War
Information and later held a variety of
different positions with the Secret
Intelligence Branch of the Office of

Strategic Services (OSS), a precursor to
the CIA. With the OSS she volunteered to
go overseas, going to China and India.

“I was 32 when I started cooking; up
until then I just ate.” – Julia Child

In 1945 she married Paul Child, whom
she had met while working with the OSS
in India where he was working for the US
Foreign Service. Theirs was a deeply
devoted romance that lasted almost 50
years. His job brought them fortuitously
to Paris in 1948 where, at the age of 32,
Julia enrolled in the prestigious Le
Cordon Bleu cooking school. In 1961 she
co-authored “Mastering the Art of French
Cooking,” making complex French tech-
niques and recipes accessible to, and
clear for, everyone. Her groundbreaking
cooking show, “The French Chef,”
debuted on PBS in 1963, making her
America’s first major cooking star and
showing the world how warm, funny,
unpretentious and fearless she was. Her
charming personality was accentuated by
her nonchalance when making mistakes.
She was talented, yes, and a pioneer, but
she was also absolutely and adoringly
human.

“This is my invariable advice to 
people: Learn how to cook, learn from
your mistakes, be fearless and above all
have fun.” – Julia Child

In honor of Julia, I decided to try a
classic French dessert, clafoutis (pro-
nounced KLA-foo-tee, French for “to
fill”). It is described by Julia herself as
“pancake batter poured over fruit in a
fireproof dish, then baked in the oven”
and as “peasant cooking.” It is fresh fruit
in a part custard-part cake base, and sim-
ply elegant in a rustic way. There are
many variations – berries, peaches,
plums, even apples, to name a few - but
the most traditional seems to be made
with fresh sweet, dark cherries, because
the recipe’s origins as near as I can tell are
from 19th-century Limousin by peasant
farmers using the small cherries grown
there. That’s my inspiration for this
recipe, adapted from Julia’s but with my
own touch, because she would have

love to cook                                                  by vicki frank day

Ode to Julia
Vicki honors the chef who made America love cooking.

wanted me to play. 
A note on cherries: Traditionally this

was made with unpitted cherries, believe
it or not, but that seemed a tad unpleasant
and dangerous. Pitting cherries, however,
is a VERY messy business (my kitchen
looked like a crime scene), so I recom-
mend pitting them in the sink because the
juice will stain everything it touches. You
may want to use gloves. If you don’t have
a cherry pitter, you can use a straw or the
big end of a chop stick, inserting it into
the end where the stem was and pushing
the pit through. If you prefer to use frozen
cherries, thaw and drain them. 

CHERRY CLAFOUTIS 
I did take some liberties with Julia’s

recipe and also drew inspiration from
other recipes I found. As simple as it is,
there were quite a few variations with dif-
fering ingredients and amounts. Some
used heavy cream, while most used milk.
Slivered almonds and almond extract
were common, but I am not a fan of the
extract, so I omitted both and opted
instead for kirsch, a clear, dry cherry
brandy to enhance the flavor along with
vanilla. The eggs were another bone of
contention: all whole or in combination
with yolks. Because I’m a custard fan I
went with 2 whole eggs and 2 yolks. The
result was a little too eggy, so next time
I’ll either do one yolk or all whole eggs.

I did stick with Julia’s method of pour-
ing and baking a little of the batter before
adding the cherries, which also helped
prevent them from sliding around, a plus
because, me being me, I carefully
arranged the fruit concentrically. Duly
noted, some did still wander when the
rest of the batter was poured on top, but
the effect was still there. Dusting the
slightly cooled clafoutis with powdered
sugar is not up for debate. (You may need
to dust it again after it’s sat a while since
it will absorb the sugar over time). It can
be served warm, at room temp or chilled.
I served it with a dollop of whipped sour
cream (mostly heavy cream with sour
cream added, which I thought delightful,
so I’ve included the recipe if you want to
try it.

INGREDIENTS
Pitted sweet cherries, about 2 cups,

halved (My dish wasn’t overly large and

I arranged them carefully, so I used about
12 whole cherries, but use more if you
like)

2 whole eggs
2 egg yolks
¼ cup sugar
A generous pinch of salt
1 ½ cups milk
1 tablespoon vanilla
1 teaspoon kirsch (or almond extract if

you prefer)
½ cup flour
2 tablespoons butter, melted
Powdered sugar for dusting
METHOD
Position oven rack to the center.

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a
(~9x9 or equivalent oblong) baking dish
or deep pie dish with butter and set aside.

In a large bowl, beat or whisk eggs and
yolks. Add sugar, salt, milk, vanilla and
kirsch and whisk until smooth. Add flour
(I sifted it right into the batter) and melt-
ed butter and whisk just until smooth.

Pour about ¼-inch of batter into the
prepared dish and bake just until firm,
about 8 minutes.

Remove from oven and gently pour
the rest of the batter over the top.

Bake until puffed up, lightly golden
brown and a toothpick inserted in the cen-
ter comes out clean, 30-45 minutes
(check after 30). It will start to deflate as
soon as you take it out, but that’s fine.
Remove from oven and allow to cool
slightly before dusting with powdered
sugar. Serve warm or cool, with or with-
out ice cream or whipped sour cream
(recipe follows).

Serves 6-8.
WHIPPED SOUR CREAM 

Slightly tangy and delightful. A perfect
complement to the cherries.

Whip 1 cup heavy cream until just
starting to thicken. Gradually add ¼ cup
sugar and a pinch of salt and continue
whipping until soft peaks form. Add ½
cup sour cream and whip until stiff peaks
form. 

“I don’t think about whether people
will remember me or not. I’ve been an
okay person. I’ve learned a lot. I’ve
taught people a thing or two. That’s
what’s important. Sooner or later the

Cherry Clafoutis. Photo by Vicki Frank Day

continued on page 13
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Full disclosure – I’m playing music at
Hudson Valley Cold Pressed Oils on
Friday, August 14, so don’t pay any atten-
tion to this glowing review of the premier
sunflower viewing venue in the Hudson
Valley. Before I get too crazy, allow me to
give shout-outs to a couple of other gor-
geous sunflower farms run by my friends
– Peter and Jen of Barton Orchards, Mark
Doyle of Fishkill Farms, Mandy
Dykeman of Dykeman Farm, Darryl and
Debby Mosher of Brittany Hollow Farm,
Chris Kelder of Kelder Farm in
Kerhonkson, among others.

Hudson Valley Cold Pressed Oils
boasts 100 acres of sunflowers on the 350
acres that used to be the Robb Brothers
Farm on Sleight Plass Road in Pleasant
Valley. The farm was worked by Bill and
Hollie Plass up until Bill’s death last
March at the age of 101. At one point,
Bill was packing 6,000 eggs a day on his
adjacent Hickory Ridge Farm. The
Haight family bought the Robb Farm in
1999. Hudson Valley Cold Pressed Oils
was founded by Kevin Haight and is now
co-owned by Kevin, Traci, Jeff and
Allison Haight. They all have experience
in the food industry, developing their oil
after extensive research and trials at the
Culinary Institute of America.

During my visit last Friday, the sun-
flowers were just shy of blooming, but I
was assured they’d be popping out by the
time of my gig. Assistant manager (she
just made up the title) A.J. Pittore drove
me around on a golf cart to see the fields,
all planted in stages, to assure continuing
bloom until the autumn frosts of October.
A big swath of the farm is field corn, part
of a crop rotation scheme. A.J. explained

that the farm’s cold pressed sunflower oil
retains the seed’s natural vitamin E,
antioxidants and authentic flavor, which
is mild and pleasant. It has a higher
smoke point than olive oil, so you can
bring the deep fryer up to 350 degrees.
The farm includes a commercial certified
gluten-free kitchen where the team pro-
duces sunflour, pancake mix, muffin mix,
lotion, body wash, and lip balms, all
available at their online store, or at the
pop up shop at the farm on weekends. I
just found out that their sunflower oil is
also sold at Adams Fairacre Farms in
Poughkeepsie.

As I explained in last week’s article,
Sunflowers are native to the Hudson
Valley, but only the dainty woodland sun-
flower (helianthus divaricatus) and possi-
bly the showier swamp sunflower (h.
angustifolius). The true sunflower (h.
annuus) is native to the U.S. Midwest, but
thrives in the Hudson Valley as an annu-
al, best planted from seed sown directly
into the soil in late May. Sunflowers
attract bees, feeding on pollen – some of
the newest varieties are bred to produce
less pollen. Butterflies feed on the nectar,
and birds, especially goldfinches, love
the seeds.

