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By Kristine Coulter
Six months earlier than the

estimated completion date, the
bridge on Carol Drive is now
open. A small ribbon-cutting
ceremony was held earlier this
month in East Fishkill in the
neighborhood which has nearly
70 homes. 

The $3.5 million dollar proj-
ect was funded 80 percent with
federal funds, 15 percent with
state funds and 5 percent with
town funds, said Nicholas
D’Alessandro, supervisor for
the Town of East Fishkill.

“Traffic engineers HVEA
were a tremendous help, along
with our Town engineer Scott
Bryant and his staff,” remarked
D’Alessandro.

The supervisor also noted
New York State assemblyman
and senator Anil Beephan and
Rob Rolison assisted with get-
ting funding for the project.
Beephan attended the ribbon
cutting ceremony. 

Beephan thanked residents
for their patience. Now, he 
said, “there is a new, safe bridge
for residents.”

Town of East Fishkill Supervisor Nicholas D’Alessandro makes the ceremonial
first ribbon cut during a ceremony for the Carol Dr. Bridge earlier this month in East
Fishkill.

-Photo by Kristine Coulter 

Carol Drive bridge now open in East Fishkill – 
six months ahead of schedule 
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Brain surgery survivor Torres
turns to life of ‘giving back’

Arlington Central School District bus
driver Joe Torres of Wappingers Falls
dresses as Santa and is involved in a
variety of community service activities
during December each year. 

-Courtesy photo

Mitten program makes sure
children receive a holiday gift 

The Mitten program at Fishkill Elementary School in the Wappingers Central
School District makes sure students in an Adopt A Family program receive holiday
gifts. 

-Courtesy photo

By Rich Thomaselli
It’s a special anniversary for Joe Torres.
It’s been 10½ years since the

Wappingers Falls resident was given 10
years to live. He had a tumor in his brain
that was bleeding, and he was initially
misdiagnosed as having a stroke. Once
the diagnosis of a brain tumor was 
confirmed, he went through a 13½-
hour surgery.

That was at Columbia-Presbyterian
Hospital in New York City.

Today, he and his family and his doc-
tors are marking a milestone. He
appeared in a commercial that will debut
next year in which he praises the staff of
the hospital. It was something that would
have been unthinkable even five years
ago. But Torres is resilient and has 
surrounded himself with an entire com-
munity of supporters.

“I wouldn’t be alive if it wasn't for
them,” he said.

Today, he is a beloved bus driver for the
Arlington School District. Back then, he
worked for a large commercial bank and
said he found himself mumbling when
speaking with clients. And he had some
severe facial drooping. With the urging
and support of his wife, Selina Wesley-
Torres, who is a registered nurse, he 
has found a new purpose in life with 
the children.

“When people ask me what I do,” he
said, “I tell them that I help protect and
deliver our greatest asset ever.”

To that end, he and his fellow bus driv-
ers have helped raise funds for the
Children’s Home in Poughkeepsie, as
well as the Grace Smith House.

Torres has always been an advocate for
Columbia-Presbyterian and, in fact,
through his social media, the hospital

contacted him and asked him to appear in
the new commercial.

By Kristine Coulter
The Mitten program, where one adopts

a family for the holidays, was a huge suc-
cess this year at Fishkill Elementary
School in the Wappingers Central School
District, according to an organizer. The
event will culminate this week, when the
gifts will be organized, wrapped and 
distributed to the families.

Melinda Potter, who is the school nurse
at Fishkill Elementary and organizer of

the Mitten program, said this year the
program is serving 15 families. 

Potter explained, “This program is staff
and community driven. We make it possi-
ble for the magic of Christmas to happen
for those who may not be able to this year.
Students do not know about this program
as some parents need these gifts for Santa
to leave under the tree.”

Continued on page 6

Continued on page 2

MERRY CHRISTMAS!    HAPPY KWANZAA!

Continued on page 2
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Ribbon-cutting ceremony celebrates $3.5 million project completion

Continued from cover

Lydia Biskup, from Rolison’s office,
presented a commendation for the work
done on Carol Dr.

