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Thurston, Cavaccini on ballot in Wappinger
supervisor Republican primary race

Election set June 27

Compiled by Krigtine Coulter

The Republican Primary Election for
Wappinger Town Supervisor is on June 27,
from 6 am. to 9 p.m. Incumbent Wappinger
Supervisor Richard Thurston and Dutchess
County Legidator Joseph Cavaccini will be
on the bdlot for that race. Cavaccini was
endorsed by the Town of Wappinger
Republican Committee, by a29 - 5 vote, in
January. Thurston has been the Town of
Wappinger Supervisor since January 2018.

The Democratic Committee endorsed
Robin Licari, who has no opponent for
aprimary.

Thurston and Cavaccini were emailed
questions from Southern Dutchess News.

Their responses are below.

What experience will you bring to the
Supervisor position?

Thurgton:

First and foremogt, are the many “on-the-
job” experiences that | have learned during
the past 5-1/2 years. Having come from the
commercial sector, | wasableto adopt corpo-
rate practices to make our municipa govern-
ment more trangparent, efficient, and cost-
effective. | also learned how to work with a
variety of talented peoplein challenging their
creativity and encouraging their empathy
when dedling with residentia issues. My 40+
years of experience, including those of my
first 3 terms in office, have dlowed me to
make better decisons and to grow in my
work asapublic servant. Those powerful les-
sonswill enable me to address the myriad of
chdlenges facing our community in the
future. Leadership skills do not come easily.
They are enabled by the collective knowl-
edge that one obtains from years of experi-
ence. As Arigtotle observed: “for the things
we have to learn before we can do them, we
learn by doing them.” While our world has
changed dramatically, our municipal needs
remain fundamentaly the same. Without rgy
myriad of experiences, | would not be half

remarked.
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Richard Thurston

the public servant that | have become.

What experience will you bring to the
Supervisor position?

Cavaccini:

For over adecade, | have served our great
Wappinger community and have worked to
be a trangparent and accessible public offi-
cia. As a two-term Dutchess County
Legidator | have made it my misson to
preserve our quality of life and our
Wappinger family values. As Chairman of
the Legidature's Environment Committeg, |
have consstently advocated to protect our
property values by preventing overdevel op-
ment which causes traffic and overcrowds
our schools. My proven 4-year voting record
in support of our smal businesses, con-

By Kristine Coulter

The 2023 vaedictorian and salutatorian of Roy C. Ketcham
High School (RCK), in the Wappingers Central School District, are
Natalie Hilton and Madison Kaminski respectively.

Natalie Hilton, Valedictorian

“It wasreally exciting,” said Natalie about being told she wasthe
valedictorian. “1 was really happy, and my family was happy.”

Natalie said her favorite subjects are math and science.

Plans for after graduation from RCK are to study chemical engi-
neering at the University of Connecticut, said Natalie.

“1 like how there are so many things involved with that (chemi-
cal engineering). Why things work the way they do,” she

Natalie said she would like to thank her family, which includes
her older brother and younger sister, for everything they have done

Continued on page 11

Joseph Cavaccini

scious development, first responders/veter-
angseniors, and fiscal conservatism has
delivered consecutive County property tax
reductions and $1.1million in grant funding
returned to projects and organizations
in our Town and Village. Real results for
helping families stay in their homes and
improve Wappinger.

Additionally, | believe that my
experience of serving five different
administrations across three towns and
being currently employed to oversee the
day-to-day management of the Town of
Pawling provides me with a unique
ability to be Town Supervisor.
From managing budgets, executing special

Continued on page 10

RCK valedictorian and salutatorian
to study engineering in college

At the top of the RCK Class of 2023
are Natalie Hilton and Madison

Kaminski.
-Photo by Kristine Coulter

Renegades

close in on title
for first half of
league season

By Rich Thomaselli

The Hudson Valley Renegades are
on the brink of a North Division
Championship in the South
Atlantic League.

The league determines its playoffs
by first and second half champions.

Hudson Valley took five of six
games against the Rome, Ga., Braves
during the past week at Heritage
Financial Park.

The Renegades pounded out 15 hits
in a 10-1 victory over the Rome
Braves on Sunday afternoon. With
the win, the Renegades secured a
series victory and preserved their
first-place lead in the SAL North with
three games left to play in the first
half. Their magic number to clinch a
playoff spot has shrunk to two.

Drew Thorpe (6-1) started the
game for Hudson Valley and walked
just two batters while allowing three
hits in six shutout innings. He struck
out the side twice in an inning and
went on to finish with eight total. The
New York Yankees No. 6 prospect
also extended his scoreless streak to
24.1 innings after hurling six more
scoreless innings.

Ben Cowles delivered a walk-off
single in the bottom of the ninth to
hand the Renegades a 4-3 win over
the Rome Braves on Friday night.

In the ninth with the game tied at
three, Kyle Battle was hit by a pitch
on the arm to place the go-ahead run
on base. The next batter, Spencer
Jones, singled to left field to put run-
ners at first and second and just one
out. Cowles then laced a 2-2 pitch
from Peyton Williams (1-1) to right-
center to score Battle and deliver the
‘Gades a4-3 win. For the Renegades,
it was their fourth walk-off win of the
season, and second in as many nights.

Rome began the scoring in the first
with a run against Juan Carela on a
sacrifice fly from Keshawn Ogans.
Carela dazzled after that, tying his
career-highs of 7.0 innings and 10
strikeouts. It was the third straight
start for Carela that he has fanned 10
batters, and he became the first
Renegades pitcher to strike out 10-or-
more batted in three straight starts in
team history. Additionally, the 21-
year-old starter has allowed three or
fewer hits in three of his last
four starts.

Continued on page 7

Southern Dutchess News

« OPEN FOR BUSINESS -

Moniesworth Realty page 3 WKZE- FM page 8 Ulster Savings Bank page 4B

N~
0 Rhinebeck Craft Fair page 3 The Ridge School page 9 Hudson Valley Hospice page 4B
EE McCormack Law page5 Tompkins Bank page 1B Ruge’s Automotive page 16B

S Hudson Valley Foot Assoicates page5 Oasis Mediaspa page 2B INSIDE:

& Adams Fairacre Farms

o Rhinebeck Bank page 6 Libby Fuenral Home page 2B

Summer Home & Garden Magazine
— Impact PR & Communications page 7 FKC&S Attorneys page 3B




SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS June 21, 2023

RE-ELECT
% % % RICHARD L. % % %

1THURSTON

WAPPINGER TOWN SUPERVISOR
Tuesday, June 27th

Honesty, Integrity, Vision, and Experience

DICK STANDS FOR:

. PUBLIC & SCHOOL SAFETY AS PRIORITY #1
. NO TOWN-WIDE TAX HIKE PER ASSESSED VALUE

. PRIORTIZED AFFORDABLE HOUSING FOR OUR SENIORS
-IRST RESPONDERS, AND OUR VETERANS

. STRICT FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY
. SMART ECONOMIC GROWTH PLANS

. PROTECTING OUR RIGHTS FROM
THREATS FROM ALBANY / NYC

DICK

. SECTION 8 HOUSING
. PAY TO PLAY Supported by
. THREATS TO OUR ENVIRONMENT Sheriff Kirk Imperat

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF DICK THURSTON

VOTE—REPUBLICAN PRIMARY
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Third-quarter JJHS honor students named

The administration of John Jay High School in
the Wappingers Central School District
announced  the following students are on the
2023-24 third-quarter honor roll. The honor roll
students are: .

Honor List

Grade: 9

Mason Ackerly, Evan (Marko) Anicic, Carl
Bagdonas, Patiernce Barach, Jazmine Benedict,
Adrian Berisha, Mari Bemabel, Uriel Botchway,
Isabella Cabrera, Sophia Cavaliere, Juliana
Cavarretta, Nicholas Cedeno, Aidan Cerqueira,
Eduardo DeLeon, Dominick DellaMedaglia,
Rayan DeStefano, Sophia Devico, Timothy Dini,
Matthew Doss, Noah Egan, Empress Emanuel,
Sofia Evangelista, Alana Fais, Michael Forlivio,
Maximus Formicola, Abhay Gupta, Teves
Gutierrez, Matthew Hallas, Aidan Hallinan,
Andrew Howard, Daniel Huntz, Peyton Kellam,
Margaret Kennedy, Jolene Kundrat, Makenna
Lavery, Kayla Lema, Edward I__en)_{) Jr, Madasyn
Limer, Brodlie Lippert, Jaeda Lisi, Allison Lojano
Lazo, Joseph Lowe, Gavin Lund, Makenzy
Lynch, Katelynn Martinez, Logan’ Matthews,

ichael Mauro, Arianna Molina, Jonathan
Morocho, Kole Mullen, Nicole Muranelli,
Kaylee Murphy, Kevin O'Sullivan, Ava Paradiso,
Brandon Parker, Annalise Perez, Nina Perri,
Nicholas  Pollock, = Matthew Portanova,
Chrjstogher Prezbyl, Juliet Quercia, Alyssa Rabar,
Emily Reyes, Penelope Réyes, Jason Richards,
Tobias Richy, John Ricofta, Jaylene Romero,
Jenna _ Sakowich, Isabella” Sanchez, Carlos
Sanquing, . Jackson Santiago, Justin Scavino,
Austin Sapg Natalya Session, Harjoban Singh,
Karanpreet Singh, Gabriel Smith, Luke SpitZig,
Maliya Taylor, Lucy Tenny, Sarah Unwalla, Bria
\elazquez, Michael Versace, Genna Vitale,
Matthew \blpe, Makayla Williams, Danica
Wyatt, Andrew Yanl_?, Z0€ Zenhausem

onor List

. Grade: 10 .

Katherine Abrams, Victoria Abt, Malik Akar,
Damian Andre, Vincent Anglofet_tl, Isabella
Bonura, Michael Briggs, Melissa Calixto Garcia,
Joseph Castellazzi, Elfa Castilla, Claudia Castillo,
Olivia Cauthers, _A&astya Chennamsetty, Bryan
Cheun% Estefani Chub_Choc, Angelina Cillla,
James Clarkin, Kenzel Colon, James Considing,
Samantha Corbo, Elizabeth Cronk, Victoria
DellaMedaglia, Adam  DeStefano, Sophia
Devine, Emma Doss, Reese Downey, James
Dumser 11, Madison Etkin, Jeremiah™ Fermin,
Fiona Foy, Ronald Gariolo, Mason Gartner,
Bennet Géraci, Hope Gerkhardt, Anthony Giron,
Logan Giustino, Katherine Gleeson, Leah
Gottschalk, Keavion Hicks, Morgan H|II,AshIeK
Hull, Nicole Hutchison, James Imbrogno, Jose|
Jaccino, Luke Jackob, Sara Khan, Liv Labodin,
Joseph 'Lachowicz, Riley Lalor, Ava Lebron,
Krystina Louis, Alexandra Lucas, Kayla
Lulgjuraj, Sean Mangano, Ariel Marks, Efise
Marold, Juliet Marold, Emma Martin, Nicholas
Melillo, Connor Memon, Izabella Mercurio,
Sophie  Michaelis, Sh}zgl_ee Mittan, Areyanna
Moore, Cara Moran, Allison Morgan, Kaylee
Moy, _SoPhla NaRIeI, Dylan Nansen, Hayat
Nesheiwat, Maura Nestler, Ryan Newbery, Jacob
Newsam, Khoi Nguyen,” Jenna O'Rourke,
Isabella Perri, Lily Pugliese, Nicholas Pugliese,
Bryelle Puig, Juana Quib Ical, Leila Quinones
Radriguez, Jazira Randolph, 'Kyle Ratajczak,
Michael Reilly Jr, Ava Reynolds, Tamia Rhoden,
Riley Riordan, Julio Rodriguez, I, Amhonly
Rubeo, Khushi Salhotra, Elfa Salzman, Noelle
San_flllppok Camden ~ Santiago, Angelina

a,

Saﬁle_nz ate Schaffer, Rando égh Sooqu_m,
Nikki Spencer, Nicole Speroni, Gino_ Stacchini
Thomas_Stasiak, Dylan Sturomski, Gabriel
Timko, Ethan \Asillo, Bella_ Vincento, James
Weihe, Charles Welsh, Justin \Wilcox, Jaden
V\ﬁlel;(/, Hillary Williams, Julia. Wilson, Brandon
Wyskida, . Takahito Yamauchi, Jordyn Zeisler,

Keévin Zhizhpon, Ella Zumbrook

Honor List
Grade: 11

Isabella_Abarca, Trevor Ackerly, Radwan
Ahmad, Doaa Alhaj, Hailey Amato, Caitlin
Andriello, Richard Archer IV Lucas Arouc_aia Ty
Atkinson', Roman Bamett, Edwin Barrett, Tyler
Bennett, David Berko, Ethan Brady, Parker
Bushee, Mikaela Carchi, Sofia Carlone, Amanda
Carroll, Antoning. Casabianca, Jayley Chierg,
Austin Ciancanelli, Sean Clarke, Alycia Conti,
Daniella Curtiss, Stephen Czesak, Bassam
Dahdal, Alessandro DeGaetano, Isabelle
DeMilio, Ryan DeSimone, \eronica Dickman,
Alexis Dudnola, Jared Emanuelo, Matthew
Fakhoury, Victoria Farrell, Gabriela Fazio, Megan
Fedish, “"Anthony_Farlivio, Brianna Forrest,
adison Garcia, Taylor Geaa/, Mark George,
Logan. Gleeson, Joseph Grassi, Dominic
Graveline, Alexandra Greco, Ethan Gregl ,
Samantha Guamo, Nahuel Gutierrez, Brandon
Henry, Lauren Hemandez, Christopher Hidalgo
Jr, Fiona Kenneal& Isabella Klopfer, Kaine
Kohnen, Isabella” Kostik, Alessandra’ Labate,
Katherine_ Lalor, Kaelan Lomas, Nathan
Lu;%urowc Dayanara Maldonado, Kassidy
Martino, Robert Mascia, Hailey Masiello, Lauren
Mastromarco, Da/lan McClean, Kayla
McFarlane, Jaden McKee, Jackson McLaughlin,
Lola Miller, Chloe Morris, Samantha Muller,
Kevin Murphy, Kalen O'Connor, James
O'Sullivan, Kevin Park, Juliana Pino, Claudia
Pokora, Glanna Pondi, Sophia Prianti, Gabriella

=33

THINKING ABOUT BUYING
OR SELLING YOUR HOME?
RETIRING?