New sunflower varieties include
“Sunfinity” from Syngenta Flowers and
“Suncredible” from Proven Winners.
They keep on producing new blossoms
all summer, as the older flowers fade.
Although they are low on pollen, they
attract swarms of bees that feed on the
nectar. The new “Sunfinity Double
Yellow,” I've observed at trials, has blos-
soms so dense that bees can’t get into
them. Terrific choice for the garden, if

get growing!                                                      by mark adams

Sunflowers Galore!
Mark will share the spotlight with a field of sunflowers at his gig this Friday.

you happen to suffer from apiphobia.
Hudson Valley Cold Pressed Oils is

open afternoons and evenings Thursday
through Sunday, weather permitting. The
sunsets over the fields are breathtaking.
Local musicians perform regularly. There
is a $5 per car admission fee to pay the
performers. I’m providing a coupon to
my loyal readers that will get you free
admission. The money comes out of my

pay (I bet you didn’t know I’m a profes-
sional musician). You can buy beer and
delicious deep fried pulled pork, ham-
burgers and other goodies on site.

Hope to see you Friday evening, 5:30-
8 pm! Bring your own chair.

Mark Adams is an agricultural advisor to the
Dutchess County Executive, Dutchess
County B.O.C.E.S. and Cornell University.

A sunflower in Sue’s garden. Photo by Mark Adams

Bring this to Mark’s concert this Friday and receive free admission for one. 
Photo by Mark Adams
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The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five
squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;
and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never con-
tain the same number.

Suguru

Diversions

The solutions to both the Sudoko & Crossword puzzles can be found on page 19

ACROSS
1. Charlie “Bird” Parker’s sax
5. Mary ____, businesswoman extra-
ordinaire
8. Downloadable smartphone pur-
chase
11. In ____ of
12. Greek salad staple
13. Appraisal
15. Law school prerequisite, acr.
16. “Once ____ a Time in America”
17. Dictum, pl.
18. *____ press, Johannes
Gutenberg’s invention
20. “Sittin’ On the Dock of the Bay”
singer
21. In need of a muffler
22. Make a choice
23. *Genghis Khan’s ____ Empire
26. Intima, pl.
30. Fertility clinic stock
31. Tranquil
34. Famous Steeler coach, Chuck
____
35. Twisted cotton thread
37. Key next to spacebar
38. Like a gymnast
39. Naysayer’s favorite prefix
40. Develop, as in story
42. ____-AFTRA
43. Famous fox of fable
45. Like a smell of soil
47. *World’s first 24-hour TV news
network, acr.
48. Molten rock
50. Smoke plus fog
52. *First Roman emperor
55. Part of foot, pl.
56. Chowder protein
57. Pelvic parts
59. Are not
60. *Homesteader’s purchase, sing.
61. “____ the good die young”
62. *Pres. during the Cuban Missile
Crisis
63. It is
64. Fermented rice brew

DOWN
1. Pledge of Allegiance ending
2. Talk like Daffy
3. Eye drop
4. Day trip
5. Flat-topped military caps
6. Lack of muscle tension
7. Opposite of yin
8. Mushroom spore sacs
9. Benatar and Morita, e.g.
10. Money in Myanmar
12. Pointless
13. Take as one’s own
14. *____ Bull, Lakota’s famous
leader
19. Gallows’ rope
22. *World War ____, 1914-18
23. Wisdom tooth, e.g.
24. Sheep-like
25. Highly unpleasant
26. “He’s Just Not That ____ You”
27. Damp
28. Islam’s Supreme Being
29. Lament for the dead
32. Writer Ayn
33. Rudolph’s friend Hermey, e.g.
36. *One of Mount Rushmore presi-
dents
38. *First President in the White
House
40. Cremation ashes container
41. Peanut or pea, e.g.
44. Emotional turmoil
46. 2:1 and 3:1, e.g.
48. Defraud
49. Petri dish jellies
50. Feudal lord’s servant
51. Humble and docile
52. Frozen bowl berry
53. Arm bone
54. *The ____ Road, ancient East-
West trade route
55. Pilgrimage to Mecca
58. Pirate’s “yes”

THEME: HISTORY 101



August 12-18, 2026 - NORTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS & Creative Living 13

‘Groundhog Day, The Musical’
comes to Rhinebeck stage

Up In One Productions will present the
iconic “Groundhog Day, The Musical”
live, onstage at The Center for
Performing Arts in Rhinebeck from Aug.
14 to Sept. 6. Critically acclaimed on
both the West End and Broadway,
“Groundhog Day” is the story of one
man’s journey of self-discovery, day after
day. Inspired by the hilarious film star-
ring Bill Murray, “Groundhog Day” fea-
tures a book by original co-screenwriter
Danny Rubin, and music and lyrics by
Tony Award nominee Tim Minchin
(“Matilda the Musical”).

Renowned illusionist Ryan Dutcher
plays the leading role of Phil Connors, a
seasoned big-city weatherman, frustrated
to be to reporting on the annual
Groundhog Day Ceremony in small town
Punxsutawney, PA. His arrogance and
cynicism are in direct contrast to the
cheery townsfolk, who are eager for their
favorite Groundhog to not see his shadow
so they can welcome in an early spring.
After disdainfully covering the rodent’s
negative forecast, Phil awakens the next
day only to discover it’s February 2nd
once more. Initially in disbelief, he 
finally accepts he is doomed to repeat the

same day over and over again ... What
ensues is witty, touching, insightful, and
not to be missed.

The musical made its world premiere
at The Old Vic in London in summer
2016 and was nominated for eight
Laurence Olivier Awards in 2017, win-
ning for Best New Musical and Best
Actor in a Leading Role in a Musical for
Andy Karl; it later opened on Broadway
in 2017, and was nominated for seven
Tony Awards, including Best Musical and
Best Actor in a Leading Role in a Musical
for Karl.

The Up In One Production is co-pro-
duced by Diana di Grandi and Peter
Risafi, directed by Duane Joseph Olson
with music direction by Paul and JoAnne
Schubert and choreographed by Maria
Coppola.

Performances are set Fridays at 7:30
p.m., Saturdays and Sundays at 2:30 p.m.
Tickets are $29 and can be purchased
online at www.centerforperformin
garts.org or by calling (845) 876 3080.
Parental discretion is advised. Best suited
for ages 13 and up

The Center for Performing Arts is at
661 Route 308, Rhinebeck.

Ryan Dutcher as Phil relives February 2nd over and over again with Rita (Brittany Baltay) in
“Groundhog Day, The Musical,” opening Aug. 14 at The Center for Performing Arts at
Rhinebeck. Photo by Olivia Bogert

DOT-TO-DOT PUZZLE
See page 15 for finished puzzle (no peeking!)

public will forget you, the memory of
you will fade. What’s important is the
individuals you’ve influenced along the
way.” – Julia Child

Well, Julia, as one of the many you
have influenced along the way, I thank
you most sincerely. A passion for food
should lead to a love affair with cooking
that never fades or ceases to be a fun
adventure. We will never forget you.

“Bon appetit!”

Vicki Frank Day’s background includes over
two decades in various aspects of the food
service industry. In addition, she has over 27
years’ experience in marketing, graphic
design, copy writing, food styling and
research. She believes cooking should be a
fun adventure, that food should be an 
experience and that every day can be a 
special occasion. Email her at
vickiloves2cook@gmail.com.

Love to Cook
continued from page 10

what’s happening?
creativeliving@sdutchessnews.com

Historic Red Hook
announces slate of events

Historic Tavern Trail at Lasting Joy
Brewery

Friday, Sept. 4, 6-7 p.m., Lasting Joy
Brewery, 485 Lasher Road, Tivoli

Join Dutchess County Historian Will
Tatum for “Escape from NY: 1776
Edition,” a dramatic retelling of the
Continental Army’s defense and loss of
New York City during the Revolutionary
War. Food and drinks will be available for
purchase.

Learn more at historicredhook.org/
upcoming-events/tavern-trail-lastingjoy-
sep26

Immersive Tavern Exhibit Launch
Saturday, Sept. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,

Elmendorph Inn, 7562 North Broadway,
Red Hook

Step inside Red Hook’s oldest public
building during Hardscrabble Day and be
among the first to experience a new
immersive tavern exhibit featuring
hands-on history, family-friendly dis-
plays, and stories of the Inn’s community
life. Admission is free.

Learn more at historicredhook.org/
upcoming-events/rev250-openhouse26

2026 Cemetery Crawl Kick-Off
Saturday, Sept. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,

Hardscrabble Day, 7501 North
Broadway, Red Hook

This event is both a competitive,
month-long Scavenger Hunt and a self-
guided tour of six Red Hook cemeteries
that offers highlights of the lives of inter-
esting individuals and their memorials.
The Cemetery Crawl runs from Sept. 19
to Oct. 25. Pick up a scavenger hunt and
receive a bonus-point stamp at the kick
off event.