D’Alessandro thanked county legisla-
tors John Metzger and Steve Caswell who
represent East Fishkill in the Dutchess
County Legislature.

Jacob Crowell, with OCS Industries in
Poughkeepsie, remarked it was “definite-
ly a pleasure” working with town officials
and the engineers on the bridge project.
“They all did their part,” he said.  

Crowell said “the longest part [of the
project] was getting Phase 1 done. There

was a huge existing bridge” to deal with,
which took about four months, he said.

There was also flooding – a lot of
flooding – which occurred after a storm 
in July. 

“The flooding definitely impacted us.
Trying to pick up the pieces that were left
- that was the most difficult part,”
Crowell stated.

Luckily, he said, there were abutments
that were not destroyed, and rebar left. 

“I think it looks wonderful. It looks
nice for the community. They don’t have
to worry about the bridge being closed
anymore. They can come and go now to
and from work and home (easily),” 
said Crowell. East Fishkill, New York State and local business officials attend a ribbon-cutting

ceremony for the Carol Drive Bridge in East Fishkill on December 5.
-Photo by Kristine Coulter

35 students to receive gifts from Mitten program at Fishkill Elementary

Continued from cover

Potter stated, “This program started
before my employment as the nurse at
Fishkill Elementary School. I was given
the opportunity to continue the program
and decided to reach as many people as I
could who needed assistance.”

As for what Potter would like to say to
anyone who has donated to the program,
“A huge thank you! This program would

not be successful without all of the sup-
port I receive! Thank you to the staff
and parents of Fishkill Elementary
School, the Fishkill Rotary Club,
Lucielle’s Floral, The Town of Fishkill
PBA, The Fishkill Elementary School
PTA and Ann Aquanita (Elks Ladies
Auxiliary).”

WCSD Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Dwight Bonk commented, “A num-
ber of our schools in our District adopt
families at this time of the year to assist
those families throughout our commu-
nity who require assistance. The Mitten

Program at Fishkill ES is one example of
how staff give back to our community.
They are to be commended for expressing
their care and concern by their participa-
tion in these types of events that are of
benefit to our students and families.”

What message does she hope this pro-
gram sends?

“I hope to share that this is the season of
giving! I hope to make the community
aware what wonderful people we have
that are willing to give to those less fortu-
nate,” Potter remarked. 

Potter noted she did an outreach to fam-

ilies and determined needs and then she
asked for a wish list. 

“Each child served is guaranteed 4 gifts
from our program. We strive to obtain
100% of wishes received,” said Potter. “I
am proud to say that we have gone above
100% this year and will be providing the
magic of Christmas to 35 children this
year.

“This program is my pride and joy! I
am so fortunate to be able to ease parents’
burdens as well as put smiles on so many
faces each year with the help of all my
supporters,” exclaimed Potter.
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Urban trail connecting City, Town of Poughkeepsie 
named ‘Marcus J. Molinaro Northside Line’

U.S. Congressman Marc Molinaro, former Dutchess County Executive, recently attended the ceremony for the urban trail connecting the City amd Town of Poughkeepsie,
which is called the “Marcus J. Molinaro Northside Line.”

-Courtesy photo 

The first phase of Dutchess County’s
urban trail project in the City and Town
of Poughkeepsie is open for public use
and touting a new official name – the
Marcus J. Molinaro Northside Line
(MJM Northside Line) – honoring
Dutchess County’s seventh County
Executive for his commitment to
Dutchess County Parks and his service
to the County.

Dutchess County Executive William
F.X. O’Neil announced the new name
Dec. 16 at a gathering on the trail that
included Rep. Molinaro, his predeces-
sor, as well as community leaders and
stakeholders –including Scenic
Hudson, Walkway Over the Hudson,
New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
and Marist College – to celebrate a soft
opening of the trail in the City and
Town of Poughkeepsie and spread the
word that the trail is now open for year-
round use.

The MJM Northside Line is a 16- to
22-foot-wide, dual-lane pathway for
pedestrians and cyclists stretching 1.2
miles from the new Hudson Heritage
Plaza in the Town of Poughkeepsie to
Parker Avenue (State Route 9G) in the
City of Poughkeepsie. The trail con-
nects many community assets, provid-
ing easy access between housing, jobs,
schools, businesses, hospitals and
parks. The trail features lighting and is
monitored by security cameras and law
enforcement patrols to enable safe, 24-
hour use, and will be plowed, as neces-
sary, during the winter months. Other
amenities include secure bike parking,
bench seating and bike-repair stations.