Pugliese, Bradley Cégu, Patrick.  Rahilly,
Domenick Ricciardi, Raymond Rivera, Louis
Rizzi, Ryan Romagnoli, Evan Rossi, Sofia
Rufino, Nicholas Russo, Sam Sadik Abdel
Wahab, Gina Sanchez, Sabrina Sanguino,
Sardonyx Santos, Emily Schaffer, Daniela
Spilios, Sheeran Stefano, Aron_Stephen, Felicia
etor, Chloe Toelle, Phoebe Toelle, Madison
Townsend, Audrey Trick, Natasha Valentin

DeLeon, Rylee VanZandt, Mackenzie \elsmid,
Abigale Verrechia, Derek Viebrock, Marlie
WatSon, Owen \Wehmann, Jordan Wilkinson,
Julia Wiltshire, Gabriella Zarro

Honor List

. Grade: 12 )

Christopher Agostinelli, Isabella Annunziata
Kayli Anson, Hansen Bagdonas, Kat a Ballard
Hoysradt, Tyler Beckford Brown, Ilidha Benitez,
Ja}/den Beringer, Sarah Brady, Ava Bredthauer,
Oliver Broun, Gentrit Bugani, Azia Bumett,
Julianna Cole, Grace Concepcion, George Cronk,
Victoria Csanko, Taylor D'Aliso,_ Alexis
Dabrowski, Vincent DéCaprio, Jace DeCicco,
Stacey Del.eon Gomez, Nelson Demelo, Jason
Deng%, Sage Devincenzi, Mia Eade, Luciana
Erazo, Brady Ewing, Youssef Farag, Ryan Fells,
Connor Finn, Shannon Fitzpatrick, Ethan
Fo%aerrigl, Marielena Fordley, Nikkilynn Galletti,
Rol Garfinkel 111, Arianna Gonzalez, Mea
Gonzalez, Gary Guerrero, Sarai Hanks, Lorelei
Hansen, Maiya Hoffman, Kiera Hutchinson,
Sldn%yjackson Madelyn Johnson, Colin Joseph,
Jack Joseph, Sebastian Kaldor, Elizabeth Kimber,
William Kingston, Maxwell Kleid, Jack Koehler,
Eric Kaois, Kelly L%)pln, Angelina_ Lasher,
Matthew Laverde, Aimee Lazo, Elizabeth
Lennane, Anissa Lewis, Emily Linseth, Gabriel
Lopez, Alyssa Lowe, Ryan Lugo, Giuseppe
Martini, Martin Martini, Chelsea Matthews,
Conor McGovern, Ronan_ Milroy, Caitlyn
Moran, Bradley Morrison, Jeremy i\/losciuera
Mite, Marlon™ Muyolema, Dante Nelson,
Alexander Nilsen, Alexander Paszel, Gianna
Picciano, Krista Picciano, Aurora Pierre, Ricardo
Priego Andrade Ko%llelgh Raffaele, Anthony
Rega, Trevaun Rhoden, Sebastian Rodriguez,
Nicolette Sacco, Amanda Salazar, \Alentino
Sardanogg(l)l Taylor Saunders, Harrison Schmict,
Lauren Scoflan, Gabriella Seifert, Salaya Smith,
William Sullivan, Nycole Surju, Maya ia&lo_, Lily
Tivnan, John Tomeéllo, Joseph Torfes, Kaitlynn
Townsend, Maia Tricarico, Amira Vinson,
Benjamin Watt, Gabrielle Whalen, Kyle Winters,
Alyssa Wynne, Eugene Yazzetti [ll, Victoria

Yeznaian .
High Honor Roll
Grade: 9

Reece Abrams, Algjandro Allen Sotomayor,
Dante Alomar, Madison Anderson, Enima
Andriello, Anthony

Arroyo, Gianna Aversano, Henry Awuor,
Giuliana Bagnarol, Fred Ballard Oésradt
Kathryn_Barosa, Amelia Bergstraser, Gerald
Berko, T%I_er Bernstein, Gianna Bianchini,
Morgan Bieber, Madison Bowman, Justin
Brancamp, Lilah Burger, William Butler, Cruz
Calcagni, Corey Cedeno, Jacob Cheung, David
Chadan, Mason Ciocchi, Juliana Ciulla, Sophia
Civitano, Braden Cole Ja)fden Conto, Liam
Conza, Nicolette Cuba, Natalie Curatola, Joseph
Curro, Julia _ Cutaia, Katarina Cvitkovac,
Charmaine Daileg, Alyssa Darcy, Safyra DaSilva,

de Leon Amador, K&yla_ eGregorie,

Nataly DeJesus Dos Santos, Gabriella Delonge
Marques, Greta Deluise, Michael Diminico,
Rajveer Diogun, Nicholas DiRende, Derek
Dorien, Leah ur%gt% Morgan D(_)ugth,AJade
Earle, Nicholas Ehrhart, Nathaniel Eisley, Mason
Elliot, Katherine Erraez, Keyla Erraez, Shannon
Faccilonga, Alaina Falciano, Ava Eeliciotto,
Nathanial 'Feltman, Ava Fiorkowski, Harp
Forlano, Alexa Garcia Alcantara, Faith Gentile,

atthew Glasser, Alexander Gosniowski, Alyssa
Granizo, Ava Harrington, Emma Henson, Dylan
Hogan, Brooke Howe, Mohammad llaiyan
Luke Inoue, Aiden Johnson, Kayla Jordan
Kaderu, Alexander Kaldor, Ted Kanu, Malachy
Kelly, Kyle Kershaw, Soleil Kettle, Jonas Kneg,
Josalee Koehler, Kiley Kroohs, Bryce Langevin,
Liani Langhom, Alison Laubenheimer, Cogan
Lawrence, Andrew Lita, Marissa Lolkema,
Christopher Lundstedt, Erynn Mandler, Deniya
Mark, . Gabriel Markovic, Maolly
McGuigan,Rhiona McStay, Audra)@I Mojica,
Andrew Mollicone, Christopher "Mollicone,
Ethan Montalvo, lan Muller, Ethan Mulligan,
Benjamin Munson, Josiah Murillo, Breanna
Murphy, Kiara Napolitano, Nhan Nguxelg Max
Nunes, Aidan O'Connor, Juan Ortiz “Valencia,
Zidbert Pablo, Sophia Paggiotta Bilotta, Alexa
Palmieri, Austin’ Perillo, Nicholas Perricone,
Nolan Peterson, Abigail Pezzullo, Addison
Plimley, Jimena _Priego. Andrade, Nicholas
Procactino, Sophia Puglia, Alexandra Ratsey,
Myles Reddick, Josue Rosa Casanova, Gavin
Rose, Ava Ruggiero, Leslie Salazar, Dylan
Sammer, Margo™ Sandler, Richard Sapienza,

lan Sawa, Shannon Schuchat, Kayla Sellick,
Emma Shapiro, Rﬁan Shapiro, Manvir Singh,
Dylan Staniszewski, Marissa Stein, Hannah
Strable, Finnley Sullivan, Sarah Sullivan, Anya
Tipan, Isha Ref Tojong, Gabriel _Toe}gnn%éEml ie
Torresson, Michael Toth, Josie rStuyf,
Anthony Villavicencio Zhingn, Ella Kac,
Evelyn er, Abigail VWehmann, Taylor Weihe,
Paul” Wollman, Aaden Wynne, Mary Young,

Salvatore Zaffuto_ Poole, Alessandra Portale, _Ma%E_IIa Post, Estella
High Honor Roll Pouani, Anthony Procaccino, Oliver Rakowski,
Grade: 10 Arielle Reddick, Christopher Reese, Avery

rade:

Blake Adiletta, Sharmin Alam, Alexa Reimer, Amaya Restrepo Romero, Chrision
Angevine, Natalia Anunziato, Lucas Argow, Roberts, Avriel Rodnguez, Madison Rodngue_z,
Victoria Arndt, Gabriella Barbaro, Roselyn Isabella Rosanio, Anthony Rosati, Amelia

Bautista Antonio, Mackenzie Bechtold, Flijgh  Ruggiero, Kenneth Rundle; Rania Said, Luis
Bell, Shaylen Bhait, Aidan Biggins, Diya Biguvu, ~ Salazar Cordova, Gabriel Sanchez, Jillian
Genevieve Bolger, Matteo Broun, Lorenzo  Santaroni, Jordan Santiago, Al ienza,
Bucolo, Braden Budd, Lorenzo Bueti, Patrick Brendan Scanlon, Ava Schaub, James
Cahill, Jake Calderon, Michael Calderon, Emily ~ Schneeloch, Phillip Shin, Christian’ Shkrela,
Call, Julia Campbell, Dylan Carbone, Colin Cart, ~ Charles Smallen, Rosalie’ Smith, Aisha Sow,

Saniya Cherian, Madison Claar, Caleb Clamsger,

Claudio Staka, Gokul Sureshbabu, Lucie
a Connelly, Gabriella Cruz, Kasey Csanko,

Swartvagirger, I\/Iadej}/n Sweeney, Jeremiah
em

Pri \

Sofia Cullen, Ethen Cumberbatch, Ashley  Taveras, Christopher pestilli, Allzssa Torres,
Curtiss, Giovanni D'/Addona, Jenise Delhall, Ava  Angel Torres, Lindsay Trumpler, Kevin Tuza,
Dvorak, Lyla Dwyer, Grace Etkin, CaydenFerris,  Brianna Valentine, Xzavier Valerius, Finn Van
Sofiia lfe%a k, Aidan Fiege, Kailey” Fitzgerald, Der Stuxf Kenneth \elasquez, Riley V:gnola,
Julia” Flacinski,_ Kristen” Flacinski, Christian  Elizabeth 'Volpicelli, Yanna, Wtykac, Alexis
Forcelli, Patrick Fomelos, Seamus Fulton, Pallavi  Weaver, Emily Webb, Christian” Williamson,

Luciana Ysuiza Acevedo, Dyani Zakrewski,
Matthew Zeolla, Alex Zhu

High Honor Roll
Grade: 12

rade:

Mikael Adeel, Jose Aguilar, Kyra Aiello, Kalia
Albis, Jessica Allan, Emerald Anderson, Hope
Angioletti, Meredith Angyal, Dillon Anthony,

Gangasani, Joanna George, Ethan Gonzalez, Jake
Grlggs, Jilian Griggs, Erik Guerrero Zarzosa,
Jacob Hedges, Kaleigh Horos, Courtney Jackson,
Ava Jordan, Edwin Keefner, Niggella Kerr.
Varshini Kondoju,. Ryan  Kulaga, Michael
Lacerte, Lennon "Laissen, Laubenheimer,
Cayla Lawrence Dickens, Francis Leahy, Lia

LiBassi, Joseph Lopez, Jason Luhrs, Joseph  Anha Barach, Nicole Bardsa, Matthew Barres,
Mg}glqgllo, Joseph arra,A,shé;s/aMamnez, Kayla Ella Bergstraser, Keith Beyer, Délan Biggins,
Marfini, Emma Mazzotta, Lindsay McDonough, — Leonardo Black, Mary EliZabeth Boatey, Grant

Layla McNeil, Abigail Morrissey, Gabriella
Moarsey, Emlw Mulcahy, Matthew Mulligan,
Jonathan utambwe™ Tongunga, Jacob
Nalbandian, Rishabh Nambiar, Shane Neced
Layla Né;énElena Okon, Areej Omar, Hazie
Orengo Santos, Max_ Orsley, Katherine Ortegﬁ,
Devanshi Pandya, Nina Paul, Hailey Pavelock,
Nash Pillai, Addison Pina, Emma Pittore, Lexi
Placentino, Angelina Popp, J?Xg.en_Purpura,
Makayla_Rebl, Sofia_Riitano, Abigail Rivera,
Nathan Riverso, Kate Robisch, Jaden Rodriguez,
Andrea Rosado, Matthew Russo, Hiroyuki
Sakuma, Nikhil _Sandesh, Olivia Sangulin,
Avryelle Santiago, Emma Santos, Jianna Ili,
Michael Schappert, Ethan Schnell, John
Schramm, Derek Schukal, Thomas Sciarab
Kelly See, Sophia Seifert U_rlgen Sherpa,
Emerson_Skelton, Neil Soedler, Tanner Sokal,
Emma Stacchini, Daniella Stanforth, Emilia , f \
Suppa, Karissa Swett, Liam Taylor Normoyle,  Gavin Garver, Kaitlyn Gilmore, Hannah Greer.
Kyla Tayo, Megan Terralavoro, Kimaya Thomas,  Maximillian = Gruber, 'IXIer Hall, Samuel
Kelechi” Uzobiife, Alison Van Riper, Sydney  Harrison, Alicia Harry, Alexa Hatch, Alyssa
Van\borhis, Amanda Vidal, Ava \blkmann,  Hatch, Darren Hemandez, Benjamin Hewitt, Kari
Jaden Waisome, Charlotte Wang, Emily Watkins,  Horos, Aether Hughes David Hull Jr, Eleanor
Heidi Weidenbenner, Karen™Wong, Maggie  Jun, Jenna Justi, Parker Kessler, Christina Kilduff,
Yang, KylleYa&'AddlsonW Jessica Kinagj, Joshua Klein, Scott Klosen,
igh Honor Roall Shannon Koestner, \eronica Kois, Ashle
Grade: 11 ) Koarsak, Alexa Kruger, Brandon Kwong, Suhili
Jacob Acquarulo, Ellen Alvarez, Anish Anne,  Lall, Anthony Lalli, Ermani Laurent, Aileen
Sophia_Balter, Dylan 0sa, Emma Barton, Leahy, Nathan Leobandung, Noelle "LiBassi,
Liam Beal, Mia’ Berardelli, Aidan Bemstein, Llndse)MLoIkema, Grace Lundstedt, John Lyons
Madison Bess, Samantha Bethel, Silvia Bilenky, 11, Eric Mack, Emma Mahoney, James Mangano,
Joshua Brancamp, Jason Bukofsky, James Burg,  Brenda Martinez, Jade Martini Avery Mejorado,
John geessma) &rrs Giuliana Calderon, Ryan  Emile Milambu Tonglun?a Jr, Glenn’ Miller, Ka
Campbell, Liam Carlson, Alexa Cazzorla, Emily ~ Moe, Delaney Mohl, Joseph Moore, Daniela
Civitano, Bryanna Coakl;t\e}/, Mya Coleh/, isabella  Mossos, Jes Mukkatt, Charles Muilaly, Zoe
Colucci, Riley Conn, Noah “Croutch, Logan