Learn more at historicredhook.org/
cemeterycrawl

Immersive Tavern Exhibit: Fall Open
Hours

Sept. 19, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sept. 24, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Sept. 26, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.;
Oct. 8, 2-6 p.m.; Oct. 11, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.;
and Oct. 16, 11 a.m.-3 p.m., Elmendorph
Inn, 7562 North Broadway, Red Hook

Explore the Elmendorph Inn’s history
as a tavern, workplace, gathering place,
and center of community life through an
immersive soundscape, hands-on activi-
ties, reproduction objects, and stories of
the people who gathered there.
Admission is free; drop in anytime during
open hours.

Learn more at historicredhook.org/
upcoming-events/tavern-exhibit-open-
hours1

Author Talk: Jack Kelly, “Thomas
Paine in the Revolutionary War”

Sunday, Sept. 27, 4-5:30 p.m.,
Elmendorph Inn, 7562 North Broadway,
Red Hook and on Zoom

Award-winning author and historian
Jack Kelly explores Thomas Paine’s
enormous influence on the early
American Revolution, from the publica-
tion of Common Sense to Washington’s
daring counterattack across the
Delaware. Registration is required.

Learn more at historicredhook.org/
upcoming-events/kelly-26

2026 Cemetery Crawl Finale
Sunday, Oct. 25, 3-4:30 p.m.,

Elmendorph Inn, 7562 North Broadway,
Red Hook

Celebrate the conclusion of Historic
Red Hook’s sixth annual Cemetery
Crawl. Every participant will receive a
prize and a chance to win one of four
grand-prize baskets.

Learn more at historicredhook.org/
cemeterycrawl

Find us on Facebook:
Southern Dutchess 

News Group
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The preservation of place is
the preservation of experience

By Bill Jeffway

Prompted by the numerous destructive
fires decimating the post-Civil War-era
buildings that formed the Hudson River
State Hospital, here we examine what we
gain from the preservation of historic
sites such as the original main buildings.

We often don’t use the word, but the
preservation of historic buildings and
sites is, fundamentally, the preservation
of experiences. What survives in a 
historic building is not only brick, stone,
wood, or architectural style. What 
survives is an experience of scale, pro-
portion, light, texture, sound, movement,
and setting. It is the experience of
approaching it, entering it, looking
upward or outward, feeling the tempera-
ture of the stone, hearing footsteps echo
in a corridor, or discovering how a win-
dow frames a landscape. Preservation
allows us (and future generations) to
encounter history physically, while 

offering a powerful platform to encounter
history intellectually.

A preserved place allows each genera-
tion to ask new questions. We can stand
there (could have stood there) in the
twenty-first century, knowing both the
aspirations and failures of the institution,
and experience it.

Place is important. “The things we can
see and touch awaken the imagination to
a degree not possible from that taken only
from books and secondhand accounts.”
This paraphrases Lewis Mumford speak-
ing to the DCHS membership at
Troutbeck in Amenia on September 15,
1926, close to a century ago.

What might have been awakened in
our imagination if we could have
approached, entered, walked through,
looked out from the unique buildings that
were the Hudson River State Hospital? 

When announced as a project, New
York State declared that “the hospital in
its structure and arrangements should

have every feature of convenience and
utility that experience elsewhere has
approved. It should be built on a scale of
thoroughness and completeness com-
mensurate with the immense resources
and unquestioned liberality of the great-
est State in the Union.” New York State
declared that it was hoped that those who
find the doors open to them shall find that
the site “shall lift dark clouds from their
minds, and restore them to home, friends,
society and usefulness.”

Might not the same views, the feeling
of breezes, the same changing color of
the building materials as the sun pro-
gresses across the sky, suggest warmth
and safety and inspire a visitor in the
same way today?

The verticality of the high Victorian
Gothic style prompts us to stop, to take in
the full effect. It tells us something
important is happening here.

The sprawling horizontality of the
famous “Kirkbride plan” presents arms of
equal size and style on each side of the
main building. This comes from the
thinking at the time that to get better we
need space, air, and views. In what was
seen as an innovation, instead of placing
people in jails or crowded poorhouses,
Kirkbride advocated purpose-built hospi-
tals. Exercise, occupation, gardens, priva-
cy and contact with nature were consid-
ered parts of treatment—not decorative
extras. That beneficial experience can
only truly come from being physically
present while walking, seeing, breathing,
touching.

The genius of the architect Frederick
Clarke Withers does not come from
understanding his technical skills but
from experiencing his work. The
painstaking selection by the architect of
building materials does not need to be
known to have its effect upon the viewer.
But understanding its complexity can
help us understand why the time and
expense are often dispensed with today.

This reflects the complexity of the
work that is seen sometimes today as too
expensive, too complicated, too time-
consuming. The technical aspects are
amazing.

The Daily Eagle of December 28,
1868, reported on the building materials.
A major component was “red Croton
brick,” which was a major local industry.
Warm red brick was a product of the iron-
rich clay of the Hudson Valley at a time
when its brickyards employed thousands
of persons and were a short trip from
riverbanks just south.

The window trimmings are of “light

Ohio sandstone.” The first trains arrived
in Poughkeepsie in 1850, and the trans-
portation revolution that included canals
meant that it was feasible to send huge
quantities of heavy stone hundreds of
miles. By the late 19th century, Ohio
sandstone was reaching the Eastern
seaboard, the Midwest, Canada and even
international markets.

“Deep bluestone from the eastern foot
of the Catskills” in Ulster County was
also used. Massive quarries around places
such as Saugerties, Hurley, Woodstock,
West Hurley and the Kingston area fed
stone to yards along the Hudson and
Rondout.

The roof was made of “black
Susquehanna slate,” which was from the
Susquehanna River/Peach Bottom region
of southeastern Pennsylvania and adjoin-
ing Maryland. This slate was regarded as
the finest in the country, and its crisp
black color created a sharp edge against
the sky.

Equally, the work of Frederick Law
Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, the celebrated
designers of Central Park who planned
the Hospital grounds, must be experi-
enced in the first person and loses nearly
everything in technical descriptions.

The fact that the building was the first
major American institution built in High
Victorian Gothic can be understood as a
technical reason why the site is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

It is hard to read the June 13, 2004,
Poughkeepsie Journal headline,
“Development plans show great prom-
ise,” without feeling a great sense of loss.
In addition to preserving experience, the
preservation of such buildings in our day-
to-day environment tells us we live in a
community that values more than the
immediate and transactional. Strong visi-
bility of the past affirms the importance of
remembering, reflecting, and recognizing.

By definition, this description and
these photographs fall far short of what
could have been a lived experience, the
sensation and stimulation of all senses.
While less powerful, our understanding
of the site can help us contemplate the
present and future: what experiences 
are important enough for us (and future
generations) to remember through 
preservation? 

Bill Jeffway is the Executive
Director of the Dutchess
County Historical Society
and can be reached at
bill.jeffway@dchsny.org or
(845) 293-7711.

Above: A recent photograph of the single pillar left from what had been a group of eight 
pillars (four on each side of the entrance) to create a sense of direction and dramatic
approach. Contemporary architectural pillars reference the older ones when people arrived
by horse and carriage. Photos by Bill Jeffway

Above left: The architect Frederick Withers brought building materials from Ohio, the
Susquehanna and more locally from Croton and the Catskills, to create a spirited, polychrome
far-reaching facade. Architectural features inside were designed to be in the supporting role
of drawing and framing the view of the outside. DCHS Image Collection
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Answer to this week’s Dot to Dot (puzzle on page 10)