County Executive O’Neil said, “This
trail is a fantastic new connection for
residents, visitors and students alike.
For those looking to save on gas, the
Northside Line is a fast, safe path to
bike or walk to work or school. And for
those looking to get more exercise, this
split-use trail is a perfect way to safely
connect to our popular WRS Dutchess
Rail Trail and the world-renowned
Walkway Over the Hudson. Thanks to

the vision and dedication of our own
former County Executive, Marc
Molinaro, as well as community stake-
holders, we are proud to bring this new
kind of trail – which will be open, lit
and monitored 24/7/365 – to fruition.”

Initially known as the Dutchess
County Urban Trail project, the MJM
Northside Line was constructed along a
former CSX rail line that was pur-
chased by Scenic Hudson as part of its
mission to increase public use trails
throughout the county. Scenic Hudson
transferred ownership of the property
to the County in late-2019 and, follow-
ing an extensive public outreach
process that informed the final design
in partnership with Scenic Hudson,
construction began in mid-2022.
Construction of the spur between
Parker Avenue and West Cedar Avenue
was completed in 2022, with the
remaining spur

completed earlier this fall. The proj-
ect, which totaled $11.6 million, was
funded in part by federal American
Rescue Plan (ARP) dollars.

“We were proud to work closely with
CSX to secure this land and then turn it
over to Dutchess County - it is gratify-
ing to see this project come to realiza-
tion. The Northside Line, going past
our future Scenic Hudson headquarters
and community space, is so important
to Poughkeepsie, providing an impor-
tant link for the City’s northside neigh-
borhoods, where many households face
economic challenges and do not have
access to a household vehicle. Being
able to walk or bike to educational
resources, recreation, groceries and
more is vital,” said Seth McKee,
Executive Director for The Scenic
Hudson Land Trust, Inc. and Land
Programs.

“Projects like this help close the
‘Nature Gap’ – a term coined by the
Center for American Progress to detail
the inequity and lack of access to open
space in the nation’s cities – bringing
open space into neighborhoods. We are
proud to continue to work alongside
with the County, City of Poughkeepsie
to bring open space into neighbor-
hoods, by building climate smart 
infrastructure and ensuring equity 
and nature are front and center,” 
McKee continued.

As part of the event, the County also
highlighted the City of Poughkeepsie
Fire Department and its new Utility
Terrain Vehicle (UTV), which was
acquired with funding from the
County’s Municipal Innovation Grant
(MIG) and will be used along the trail,
among other areas, to assist with faster
emergency medical response for trail
users. To expedite response time, the
vehicle is stored in a shed adjacent to
the trail that was also funded by the
department’s MIG award.

"We appreciate Dutchess County

stepping up once again and delivering a
Municipal Innovation Grant to the City
of Poughkeepsie," said City of
Poughkeepsie Fire Chief Joe Franco.
"This grant has allowed us to purchase
a vehicle that will be used to protect the
safety and health of people, residents
and visitors alike, who are using the rail
trail and might require medical assis-
tance. The Fire Department is grateful
for the county partnership, and the tim-
ing is perfect, as the county expands the
rail trail with a northside spur."

The trail’s new name provides recog-
nition of the numerous contributions of
Rep. Molinaro, who during his 11 years
as Dutchess County Executive, champi-
oned historic investment and expansion
of Dutchess County’s parks system.
From improvements at Quiet Cove
Riverfront Park, Bowdoin Park and
Wilcox Memorial Park, to purchasing
and developing properties such as
Camp Nooteeming in Pleasant Valley,
the Lake Walton Preserve in East
Fishkill and the Northside Line. His
staunch support of a wide range of
recreational avenues for residents of all
abilities fit his personal motto, “Marc’s
for Parks!” From Heritage Financial
Park, formerly Dutchess Stadium, to
the more than 35 miles of rail trail
spanning the county, Rep. Molinaro
saw numerous projects to fruition,
resulting in positive impacts on resi-
dents’ lives, creating connections and
building opportunities.