[ ! ¢ Mullen, Angelina Neils, Aidan Nelson, Thomas
Daubenspeck, Aiden Deans, Dominic DeCaprio, Nelson, Réina Nuzzaro, Cam O'Connor,
Lar iaz Hernandez, Adriana DiMarino,

Brooke Dini, Caden Egan, Alexis Elliot, Marissa
Fan, Olivia Formicola, Lauren Gaine, Nalae
Gainer, Aidan Gallagher, Anthony Grossi, Ethan
Guinn, Ariana Gulbrandsen, Shréya Gupta, Eric
Guzman, Gabriella Habib, Joseph Hemandez,
Aidan Howard, Jack Hurley, Mia laciofano,
Aidan Jendras, Immanuel Johnson, Amaya
Jones, Liam Jordan, Grace Kennedy, Nicolas
Kershaw, Carly Kershenbaum, Kyle Kraus
Caitlin  Kroohs Braly_/den Kuczma, Davi
Laubenheimer, Raela Lee, Jacob Leobandung,
Joseph Lepore, Jill Lindner, Antonia Livofi,
Collin Lynch, Caden MacDonald, Victor
Markovic, Christopher Maseda, IMarena Maule,
Myles McKenna, Arnav Mishra, Naflah
Mbohammed, Gianna Mojica, Sarah Morgan,
Caroline Morrison, lan Murray, Kathleen Ninos,
Andrew O'Bryan, Francesca Oliva, Anaya
Pandya, Katarina Panos, Nicholas Panos, Justin
Perez, Maia Perillo, Ashley Pesce, Garrett
Peterson, Cory Pittore, Annika Platel, Hayden
Plimley, Kate’ Pogge, Sarah Pontillo, Marissa

Bryant, Abigail Budd, Rocco Bueti,” Ashley
Buragas, Emily Burg, Catherine Cahill, Rern
Cammarota, Jason Caragine, Jomara Carchipulla,
Abigail Cardona, John C%\ﬁncent Cavarretta,
Andrew Check, Juana Chub Choc, Karylle
Clinton, Mia Coello, Jack Cohowicz, Mikaia
Coley, Michael Collado, Madison Collins, Olivia
Congepcion, Elliot Conza, Kyana Cornwall,
Daniel' Costello, David Culcay, Leah Cunha,
Kayla Cuthbertson, Kavianna_ Davis, Isabella
DeNault, Alexandra DeNota, Nicolette Diedrich,
Thomas_Dinan, Adam Dixon, Jordan Dixon,
Sophia Dominicis, Bella Dones, Brian Doyle,
Brady Egan, Ciara Elliott, Lauren Elting,
Kaitlynn “Ertel, Ciara Escoffery, Cynthia
Ewvwiehor, Ashlynn Feltman, Hunter Ferris,
Taylor Ferrucci,” Joseph Fino, Robert Foote,
Damien Foster, Jenna Franco, Luis Fred, Marlene
Fusco, Salena Gafur, Alivia Gallo Grosskreuz,

W)
@

(S%dne O'Connoar, James O'Rourke, Layla
rvall, Andrew Oleszczuk, Alex Ortiz, Hayden
Pantaleo, Kenneth Parker, Mya, Parker, Sophie
Patel, Zohary Perez, Justin Perillo, Erik Popp,
Gavin Powell, Matthew Pryluck, Hunter Questel,
Vinicio %nga Izl%ueroa, Jayla Ramirez, Jumir
Ramos, Aditi Rathi, Katherine Reyes, JKaia
Reynolds, Matthew' Ridore, Austin Riordan,
Susanne Robinson, Anthony Russo, Sayoni Saha,
Tyler Sammer, Angelina Santiago, Darilel Santos,
Jack Sauer, Tyler Schnell, Isabella Schramm
Cassidy Schuchat, Jacob. Schulte, Michael
Scuderi, Kevin See, Angelina Seifert, Arianna
Session, Connor Shea, Matthew Simmonds,
Miranda Sloshower, Cristian Soler, S dney
Sonnleitner, Miranda S Megan _Stein, Ethah
Stinson, Alice Swartvagher, Hayden Tarsia, Isaiah
Taveras, Tia Thomton, Michael Valentine, Aidan
Vanata, Addequel Waites, Rowan Williams,
Theodosia Wilson, Michael Wisker, Ryan
Wisker, Daniel Young, Grace Young, Savanna
Zaffuto, Nicholas Zoda.

RHINEBECK
CRAFTS FESTIVAL

=JUNE24 & 25 =

()

200+ MAKERS « GOURMET SPECIALTIES « DEMOS
SAT 10-6 + SUN 105« DUTCHESS FAIRGROUNDS

Rain or Shine e Indoor & Outdoor Booths e Free Parking e No Dogs
www.artrider.com

S1 OFF WITH THIS AD
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Letters may be edited for legal considerations, reader interest and length.
Please include a telephone number and address for verification purposes.
Deadline for letters is Friday at noon. Letters must be submitted by e-mail
to be considered for publication. Letters can be e-mailed to
newsplace@aol.com, and the phrase “Letter to the Editor” should be
included in the subject line of the e-mail.

Policy on letters:

« Letters that contain statements that are libelous or slanderous will not be pub-
lished.

« Letters that include personal attacks will not be published

* Letters written in response to other letter writers must address the issue at hand,
rather than mentioning the writer by name and must refer to the headline and date
the letter was published.

« Letters referring to news stories must mention the headline and date of publica-
tion.

» The Southern Dutchess News will not be used as a vehicle to place misinfor-
mation.

« Information must be attributed to a specific individual or published item (ie- tell
us where or from whom you obtained the information)

« All letters must contain a name, hometown and phone number for verification.

* Letters appearing on the Viewpoints page are the views of the writers alone and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the Southern Dutchess News.

NOTICE OF EARLY DEADLINE

Due to the July 4th holiday, Southern Dutchess News will have an early
deadline for the July 5 issue.

All editorial must be received by Thursday, June 29, at noon. All adver-
tising must be received by Thursday, June 29, at 5 p.m. Contact

cschmidt@sdutchessnews.com for more information.

Wappingers Falls still needs
its faith denominations

To the Editor:

As someone who has grown up in a beautiful village, I must speak up. Our Village
of Wappingers Falls has always been a faithful village with five different denomina-
tions. My son Chip (Hugo) Von Burg recently said on a visit home, he remembers that
you could go in any direction in the village and run into a church.

On Good Friday afternoon, businesses were closed, and churches were full. Every
Sunday parents would attend services with their children.

Children were being brought up in the faith. What has happened?

Not too long ago the Methodist-Episcopal church was sold due to lack of parish-
ioners. An historic building where my aunt and uncle McMullen worshipped. This
church gave much to the village. | can only mention several.

The Methodist Church hosted the “Belly of the Whale,” on weekends for young peo-
ple. There were movies, music, dancing, games and being able to be safe. Adult super-
vision and snacks were provided. Could we not use something like this today?

Many will remember the fabulous roast beef dinners, homemade and reasonable. |
remember the first time Hugo and | went; |1 was concerned we would be the only
Catholics there. There were people of all denominations eating together helping a
neighbor church to survive.

Think of Poland. We know what happened when the Communists came.

They closed the churches and schools. We need our faith.

Brenda VonBurg, Village Historian
Wappingers Falls
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Wappinger Highway Department employees
endorse Cavaccini for Wappinger Supervisor

To the Editor:

We the union members of CSEA 6673 Town of Wappinger Highway employees are
proud to strongly endorse Joseph D. Cavaccini for Wappinger Town Supervisor.

Legislator Cavaccini has long been a strong supporter of this highway department
and its employees. In fact, he is the only elected official in this community (in addition
to our great Highway Superintendent Mike Sheehan) who has actually done a ride
along in a snowstorm with this department to go out into the field and see how we
operate in storms and keeping our roads safe.

Legislator Cavaccini is a lifelong resident who stands and understands the needs of
our community and the highway department. Legislator Cavaccini has personally
toured on several occasions the conditions of the highway garage, trucks and fleet with
the members of our union. He is about getting things done on behalf of the people of
our Town. He currently works as legislative aide for the Town of Pawling overseeing
the day-to-day operations on behalf of their part-time Supervisor. His background,
knowledge, and expertise in municipal government relations makes him the perfect
candidate for Wappinger Town Supervisor.

We encourage all registered Republicans to support Joseph D. Cavaccini for
Wappinger Town supervisor on the June 27th Primary. The employees of this Highway
Department stand behind him.

Members, CSEA 6673
Town of Wappinger Highway employees

Thurston proud of record, progress

To the Editor:

Back in 2017, | had to be persuaded to run for Town Supervisor because politics had
never been a goal of mine even though doing the best that | can for family, for friends,
and for the community in which I live is very much the way in which | was raised. My
parents worked hard to give me and my two brothers a better future than they had and
I, in turn with my wife, do the same for our children. This is the American way of life
that 1 knew growing up on a farm. | will do my best to continue to protect for future
generations the core values on which our country and community are centered.

I am a public servant who works with all residents to solve daily issues and chal-
lenges. | do not believe in governance by social media, by secret caucuses, or by fear
and intimidation. | stand for truth/honesty, integrity in government, and above all else
full transparency in what | say and do.

As this primary campaign winds down, | want to thank each Wappinger resident who
welcomed me at your doors. I truly enjoyed meeting all of you and setting the record straight
on my tenure as supervisor. | am proud of our record! We have kept taxes low, improved
our town’s fiscal health, protected our natural resources, and have received significant grant
funding for our water and sewer infrastructure. I have worked with Sheriff Kirk Imperati to
improve our law enforcement efforts within our town and schools. And, | have no plans,
whatsoever, for large apartment complexes or Section 8 housing.

I am proud of my record and humbly ask your support for another term so we can
continue the progress together.

Dick Thurston
Wappinger Supervisor Candidate
Republican Primary

Voters choose the offical who
will represent their interests

To the Editor:

\oters elect officials in their towns to represent their interests. It is curious to me that
those officials who have been trusted to do so feel the need to interject themselves in
Wappinger politics. It is up to the voters in Wappinger to decide who they want to rep-
resent their interests and protect our quality of life, not officials from other Towns and
non-residents.

Joseph D. Cavaccini has been involved in our community for most of his life. We
have seen him focus on the needs of our neighbors and our Town and Village because
he truly cares. His unique experience and passion for Wappinger is what we need right
now to make our Town a better place and to preserve our quality of life. He will revi-
talize our parks, continue to support our small businesses, and get things accomplished
on behalf of the people!

I am proud to support Joseph D. Cavaccini for Wappinger Town Supervisor.

Hannah Bishop
Wappinger

Albra: Forman is the one
who voted to defund the police

To the Editor:

In a recent article in this newspaper, Councilman John Forman desperately attempt-
ed to defend his vote which defunded the Fishkill Police Department, and called my
vote against the budget a political stunt. Mr. Forman, who recently moved to Fishkill
so he could run for office, is apparently unaware of my record on this matter. In July of
2020, at the height of the defund-the-police movement and while protests were occur-
ring in the Town of Fishkill, I was asked if | would ever defund the police. Here are my
comments to the reporter at the time: “I will not defund the police department and we
are probably going to hire extra officers.”

I kept my promise. | increased funding by more than 14% in two years, and codified
an additional officer for the afternoon and evening shift in our police contract. I’'m
proud to have been the first elected official in Dutchess County to publicly pledge on
the record never to defund the police. My position was met with wide support, includ-
ing a kind remark from the current Fishkill Republican chairman who said “we need
more towns to follow the Supervisor’s stance.”

So naturally, when our Town Board moved to pull more than $100,000 of funds | had
earmarked for our police department, including $100,000 of crucial reserve funds, |
voted no. | stand by that vote. Our police contract is expiring this year, and we need
those funds on-hand to negotiate a good new contract for our hardworking officers. The
Town Board showed an unacceptable and irresponsible lack of foresight by voting to
defund the department. Mr. Forman even acknowledged this in his comments, but
downplayed the gravity of the situation by calling it a simple “haircut.” Mr. Forman can
try to spin this any way he wants, but he can’t escape the truth that he voted to defund
our police department.

Ozzy Albra
Fishkill Town Supervisor
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VETERANS NEWS WITH ADAM ROCHE

New Veterans One Stop
Building continues to excite

Three earn HV Latino scholarship

Adam Roche

The Veterans One Stop in Pleasant Valley offers a myriad of services all under

one roof.

Since Dutchess County Veterans’
Services relocated its offices to Mental
Health America (MHA) of Dutchess
County’s (MHA) Veterans One Stop at
1335 Route 44 in Pleasant Valley in
January, the number of veterans visiting
the new campus has steadily increased. In
fact, we’ve seen a three-fold increase in
walk-in traffic to our new offices.

The new Veterans One Stop, owned and
operated by Mental Health American
(MHA) of Dutchess County, houses our
Division of Veterans’ Services, Hudson
Valley Veterans Alliance and the Veterans
Sportsmen Association, and is designed
for vets seeking help in so many areas.
Our office at Veterans’ Services helps vets
with claims applications, referrals, receiv-
ing burial benefits, filing discharge
papers, applying for medals, obtaining
New York State property tax exemptions
and much more. MHA offers the Vet2\et
program — | mentioned that great program
in last month’s column — as well as hous-
ing and employment assistance, suicide
prevention services, multiple artistic ther-
apy programs and many other services.

The 10,000-square-foot structure is also
easily accessible, making it even easier for
veterans to come here. In addition to having
a dedicated bus stop via Dutchess County
Transit’s Route D, the facility has ample
parking for those who drive. Not having to
navigate the parking situation that was
required at our former location in the City
of Poughkeepsie is a big driver for the
increased traffic at our new offices. We
would often make referrals to the vets who
came to our offices, only to later discover
they didn’t follow through on that referral
because they didn’t want to make several
stops or pay for parking multiple times.
This, along with our staff no longer work-
ing out of cubicles but having personal
offices with doors that close for privacy, has
created a relaxed and safe environment for
those visiting the service center.

The new site also features several large
rooms for health and wellness classes,
movie nights, dance and art instruction
plus several sizable conference rooms and
spacious wheelchair-accessible bath-
rooms for those who need the space to
maneuver. New floors and walls have
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been completed, and the One Stop houses
a fully stocked food pantry, as well as a
clothing and supplies closet for veterans
needing assistance in those areas.