Through Aug. 16: Bard SummerScape,
Fisher Center & other locations on the
Bard College Campus, Annandale-on-
Hudson. Annual performing arts festival
features music, dance, theater & more.
Now playing: Aug. 13-16: “Mozart and His
World,” The 36th Bard Music Festival,
revisiting the life, times and work of one of
the greatest classical composers.
Weekend Two: “The Universal Musician.”
Through Aug. 15: The festival’s majestic
handmade mirrored pavilion, the
Spiegeltent, with live music, performance,
and dancing curated by Jason Collins,
emceed by Spiegeltent darling Adrienne
Truscott, with Andy Monk hosting the After
Hours series. Tickets & more info at fisher-
center.bard.edu or (845) 758-7900
Through Aug. 16: “I’m Almost There,”
Ancram Center for the Arts, 1330 Co. Rte.
7, Ancram. Written and performed by Todd
Almond (“Girl from the North Country,”
“Gossip Girl”) and directed by Tony Award
winner David Cromer (“Good Night, and
Good Luck”; “The Band’s Visit”), “I’m
Almost There” is a rueful, hilarious, and
poignant modern love story in song about
a man crossing a sea of doubts to find hap-
piness ... and good coffee. Performances:
Wed.-Sat., 7:30 p.m.; Sun., at 3 p.m. (518)
329-0114 or www.ancramcenter.org
Aug. 13: Harmonies on the Hudson
Concert, Arryl Lawn, Clermont State
Historic Site, 1 Clermont Ave.,
Germantown. Cosby Gibson and Tom
Staudle, award-winning singer songwriters
from the Adirondacks, will perform, 6 p.m.
Free. www.friendsofclermont.org
Aug. 13: World War II Night, Hyde Park
Railroad Station Museum, 34 River Rd.,
Hyde Park. Celebrate the 81st anniversary
of VJ-Day. Come as you are, or in era cos-
tume. Military vehicles will be on display.
Enjoy Live WWII-era music, plus group
socializing, museum tours and educational
and fun for all ages, 6-8 p.m. Several
model railroad layouts will also be running,
including ones with hands-on operating
features, such as Thomas The Tank
Engine ©. Free. (845) 229-2338 or
www.hydeparkstation.org
Aug. 13: WWE Presents NXT LIVE, MJN
Convention Center, 14 Civic Center Plaza,
Poughkeepsie. See your favorite WWE
NXT superstars live, 7:30 p.m. Tickets at
www.MJNCenter.org
Aug. 14: Mid-Hudson Astronomical
Association Monthly Star Party, Lake
Taghkanic State Park, Ancram. The Mid-
Hudson Astronomical Association hosts a
monthly stargazing party in the West
Beach parking lot, 7:30 p.m. Bring your
own telescopes and binoculars or use
those provided by members. You will be
asked to provide your license plate number
and make/model car, so park management
and police have a record of who will be in
park after hours. More info at

https://www.spy-hill.net/myers/astro/ltsp/
Registration: RSVP is required at least one
day beforehand.
Aug. 14: Red Hook Summer Lawn
Concert Series at “Eat-N-Go,” 7509 N.
Broadway, Red Hook. Free live summer
concert series at Eat-N-Go every Friday
night, 6-8 p.m. This week: The Chain Gang
Band. Bring a chair or blanket, some food
and enjoy an evening of local bands per-
forming live. Lineup subject to change.
Aug. 14: Spencer LaJoye, The Grace
Note, Stissing Center, 2950 Church St.,
Pine Plains. With a weathered acoustic
guitar and a loop pedal, they build songs in
real time, layering crystalline vocals into
arrangements that feel at once simple 
and expansive, 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
$20. www.thestissingcenter.org or (518)
771-3339
Aug. 14-15: Live Music at the Towne
Crier Cafe, 379 Main St., Beacon. Aug. 14:
Superunknown: Solo Acoustic Chris
Cornell Tribute, 8:30 p.m. Tickets $30
advance, $35 door. Aug. 15: Manticore –
The Tribute to Emerson Lake & Palmer,
8:30 p.m. Tickets $30 advance, $35 door.
(845) 855-1300 or www.townecrier.com
Aug. 14-23: “Comedy of Errors,”
Churchtown Dairy, 357 Cty. Rte. 12,
Hudson. The Columbia County Players
presents “The Comedy of Errors” at the
Churchtown Dairy “Globe” at the round
barn. Written around 1594, the play
explores themes of displacement, identity,
separation, and belonging that remain
strikingly relevant today. As contemporary
audiences witness the challenges faced by
immigrants and displaced people around
the world, Shakespeare’s comedy reminds
us that beneath its mistaken identities and
farcical humor lies a deeply human story of
families searching for one another and for
a place to call home. Performances: Fri.-
Sun., 7:30 p.m. Free. ColumbiaCounty
Players.org
Aug. 14-Sept. 6: “Groundhog Day The
Musical,” The Center for Performing Arts
at Rhinebeck, 661 Rte. 308, Rhinebeck.
Up In One Productions presents the criti-
cally acclaimed musical inspired by the
hilarious film starring Bill Murray, and fea-
tures a book by original co-screenwriter
Danny Rubin and a sharp, witty score by
Tony Award nominee, Tim Minchin (Matilda
the Musical). The cheery townsfolk of
Puxatawny, PA are ready for their favorite
Groundhog to predict an early spring. After
disdainfully covering the rodent’s negative
forecast, Phil Connors, a seasoned, big-
city weatherman, awakens the next day
only to discover it’s February 2nd again.
And again. And again. Will Phil accept that
he is doomed to repeat the same day over
and over? Or will he find the courage to
change himself and his fate? Parental dis-
cretion advised (age 13+). Performances:
Fri., 7:30 p.m.; Sat. & Sun., 2:30 p.m.

Tickets $29. (845) 876-3080 or www.cen
terforpeformingarts.org
Aug. 14, 21: Guided Landscape Walk,
Staatsburgh State Historic Site, Old Post
Rd., Staatsburg. “What You See and What
You Don’t See,” a guided walk through the
estate’s grounds that explores how the
landscape was designed to reflect the 
luxurious lifestyle of Staatsburgh’s owners,
while deliberately hiding the turn-of-
the-century technology and labor that
made the estate run, 10 a.m. Free.
Reservations required: https://Bookeo.com
/StaatsburghSHS
Aug. 15: “A Closer Look: A Curator-
Guided Exploration of the Hidden &
Hard-to-See,” In this special 90-minute
tour, Staatsburgh’s curator will focus on a
selection of objects that are not easily seen
on tour or which tell a special story, 2 p.m.
This version of the tour will focus on all
things France including the French objects,
furniture, and architecture in the house.
Note: The Aug. 8 tour will be followed by a
free concert of French music on the grand
portico; see separate listing on this page
for details. Cost: $12/adults, $10/seniors &
students, children 12 & under free.
Reservations required: https://Bookeo.com
/StaatsburghSHS
Aug. 15: Millbrook Summer Concert
Series, Bandshell, Franklin Ave.,
Millbrook. The Laura Evans Group, eclec-
tic jazz, 6 p.m. Free. Bring a lawn chair or
blanket. www.millbrookartsgroup.org
Aug. 15: Presentation & Bioblitz, Beatrix
Farrand Garden at Bellefield, on the
grounds of the FDR Library & Home, Hyde
Park. Ashley Gamell presents “Tiny
Garden Wonders,” 10:30-11:15 a.m. While
plants stay rooted in place, the bounty of
strange and colorful insects and other visi-
tors they attract is an ever-shifting world of
surprise and delight. Zoom in and tune into
this world with our Director of Horticulture,
then head out to explore it. Cost $15. The
presentation will be followed by the annual
Bioblitz citizen science effort, 11:15-11:45
a.m., where you can help gather photos
and data on the garden’s insect visitors.
https://beatrixfarrandgarden.org/
Aug. 15, 22: Staatsburg Village Walking
Tour. Staatsburgh State Historic Site offers
a 2-hour walk in the village of Staatsburg,
exploring the estate’s close relationship
with the nearby village and its connection
to the Mills family, 10 a.m. A guide will 
discuss historic buildings and highlight 

hidden locations in the village that 
demonstrate Staatsburg’s vibrant past and
the lasting legacy of Ruth and Ogden Mills
beyond the estate walls. Free, but 
reservations required: https://Bookeo.com/
StaatsburghSHS
Aug. 16: Walkway Connections: The
First Known African Residents of New
Paltz, Walkway Over the Hudson Ulster
Welcome Center, Highland. In July 1680,
New Paltz Patentee, Christian Deyo, pur-
chased an enslaved African man named
Jack from New York City physician,
Hartman Wessels. Nine years later,
Christian’s son, Pierre Deyo, purchased an
enslaved African girl named Betty from a
trafficker in New York City named James
Barré. These are the first recorded pur-
chases of enslaved Africans in the commu-
nity of New Paltz, and Jack and Betty are
the earliest recorded African residents of
the town. Ulster County Historian Eddie
Moran will guide attendees through docu-
mentary sources to discuss what we know
about Jack and Betty, and what their lives
in New Paltz may have been like, 2-3 p.m.
www.walkway.org
August 16, 23 & 30: Guided Hike:
History Hidden in the Woods,
Staatsburgh State Historic Site, Old Post
Rd., Staatsburg. Have you ever wondered
what some of the ruins within Mills and
Norrie State Parks might be? The beautiful
park land was once the setting for grand
Hudson Riverfront estates. This 2-hour
guided hike will lead visitors through the
park, exploring the history of three historic
estates: from Staatsburgh’s founding as a
gentleman’s farm in the 1700s to the devel-
opment of The Point and Stonehurst
estates in the 19th century. 10 a.m. The
hike is approximately 1.5 miles of uneven
terrain, requiring study footwear. Free.
Reservations required: https://Bookeo.com
/StaatsburghSHS
Aug. 17: Rhinebeck’s Movies Under the
Starrs, Thompson-Mazzarella Town Park,
Rhinebeck. Free movie series; films start
at sunset. Aug. 17: “Apollo 13,” 7:51 p.m.
More info on Facebook; or contact Frank
Intervallo at (914) 329-8615 or frankinter-
vallo@gmail.com.weather permitting.
Aug. 19: Twilight Music in the Park,
Walkway Over the Hudson’s Ulster
Welcome Center, Highland. Featuring free
acoustic music performances by local
musicians from the Hudson Valley, 6-7
p.m. This week: The Crew Duo, classic
sing-alongs. www.walkway.org

A & E CALENDAR
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BOSTON, MA - In recognition of
their outstanding academic achievement,
Emmanuel College has named more than
850 students to the Dean’s List for the
Spring 2026 semester. Local students
include Olivia Wynkoop of Clinton
Corners and Sarah Marchant of Clinton
Corners.