Congressman Marc Molinaro said,
"Introducing: the Marcus J. Molinaro
Northside Line Urban Trail! Thank you,
and what an honor. I was proud to have
a hand in developing this linear park 
as County Executive and can't wait to
see the connections it makes and 

potential that's now unlocked - for
everyone of every age, background 
and ability.”

The potential next phase of the trail
would provide an interface with the
Marist College campus, providing con-
nections to residential housing at One
Dutchess as well as Upper

Landing Park, Waryas Park and the
Poughkeepsie Train Station along the
Hudson River waterfront.

Marist College officials, including
Marist College Executive Vice
President Geoff Brackett and Tim
Murray, Athletic Director, were also on
hand for the event along with members
of the Marist track program as well as
runners from the Eastern Dutchess
Road Runners Club.

According to Marist Executive Vice
President Geoffrey Brackett, “This project
will have a meaningful impact on all resi-
dents of the County, including the students,
faculty, and staff at Marist, and is another
example of the inclusive, forward-thinking,
and well-executed planning by our county's 
officials. Marist is proud to partner 
with communities throughout Dutchess
County and excited to support initiatives
like this that make our community better.”

While the trail is considered to be
“substantially” complete, there are still
finishing touches to be completed
including installation of wayfinding
signage and permanent, decorative
safety railings. A formal ribbon cutting
event featuring family-friendly activi-
ties will be held in the spring of 2024.

To learn more about the Northside
Line project, and other Dutchess
County Parks including the County’s
extensive system of rails trails, visit
dutchessny.gov/parks.



Viewpoints

Southern Dutchess News
Published Weekly, Wappingers Falls Shopper, Inc.
84 East Main Street, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

Albert Osten, President • Beatrice Osten, Secretary - Treasurer

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF:
Town of East Fishkill, Village of Fishkill, Town of Fishkill,

Town of Wappinger, Town and City of Poughkeepsie and Village of Wappingers Falls

Publisher - Albert Osten
Editor - Kristine Coulter

Reporter - Rich Thomaselli
Art Director - Sharon Browne

General Manager - Curtis Schmidt
Advertising Representative - Jaimie Rodriguez

Advertising Assistant - Roxanne Hoffman

Advertising rates - furnished upon request
To advertise - 845-297-3723 - sdnadvertising@aol.com

Advertising deadline is Friday at noon
Subscription - $26.00 per year

TELEPHONE: 297-3723 FAX: 297-6810
E-MAIL address for letters: newsplace@aol.com

E-MAIL address for legal notices: sdnlegals@aol.com
(USPS 665900)                                                                                     (USPS 665900)
THE SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS (ISSN 0192-9631) is published weekly by the Wappingers Falls Shopper, Inc.,
84 East Main Street, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590. Second-Class postage paid at Wappingers Falls, 12590 and addi-
tional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to THE SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS, 84 East Main
Street, Wappingers Falls, NY 12590.

Page 4 SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS December 20, 2023

Policy on letters:
• Letters that contain statements that are libelous or slanderous will not be pub-

lished.
• Letters that include personal attacks will not be published
• Letters written in response to other letter writers must address the issue at

hand, rather than mentioning the writer by name and must refer to the headline
and date the letter was published.

• Letters referring to news stories must mention the headline and date of publi-
cation.

• The Southern Dutchess News will not be used as a vehicle to place misinfor-
mation.

• Information must be attributed to a specific individual or published item (ie-
tell us where or from whom you obtained the information)

• All letters must contain a name, hometown and phone number for verification.
• Letters appearing on the Viewpoints page are the views of the writers alone

and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Southern Dutchess News.

LETTERS 

TO THE

EDITOR
Letters may be edited for legal considerations, reader interest and length.
Please include a telephone number and address for verification purposes.

Deadline for letters is Friday at noon. Letters must be submitted by e-mail
to be considered for publication. Letters can be e-mailed to

newsplace@aol.com, and the phrase “Letter to the Editor” should be
included in the subject line of the e-mail.