The sky is the limit in what we hope to
accomplish at the site to support our vet-
erans. We are always exploring new
options and implementing new techniques
as we listen to, and communicate with,
those who come to the One Stop location.
I hope those reading this column who
haven’t visited us yet do so, and | ask
those of you who may know friends or
family members who might benefit from
the services to encourage them to stop in.

Everyone at the Veterans One Stop,
including us here at Veterans’ Services
and our neighboring partners, strives to
deliver a professional and personalized
analysis for veterans and their families so
they get the services they need and the
benefits they’ve earned from their years
of service to our country.

Remember, you must apply to receive
these benefits; they are not automatic.
Please call us at 845-486-2060 for an
appointment or find more information at
dutchessny.gov/veterans.

We’re here (and there) for our veterans

On Friday, June 23, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m., representatives from our \Veterans’
Services office will join other service
providers at the Veteran Employment and
Housing Resource Fair, hosted by the
Poughkeepsie Grand Hotel, 40 Civic
Center Plaza in the City of Poughkeepsie.
In addition to a complementary lunch,
veterans and their families can learn about
the many services and programs available
to them, particularly those focused on
gaining and keeping employment and
housing. We hope to see you there.

Want to see the Veterans One Stop for
yourself? MHA will host a Vet2Vet
Women’s Support Group meeting on
Friday, July 14, from noon to 1 p.m.
There’s no need to RSVP; simply show up
and find comfort and camaraderie among
your fellow female heroes who have
given so much to protect our nation.

For more information about services and
programs for veterans in Dutchess County,
call us at the Dutchess County Division of
Veteran’ Services at 845-486-2060 or go to
www.dutchessny.gov/\Veterans .

The recipients of the 2023 Hudson Valley Latino Scholarship Fund were recently
honored at Café Con Leche in Wappingers Falls. Pictured, are Daniel Diaz from
Dover H.S., David Rodriguez from Washingtonville Senior High School and

Marvin Juarez-Espinoza from Poughkeepsie High School.

The Hudson Valley Latino Scholarship
Fund held its Awards Banquet at the Café
Con Leche restaurant in Wappinger Falls to
honor its 2023 recipients. Three Latino high
school seniors were selected based on their
academic achievement and community
service. The 2023 Hudson Valley Latino
Scholarship award recipients are: Daniel
Diaz from Dover High School in the Dover
Union Free School District, David
Rodriguez from Washingtonville Senior
High School in the Washingtonville Central
School District and  Marvin Juarez-
Espinoza from Poughkeepsie High School,
in the Poughkeepsie City School District.

Guest speaker Ernestina  Chavez
Carosella, Attorney with O’Connor Partners,
PLLC, congratulated the students and
encouraged them to go forward with
courage, enthusiasm, and be proud of
their heritage.

The recipients received four certificates of
achievement from each of the offices of
NYS Senator Rob Rolison, Congressman
Patrick K. Ryan, Congressman Michael V.
Lawler, and Dutchess County Executive
William O’ Neil, as well as a $1,000 scholar-
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ship award. The Hudson Valley Latino
Scholarship Fund was created in 1999 by
Edwin Sr. & Norma Ramirez and has award-
ed a total of 166 scholarships to date.

“Despite the challenges of the pandemic
years when students were required to attend
classes online, these students have
excelled academically and have served
their communities. Their accomplishments
are quite impressive. Their perseverance,
passion, and commitment will make them
successful in college. We congratulate this
year’s recipients and wish them much suc-
cess as they pursue their educational goals
at the college level,” said Norma Ramirez,
Hudson Valley Latino Scholarship Fund
Chairperson.

Organizers would like to thank the spon-
sor, Karen Kaplan Tax & Accounting
Services, as well as the many people who
contributed to the Hudson Valley Latino
Scholarship Fund in memory of Edwin
Ramirez, Sr.

Scholarship recipient David Rodriguez is
the son of Southern Dutchess News Group
Account Executive Jaimie Rodriguez and
her hushand Guillermo Rodriguez.

Dutchess County-Poughkeepsie Land
Bank to hold meeting June 27

The Dutchess County-Poughkeepsie
Land Bank will hold meetings of its
Finance Committee (5:05 to 5:25 p.m.)
and Board (starting at 5:30 p.m.) on
June 27 in person at the Dutchess

County Department of Planning and
Development, 85 Civic Center, Suite
107, Poughkeepsie.

Members of the public are encouraged
and welcome to attend.

Board of fire commissioners to meet June 21

The Board of Fire Commissioners of
the Glenham Fire District will be holding
a special meeting on June 21, at 6:30 p.m.

This meeting will take place at the
Slater Chemical Firehouse at 76 Old
Glenham Road in Glenham, in Fishkill.
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Players keep moving up
and team keeps adjusting

By Rich Thomaselli

The clubhouse manager has been busy.

And he will continue to be busy for this
level of baseball and the Hudson Valley
Renegades.

The Renegades are the High Class A farm
Club of the New York Yankees. At this level
of minor league baseball, it’s very transient.
You’re either moving up or you’re demoted.

Only two-and-a-half months into the sea-
son, the Renegades have had more than 20
roster moves. The latest was left-handed
pitcher Josh Maciejewski, who was trans-
ferred to the Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-
Barre RailRiders after a short rehabilitation
stint. The Renegades roster currently stands
at the South Atlantic League maximum of
30 Active, 3 Injured List, and 1 Minor
League rehab.

The most notable, of course, was the pro-
motion of Aaron Palensky, who was leading
the league in homeruns at the time he was
called up to Double-A.

“It’s not a place where you set down
roots,” manager Sergio Santos said with
a smile.

“Look, it’s a beautiful area with a beauti-
ful ballpark and great fans,” outfielder
Spencer Jones said. “But the whole idea is
to move up and move on.”

Jones is the only Renegades player who
has appeared in 50-plus games. At this level,

Players Statistics

Pitcher Statistics

the old baseball idiom is true. You can’t
tell the players without a scorecard.

It makes it more difficult for fans to
follow the team.

“We’re not selling baseball, per se,”
said general manager Tyson Jeffers.
“We’re selling the entertainment value
of a night out with the family.”

That’s why you see so many promo-
tions, giveaways, and such things as
fireworks at minor league baseball
games across the country. Hey, where
else can you go to see a lady shot out
of a cannon and watch a baseball game
at the same time? Yes, in the past, the
Renegades have hosted the Dynamite
Lady, who shoots herself out of a can-
non on the field.

“This is like a weigh station,”
Santos said. “Hopefully, it’s another
rung on the ladder. You can’t become
too attached to a place, no matter how
great it is, at this level.”

Just don’t tell that to Wade Miley.
The star reliever once pitched for the
renegade before moving all the way up
and eventually getting traded to the
World Series champion Kansas City
Royals. While he was here, however,
he met a girl from Marlboro and
got married.

Talk about becoming attached.
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Former Yankees star

Bernie Williams

performs at

Millbrook Vineyards

& Winery

See photos,
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Renegades relief pitchers among the best in SAL

By Rich Thomaselli

Starting pitching is still the name of
the game in baseball.

But the Hudson Valley Renegades
have a second line of defense that
is the best in the South Atlantic
League (SAL).

“It’s good to have them back there,”
starting picture Zack Messinger
said of the team’s relievers. “If you
have to come out of a close game, it’s a
comfortable feeling and not one
of trepidation.”

Leading the group for the Renegades
are Harrison Cohen, Indigo Diaz, Clay
Aguilar, and Nick Paciorek. The group
recently led the bullpen to a 12 - day
effort, in which they gave up no

earned runs and had a 38-inning
scoreless streak.

“l think it’s become a pride thing
now,” Aguilar said.

Even reliever Chase Handlor, who
has appeared in only nine games so far,
leads the team with a 2.64 ERA.

The best thing about the relievers is
the diversity among the staff. Some
players throw hard, others are more nit-
picky. Some have tremendous fastballs
and some have great breaking stuff.

“Nobody knows what they’re going
to get from us,” Cohen said.

Said manager Sergio Santos: “We are
confident with whoever we throw
out there.”

Renegades close in on title
for first half of league season

Continued from cover

Jones promptly tied the game at one in
the bottom of the first with a solo blast to
right-center field, his ninth home run of
the season, and third leadoff home run.

Hudson Valley took a 2-1 advantage in
the sixth on an RBI double from Anthony
Garcia that scored Cowles. The
Renegades outfielder finished the night 2-
for-3 with a pair of doubles and an RBI.

After Stephen Paolini led off the top of
the eighth with a walk, Kevin Kilpatrick
hit a go-ahead two-run home run to left
field off Indigo Diaz to hand the lead back

to Rome at 3-2.

Hudson Valley responded with a run in
the bottom half of the frame on an infield
single by Antonio Gomez after three of
the first four hitters reached against
Patrick Halligan. Diaz and Harrison
Cohen navigated around two baserunners
in the top of the ninth to set the stage for
Cowles’ heroics.

Hudson Valley opened the six-game
series with a 3-1 loss on Tuesday night but
then bounced back with 4-2 and 4-3 wins
the next two nights.

Harrison Cohen is one of the members of the Hudson Valley Renegades relief
corps that has kept the opposition hitters guessing and recently produced a 38-inning

scoreless streak.

TYSON'S TIDBITS!

-Photo by Dave Janosz

Preparing for the second half
and listening to our customers

Editor’s note: Each week writer Rich
Thomaselli and  Hudson  Valley
Renegades General Manager Tyson
Jeffers discuss the Renegades in particu-
lar and minor league baseball in general.

By the time people read this, we’ll be
coming up on, or just be into the second
half of the season. Is there a second half
for management as well?

I think that line between seasons is
impactful for us. We can compare our
business side to last year and say, OK,
‘we accomplished this. We accomplished
that. We have to improve on this,” and so
forth. Are we pacing the way we want to?
Especially going into July and August,
which are a lot different than April and

May. Hopefully we will have look back at
the end of the year and say we had a
successful season and right now that’s
looking very promising.

Are there any memorable moments
for you from the first half of this sea-
son?

I think opening night, because it was
my first game as a general manager, and it
was the night we rechristened the ballpark
as Heritage Financial. Other things are
just internal stuff like people hitting
their goals, we’re very happy for them.
And celebrating things that turn out to be
successful that we spent a lot of time
in planning.

What would you like to accomplish in

the second half of the season? And what
do you HAVE to accomplish?

What we have to continue to accomplish
is one thing. We made it a point in the off
season. We have to go into this year to
really listen to our customers. So after
every game, we tried to send them an
email with a survey and ask them some
questions to respond to. We made it a
mission to give our customers a platform
and a voice to talk to us. We rate each
department based on that feedback. And
sometimes we ask our department heads to
give our customers a call. We want to
better understand our customers so that we
can make changes if needed. The second
half gives us a chance to review and get
better. It’s really important to listen to
your fans.
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Astor services expands reach, with mental &
behavioral health services in Sullivan, Rockland counties

In an effort to meet the increasing men-
tal health needs in communities across
New York State, Astor Services recently
announced an expansion into Rockland
and Sullivan counties. The nonprofit
organization, which has a 70-year foot-
print in the Hudson Valley and the Bronx,
has opened an Adolescent Partial
Hospitalization Program (PHP) in
Rockland County, and numerous counsel-
ing centers and school-based programs
throughout Sullivan County.

This news comes on the heels of Astor
Services adding an Adult Care
Management program early last year
for Dutchess, Ulster and Orange County
residents.

“Astor Services continuously assesses
the needs of the communities we serve
and remains committed to ensuring the
spectrum of services we provide responds
directly to those needs in a way that fur-
ther strengthens families and communi-
ties,” said Yvette Bairan, CEO of
Astor Services.

About the Adolescent Partial
Hospitalization Program (PHP)
Astor Services received start-up funds
from the New York State Office of Mental
Health and Crisis & Hospital Diversion
Programming to create the new PHP in
Rockland County at the BOCES site at
131 N Midland Ave, Nyack, New York (at

BOCES BERC Campus). The program is
modeled after Astor’s existing PHP in
Poughkeepsie, New York, which provides
short-term intensive therapeutic treatment
to youth 11 — 18 years old who are strug-
gling at home, at school or in the commu-
nity. The programs primarily use an evi-
dence-based treatment model, Dialectic
Behavioral Therapy (DBT), which has
been shown to be effective for people of
all ages.

The PHP can support a youth and their
family at any point in their mental health
and/or substance use treatment, whether it
is their first time participating in services
or they are transitioning from another pro-
gram. The program helps youth learn to

safely manage their emotions to prevent
out-of-home placement to psychiatric
hospitals and other residential programs.

About the Counseling Centers
and School-based Programs

In Sullivan County, Astor will be open-
ing a counseling center at the Family
Services building in Liberty this summer.
In addition, Astor is in conversations with
the school districts throughout Sullivan
County about school-based behavioral
health services.

To learn more about any of these
services, or to access support, email
HudsonValleyReferrals@astorservices.
org.

Bernie Williams and “His Band of Friends’
wow the crowd at Millbrook Vineyards

Former New York Yankees centerfielder and jazz music icon, Bernie Williams and
“His Band of Friends” performed live at Millbrook Vineyards and Winery on
Saturday, June 17, kicking off the winery’s 2023 Jazz Concert Series. Visitors to the
sold-out show had the opportunity to taste and purchase Bernie’s Blend wines — a
collection of wine that was created by Williams himself alongside Millbrook Winery’s
winemaker, lan Bearup. A portion of the wine sales proceeds will be donated to the
NAMM Foundation's SupportMusic Coalition, which unites non-profit organiza-
tions, schools, and businesses working to assure that music education is supported in
communities everywhere, and that all children have the opportunity to learn and

grow with music.
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Give Life § Give Blood
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RCK baseball state champions - 2005, 2023

Coach, players describe traits, emotions and relationships

By Curtis Schmidt

The Roy C. Ketcham High School
baseball program now has two New
York State championship teams — 2005
and 2023.

We asked the coach of both teams, Pat
Mealy, and players to comment on their
state title teams and winning the state title.

Here are their comments.

Coach Pat Mealy

“In the last week | have been asked a
hundred times to compare both teams or
asked which one is better.

“There truly is no answer to that. Each
team was unique in its own way - both
pitched ridiculously well. 2023 might
have the edge defensively, while 2005
might have swung it better. However, the
biggest trait that both teams shared was
the fact that both teams HATED TO
LOSE - more than they enjoyed winning.
Both teams had leadership that held each
other accountable and most importantly,
both teams loved one another.