To earn a spot on the Dean’s List,
Emmanuel students must achieve a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher for a 16-
credit semester.

UNION, NJ - Amber Ortiz of Pleasant
Valley has been named to Kean
University’s Spring 2026 Dean’s List.

Amber, a Psychology student at Kean,
is among more than 4,500 students recog-
nized for academic achievement, disci-
pline and dedication throughout the
semester.

The Dean’s List honors undergraduate
students who complete at least 12 credits
and earn a semester grade-point average
of 3.45 or higher.

SCRANTON, PA - Local residents
were among nearly 1,900 students named
to The University of Scranton’s Dean’s
List for the 2026 spring semester.

Local students include:
MaryJayne M. Cipriano of Staatsburg,

a junior occupational therapy major in the
University’s Leahy College of Health
Sciences.

Ainsley J. Farrell of Hyde Park, a sen-
ior nursing major in the University's
Leahy College of Health Sciences.

The Dean’s List recognizes students
for academic excellence. A student must
have a grade point average of 3.5 or bet-
ter with a minimum number of credit
hours during the semester to make the
Dean’s List. The list includes students
from the Jesuit university’s College of
Arts and Sciences, Kania School of
Management and the Leahy College of
Health Sciences.

WORCESTER, MA - Julia Biamonte
of Hyde Park was named to the College
of the Holy Cross Spring 2026 Dean’s
List.

A member of the Class of 2026,
Biamonte was named to the Dean’s List
for outstanding academic achievement
during the spring semester of the 2025-26
academic year.

To qualify, students must pass four or
more letter-graded courses with no failing
grades during the semester and earn a
GPA of 3.5 or higher.

MADISON, NJ - Students at Fairleigh
Dickinson University’s Metropolitan
Campus, located in Teaneck, NJ, have
been named to the Honors Lists for the
Spring 2026 semester.

Local students include Cassandra
Gallagher of Poughquag and Kaiyla Gard
of Stormville.

To qualify for the Honors List, a stu-
dent must carry a 3.5 or better grade point
average out of a possible 4.0 and be
enrolled in a minimum of 12 letter-
graded hours (four courses).

COLLEGE NOTES

EXHIBITIONS
Arts Mid-Hudson Gallery, 696 Dutchess Turnpike, Suite F, Poughkeepsie. Through
Sept. 27: “Tensions & Triumph: Art Born from Resilience and Renewal,” a group exhibi-
tion featuring the work of Arts Mid-Hudson member artists exploring themes of resilience,
transformation, and hope through a diverse collection of artistic perspectives. Closing
Reception Artist Talk: Sun., Sept. 27, 1-3 p.m. The afternoon will also feature a special
performance by Zelda, aka Judith Z. Miller, beginning at 1:10 p.m.
www.artsmidhudson.org or (845) 454-3222
Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center, 9 &12 Vassar St., Poughkeepsie. Through August:
Featured in the Victorian Gallery at 9 Vassar St. is multidisciplinary artist Shirley Parker-
Benjamin and photographer Onaje Benjamin. At 12 Vassar St., painter Meghan
McDonough presents her artwork in the Reception Gallery, and visual artist Mukta is
showcased in the Hancock Gallery. The Hancock Gallery and Reception Gallery are open
Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. but visitors should stop by 9 Vassar St. first or call the
Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center Office at (845) 486-4571 for access. The 12 Vassar St.
Galleries are also open during events at the VBI Theatre. More info about the artists at
cunneen-hackett.org.
Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center, Vassar College, 124 Raymond Ave., Poughkeepsie.
Through Aug. 30: “Atelier 17: Myths in Motion,” part of “The Atelier 17 Project,” a series
of exhibitions and programs commemorating the centennial of one of the 20th century’s
most influential printmaking workshops, which was founded by Stanley William Hayter in
Paris in 1927 and was renowned for its spirit of collaboration, experimentation, and tech-
nical innovation. Through Sept. 20: “A Living Legacy: Gifts from Lynn Gross Straus,” The
exhibition celebrates the life and generosity of Lynn Gross Straus (1925–2023), Vassar
Class of 1946, a philanthropist, adventurer, avid art collector, and champion of early child-
hood education. (845) 437-5632 or https://www.vassar.edu/theloeb
Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library & Museum, William J. vanden Heuvel
Gallery, 4097 Albany Post Rd. (Rte. 9), Hyde Park. Through Dec. 6: Special exhibition,
“Declaring the Revolution: America’s Printed Path to Independence -- Historical Works
from the David M. Rubenstein Americana Collection.” Between 1765 and 1783, the 13
American colonies, once separate possessions of Great Britain, strove to become a self-
governing, democratic alliance with a shared identity and destiny. This struggle is known
as the American Revolution. In the process, 18th-century Americans defended their liber-
ties as citizens, protested their second-class political status, organized economic boy-
cotts, established fighting forces and shadow governments, and affirmed their legal
bonds with one another. This was all done through “declarations” of various kinds, which
were all expressed through the dominant medium of the time: print. The supreme exam-
ple of printed democratic aspirations is the Declaration of Independence. Regular Library
and Museum admission applies to view the exhibit. www.fdrlibrary.org
Hessel Museum of Art, Center for Curatorial Studies, Bard College (CCS Bard),
Annandale-on-Hudson. Through Nov. 29: “Uman: In Between,” a solo exhibition explor-
ing over two decades of creative practice by the painter Uman, marking the pathbreaking
artist’s most comprehensive survey to date. Featuring more than 100 works, the exhibi-
tion will trace the evolution of Uman’s prolific painting practice from the intimate portraits
she made in the 2000s to the commanding images she creates today, including two new
murals developed for the exhibition. https://ccs.bard.edu/
Millbrook Library, 3 Friendly Lane, Millbrook. Through Aug. 22: “PLACE | MEANT,”
exhibition by Laura Cannamela, Monica Church, Elisa Lendvay, Susan Newmark &
Barbara Todd. www.millbrooklibrary.org
Millbrook Vineyards & Winery, 26 Wing Rd., Millbrook. Through Nov. 15: Arts Mid-
Hudson and Millbrook Vineyards & Winery Present 2026 Art in the Loft, a juried exhibi-
tion and sale of fine art featuring 16 AMH member artists. Wine Label Competition:
Visitors are invited to vote for their favorite piece to be featured on an exclusive wine
label. www.artsmidhudson.org/art-in-the-loft
Morton Memorial Library, 82 Kelly St., Rhinecliff. Through Sept. 4: “Photos of
Rhinecliff,” photographs by Bruce Murphy. (845) 876-2903
Thomas Cole National Historic Site, 218 Spring St., Catskill. Through December:
“Circles of Influence: Thomas Cole and the American Landscape Movement,” In Thomas
Cole’s Library Gallery. New exhibition explores the rapid influence that Thomas Cole and
his work had on other 19th-century artists, including Susie M. Barstow, Albert Bierstadt,
Ralph Albert Blakelock, Frederic Edwin Church, Mary B. Cole, Thomas Cole, Sarah Cole,
Jasper Francis Cropsey, Asher B. Durand, John Frederick Kensett, Mary Josephine
Walters, and Worthington Whittredge. Through December: “Emily Cole & Valerie
Hegarty: LIFE CYCLES” presents a visual dialogue of two craft-based women artists
across three centuries:19th-century artist Emily Cole, daughter of Thomas Cole, and
21st-century artist Valerie Hegarty. The spotlight exhibition juxtaposes more than 30
works of painted porcelain and works on paper by Emily Cole (1843–1913) with a mixed-
media installation by Hegarty. The work by Valerie Hegarty was made specifically for the
Thomas Cole Site in 2025 and explores the connection between Thomas Cole and Emily
Cole and their fascination with cycles of life, while considering Hegarty’s own relationship
with her mother.  www.thomascole.org
Tyte Gallery, 3280 Franklin Ave., 2nd floor, Millbrook. Through Aug. 26: “Architecture of
Awareness,” a solo exhibition by New York-based artist and architect Seth Howe, 
curated by Sharon Bates. 
WomensWork.art, 12 Vassar St., 3rd Floor, Poughkeepsie. Through Aug. 30: “The Five
Freedoms,” a national juried group exhibition highlighting the five freedoms outlined in the
First Amendment: Freedom of Speech, Freedom of Religion, Freedom of the Press,
Freedom to Assemble, and Freedom to Petition the Government. Artists Talk: Sun., Aug.
30, 1-3 p.m. www.womenswork.art

ATTENTION ART GALLERIES
E-mail exhibition listings to:

creativeliving@sdutchessnews.com

Poughkeepsie senior awarded
scholarship to attend

Tennessee State University

Poughkeepsie High School graduating
senior Zoe King received a $2,000 schol-
arship (renewable for a second year) cre-
ated to support an African American
Poughkeepsie High School senior who
plans to further their education. Zoe King
will attend the Historically Black
University Tennessee State University in
Nashville.