Christmas poems to celebrate the holiday

To the Editor: 

Christmas 1958
Christmas is the time of year,
When people start to sing and cheer.
Halls are decorated with mistletoe and holly,
The Christmas dinner is bright and jolly.

While the carolers are outside singing,
The church bells are softly ringing.
For soon on earth they will rejoice,
The Prince of Peace, Gods Only choice.

Hail the Prince who is blessed,
Hail the son of righteousness.
May his birth bring peace for all to see,
The Prince has come to set men free.

NOTICE OF EARLY DEADLINES
Southern Dutchess News  will be on a holiday schedule for the December

27, 2023 and January 3, 2024 issues.
Editorial and Advertising deadlines for the December 27 issue are

Thursday, December 21, at 5 p.m.
Editorial and Advertising deadlines for the January 3 issue are Thursday,

Dec. 28, at 5 p.m.
Email cschmidt@sdutchessnews.com for more information.

Dutchess County Sheriff’s Office,
Dutchess County SPCA team up 
to assist neglected animals

The Dutchess County Sheriff ’s
Office and Dutchess County SPCA
announced a new more extensive part-
nership to enhance the protection of
abused and neglected companion ani-
mals in all of Dutchess County. Prior to
the partnership, Dutchess County
SPCA utilized its own peace officer to
investigate allegations of abuse and
neglect. It did so under contract to the
Sheriff ’s Office. Under this new
arrangement, investigations into
alleged abuse and neglect of animals
will be conducted directly by the
Sheriff’s Office, and DCSPCA will
spearhead the care of animal victims,
assuming responsibility for their hous-
ing and medical care, as well as provid-
ing medical and forensic evidence for
the prosecution of their abusers. This
will be the core function of DCSPCA’s
new Saving Animal Victims with
Empathy (SAVE) program.

“We are proud of the cases we’ve
been able to prosecute and the animals
we’ve been able to save,” said DCSP-
CA executive director Lynne
Meloccaro, “but in recent years it has
become apparent that one humane law
officer working in-house at DCSPCA is

not sufficient to provide enforcement
throughout the entire county. With the
extensive resources of the Sheriff’s
Office, it will be possible to protect ani-
mals on a whole new level. DCSPCA
will provide the specialized support
needed for these cases, including the
medical treatment and recovery of
abused animals and the collection of
the necessary evidence to assist the
Sheriff in prosecuting abusers. Our new
SAVE program will allow us to focus
our effort on the care of animal vic-
tims.”

Sheriff Kirk Imperati agrees that the
enforcement of humane law, and the
prosecution of offenders, should be the
purview of the county’s lead law
enforcement agency. “People who harm
animals with malicious intent are crim-
inals just as much as people who harm
people,” he said. “Cases of this sort
should be dispatched through this
office like other criminal cases. In part-
nership with DCSPCA and the district
attorney’s office we will be able to pro-
vide greater protection to the compan-
ion animals of Dutchess County.”

The new arrangement will go into
effect January 1, 2024.

Christmas 1994

Christmas is the time of year,
When people start to sing and cheer.
Halls are decorated with boughs of holly,
Children singing, let’s be jolly.

Santa will be coming soon,
With his sleigh, he will jump the moon.
Bringing presents to all the girls and boys,
Down the chimney with his sack full of toys.

Christmas is also the time of year,
We celebrate Christ and all his good cheer.
Born in a stable, no room at the inn,
To help the world and cleanse it of sin.

So, when opening presents or trimming the tree,
Remember our savior who died for thee.
Take a moment of silence and say our Lord’s Prayer,
So, the spirit of Christmas will always be there.

Leslie Pisaturo
Poughkeepsie

Remember which legislators ‘did the right thing’
when it came to voting on pay increase 

To the Editor: 

I am in agreement with the Dutchess County Conservative Chairman’s responses to
the Dutchess County Legislators outrageous raises in his Dec 6, 2023 letter to the edi-
tor. Fifteen lawmakers (14 Republicans and 1 Democrat) voted to give themselves a
68% raise. In addition to the raises for legislators, the county executive, county clerk,
comptroller and sheriff also got very large raises. Including stipends and higher salaries
for the majority and minority whips. 