“Upon winning the state championship
last week, it was great to hear from mem-
bers of the 2005 team that were genuinely
happy for the boys of 2023 as they shared
in something that words would never be
able to describe.

I realize how blessed and fortunate 1 am
to have been part of these incredible jour-
neys that culminated in state champi-

onships. I cherish the relationships | have
had with all my players in all of my
22 seasons.”
2005 state champs
Sean Paino

“l don’t know where to begin. | loved
my team. I’'m still best friends with a
bunch of kids that were on the team. It
was very special to have so many talented
players on the same team and we were all
such close friends. | feel like the talent
was there, but what took us to the next
level was the family atmosphere we had
and the amazing coaching staff. We didn’t
accept and expect to lose, which made us
extremely dangerous. The depth we had in
all aspects was amazing and made us so
confident going into every game. As far as
sports goes, | would say winning the 2005
state championship was the coolest expe-
rience I’ve ever had on a baseball field.”

Alec Cabello

“Making history with the Ketcham
Baseball 2005 program is a memory that
we will always cherish and still talk about
to this day. Every team strives to have the
bond our group of guys had on and off the
field, which allowed us to accomplish
something really special.”

Craig Marcellus

“The 2005 season was something that
we all came into knowing it was our best
chance to win a state title, probably going

back to our little league days. We were so
close on and off the field (that) everyone
knew exactly what was needed from them
and it made it so easy in pressure
moments throughout the season.

“That team was the only one | have ever
played on that had the ability to flip a
switch mid-game whenever needed and
take our game to the next level, which is
really unique in a team sport. The best
part of the whole process was we all had
grown up playing sports with each other,
so to have it all end with a state champi-
onship was really special.

Chris Daniels

“All I can say is we were on a different
level than everyone else. We had lost only
two games that year and we learned from
every single one of those loses. The way
our team worked was we just always
knew what each other was thinking and
where we would be, so it limited a lot of
mistakes. We were always on the same
page. There was no quit in that team and
we had just lost to a walk-off home run
the year before, so we had been there
before, but just fell short. So | made it up
in my mind if we get there next year I’'m
not letting us lose.”

2023 State Champs
Ryan Mealy

“My favorite memories from this state

championship season are the little points

Lewis Tompkins Hose , Hughsonville place in
Hudson Valley Firefighters Association parade

The Hudson Valley Volunteer Firefighters Association held its annual parade on June 17. This year the parade was held in
West Glens Falls. The Hughsonville Fire Department and Lewis Tompkins Hose Company from the City of Beacon participated

in this parade.

The Lewis Tompkins Hose Company received two trophies. They were for 2nd best color guard and best appear-

ing 38 and over bloused uniform. The Hughsonville FD received two trophies. One was for best appearing ladder and the other
was for the third best appearing fire unit bloused uniform 20-26 in line.

-Courtesy photo

of accountability we had. Every day that
we came to practice, we all shared a com-
mon goal to get better every day and to
end our season on a win.

“After our section and regional cham-
pionship wins, not a single one of us felt
a sense of accomplishment, because we
knew what we wanted. After the state
championship game, we all went back to
Ketcham that night as a team and finally
felt that satisfaction of knowing we won
the most we could win.”

Connor Durkin

“This year was a roller-coaster of emo-
tions on and off the field. The amount of
hard work and determination we put into
this year is second to none. Nobody will
ever work harder than us and it showed
when it mattered the most.”

Michael Schiavone

“Winning the state championship
meant everything to me. To put in count-
less hours of practice day-in and day-out
and to be able to come out on top in my
senior year is a dream come true.”

Luke Picone

“Winning the the 2023 state champi-
onship is a moment I will never forget. It
was not an easy road to the champi-
onship, but every single guy on the team
stayed focused and gave 100 percent
every game. We were such a good team
because we played for each other. No
one will ever be able to take away the fact
that we won the state championship and |
do not think that anyone involved with us
will ever forget that moment.”

Owen Paino

“The amount of support and encourage-
ment we got throughout our trip up to
Binghamton is something | have never seen
before. Knowing that we had so many peo-
ple behind us gave us a lot of confidence.

“The moment we won was also a feel-
ing | will never forget. There was a whole
bunch of emotions blended together, tears
knowing that it was the last game of the
season (and the last game with the sen-
iors) but also knowing we were the 2023
New York State Champions brought the
tears of joy.”
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Southern Dutchess County Primary races set June 27

The following are Primary Races in south-
ern Dutchess County on June 27, according
to the Dutchess County Board of Elections.

Democratic Primary
City of Poughkeepsu—z
Ward 1
Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers
Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi
Councilmember
Ernest J. Henry
Christopher Petsas
Debra Long
Ward 2

Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers
Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi
Councilmember
John Purcarea
Kanell J. Harvard

Evan Menist
Ward 3
Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson

Yvonne D. Flowers
Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi
Councilmember
Terriciena A. Brown
Mary Williams
Ward 4 Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers
Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi
Ward 5

Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi
Councilmember

Jamar M. Cummings
Ondie D. James

Ward 6

Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi
Councilmember

Christopher A. Grant
Lance A. Hardy

Ward 7

Mayor
Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers
Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi
Ward 8

Mayor

Wesley J. Lee
Marc Nelson
Yvonne D. Flowers

Councilmember at Large
DaRon H. Wilson
Vincent J. Pedi

) Councilmember
Sakima AG McClinton
Megan L. Deichler
Town of Wappinger Ward 4

Member of Town Board
Joe Torres.
Linda Kleinhenz

Republican Primary
Wappinger
Ward 1 and Districts 2-1 and 2-2
Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Thurston

Wappinger
Districts 2p£) 3—95 and 3-6
Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Thurston
Wappinger
3-1,3-2,3-3and 3-4
Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Th\L;\rlston_
appinger
Ward 4
Joseph D. Cavaccini
Richard L. Thurston
Working Families Primary
City of Beacon
Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers )
City of Poughkeepsue
Ward 1
Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Ward 2

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Ward 3

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Ward 4

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Ward 5

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Ward 6

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Ward 7

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Ward 8

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

East Fishkill

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers

Fishkill

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers )
Town of Poughkeepsie Wards 1 through
4and 6

Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto

James Rogers )

Town of P_ou%hkeepsm Ward 5

Family Court Judge

Joseph A. Egitto

James Rogers o

Wappinger Ward 12a2nd Districts 2-2 and

Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Wappm?:er Districts 2-3, 3-5, and 3-6
amily Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Wappinger 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, and 3-4
Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
WapFin er Ward 4
Family Court Judge
Joseph A. Egitto
James Rogers
Wappinger Member of Town Board
Joe Torres

Republican Primary in Wappinger June 27

Continued from cover
Erojects, and even human resources issues. |
ave worked firsthand on these issues in gov-
ernment, and | know what works and what
does not work for communities. A good
leader doesn’t need or expect to be the
smartest in every room. A good leader brings
together the best and brightest and is willing
to listen and learn. This is a team effort, and |
am so appreciative of the overwhelming sup-
port we have received so far.

What will your top 3 priorities be if
elected?

Thurston:

To enhance the public safety and quality
of life of our community. We have made
great progress in bringing to \Wappinger
enhanced public health, safety, and protec-
tion of our residents, most especially our stu-
dents. Our law enforcement, EMS, and fire
company services are how second to none.
Also, | have established significant relation-
ships with leadership at the local, county,
state, and federal levels, all of which | am
able to channel into more prompt, effective
and lasting results.

To continue to protect our environment,
natural resources (especially water sources),
parks, and farmlands. Protection of these
resources has been a top priority throughout
my term in office. We have made a lot of
progress, but much more can be accom-
plished upon those successes including:
passing a water source protection law;
implementation of our 9 Element plans for
both the Wappinger and Sprout Creeks; con-
tinuing to assist farmland owners to obtain
protections against development, such as we
have done at Obercreek.

To continue to expand our infrastructure
including municipal water and sewer. We
will continue to build out municipal water
and sewer lines throughout our community
through public/private partnership and feder-
al/state/county grant funding.

What will your top 3 priorities be if
elected?

Cavaccini:

We need to focus on restoring our commu-
nity’s trust and faith in our Town govern-
ment. This is my hometown, and my goal
has always been to make Wappinger a place
you and your family are proud to live in.
Priority needs to be given to enacting quali-
8/ legislation that does not expose our resi-

ents to harmful projects.

Our families deserve better when it comes
to our parks. We need to finish and act on
projects such as the partially completed
Spook Hill Park, or follow through on plans
for all of our parks and facilities with clear
priorities. We need to begin managing again.

The Town needs to hold contractors and
government consultants accountable and not
authorize hundreds of thousands in budget
amendments each year for consultants. We
need to uphold our Union contracts and not
ignore good faith negotiations with our
Highway Department. We need to get our
Town back on the right track.

Why should people take part in this
Primary Election?
Thurston:

Our registered Republicans need to
turnout to vote for me to enable us to take
this success through the Fall General
Election. In addition to being the best person
in Wappinger to fight against the serious
threats emanating daily from Albany and
New York City, | have already beaten this
year’s Democratic Party Candidate for
Supervisor decisively. | am best positioned
to beat her once again because of my undis-
putable track record of experience and suc-
cess. And, as previously addressed during
the 2021 General Election, I can successful-
ly speak to the issues that we already know
will be raised by the Democratic Party can-
didate. Local, grass roots elections are the
bastion for protecting our democratic
process and must be preserved by large voter
turnouts. In advance, thank you for voting on
June 27th.

Why should people take part in this
Primary Election?

Cavaccini:

This is a true referendum for our Town.
This is a chance for our residents to decide
what kind of community they want to live in.
I decided not to run for re-election to my seat
in the Legislature, but to run for Town
Supervisor to protect my hometown. | hate
politics. | love this Town. This is not for
political advancement, it’s quite the oppo-
site. This is to restore the accountability of
our Town and to look out for our neighbors.
I encourage all residents to take a look
around Town and see what is going on. If
you want to improve your parks for your
children and grandchildren, stop the overde-
velopment to protect your quality of life, to
foster innovative development by filling our
empty malls before we build new, and to
restore accountability to your Town govern-
ment; | would be honored to have your sup-
port on June 27.

Any misconception about yourself that
is gyut there that you would like to clear
up?

Thurston:

The principal misconception is that |
should or can be easily replaced. Managing
a $20,000,000+ annual budget is not some-
thing to take lightly. As my fellow Town
Supervisors have noted, “this is YOUR
money in which you entrust someone to han-
dle as if it were their own — with care and
caution.” We are one of the largest commu-
nities in Dutchess County. “Leadership is
about getting things done consistently during
both good and bad times.” This is what it
takes to run a community of 30,000 people —
experience.

Any misconception about yourself that is
out there that you would like to clear up?

Cavaccini:

This isn’t personal, this campaign is about
doing what is best for Wappinger. To address
the childish attacks, mailers, and advertise-
ments that attack my character; would just
give them credence. | have dedicated over 10
years of my life to this community because |
love it here and the people of this communi-
ty deserve a Town Supervisor who will act,
listen, and get things done.

EARLY VOTING HOURS SET

likely closed for earl_}/ voting. Hours va

voting began June 17, according to the
Locations: Mid-Hudson Libra
Boardman Road Librarg, 141
Rhinebeck Town Hall, 80

Hours: g
Thursday, June 22: Noon — 8 p.m.
Friday, June 23: 9 am. — 5g.m.
Saturday, June 24: 9 a.m.—5 p.m.
Sunday, June 25: 9 a.m. -5 p.m.

Early voting is available to Dutchess County voters though June 25. Voters may cast
their ballot at any of the locations listed. Please note that one’s Election Day poll site is
by day, so please see below for details. Early
Dutchess County Board of Elections.
Auditorium, 105 Market Street, Poughkeepsie
oardman Road, Poughkeepsie
| East Market Street, Rhinebeck
Wappinger Town Hall, 20 Middlebush Road, Wappingers Falls
ednesdag/ June 21: 9am. -5 p.m.
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Orchard View’s Crisafulli, Zayas Leobandung, Schuchat top of
class of John Jay High School

at top of their academic games

Giuliana Crisafulli

By Kristine Coulter

The 2023 valedictorian and salutatorian
of Orchard View High School, in the
Wappingers Central School District,
are Giuliana Crisafulli and Cassidy
Schuchat respectively.

Giuliana Crisafulli, Valedictorian

“When | found out | was going to be the
Valedictorian, 1 was proud of myself,
and glad that all my hard work paid off!”
said Giuliana.

As for what Giuliana will miss about
high school, “I will miss my teachers and
the support that I received from them all,
especially Mrs. Burlew. Orchard View has
a family environment that has made me
feel comfortable and has helped me create
long-lasting friendships.”

Giuliana plans on attending Pace
University at the Pleasantville campus in
Westchester County. Giuliani plans on
joining the Writing and Rhetoric Program
with a minor in Creative Writing.

As far as advice for students beginning
their high school careers, Giuliana sug-

Adrianna Zayas
-Courtesy photos

gested, “Stay true to yourself, be inten-
tional with your friendships, and stay
committed to your aspirations!”

Adrianna Zayas, Salutatorian

Adrianna said when she found out she
was salutatorian of the class, “I felt a lot
of joy! | loved the thought of it. | feel
like 1 worked very hard to gain this. |
did that!”

Adrianna said, “l will miss all of my
favorite teachers, especially Mrs. North,
Mrs. Aguado, and Ms. DiStefano.”

Adrianna plans on attending Dutchess
Community College to study childhood
education “with the goal of owning and
operating my own daycare.”

“My advice [for incoming high school
students] would be to show up and do
your work. Don't take anything personal.
What people say is a reflection of them
and you have power in your reaction. The
only way through is to try and the only
way to try is by doing! Best of luck in
school and life!”

RCK valedictorian and salutatorian
to study engineering in college

Continued from cover
As for her advice to students who will
begin their high school wyears in
September, Natalie said, “It can be over-
whelming initially switching schools and
[one’s] social life. Make sure you take
time to enjoy it,” she suggested.
Madison Kaminski, Salutatorian
Madison will attend RPI (Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute) studying biomed-
ical engineering.
“l plan on becoming a medical engi-
neer,” said Madison.
Madison’s favorite subjects in high
school are math and science. Her favorite

math class, she said, was Calculus II.
Biology “was probably” her favorite sci-
ence class, she remarked.

Madison said she will play soccer at
RPI.

As for when she found out she was the
class salutatorian, Madison said, “l was
super excited. It took a real long time.”
She added, “Both my parents are
extremely supportive.” So is her younger
sister, she noted.