Ms. King’s goal is “to graduate college
and come back to my community and
educate the youth on the importance of
education.” She will study health science
in preparation for a Dentistry degree,
having already interned in a
Poughkeepsie dentist office.

“Her strong connection to her commu-
nity, commitment to personal growth, and

dedication to giving back make her an
outstanding candidate for scholarship
support,” said Kelly Semexant, College
Readiness and Workforce Education
Counselor in the Poughkeepsie City
School District

Poughkeepsie Friends Meeting
(Quakers) was honored to present Ms.
King the first scholarship award certifi-
cate at the June Poughkeepsie High
School Awards Ceremony.

Poughkeepsie Friends (Quakers)
Meeting meets for silent worship each
Sunday at 10 a.m. at Oakwood Friends
School, 22 Spackenkill Road,
Poughkeepsie. Find more information at
https://www.poughkeepsiequakers.org/.

Poughkeepsie High School graduating senior Zoe King (center) received a $2,000 
scholarship (renewable for a second year) created to support an African-American
Poughkeepsie High School senior who plans to further their education. Seen here with King
is her mother (Nashon Anderson), grandmother (Michelle DeWitt), PHS College Readiness
and Workforce Education Counselor (Kelly Semexant) and Poughkeepsie Friends Meeting
Scholarship Committee members (from the left) Renelda Walker, Ann Costello-Rockrohr and
Richard Mattocks. Courtesy photo
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OBITUARIES
Keith Burkhardt

FORMERLY OF RED HOOK – Keith
Alden Burkhardt, age 78, was born on July
11, 1947 to Richard and Marion (French)
Burkhardt, from Red Hook, and passed away
in Cullman, Alabama on Friday July 3, 2026
after a long illness.

He was preceded in death by his parents.
He is survived by his sister, Carol Potts, Eva,
AL and brothers, Brian E. Burkhardt, Stoney
Creek, NY and Craig Burkhardt, (Dayle),
Hyde Park, NY and daughter Laura Kindred
from Maine. He is also survived by 2 nieces
and 3 nephews.

He lived in the Red Hook area for most of
his life until he moved to Alabama in 2009.

Charlotte DeGroff
HYDE PARK – Charlotte H. DeGroff, 91,

of Poughkeepsie, NY, died on Tuesday,
August 4, 2026, at the Hudson Valley Hospice
House in Hyde Park.

Born on August 6, 1934, in Huntington,
WV, she was the daughter of the late Philip
Bradley and Charlotte Brown Harder.

Charlotte earned her bachelor’s degree
from Marshall University in Huntington, West
Virginia. Throughout her life, she carried a
deep appreciation for learning, community,
and meaningful connection.

She worked for many years as an assistant
attendance director and a juvenile probation
officer in Huntington. Later she worked at
Hudson River Psychiatric Center in
Poughkeepsie, serving in the Human Services
and Rehabilitation Department until her
retirement. Her work reflected her steady
compassion, patience, and commitment to
helping others.

Charlotte enjoyed playing bridge and was
a communicant of St. James' Episcopal
Church in Hyde Park.

She was predeceased by her first husband,
Raymond M. Sloan, and her second husband,
Willard J. DeGroff, as well as her son,
Raymond M. Sloan III (d. 2022).

Charlotte is survived by her daughters,
Charlotte P. Sloan of Rhinebeck, NY, and

Judith B. Henson and husband, Mike, of
Huntington, WV; five grandchildren; four
great-grandchildren; and her sister, Judith H.
Douglass of Hyde Park, NY.

She will be remembered for her gentle
nature, her devotion to family, and the quiet
strength she carried throughout her life.

Funeral services took place on Saturday,
August 8, 2026, at St. James Episcopal
Church, Hyde Park. Burial followed at Union
Cemetery of Mellenville, Mellenville, NY.
Charlotte’s family respectfully requests
memorial donations to St. James Episcopal
Church in Hyde Park, NY. 

Arrangements are under the direction of
Sweet’s Funeral Home, Inc., Hyde Park.

To send an online condolence, please visit
Charlotte’s obituary page at www.sweetsfu-
neralhome.com.

Samuel Hamill
HYDE PARK – Samuel Hamill passed

away peacefully at home in Hyde Park on
August 6, 2026 at the age of 93. Born on
March 21, 1933 in Portrush, Ireland, Sam was
the son of Samuel J. and Agnes Hamill. Sam
and his family arrived in America in 1951.

On June 3, 1956 at the First
Congregational Church in Poughkeepsie, NY
he married the love of his life, Matilda (Tillie)
Hamill, who predeceased him in May 2025.
Together they built a life filled with love and
cherished memories for 68 years. Blessed
with three children; Brian (Susan) Hamill,
Sharon (Robert) Foster, Donna (William)
Ferrante, they also had 4 cherished grandchil-
dren: Melissa (Ryan) Whelchel, Robert
(Brianna) Foster, Craig Ferrante and Alexis
Ferrante and one great grandson, Raylan
Whelchel. Sam had 30 nieces and nephews
and several great nieces and great nephews.
He was the quintessential family man; hard
working and dedicated in order to provide his
family with the American dream.

After serving two years in the United
States Army, he had a long career with the
Postal Service, retiring in1992. In retirement,
Sam and Tillie moved to the Carolinas where

they lived and loved for more than 20 years.
Sam had a passion for sports. It started in
Ireland as a dream of being a professional
goalie and continued on as a coach for the
Poughkeepsie Soccer league. Beyond rooting
for the Linfield football club in South Belfast,
Ireland, Sam was an avid fan of the local
sports teams, NY Giants, NY Rangers, NY
Knicks and the San Francisco (formerly NY)
Giants baseball.

The family would like to thank the staff at
Hudson Valley Hospice, especially the nurses,
music therapist, social worker, and chaplain.

Calling hours to honor and celebrate Sam’s
life were held at William G. Miller & Son FH,
Inc., Poughkeepsie, NY on Tuesday, August
11, 2026.

In lieu of flowers the family requests that
donations be made to Hudson Valley Hospice
in memory of our father.

To leave an online condolence, please visit
wmgmillerfuneralhome.com 

Diane Zipprich
BEEKMAN – Diane Hughes Zipprich, 84,

a lifelong area resident, passed away peace-
fully on August 3, 2026 at the Paramount at
Somers Rehabilitation and Nursing Center.

Born at St. Francis Hospital in
Poughkeepsie on August 31, 1941, she was
the daughter of the late Eugene and Marion
(Pike) Hughes. A dedicated student and pas-
sionate caregiver, Diane graduated from
Arlington High School Class of 1958, St.
Francis School of Nursing in 1961, and
received her BS in Columbia University in
1966. Diane dedicated her life to the nursing
profession, sharing her knowledge as a nurs-
ing instructor at St. Francis Hospital and serv-
ing with compassion at Butterfield Hospital in
Cold Spring and St. Francis Hospital in
Poughkeepsie, before retiring from the Elant
Nursing Home in Wappingers Falls.

A lifelong parishioner of St. Denis Church
in Hopewell Junction, Diane’s unwavering
faith shaped her life. She co-coordinated the
Hearts and Hands Outreach program for
many years and served as a Eucharistic
Minister at both St. Denis Church and Vassar

Brothers Medical Center. Diane also complet-
ed 4 years of New York Bible School through
the Archdiocese of New York.

Diane’s greatest joy came from her family.
She cherished every moment spent with her
loved ones, especially her grandchildren.
Beautiful memories were created through
family trips, including cruises with her hus-
band, Edgar, with whom she shared an endur-
ing love of 60 years, having married on
January 22, 1966, at St. Denis Church. Diane
also found delight in the simple pleasures of
life, from caring for her beloved cat, Minka,
to observing the birds at her feeder and gath-
ering for lunch with friends, particularly her
fellow St. Francis alumni, as well as cooking
meals for her family and listening to music.