It appears the increased taxes on hotels and sales tax are going into the pockets of
those elected instead of being fiscally responsible. They should donate their raises to
the homeless or veterans in need. This action along with the excess millions of dollars
spent on the Renegades facility upgrades and the County Justice and Transition Center
should have been utilized to create a countywide ambulance service. 

If you believe you need to have high salaries to attract better quality candidates - you
are wrong. Those are the candidates we don’t want. 

A slight raise along the lines of whatever the employees who work for the county
received would have been the right thing to do. It does not matter what party you are
in to know that we must elect fiscally responsible candidates. 

It is equally important to remember their blatant lack of transparency by adding
this as a last-minute amendment to the budget. Actions like these confirm what people
normally think of politicians - they are just no good. 

I hope the voters remember the names of the fifteen greedy legislators when their
terms are up and they ask for your vote again. 

To the legislators who voted against this increase, ‘thank you’ for representing the
people and being fiscally responsible. 

I hope those who said ‘No’ don’t face any retaliatory actions for doing the right
thing for the people.

Louise Daniele
Fishkill resident 
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Habitat for Humanity of Dutchess 
receives $18,700 grant from Lowe’s 

Habitat for Humanity of Dutchess County recently received a $18,700 grant from
Lowe’s. A portion of the grant money was used to assist a local veteran with getting
heat and hot water by installing a new boiler in his house.

-Courtesy photo

Habitat for Humanity of Dutchess
County received a $18,700 grant from
Lowe’s to help support repairs for 8
homes and complete our revitalization
project in Fairview Park.

With the support of this grant, Habitat
for Humanity of Dutchess County per-
formed repairs for a local veteran, local
seniors, and revitalized Fairview Veterans
Memorial Park. Included in this grant, the
team completed a critical home repair for
a local veteran and his family. The family
was without heat and hot water. The team
worked diligently to repair the heating
system and ensured this winter season the
family will be warm and safe in their
home. 

In this veteran’s words “Thank you

folks for the help in getting the boiler
installed! It's working great, and we are
enjoying the warmth on cold nights. No
more washing my hands in ice-cold
water! Wow, it’s so great.”

The funding from Lowe’s is part of a
two-year, $6 million donation to Habitat
for Humanity International to support
home repair and preservation efforts in
owner-occupied homes. Through this
partnership, more than 75 local Habitat
affiliates will complete more than 480
projects this year to address critical health
and safety issues in homes across the U.S.
Since 2003, Lowe’s and Habitat have
worked together to help more than 18,000
people build or improve a place to 
call home.

By Rich Thomaselli
With the approval of the Board of

Trustees, Marist College has embarked on
a fundraising campaign to support the
construction of a state-of-the-art track and
turf field facility.

This is a matching campaign since the
school has already donated some money
toward the construction.

It will be located on the north end of
campus, overlooking the Hudson River.

The project will benefit many of the
school’s 23 athletic teams, including
men’s and women’s track and field, cross
country, lacrosse, and soccer. It will also
be used as a recreational space for stu-
dents, faculty and staff.

Marist’s track and field and cross coun-
try programs have been around for 60
years, but have never had a true home
campus facility. You can often see the
school’s runners practicing on the campus
grounds or on the streets of the town of

Poughkeepsie.
“Our teams have achieved an impres-

sive number of school records, as well as
conference and

regional level success, in the absence of
a home field,” said coach Pete Colaizzo,
who has run the programs for more than
30 years. “A new on-campus track and
turf field facility will only further elevate
their training, conditioning, and competi-
tiveness, and will attract a wider pool of
future recruits to Marist.”

The school itself has already kicked in
$1 million.

Trustee Tim Tenney said “I’m excited
to support our student-athletes through
this long overdue project. I encourage
others to contribute in any way they can,
because this is a win-win that benefits not
only Marist Athletics but also the entire
community because of how wide-ranging
the uses will be for the facility.”

Marist initiates fundraising
for new track and turf facility
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Last summer, this invasive pest
chewed up trees across the Hudson Valley.
Experts will discuss where it came from,
and what happens next.