As for what she will miss about being a
student at RCK, Madison said, “I think
the relationships with my peers and my
teachers. They were very helpful here.”

Rhinebeck Bank names Christa Simon
branch manager in Kingston

Christa  Simon has been  named
Rhinebeck Bank’s new Branch Manager at
its 27 Main Street, Kingston branch.

Simon brings 18 years of local banking
and branch management experience to her
new role at Rhinebeck Bank. She will pro-
vide oversight of branch operations and staff
training at the Kingston branch, as well as
lead business development efforts in
Kingston and other communities throughout
northern Ulster County.

"With her deep personal and profes-

sional roots in the Kingston community,
Christa has a keen understanding of the
banking needs of local individuals, fam-
ilies and businesses,” said Tonya
McCaughey, Vice President, Area Retail
Leader at Rhinebeck Bank.

During her free time, Simon enjoys
gardening, hiking and anything that gets her
outdoors. She also enjoys spending time
with her son, siblings, and nephews, as
well as discovering new local restaurants
and businesses.

Nathan Leobandung

By Kristine Coulter

The 2023 valedictorian and salutatorian of
John Jay High School (JJHS), in the
Wappingers Central School District, are
Nathan Leobandung and Cassidy Schuchat
respectively.

Nathan Leobandung, Valedictorian

“I knew | was doing well in my classes,
but | didn’t pay too much attention to my
rank. When | heard the news, it was a pleas-
ant surprise and | was glad to see that my
hard work had paid off,” Nathan said when
asked about hearing he was valedictorian.

As for what he will miss about JJHS,
Nathan said, “I will definitely miss the con-
nections | had with my friends and teachers.
Everything from joking with my classmates
to quick hallway interactions were things
that made my high school experience at John
Jay enjoyable.”

Nathan said he will be attending UCLA
this fall for electrical engineering.

“I’m excited for the change in setting and
being able to narrow down my focus on
something I’'m passionate about. I’ll miss
my friends from Jay, but I look forward to
making connections with new people.”

As for advice he has for students starting
their high school careers in September,
Nathan said, “High school may seem stress-
ful, but you all have the capability to do well
and succeed. Take advantage of all the
resources at John Jay and use them to
explore your interests both in and out of the
classroom. And don't forget to enjoy your
time at Jay! I’ve made lots of friends here,
and I’ll carry the memories | made with
them forever.”

Nathan said to his teachers and family,
“Thank you for everything you’ve done for
me over the years. | know this sounds
cheesy, but | couldn’t have done it without
all the support and guidance from both my
family and my teachers. I’m very grateful to
my parents and my brother for being there
during every step of the way.”

He added, “Thank you to everyone who’s
helped me on my journey from kindergarten
to graduation. It’s been fun, and I’m excited
to see what we all will achieve.”

Cassidy Schuchat, Salutatorian
Cassidy said what she would miss about
her high school days, “I’m going to miss all of
the small, tight-knit, separate groups of people

Cassidy Schuchat
-Courtesy photos

I have here. | know that once | leave John Jay,
I’m going to feel the absence of not only my
lacrosse girls, but also the yearbook squad,
and even the science research seniors. All
these different people that Jay exposed and
connected me to are going to shape how |
interact with people for the rest of my life, but
I’ll miss the idiosyncrasies of each group.”

Cassidy recalled finding out she was at
the top of her class. “I found out | was at the
top of my class during freshman year, and
although I had been working extremely hard
and competing with myself throughout the
previous years, | never expected to be with-
in the top three. | couldn’t really wrap my
head around the achievement, but | knew
that I loved it; it felt like a small recognition
of everything | had been doing and a reward
for pushing myself, and | wanted to make
the rank stick. I never really considered
myself one of the “top students,” so the label
provided self-confidence and motivation.
For the first time, | wanted to prove my
intellect to myself.”

Cassidy was asked what advice she has for
students just beginning high school in the
2024-2025 school year. “My best advice
would be to stay on top of things, don’t let
assignments or to-do lists pile up; but,
always have something outside of school to
look forward to. That way, even if it feels
like the entirety of Monday was spent doing
homework or even a single project,
Thursday night volleyball or \Wednesday
afternoon card games is enough to get
through it.”

Cassidy will be attending Vassar College
in the fall as a Psychology major. “I hope to
declare either a double major or minor once
I’m in college, but I’m remaining broad for
now until 1 get to officially experience col-
lege classes,” she said.

“I’m looking forward to being exposed to
completely new experiences, opportunities,
and people. | want to expand my horizons
and I'm excited to see how the newfound
independence will translate into my life,”
remarked Cassidy.

Asked if she had any words she wanted to
say to her teachers and family, Cassidy
replied, “Thank you for the laughs and con-
nections outside of my schoolwork; the rela-
tionships I’ve formed throughout high
school mean just as much to me as my suc-
cesses in the classroom.”
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Obituaries

Jean C. Lesko

FISHKILL - Jean C. Lesko, a resident of Fishkill for more
than 50 years, passed away on Monday, June 12, 2023 at New
York Presbyterian Hospital in Manhattan. She was 78.

Daughter of the late Albert and Geraldine (Bladel)
Brozowski, she was born on April 5, 1945 and grew up in
Yonkers, NY.

Jean was a parishioner of St. Mary, Mother of the Church in
Fishkill, where she was actively involved in many church pro-
grams and activities. She worked as a grocer for Stop and Sho
in Poughkeepsie for more than 20 years. She was an avid read-

er and shopper through QVC. Jean was also an ardent sports fan and especiaII?/ loved
attending her family members’ sporting events. More than anything else she truly cher-
ished spending time with her beloved grandchildren.

On April 11, 1964, she married Robert J. Lesko at St. Casimir Church in Yonkers.
Jean was predeceased by her husband on July 12, 2022.

Survivors include her son, Daniel Lesko & his wife Denise of Waxhaw, NC; her
daughter, Jean-Marie Gillette & her husband David of Rhinebeck; her son, Robert
Lesko of Hopewell Junction; her daughter, Susanne Lesko & Damian DeRenzis of
Saratoga Springs; her daughter, Lori Ann Marvin & her husband Peter of Red Hook;
fifteen grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; her sister, Deborah Williams & her hus-
band Jeffrey of Wappingers Falls; and many other relatives & friends.

In addition to her husband and parents, Jean was also predeceased by her sister,
Nancy Campion.

The family would like to extend their deepest gratitude to those who have provided
such extraordinary support such as the Kelly family, Susan Maglio, Carol & John
Gilman, Joseph Maglio and her exceptional doctors and nurses at New York
Presbyterian Hospital especially Sarah Engelhardt, RN.

Visitation was held on Friday, June 16 at the McHoul Funeral Home of Fishkill, Inc.,
1089 Main Street, Fishkill, NY. Following the visitation, a Memorial Mass of Christian
Burial was offered at St. Mary, Mother of the Church, 106 Jackson Street, Fishkill, NY.
Entombment was held in the Community Mausoleum at Fishkill Rural Cemetery, 801
Route 9, Fishkill, NY.

In |iELIJ of flowers, memorial donations may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital.

Helen Schimpf

Helen Schimpf passed away 4/10/2023 at the age of 93. She was
predeceased by her husband Sidney John Schimpf, by her life
companion (after Sidney's passing) Anthony Centorani, by her
sons Karl and John, by her grandson Erik, and by her parents Karl
and Bertha Schumacher. She is survived by sons Peter and Bill, by
her grandchildren Glen, Jeffrey, Samantha, Jennifer, Jocelyn and
Julianne and by four great grandchildren.

She was a computer programmer for Avon corporation in the
1970's when there were very few women programmers. She
served as a church organist beginning in her teens and continuing
through her 80's. In her 50's she obtained a BA in Education from

SUNY New Paltz and a certification as Minister of Music from Northwester University, and
her role in church music expanded to include choir director. She touched many people in the
church, and in the Schimpf and Centorani families, and she will be missed.

An informal memorial celebration was held in her honor at Sodalis Senior Living in
Jackson, TX.

Helen met Tony in 1993. Their companionship lasted for over twenty-one years. Dutchess
County soon became a new home for Helen. Helen quickly made many new friends and bond-
ed with Tonys family. She played the organ and directed the junior and senior choirs at various
Methodist church's in the area. Helen and Tony became regulars at the Union Vale Seniors.
Helen also was a member of the Germaina Hall in Poughkeepsie. While at Germania Hall, she
accompanied the childrens choir on the piano. Helen and Tony loved to travel.

Helen was happy and grateful when they took a trip to California to visit with her son Karl.
After Tony passed away in 2014, Helen moved to Texas to be near her son Peter. Helen, you
were loved by many in the Centorani, Booth and Straley families and you will be missed.
Thank you for being a part of Tony’s life.

Students awarded $10,500 worth of scholarships
from Wappingers Falls Rotary Club

Robert P. Galloway

BEACON - Robert P. Galloway, a longtime Beacon resident,
passed away peacefully with his family by his side on Sunday,
June 11, 2023 at the Kaplan Hospice in Newburgh, NY; at the age
of 89. He was born in Dumbarton, Scotland on July 3, 1933, son
of the late Samuel & Allice (Stewart) Galloway. On May 25, 1968,
he married Christine Livingstone back in their native land of
Scotland; the two met at a bar in Queens, NY, and from there fell
in love... Happily married for 51-years, until Christine prede-
ceased him on July 21, 2019. He was a communicant of the St.
Joachim-St. John the Evangelist Church in Beacon.

Prior to emigrating to the US, Robert served in the British

The Rotary Club of Wappingers Falls awarded $10,500 worth of scholarships on
May 25. Rotarians congratulate the following winners:

- $500 Community Service Awards: Amanda Avelo, Devansh Gor, Nicholas Taylor
and Mandy Zhang.

- $1,000 Merit Scholarships: Gabriella DeGuzman, Madison Kaminski, Ryan
O’Connor.

- $1000 Carmen “Tony” Angelone Memorial Scholarship: Jennie Po and Sabrina
Vilato.

- $1,000 Maureen and Stan Straub Scholarship: Robert Primrose.

- $2,500 Rotary Club of Wappingers Falls Scholarship: Neah Cooke

The Rotary Club of Wappingers Falls thanks all of the students who submitted
their applications for the Rotary Club of Wappingers Falls Scholarships.

-Courtesy photo

Army as part of the Seaforth Highlanders, 1st Battalion serving Gibraltar. Upon com-
pleting his tour in the Armﬁ, he returned to Scotland and began his five-year appren-
ticeship as a painter. When he finished his apprenticeship, he began his career in paint-
ing as a ship painter.

In 1962, he made the move to come to the US and as the story goes, he began work-
ing immediately as a union painter. Career wise he eventually went into business with
his partner, David Sullivan, creating Old Firm Contractiné;.

After retiring, he and Christine became avid travelers adventuring around the globe.
With this family being his first passion, the other was soccer. Robert was proud to have
been a founding member Beacon Soccer Club and has continuously been involved in
soccer since coming to the US. If there was soccer being played in Beacon, you were
guaranteed to see him there. He enjoyed his years of coaching in Beacon and at
Dutchess Community College, after they asked for his help in revitalizing their pro-
gram. His favorite players ever called him Gramps and he found such joy in watch-
ing/coaching his grandsons and his great-grandchildren. Along with his passions, he
was very proud of his Scottish roots and was a member of the Dutchess County
Scottish Society

Robert is survived by his daughter and son-in-law: Jacqueline and Dimas Arroyo of
Beacon; His two grandsons, Robert (Caitlin) Arroyo and Dimas (Erena) Arroyo; and
his five great-grandchildren, all whom he adored: Brayden, Alexander, Autumn,
Brielle and McKenna Christine Arroyo. He is also survived by his four brothers Harry,
Stewart, Samuel & Andrew Galloway; his brother-in-law James Larson; sister-in-law
Jane Livingstone; numerous nieces and nephews, who he also adored and countless
friends who became family. A special thank you to the caregivers he had over the past
few years, Valrie, Marjorie, and Joe and Ashley Vargas.

Along with his wife Christine and his parents, Robert was predeceased by one broth-
er Peter Galloway.

His Family gathered with Friends on Thursday, June 15 at the LIBBY FUNERAL
HOME, 55 Teller Avenue, Beacon. A Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated on
Friday, June 16 at St. Joachim Church, 51 Leonard Street, Beacon, followed by inter-
ment at St. Joachim Cemetery, 325 Washington Avenue, Beacon.

In lieu of flowers his family has asked for memorial donations to be made in
Robert's name to either the Michael J. Fox Parkinson's Foundation, P.O. Box 5014,
Hagerstown, MD 21741 or St Jude Children’s Research, 501 St. Jude Pl., Memphis,
TN 38105. To offer a message of condolence or share a fond memory, please visit:
www.LibbyFuneralHome.com.

Eugene Zampko

WAPPINGERS FALLS - Eugene Zampko, 85, of Wappingers Falls,
NY passed away on June 10, 2023 in Vassar Bros. Medical Center. He
was born on February 4, 1938 in Poughkeepsie, NY the son of Anthony
J. & Genevieve V. Curran Zampko. Gene married Sonja Madson. She
pre-deceased him on June 16, 2022. )

He was employed by IBM in Poughkeepsie, NY for many years.
Gene served in the U.S. Army from 1960-62. He enjoyed golf and
spending time with his family.

Survivors include his niece: Sandra (Mark) Simmons of Port Ewen,
NY and brother-in-law; John. There are several nieces, nephews and
great nieces and nephews.

There were no Calling hours. Services were held on Saturday, June 24, 2023, at the
Community Mausoleum of Poughkeepsie Rural Cemetery with Military Honors. Memorial
Donations may be made to Wounded Warriors. Arrangements are under the direction of the
Wm. G. Miller & Son FH, Inc., 371 Hooker Ave., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603. If you wish to
send an online condolence, please visit our website at www.wmgmillerfuneralhnome.com.

Flag retirement ceremony held on
Flag Day in East Fishkill

American Legion Post 1758, along with Boy Scout Troop 40 and the Knights of
Columbus held its annual flag retirement ceremony on Flag Day, June 14. Flags that
were torn, faded or just worn out were collected at a collection box in Town Hall.
Then, every year, on Flag Day these flags are retired by burning at the burn pit locat-
ed behind the East Fishkill Community Library.