In addition to her husband, Diane is also
survived by her children and their spouses,
Diane and Michael Greiner, Paul and Bonnie
Zipprich, Rosanne and Mark English; her sis-
ter, Marion Dudek; her sister-in-law, Klara
Laks (and family), brother-in-law, Ferdinand
Zipprich, and brother-in-law, Alfred Zipprich
(and family); and her cherished grandchil-
dren, Emma Zipprich, Megan Zipprich, Luke
Zipprich, Mikayla Greiner, Garrett Greiner,
Jennifer Wittler (and family), and Kristine
Cothren (and family).

The family would also like to express their
heartfelt gratitude to all relatives and friends
who provided Diane with comfort and
encouragement during her illness, and grati-
tude for the extraordinary care the staff of the
Essex Wing at the Paramount at Somers
showed to Diane, especially Nurse Danielle
Reaves.

Calling hours will be held on Friday, Sept.
11, 2026 from 2-4 and 6-8pm at the McHoul
Funeral Home, Inc., 895 Route 82, Hopewell
Junction. The Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2026 at 10am at
St. Denis Church, 602 Beekman Road,
Hopewell Junction followed by interment in
St. Denis Cemetery.

Memorial donations may be made to St.
Denis Church, PO Box 10, Hopewell
Junction, NY 12533.
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Contact Us

Call:
845-297-3723
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845-297-6810
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· Southern Dutchess News

· Beacon Free Press

• Northern Dutchess News Classified
Place your ad today! Call 297-3723 Fax your ad today! 297-6810Deadline Thurs at 3 p.m • Publication Wednesday

200

Services

219

Attorney Legal

204

Health

201

Home Improvement

295

Financial

226

Travel Services

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A
cheaper alternative to high drugstoreprices !
50 Pill Special - Only $99! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-877-468-3979
___________________________________

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS!
Discover Oxygen Therapy That Moves with
You with Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE information kit. 
Call 1-877-536-0251
___________________________________AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER?

STORM DAMAGE?  You need a local
expert provider that proudly stands behind
their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. Call 1-877-318-7982
___________________________________

BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in as little as
ONE DAY! Superior quality bath and show-
er systems at AFFORDABLE PRICES!
Lifetime warranty & professional installs.
Call Now! 1-877-271-0003
___________________________________

Safe Step. North America’s #1 Walk-In-Tub.
Comprehensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation and service. Now
featuring our FREE shower package and
$1600 Off for a limited time! Call today!
Financing available. Call Safe Step 
1-855-916-5473
___________________________________

Prepare for power outages with Briggs &
Stratton® PowerProtect(TM) standby gener-
ators - the most powerful home standby
generators available. Industry-leading com-
prehensive warranty - 7 years ($849 value.)
Proudly made in the U.S.A. Call Briggs &
Stratton 1-888-605-1496
___________________________________

Prepare for power outages today with a
Generac Home Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year warranty with
qualifying purchase. Call 1-877-516-1160
today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just
a generator. It’s a power move
___________________________________

PEST CONTROL:  PROTECT YOUR
HOME from pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite,
Spiders and other pests. Locally owned and 
affordable. Call for service or an inspection

today! 1-877-290-0023 Have zip code of

property ready when calling!
___________________________________

Do you know what’s in your water? Leaf
Home Water Solutions offers FREE water
testing and whole home water treatment
systems that can be installed in as little one
day.  15% off your entire purchase. Plus
10% senior & military discounts.
Restrictions apply. Schedule your FREE
test today. Call 1-866-247-5728

___________________________________

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don’t Accept
the insurance company’s first offer. Many
injured parties are entitled to major cash 
settlements. Get a free evaluation to see
what your case is really worth. 100% Free
Evaluation. Call Now: 1-877-315-0990.. Be
ready with your zip code to connect with the
closest provider
___________________________________

SAVE ON YOUR TRAVEL PLANS! Up to
75% More than 500 AIRLINES and 300,000
HOTELS across the world. Let us do the
research for you for FREE! 
Call: 877 988 7277
___________________________________

521

Internet

Audien Hearing. The world’s first hearing
aid with touchscreen controls. No tiny 
buttons, apps or prescriptions. 45-day risk
free trial. Free shipping. Lifetime support.
More than 1.5 million happy customers. 
Call Audien 1-855-484-2093.
___________________________________

End your tax worries today. Let us make
your tax problem our priority. Scared, stuck
with high tax amounts? Our A+ tax 
professionals can help. Call for a FREE
consultation. Call Priority Tax now 
1-877-663-7719
___________________________________

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free
Install, Free HD DVR Upgrade, 80,000 On-
Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time Up To
$600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-866-782-4069
___________________________________

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited Talk, Text and
Data For Just $25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price! Call Today and
Get The Latest iPhone Every Year On Us! 
844-329-9391
___________________________________

AFFORDABLE TV & INTERNET. If you are
overpaying for your service, call now for a
free quote and see how much you can
save! 1-877-461-0663
___________________________________

DIRECTV- All your
entertainment.
Nothing on your
roof! Sign up for
Direct and get your
first three months of
Max, Paramount+,
Showtime, Starz,
MGM+ and Cinemax
included. Choice
package $84.99/mo. 
Some restrictions
apply. Call
DIRECTV  
1-888-534-6918
________________

300

Real Estate

We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!   No
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three
step process: Call, get cash offer and get
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-888-704-5670
___________________________________

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable,
nationwide coverage as the largest carriers.
No long-term contract, no hidden fees and
activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just
$20/month. For more information, call 
1-844-919-1682
___________________________________

516

Misc. Merchandise

521

Internet

905

Autos

Wanted

Donate your car
today, running or
not. Support
Patriotic Hearts for
our Veterans and
their Families! Free
fast pickup. Max tax
deduction. Se habla

Espanol. Call now:

844-415-1229
________________

Get a break on your
taxes! Donate your
car, truck, or SUV to
assist the blind and
visually impaired.
Arrange a swift, no-
cost vehicle pickup
and secure a gener-
ous tax credit for
2026. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today
at 1-855-484-3467
today!
________________

We buy 8,000 cars a
week. Sell your old,
busted or junk car
with no hoops, hag-
gles or headaches.
Sell your car to
Peddle. Easy three
step process. Instant
offer. Free pickup.
Fast payment. Call
1-855-403-3374

________________
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· Southern Dutchess News

· Beacon Free Press

• Northern Dutchess News Classified
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Call an Expert

������� ������� ���t���
Upgrade your gutters this summer!

LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

e
r

Sum m e r Sale

…– Call 1-844-668-1725

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year
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˝O⁄ƒ…/˝fl.–…⁄O˝˙˝˙•–ƒ›†‡.Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

Backed by #1 Network Coverage and 
Customer Satisfaction.*

OVER 50? UNLIMITED  
FOR JUST $35/MONTH.

Switch & Save Today. 844-919-1682
©  2026 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. Plans shown above include $5 credit for AutoPay and E-billing. Taxes and other fees apply. Credit 

approval required for new service. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. For unlimited plans, high-speed data is reduced after 
35GB on single-line plans and 50GB of combined usage on multi-line plans for the remainder of your billing cycle. Unlimited data plans only for customers age 50+. *2025 
ACSI® Survey of customers rating their own wireless service provider. ACSI® and its logo are registered trademarks of the American Customer Satisfaction Index LLC. For 
more about the ACSI®, visit www.theacsi.org.

DENTAL
Insurance

Product/features not available in all states fi
fi fi –

6370

®

1-855-225-1434
Dental50Plus.com/NYPress

 CALL 1-888-704-5670
Not for mobile homes, not for homes listed on the market

We work fast and are ready to help with your sale 
when you are. Call today to see if our fast cash 

offer aligns with your home sale needs!

Selling my home with Liz Buys Houses was a 
game-changer!

-Michael Beck

“
”

We buy homes nationwide

No commission or fees

Close on your timeline

No repairs or inspections

Get Your FREE Cash Offer

SELL YOUR HOUSE FAST FOR CASH
No Repairs. No Showings. DONE this week!

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. 
Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions may apply. Offer available in select 

markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $2,000 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-916-5473
New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf 
of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may 
not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by 
telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service 
providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. 
Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights 
reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

CALL TODAY!  1.855.492.6084

LIMITED TIME OFFER

5050%% OFFOFF
Installation

FREE ESTIMATEFREE ESTIMATE 
SCHEDULE TODAY!SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call 1.855.492.6084

300

Real Estate

“I treat each & every one of my

buyers & sellers like family.”
As a consistent top

producer fo the last

28 years, I would

like the opportunity

to help you, as I

have the knowl-

edge & experience

to et the job done.

AMERICAN STUMP

GRINDING

Professional Stump Grinding
Years of Experience

Great Prices

Call Bill at 914-760-0331 

or 845-226-0839

Answers to this
week’s diversions 

(puzzles on page 12)

S U D O K U
This week’s answer 

Suguru solution
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
repairs in the afternoon.