On Thursday, Jan. 11, at 7 p.m., Cary
Institute of Ecosystem Studies will host a
presentation on spongy moths, an inva-
sive forest pest that has recently resurged.
Outbreaks of very hungry caterpillars
have defoliated trees in the Hudson Valley
and beyond. Will this happen again in
2024? Will defoliated trees recover? Can
we do anything to protect our trees and
forests?

This event will feature Cary scientists
Clive Jones and Charles Canham, who
bring deep expertise on the topic. Jones
studied the spongy moth for 30 years as
part of a long-term project on Cary’s
2,000-acre research campus. Canham has
been researching the ecology of
Northeastern forests for 40 years.

Spongy moth caterpillars prefer to feed

on oak trees but will defoliate a wide vari-
ety of deciduous species, and sometimes
conifers. Learn where the spongy moth
came from, how it was introduced, how it
spread, and the history of outbreaks and
defoliation in the US. Discover how out-
breaks get started and why they collapse.
Find out about forest pest impacts now
and in the future.

Free and open to all, this hybrid event
will feature time for Q&A. Participants
are encouraged to submit questions in
advance during registration, so they can
be woven into the presentation.

Register at EventBrite – search for
“The Spongy Moth in Our Yards and
Forests (In-person)” – for in-person 
seating at the Lovejoy Auditorium in
Millbrook.

For virtual access, register at
EventBrite, but search for “The Spongy
Moth in Our Yards and Forests (Virtual).”

Cary Institute to host Jan. 11 presentation
on spongy moths; in-person and virtual

Brain surgery survivor Torres
turns to life of ‘giving back’

Joe Torres gives the “thumbs up” sign
from his hospital bed in this photo from
10 years ago at Columbia Presbyterian
Hospital in New York City. He went
through a 13 1/2 – hour surgery for a
brain tumor. He recently appeared in a
commercial in which he praises the hos-
pital staff. 

-Courtesy photo

Continued from cover
His recovery was not easy.
He said that for the first 11 months after

the surgery, he had severe headaches that
rivaled migraines - sometimes worse.

But he persevered and is a respected
political activist in the county and a com-
munity leader.

Oh, and a well-loved bus driver for 
the district.

“It’s the most rewarding experience
I’ve ever had,” said Torres, who once
drove a city bus route through the 
streets of Brooklyn. “I needed to do
something different.”

So when he saw an advertisement for
the need for school bus drivers in the
Arlington District, he jumped at it and
passed all of the required tests. Still feel-
ing like he had to do more, he organized

his fellow bus drivers and became
involved in community service. He has
even dressed up as Santa Claus himself.

All of this is with the encouragement
and support of his wife.

“She did everything,” Torres said. “She
made all the appointments and came to all
the visits. She always encouraged me.
She told me to always remember where I
am at today, because it’s only going to get
better in the future.”

Though he said his body is still recov-
ering, his mind is fully intact. So with
great pride and passion, he is back to his
first love.

Children and helping others.
“Kids have always been like my weak

point. I will literally put everything on the
line for kids,” Torres said. “But I wanted

to expand it and everybody was all in
favor of that.”

Winners of Firemen’s 
Christmas Stockings announced

For the 43rd year in a row, four students in the Beacon City School District were
presented with the annual Firemen's Christmas Stockings. This year’s winners, one
from all of the four elementary schools in the district, each received a five-foot stock-
ing filled with gifts including a smoke detector. The annual event is sponsored by the
volunteer firefighters of Lewis Tompkins Hose Fire Co., Beacon Engine Co., Mase
Hook & Ladder Co., Dutchess Junction Fire Co. and Slater Chemical Fire Co. 

This year’s winners (from left) were Daniel Blackburn of Sargent Elementary and
Lorenzo Sannicandro of Glenham Elementary. Not pictured are winners Ryan Gill
of South Ave. Elementary and Giovanna Abarca of J.V. Forrestal Elementary. Posing
with the children are Lewis Tompkins Hose members Bob Simmonds, Tony Piccone
and Dave Simmonds.

-Courtesy photo 
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The Wappingers Junior High School
administration announced the following
students earned honor roll status for the
1st quarter of the 2023-24 school year. 