In attendance were Town of East Fishkill Supervisor Nicholas D’Alessandro and
members of the East Fishkill Town Board, along with many town residents and fire-

fighters from Hopewell Hose.
-Courtesy photo
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Skyllkill Needlework Chapter Art Exhibit at Grinnell Library

Skyllkill Needlework Chapter art exhibition work will be on display throughout June
at Grinnell Library in Wappingers Falls. For more information, contact the library at
845-297-3428. Grinnell Library is at 2642 East Main Street, Wappingers Falls.

Chapter Statement:

The Skyllkill Needlework Chapter has a display of some members’ work for the
month of June at the Grinnell Library in Wappingers Falls. Skyllkill was founded in
1974 and is one of over 300 chapters of The Embroiderers’ Guild of America. A non-
profit, educational organization, its purpose is “to foster the highest standards of excel-
lence in the practice of the art of embroidery through a program of education and study
and to preserve the heritage of the art of embroidery.” We cover the Mid-Hudson River
Valley are part of the Metropolitan Region, serving the Dutchess, Orange, Ulster and
Putnam County areas.

There are currently over 70 members of Skyllkill who share their enthusiasm for
needlework at meetings, through programs, workshops, classes, seminars, and special
interest groups. All types of embroidery are included: beadwork, canvaswork, count-
ed thread, crewel, lace, machine, needlepoint, quilting, raised, and surface embroi-
deries.

Membership is open to anyone interested in the needle arts. General meetings are
held the first Wednesday of each month at Freedom Plains United Presbyterian Church,
1168 State Rte 55, Lagrangeville, NY usually from 10:30 a.m. to 2p.m. Zoom meet-
ings are available to members on select Monday evenings.

For more information, please email: Facebook.com/Skyllkillega

-Courtesy photo

‘Sunday Afternoon Chat with Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail” June 25

“Sunday Afternoon Chat with Hudson 9, Cold Spring, Putnam County, on June Kacala for an afternoon chat. Drop in and For more information, visit the event
Highlands Fjord Trail (HHFT)” will take 25, from 2 -4 p.m. share one’s ideas and ask questions about the  link: https://hhft.org/experience/sunday-
place at the Hubbard Lodge - 2920 Route Join HHFT Executive Director Amy Fjord Trail project. No registration required. ~ chat-june-25/.
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love to cook

Now that it’s summer, | say we cele-
brate it in all its balmy, sun-drenched
glory, making the most of all that daylight
and the sultry evenings that follow. It’s a
season that comes with an open invitation
to make an occasion of just wanting to
share food al fresco. Since it’s generally
too hot to cook you can easily put togeth-
er a simple but party-worthy spread with
farm-fresh produce and store-bought
accompaniments for one or two or a
crowd, no fuss necessary. So let’s get
ready to enjoy the simple yet sumptuous
season that is summer, any way we can,
any time we can.

In fact you don’t need a holiday or spe-
cial occasion or faraway place this time of
year at all, really just a place to sit and
relax awhile: front porch, backyard, river-
side, poolside, beach, really wherever you
are. Getting away to a fancy resort or out
to a fancy restaurant are, of course, the
stuff of great vacations but when you
can’t get away, sitting outside with a
cocktail and summery nosh after a long
work day can feel pretty decadent. It’s
those stolen moments to relax that can be
special and maybe the best way to treat
yourself as you take some precious time
to unwind.

Since it’s summer, the living is easy and
that includes the food we eat ad the way
we eat it. The season’s food is fresh and
colorful and can be arranged simply at the
last minute for entertaining or an
impromptu after work treat on a sultry

weeknight. You can literally throw togeth-
er a platter or two in minutes if you
already have “party food” on hand.
Presentation can be simple and sponta-
neous as well. Heaping platters, cutting
boards and bowls with colorful foods
makes for edible centerpieces that encour-
age conversation. Garnishing with edible
flowers and fresh herbs not only fits the
season but is adds flavor as well as a
special touch.

I like to keep picnic baskets at the
ready, stocked with pretty vintage plates,
linen napkins, knives and spreaders so
they’re easy to grab on the way out the
door to the backyard or a short trip to the
river. That way | never have to take extra
time hunting for what | need. What could
be simpler than tossing in a loaf of bread,
cured meats, cheese and fresh fruit, all
you really need for a lovely little meal
that’s also satisfying. And if you keep
some wine, beer and sparkling water
chilling at all times you’re ready for any-
thing anytime the mood strikes. After all,
spontaneity is the epitome of summer.
Living in the moment doesn’t need an
elaborate plan.

Ideally I like a mixture of fresh and pre-
pared foods, made all the easier this time
of year with all the produce that’s locally
in season. Luscious wedges of melon
wrapped in prosciutto, fresh halved figs
with gorgonzola, baby arugula, grilled
eggplant and baby zucchini, herbed
cheese-stuffed squash blossoms, cherry

@@@? |

WARMLY WELCOMES

CLIENTS AND STAFF
JOINING US

All Marlene Weber Salon &
Day Spa gift certificates and
remaining packages are
endorsed to be fulfilled

only at Oasis

COME EXPERIENCE
YOUR NEW OASIS

(845) 367 7328

NYfaceMD.com

by vicki frank day

Summer feasts

You don’'t have to get away to enjoy a special
meal that showcases seasonal ingredients.

tomatoes, roasted beets ad peppers,
radishes, whole baby rainbow carrots,
sliced Kirby cucumbers, sugar snap peas,
heirloom tomatoes and strawberries driz-
zled with balsamic glaze are all
excellent choices that are available now or
soon will.

To me there’s no better way to make the
most of a blissful summer than being ready
for all those spontaneous opportunities,
most a stone’s throw from — or in — my
backyard. There are concerts on park
lawns, poolside cocktail parties and fireside
wine and cheese. One of my favorite things
is to sit on the front porch and watch the
light show a thunderstorm provides. Last
summer the neighbors treated us to outdoor
movie nights, complete with popcorn and
candy. And there’s a lot to be said for relax-
ing in a lounge chair after dinner with
lanterns lit and a cool drink for as long as
you can keep the mosquitos at bay.

You don’t need me to tell you how to
enjoy summer. For me, summer nights are
made for eating lighter and fresher,
grazing on a variety of things as you wile

away the lingering hours with laughter
and conversation, friends, food and some
liquid refreshment. And really, when |
think about it, what we do while we eat
isn’t as important as just enjoying the
moment and savoring the beautiful, bliss-
ful, balmy summer days and nights as
long as we can before they’re gone. Give
yourself permission to kick off your
shoes, relax and savor every alluring bit
of it. Enjoy!

Vicki Frank Day is a graphic artist with
more than two decades of experience in
different aspects of the food service indus-
try. She is the Content Marketing
Specialist for Adams Fairacre Farms
where she has worked for 25 years, with
in-depth food research being an integral
part of her marketing position. She
believes that cooking is for everyone and
should be a pleasurable journey, that food
should be experienced, not merely eaten,
and that special occasions can be an
everyday celebration. E-mail her at
vfrankday@adamsfarms.com.

Leadership summit set June 22 at Marist

The United Way of the Dutchess-Orange
Region will present “Elevate: A Leadership
Summit for Leaders & Emerging Leaders”
on June 22, from 9 am. to 1 p.m., at Marist
College’s Student Center in Poughkeepsie.

The Elevate conference provides opportu-
nities for Community Leaders and Emerging
Leaders to learn from a dynamic, accom-

plished group of women leaders. The TED
(style) Talk speakers have expertise in exec-
utive leadership, management, entrepreneur-
ship, mental health, local government, com-
munity leadership, human resources, work-
force development and more.

To register and for more information, go
tohttps://www.uwdor.org/ElevateSummit.

NEW COLUMBARIUM

1) Perfect Place
to Pay Respect.

Fishkill Rural Cemetery’s new columbarium is overlooking a tranquil and
peaceful pond and offers the perfect place to reflect and pay respect to
honored family members and loved ones. Stop by or schedule your visit today.

Fishkill Rural Cemetern

(845) 896-6227 ¢ FISHKILLRURALCEMETERY.COM
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get growing!

What a difference a day makes. Or in
this case, four years. When | last visited
Ron Spadafora in March of 2019, he had
just received his research license to grow
CBD hemp, the version of cannabis with
no intoxicating effects. Over the next cou-
ple of years, something akin to the
California Gold Rush materialized, as
dozens of Hudson Valley farmers jumped
into the CBD business. Some, like Ron,
had been growing hops, others had tried
industrial hemp, and a few were onion
farmers, all looking to the new crop to
save their farms from possible insolvency.

At first an ounce of CBD oil sold for
$3,000, but it didn’t take long for the bot-
tom to fall out of the market. Growers
were stuck with barns full of dried
hemp, and you could buy CBD oil at
every gas station.

New York State legalized THC marijua-
na — the kind you can smoke to get “high”
— in March 2021, with a promise to begin
opening “recreational pot” dispensaries.
For a couple of years it was legal to
smoke marijuana, but illegal to grow it,
buy it, or transport it across state lines.
(So where did the pot you were smoking
come from?) The state government was
supposedly rolling out a plan to award pot
shop licenses to people who had been
convicted of a marijuana related offense,
in the interests of social justice. Until they
got sued by farmers and corpora
tions who argued that the state’s scenario

by mark adams

Catching Up with Ron

The long and winding road to legalized marijuana sales in New York State

was ridiculous.

Last November a judge blocked most of
the state’s roll out plans. Right now only a
handful of N.Y. legal recreational dispen-
saries (similar to Theory Wellness, the
long time shop in Great Barrington, MA)
are in operation, one each in Albany,
Ithaca and Syracuse, and five in New
York City.

Meanwhile, New York is granting
something called an Adult Use
Conditional Cultivator (AUCC) License
to farmers who’ve been growing CBD
hemp for at least two years. 285 AUCC
licenses have been granted so far (13 in
Dutchess County), and the same scenario
is unfolding again, only this time it’s a
glut of smokeable THC marijuana.

Once again, Ron got in on the ground
floor, with AUCC license #5, for
Spadefarm LLC. Since this is not his first
rodeo, Ron is taking it slow, developing
his farm at a pace just active enough to
maintain the licensing requirements. And
what a pile of requirements! | had to sign
a log book just to walk onto the farm’s
property. Every transplant that is set out
on his one-acre plot, which is surrounded
by an eight-foot fence and a locked gate,
has to be coded with an individual num-
bered tag. Ron has to document the tray
number, bed number, and date of harvest.
Every step requires time, money, and
resources. Cameras are kept in good
working order.

Ron told me that he was inspected by
the Office of Cannabis Management.
They went over his records and inspected
every leaf, with no violations.

Meanwhile, there are probably hun-
dreds of gigantic marijuana plants grow-
ing in people’s back yards.

The state has budgeted money to crack
down on the illegal sale of marijuana.
(Wait a minute — aren’t those the same
people who are supposed to be first in line
to get legal licenses?)

Ron Spadafora is enduring this sound
and fury in the hope that one day the cul-
tivation of adult use cannabis will become
a profitable business. “We are building
the plane as we fly it,” he says.

| predict that when this all shakes out,
you’ll see small growers producing
“artisinal” product, similar to the farm
breweries we see today. Already a debate
is raging about marijuana grown in ware-
houses with artificial lights vs. field
grown cannabis. Ron is growing an
“autobloom” variety in a wide range of
day lengths, so he can grow it outdoors.

If this doesn't’ work out, you might see
another article about Ron growing the
Next Big Thing.

Maybe crickets.

Mark Adams is an agricultural advisor
to the Dutchess County Executive,
Dutchess County B.O.C.E.S. and
Cornell University.

Ron Spadafora with the next Big

Thing.

-Photo by Mark Adams




SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS June 21, 2023

‘West Point Block Party’ set for June 24

600+ Patients
One mission

The West Point Band’s Benny Havens Band will present “West Point Block Party,”
on June 24 at 7 p.m. at the Cadet Fine Arts Forum House Lawn at West Point. Due to
construction at Trophy Point, West Point Band summer concerts will take place at a
variety of locations across West Point and the surrounding communities. The Cadet
Fine Arts Forum House is located at 51 Cullum Road, West Point. This performance is

Hudson Valley

Each patient's individualized plan of care
reflects our mission to enhance the quality
of living for those at the end of life.

Let’s start the conversation

(845) 485-2273 -+ hvhospice.org

free and open to all; for more information visit www.westpointband.com.
For West Point Band concert information, cancellations, and updates, visit
www.westpointband.com, or follow on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter.

-Courtesy photo

‘Field Day’ for amateur radio
operators June 25 at Bowdoin Park

Dutchess County’s ‘hams’ will join
with thousands of amateur radio operators
across the nation who will be showing off
their emergency capabilities, in an annual
event known as “Field Day.”

In Wappingers Falls, hams from the QSY
Society Amateur Radio Club will be
demonstrating Amateur Radio at Dutchess
County’s Bowdoin Park, Pavilion 4 on
Sheafe Road from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. June
25. They invite the public to come and see
ham radio’s new capabilities and learn how
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to get their own FCC radio license.

Information regarding Field Day is
available  at www.arrl.org/FieldDay.
Information regarding the QSY Society is
available from Shirley Dahlgren at
914-582-3744, n2skp@arrl.net or at
WWW.Qsysociety.org

The public is invited to come, meet and
talk with the hams. See what modern
Amateur Radio can do!

To learn more about Amateur Radio,
visit www.arrl.org/what-is-ham-radio.
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Customized historic property plaques
available from Beacon Historical Society

In order to raise awareness of Beacon’s
historical building stock and to salute
property owners who steward these
important  structures, the Beacon
Historical Society now offers businesses
and homeowners with buildings that are a
century or older the opportunity to pur-
chase a customized Beacon Historical
Society Historic Property plaque. To
launch the program, officials unveiled the
first marker on June 14 at the c. 1709
Madam Brett Homestead on Van Nydeck
Avenue, which is owned by the
Melzingah Chapter of the Daughters of
the American Revolution.

“As caretakers for the oldest building in
Dutchess County, we were honored to
purchase the inaugural marker in this new
program,” said Nancy Osoba Giordano,
Regent of Melzingah Chapter. “Since
1954, we have undertaken the responsibil-
ity to not only maintain the house but also
share its important history here in our
community. As an organization, we’re
committed to historic preservation, and so
we are particularly pleased that this new
plaque illustrates the role we play as the
oldest building in Beacon, as well.”