LaGrange Library Fill-A-Bag 
Book Sale starts Aug. 15

The LaGrange Association Library will have a Fill-
A-Bag Book Sale from Aug. 15 to 29 during our regu-
lar library hours. Come fill a bag full of goodies from
the library’s Book Nook for a donation of $5 to the
library.

Paper bags will be provided, or bring your own.
The library is at 1110 Route 55 in Lagrangeville.

Call (845) 452-3141 or visit https://laglib.org for more
information.

ERVK to present ‘Skills for 
Disagreeing Better’ on Aug. 15

The Eleanor Roosevelt Center at Val-Kill (ERVK)
will host “Skills for Disagreeing Better,” a workshop by
Braver Angels, on Saturday, Aug. 15, from 12:30 to 3
p.m., at The Playhouse at the Eleanor Roosevelt
National Historic Site, 106 Valkill Park Road, Hyde
Park. The event is free, but registration is required at
https://ervk.org.

This free workshop in collaboration with Braver
Angels, a volunteer-led, cross-partisan movement
that brings together Americans to bridge the political
divide, reduce stereotypes, and practice civil dia-
logue. The “Skills for Disagreeing Better” workshop
helps participants understand the values and con-
cerns of those who differ from them politically, and
teaches essential skills for communicating across dif-
ferences and finding common ground.

Flag Changing Ceremony on Walkway Aug. 16
The American Legion Post 739 will present its

monthly Flag Changing Ceremony on the Walkway
Over the Hudson on Sunday, Aug. 16, from noon to
12:30 p.m. The ceremony honors our region’s veter-
ans and their service to our country. These events are
open to all who wish to attend.

‘Amenia’s Spycatcher’ set Aug. 21-23
The Amenia Historical Society presents “Amenia’s

Spycatcher,” a new historical drama by local resident
George Bistransin set during the American Revolution
in Amenia, on Aug. 21 and 22 at 8 p.m., and Aug. 23
at 2 p.m., at the Amenia Town Hall Theater, 4988
Route 22, Amenia.  The play takes inspiration from
“Grandmother’s Spy” by Judge Ephraim Paine’s
descendant, which tells how his wife Mary Paine
caught a man who she believed was a British Spy.
Admission is free. Reservations recommended at
https://ameniaspycatcher.eventbrite.com

Grace Church Golf & Dinner benefit 
set Sept. 14 at Millbrook Golf & Tennis Club
On Monday, Sept. 14, Grace Episcopal Church in

Millbrook will host its annual golf tournament and din-
ner benefit. Each year, two noteworthy individuals are
honored for their outstanding service to Grace Church
(Pillar of Grace) and the community at large (Pillar of
the Community). This year’s honorees are Cathy
Shanks and Skip Ciferri.

The event, which takes place at the Millbrook Golf
& Tennis Club in Millbrook, includes 18 holes of golf,
with tee times at either 8 a.m. or 1 p.m. Golf includes
breakfast and lunch, on-course refreshments, golf
cart, raffle, a 50/50 cash drawing, and valuable prizes.
Dinner begins at 5 p.m. with a cocktail hour, silent
auction, and an excellent meal.

Registration is now open for sponsorships, golf,
and dinner. Attendance costs $175 for golf, $175 for
dinner, and $250 for golf and all meals. To register,
contact the church office (845) 677-3064 or
office@gracemillbrook.org) or co-chair James
Prudden (914-482-3525 or
james.prudden@gmail.com). Registration can also
be completed online at www.gracemillbrook.org.
Registrations required by August 31.

‘A Day of Music & Nature’ for children 
set Aug. 22 at Beatrix Farrand Garden

On Saturday, Aug. 22, the Beatrix Farrand Garden
Association will present a one-day program that will
immerse children (ages 9 to 12) into the wonder of
African drumming and nature exploration activities.
“Rhythm & Nature: A Day of Music & Nature,” will be
held at the Beatrix Farrand Garden, part of the
Franklin D. Roosevelt National Historic Site, located
at 4097 Albany Post Road in Hyde Park. Children
may register for the morning session, which is the
African drumming session, or the afternoon session,
which is the nature activities session, or enjoy the full
day of discovery.

Families should register at
https://www.viewcy.com/event/rhythm__nature_afri.
Tuition is free due in part to the grant provided by the
Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area.
Reservations must be made by Aug. 15, and permis-
sion forms (required by Aug. 20) will be provided by
emailing ExecDir@bfgahydepark.org.

Parents or guardians are encouraged to remain on
site. Children attending both sessions must be
accompanied by an adult and should bring a lunch to
enjoy together during the break from noon to 1 p.m. in
the lunch pavilion. Children should wear comfortable
clothing suitable for outdoor activities. Children should
bring a water bottle, sunscreen, and a hat.

Rain or shine (covered space available if needed).
Clinton Food Pantry seeks donations

School’s out! Your donations help local families
feed their kids nutritious food all summer long. The
Clinton Food Pantry, located at the Pleasant Plains
Presbyterian Church at the corner of Hollow Road
and Fiddlers Bridge Road, is open every other
Wednesday from 2 to 4 p.m., opening again on
August 5. Drop off your donations to the Town Clerk’s

office. If you have any questions, email Carol Mackin:
townclerk@clintondcny.gov.

Open House set on Saturdays 
at Gen. Montgomery House Museum

On Saturdays through Aug. 22 from 2 to 4 p.m.,
The General Richard Montgomery House Museum-
Chancellor Livingston DAR Chapter House will be
open at 77 Livingston Street. The house belongs to
the chapter and is an accredited museum on the
National Register of Historic Places as part of the
Rhinebeck Village Historic District. Admission is free;
donations welcomed. Open also by appointment.
(845) 871-1777, or email darrhinebeck@gmail.com or
Facebook

Dutchess County to host second 
Older Adults Skills Fair on Aug. 13

Dutchess County Executive Sue Serino and the
County’s Office for the Aging announce the return of
the second annual “Putting Your Skills Back to Work”
Older Adults Skills Fair. This dynamic, free event is
designed for older adults, ages 55 and older, who are
looking to stay active and are interested in meaning-
ful volunteer opportunities or part-time employment.
This year’s fair will be held on Thursday, Aug. 13, from
2 to 4 p.m., at John Jay High School’s gymnasium in
East Fishkill.

There is no RSVP required for guest attendance.
Businesses and nonprofit organizations interested in
hosting a table can call the County Executive’s Office
at 845-486-2000 or visit dutchessny.gov/senior-skills
to reserve a spot.

Repair Cafe set Aug. 15 in Pleasant Valley
On Saturday, Aug. 15, the Pleasant Valley Repair

Cafe will take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the OLD
Town Hall on Main Street. If an item is broken, don’t
toss it. Fixers will make it new again and while you
wait grab a treat. A sharpener on hand all day. Bicycle

Hyde Park CSD transportation maintenance
team recognized by trade magazine

Hyde Park Central School District’s
Transportation Maintenance Team was
selected as a finalist for School
Transportation News (STN) Garage Stars
and is featured in the August edition of
STN magazine.

The team was chosen as a top finalist
out of more than 100 maintenance 
professionals nominated from across the
country. Their hard work often happens
behind the scenes, but it plays a critical
role in keeping students safe and the 
district transportation fleet running
smoothly every day.

“I couldn’t be prouder of the team-
work, adaptability, and commitment to
putting students first that this team has
demonstrated,” said Supervisor of
Transportation Nicole Arteta. “This
recognition is a reflection of their dedica-
tion, professionalism, and the pride they
take in serving our students, families, and
district every day.”

Members of the team are Donald
Cuomo, Christopher Freer, Tyler

Lizewski, Craig Schriro, Raymond
Shook, Michael Simek and James
Watkins. Together, they possess over 45
years of experience.

“Our Transportation Maintenance
Team plays an essential role in the safety
and success of our students. From main-
taining our buses to ensuring students
arrive at school and return home safely,
their hard work does not go unnoticed,”
said Hyde Park Superintendent Dr. Pedro
Roman. “We are grateful for their 
commitment to keeping students safe 
and always putting them first.”

School Transportation News is one of
the leading organizations and 
publications in the school transportation
industry. Submitted by school districts,
private transportation providers, school
bus dealers, and industry vendors, Garage
Stars nominations are evaluated using a
10-point system to identify honorees.
Learn more about STN here:
https://stnonline.com/

Hyde Park Central School District’s Transportation Maintenance Team was selected as a
finalist for School Transportation News (STN) Garage Stars and is featured in the August 
edition of STN magazine. Pictured, from left, are Donald Cuomo, Raymond Shook, James
Watkins, Christopher Freer, Tyler Lizewski, Craig Schriro, Michael Simek. Courtesy photo
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