Every structure within the Beacon City
School District is eligible to purchase one
of the Historic Property Plaques, provid-
ing the building is 100 years or older.
The oval plaques are 6x8 inches and come
in aluminum ($250) or bronze ($350).
The property owner is responsible for
installing the plaque (with provided hard-
ware). Delivery takes about eight weeks
once the order is placed.

“Participants will need to submit a sim-
ple, easy-to-complete, one-page applica-
tion form and provide information regard-
ing the history of the building, including
photos if available, with their check. We
also hope this information will enable us
to bolster our collection about the history
of our residential, commercial and indus-
trial buildings for the benefit of future
researchers and owners,” said Denise
Doring VanBuren, Society President. “We
should all be so proud of the history that
makes Beacon such a great place to be,
and we’re hoping to show off some of that
‘pride of place’ through this program. ”

Email BeaconHistorical@gmail.com
for more information and a copy of the
application form.

this week’s puzzle solutions

Nancy Osoba Giordano, Regent of
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Melzingah Chapter, left, and Denise
Doring VanBuren, Beacon Historical
Society President, show the plaque on
the Madam Brett Homestead. The first
marker was unveiled at the Madam Brett
Homestead on June 14.
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Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

My Forever Friend 512, Rhinebeck, NY Dutchess Co. SSNY IMANI-AMIE, LLC. tary of State of New
Notice of formationof LLC. Filed 3/27/23. Abbv LessickArtLLC 12572. Purpose of desig. as agent upon Filed 1/20/23. Office: York (SSNY) on
KOHLMAIER EXCA- Office: Dutchess Co. Fileé/2/8/2023 Office: LLC:Toengageinany whom process Dutchess Co. SSNY 04/14/2023 Office lo-
VATION LLC. Art. Of SSNYdesig.asagent Dutchess Co. SSNY andallbusinessactiv- against may be desig. as agent for cation :DUTCHESS
Org.filedwiththeSec- for process and shall desiq. asa eﬁtofLLC ities permitted under served & shall mail process & shall mail COUNTY.SSNY des-
ty of State of NY mailto: 1434 WEST- upor?.who?n process thelawsofthe Stateof processto6VanNess to: Imani Amie ignated agent of LLC
(SS.NY).on 05/30/23. ERN AVE STE 1, against may be New York. Rd., Beacon NY Murphy, 17 Bayberry upon whom process
Office in Dutchess Albany, NY, 12203, served. SSNY mail 12508. General Circle, Fishkill, NY maybes_erved.SSNY
gountyc/j. SSN?(dhas lUS,?\.I Purpose: Any process to 50101 Notice of formation of purpose 2_;2524.I Purpose: ggglllwm_allsp;roc?sss t;)
ot or e a2 Town Center Dr, Limited Liability Com- eneral. 336, Boanon Ny
agent of Ihe Poughkeepsie, NY pany (‘LLC’). The BELLA  REALTY 330, 20acon,
upon Whom process  nijibrooks Works, 12603. Any lawful name is JONKATNG, PROPERTIES, LLC. Notice of Formation - Purpose . any
aganet Y hbﬁ LLC. Filed with SSNY  purpose. LLC. ArticlesofOrga-  Filed with SSNY on of INFINITE ~ 'awiulactivity.
fnear?fep-rocess tostﬁe on 5/16/2023. Office: nization were filed 06/05/23.  Office: CLEANINGLLC.Arti-

Dutchess  County. _with the Secretary of Dutchess County. cles Of Organization
lF_{LDCPEESAgElI\EI'EI'?/XM SSNY designated as 1N|%E%EFOVI\:/521F§MQ< the State of New York SSNY designated as filed with the Secre-

agent for process & (“Secretary”) on agent for process &

LEY, NY, 12569. Pur-
pose: Any lawful pur-
pose

Tom’sEquipmentLLC
filed with SSNY on
06/9/2023. Office Lo-
cation: Dutchess
County. SSNY is
designated as agent
upon whom process
against the LLC may
beserved.SSNYshall
mail process to Man-
aging Member, 30
Toms Way, Staats-
burg NY 12580.
Purpose: any lawful.

The deadline for Legals is every Monday @ 12 noon for a Wednesday Publication*®

shall mail to: P.o. Box
632 Red Hook NY
12571. Purpose: any
lawful

Notice of Form. of
SILO RIDGE
CRUISINGLLC. Arts.
ofOrg.filedwithSSNY
on 05/24/2023. Office
location: Dutchess.
SSNY desg. as agent
of LLC upon whom
processagainstitmay
be served. SSNY mail
process to 219
REDTAIL PASS,
AMENIA, NY, 12501.
Any lawful purpose.

Meadows LLC.
Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with the Sec-
retary of State of New

York (SSNY) on
09/21/21. Office
Location: Dutchess

County. SSNY has
been designated as
agent upon whom
processagainstitmay
be served. The Post
Office address to
which the SSNY shall
mail a copy of any
process against the
LLC served upon him
is Innovative Property
Management Ser-
vices LLC, PO Box

06/15/2023. Office of
the LLC: Dutchess
County.  Secretary
has been designated
as agentforservice of
process upon the
LLC. Secretary shall
mail acopy of process
tothe LLC, 2487 State
Route 55, Hopewell
Junction, NY 12533.
The purpose of the
business ofthe LLC is
to engage in any
lawful act or activity.

UpLevelHousingLLC
Arts of Org. filed
with SSNY 7/13/22.

shallmailto: 5 Tangle-
woodLn.Poughkeep-
sie, NY 12603.
Purpose: any lawful
purpose.

DOOLITTLE
MANAGEMENTLLC.
Filed 3/15/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: c/o Republic Reg-
istered Agent Ser-
vicesInc., 1434 West-
ern Ave Ste 1,
Albany, NY 12203.
Purpose: General.

N

ROLLS OF NEWSPRINT
Great for
Packing
Wrapping
Art Projects
Using as a Drop Cloth

45¢/pound * Premium White 75¢/pound

Pick up at: Southern Dutchess News
84 East Main Street -
Wappingers Falls, NY
9am-5pm Mon.-Fri.

N

*When a public holiday falls on a Monday the deadline becomes Friday at noon.
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Get tickets for Walkway’s July 4th fireworks display

: Walkway Over the Hudson will once again present a fireworks display on July 4.

Tickets are now available to view the spectacle at eye level. Photo by Irving Solero

Tours offered at Mount Gulian Historic Site

Tours will be offered at Mount Gulian
Historic Site on Wednesdays, Thursdays,
Fridays and Sundays, beginning June 21st
through October 29th. Tours of the his-
toric home, 18th century Dutch barn, and
heritage garden will be given at noon, 1
p.m., 2 p.m. and 3 p.m. Reservations are
preferred but walk-ins will be accepted.
Reservations may be made by calling the
site at 845-831-8172 or email at
info@mountgulian.org.

Visitors will hear about Mount Gulian’s
centuries-long history that shaped our
nation, including its part in the
Revolutionary War as Patriot General Von
Steuben’s headquarters.  They’ll learn
about the founding of the Society of the
Cincinnati, our country’s oldest
veterans’ organization, and the history of

generations of Verplanck family members
who lived at Mount Gulian. Visitors will
discover the stories of James F. Brown, an
enslaved man who risked his life for free-
dom, and of Robert Newlin Verplanck’s
participation in the Civil War as an officer
in the US Colored Troops (USCT).
Artifacts on display span the 18th through
the 20th centuries and include antique
books, furniture, and an array of
Revolutionary War items.

Admission is $10 adults, $8 seniors, $5
children (ages 6-18); free for children
under 6 and Mount Gulian members.
Membership is open to the public.
Advance reservations are encouraged,
but walk-ins will be accommodated if
space is available. Payment may be made
upon arrival.

Yoga at East Fishkill library June 27

Join yoga teacher Elaine Correa on
June 27 at 6 p.m. at the East Fishkill
Library to practice yoga. The classes will
include asanas sequences, breathing and
relaxation techniques, and meditation
guided. All levels are welcome. Please
bring a yoga mat, a small blanket and

wear comfortable clothing.

Participation is limited to 15 and regis-
tration is required.

Please call the library at 845-221-9943
or use the online calendar at
http://www.EFLibrary.org.

Subscribe to the
Southern Dutchess News
Today!

On Tuesday, July 4, the Friends of the
Walkway nonprofit organization is again
offering the public a one-of-a-kind unob-
structed view to see the City of
Poughkeepsie’s annual Fourth of July
fireworks display from 212 feet above the
Hudson River in Walkway Over the
Hudson State Historic Park. Beginning at
6:30 p.m., the Walkway will open to tick-
et-holders only to experience this unique
vantage point. Tickets, which sell out in
advance of the event every year, are on
sale now at walkway.org/fireworks. No
tickets will be available for purchase on-
site at the event.

Walkway members, seniors, and veter-
ans can purchase tickets for $20, while the
public is invited to attend for $25.
Children under 12 are free, however they
must be registered at walkway.org/fire-
works and valid passes are required.
Every guest entering the park after 6:30
p.m. on Thursday, July 4, including chil-
dren, needs to have a ticket for admit-
tance. All proceeds support the Friends
of the Walkway nonprofit organization
and its mission to host community pro-
gramming, add amenities to Walkway
Over the Hudson, and more.

“There’s no better way to celebrate
Fourth of July than by viewing an amaz-
ing professional fireworks display, and
there’s no better location to see fireworks
in the Hudson Valley then from Walkway
Over the Hudson,” said Lori Robertson,
Executive Director, Friends of the
Walkway. “We’re pleased to continue this
wonderful annual tradition of opening the
bridge to family, friends, and the entire
community.”

On July 4, Walkway Over the Hudson
State Historic Park will begin closing pro-
cedures at 4:30 p.m. for setup and safety
preparations. It will reopen at 6:30 p.m. to
event ticket holders only. The fireworks
display will begin between 9-9:30 p.m,
and the Walkway will remain open for one

hour after the conclusion of the event.

If the event is postponed due to severe
weather, the fireworks will launch on
Wednesday, July 5. Notification will
occur via walkway.org and the Walkway’s
social media channels.

Due to the unique nature of the July 4th
Fireworks Spectacular, all ticket holders
are asked to adhere to these special guide-
lines:

- Tickets must be purchased in advance.
Tickets are strictly limited and will not be
sold on-site.

- There is no access to the Walkway’s
elevator during the event.

- No pets are allowed on the Walkway
during this event.

- No bicycles, rollerblades, skateboards,
scooters, personal fireworks, or firearms
are permitted.

- Personal coolers, food, and drink are
permitted. The Walkway is a smoke- and
alcohol-free park.

- All bags, coolers, chairs, blankets, etc.
are subject to inspection at entrances.

- All ticket sales are final. No refunds
will be issued.

Those with valid tickets are encouraged
to carpool and to park at various City of
Poughkeepsie and Town of Lloyd loca-
tions, or approved on-street parking
spaces, and allow ample time to get to the
Walkway in time for the fireworks.
Ticket-holders may access the Walkway
from either the East (Poughkeepsie) or
West (Highland) entrances.

The July 4th Fireworks Spectacular is
presented by the Friends of the Walkway
nonprofit  organization, City of
Poughkeepsie, and Q92.1 FM. Special
thanks to the Town of Lloyd, New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation, New York State
Police, local law enforcement, and
Walkway staff and volunteers. Visit walk-
way.org/fireworks or call 845-454-9649
for complete information.

Winners of ‘Be Tick Free’
contest announced

As part of Tick-borne Disease
Awareness, the Dutchess County Tick
Task Force hosted the 2023 “Be Tick
Free!” Media Contest, open to middle and
high-school students. The goal of the
contest was for students to learn the dan-
gers of Lyme and other tick-borne dis-
eases and create a 30 or 60 second live
action or computer animated public serv-
ice announcement on how to prevent tick
borne disease.

Donna Bolner, Legislator from District
13 and Chair of the Tick Task Force, stat-
ed, “the media contest allowed young
people to experience the positive impact
of becoming educators in protecting their
local community from ticks and tick-
borne disease.”

From the 13 entries received, Van Wyck
Junior High School students Gemma
Schmidt, Gabriella Heinke, and Jennifer
Servay were awarded 1st place,
Rhinebeck High  School students
Josephine Rourke, Sadie Traudt, and
Naomi Bozenski were awarded 2nd place,
and Van Wyck Junior High School student
Julia Rakowski was awarded 3rd place.
Each winner was presented with a gift
certificate courtesy of the Dutchess
County Tick Task Force. To view the
winning videos and find out how
to “Be Tick Free!” please visit:
https://youtu.be/d6BKWIJKmXMU  or
https://youtu.be/xgSchilzUjY or
https://youtube/100mgROittl

Bolner and the Tick Task Force are
committed to efforts in prevention and
education regarding negative effects of

the tick population. The mission of the
Tick Task Force is to develop long term
goals and make recommendations to the
Legislature in the efforts of understanding
and safely controlling ticks and reducing
Lyme Disease and other tick-borne dis-
eases.

“It is important to remain diligent in
doing tick checks during every season.
Ticks don’t just carry Lyme Disease,
albeit that is the most common tick-borne
disease, but there are many others includ-
ing Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever,
Ehrlichiosis, and Babesiosis. If you, or
someone you know, were bit by a tick and
show symptoms of illness — see your doc-
tor immediately,” concluded Bolner.

For additional information on ticks,
please visit Dutchess County Legislature
online at:  https://www.dutchessny.
gov/Departments/County-
Legislature/Tick-Task-Force.htm

If one would like to be considered for
appointment to the Tick Task Force, send
your resume to the Dutchess County
Legislature, 22 Market Street, 6th Floor,
Poughkeepsie NY 12601, faxed to 845-
486-2113, or email the Clerk of the
Legislature lwager@dutchessny.gov. The
mission of the Tick Task Force is to devel-
op long-term goals and make recommen-
dations to the Legislature in the efforts of
understanding and safely controlling ticks
and reducing Lyme Disease and other
tick-borne diseases. The Tick Task Force
meets March, April, May, August,
September, and October at 4 p.m.
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Diversions

SUDOKU

Sudoku requires no arithmetic skills.

The object of the game is to fill all the blank
squares with the correct numbers.
Each row of 9 numbers must include all
digits 1 through 9 in any order.
Each column of 9 numbers must include all
digits 1 through 9 in any order.

Each 3 by 3 subsection of the 9 by 9 square
must include all digits 1 through 9.

0 0000000000000 O0CGS
Suguru

o The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five

@ squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;

@ and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never con-

® 14in the same number.

The solutions to the Sudoko, Crossword puzzle and Suguru can be found on page 10B.
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