High Academic Excellence 
8th Grade

Alyssa Abbatiello, Omar Alassali,
MacKenzye Allen, Justin Alonso, Star
Balbuena, A'Lyjah Bassue, Lyndsey
Beahan, Emily Belfiore, Jasmine Bennett,
Nysira Bennett, Izabella Borsch, Noah
Bozsik, Julia Caba, Kaitlynn Caba,
Sawyer Calderin, Kristina Calo, Antonio
Cardoso, Ty Carpenter, Gilaya  Carson,
Annapia Celli, Joseph Chavarria, Reagan
Colligan, Joseph Collura, Elizabeth
Corbett, Messiah Corbett, Nicole Corte
Morales, Sofia Cruz, Jack Curtis, Nathan
Davis, Kenisha DeSerne, Janae Delahaye,
Kallie Dewit, Keerat Dhaliwal, Abigail Di
Martino, Ava DiSciorio, Alexa Dicembri,
Janessa Dickens, LeShan Dong, Rylin
Dorsman, Maximus Dotoratos,  Levi
Dunham, Robert Eagan, Favour Erema,
Emily Faust, Gavin Ferine, Nicholas
Fesko, Rhys Fiore, Aidan Frost, Jordan
Fuhrer, Heather Garcia Mendez, Robert
Gargano, Ella Gollins, Sophia Gonzalez,
Anneliese Greaves, Charlotte Greaves,
Abigail Greeney, Carsen Griggs, Brandon
Guzman Castrejon, Lexington Haag,
Peyton Hansen, Nolan Harris, Kaitlyn
Hart, Nikolas Henry, Keira Hoff, Eleanor
Huang, Cady Hudson, Nathan Huen,
Aayden Hughes, Gentiana Ibrahimi,
Marvyn James, Madison Jensen, Joshua
Jimenez, Emani Jones, Michaela Jutt,
Sadie Kiernan, Samantha Kirsch,
Nathaniel Koch, Olivia Kondzielaski,
Cameron Koretsky, Sean Lai, Patrick
Leguillow, Gabrielle Lenkowski, Anthony
Lewis, Shadel Lewis, Connor Licari, Ivan
Lin, ZiDa Lin, Serena Linan, Martin
Lipinski, Maxwell Lipinski, Michaela
Losee, Bailey Magarelli, Lina Maghnouj,
Jake Malafronte,   Emma Maltais, Emily
Marji, Garrett Martin, Joseph Marucci,
Riley Masciola, Emily Masten, Madeline
Morris, Aesha Muhammad Al-Sheabani,
Bashaer Muhammad Al-Sheabani, Qamar
Naji, Charlotte Newman,  Grace Nimri,
Tamia Omboro, Colin Orlov, Zachary
Paredes, Siya Patel, Christopher Peguero,
Ramon Pineiro, Ashley Polichetti,m
Fernando Quezada, Alex Raszkiewicz,
Gianna Rivera, Victoria Rivera, Yaretzi
Rodriguez, Trinity Rojas, Haylee Rosario-
Cabreja, Emma Rosenblum,  Kira

Rosenblum, Gianna SantaMaria,
Christian Sardo, Nicholas Scelia, Emma
Schultz, Liliana Semedo, Aanya Shah
Grace Shrestha, Nathaniel Smith, Peyton
Stalter, Norah Stegall, Logan Stoltzfus,
Julian Striplet, Lucas Stuart, William
Taylor, Abagail Thid, Leyla Tonge,
Madelyn Trainor, Fernanda Trauten,
Carleigh Varella, Joseph Veeneman,
Siena Vega,  Aaliyah Victor, Nathaniel
Waxman, Lorenzo Weinberg, Abigail
Weisel,  Layla Wilder, Ryan Wilson,
Ivan Zhang

Academic Excellence – 8th Grade
Emmanuel Aboagye, Angela Anugwo, 

Zeeshan Ashraf,  Autumn Barrett, Isaiah
Blackman-Hassell, Hollyn Blackwood,
Leah Buonato, Andrew Cafaldo, Devon
Castillo-Ephram, Deona Chapman, Bryan
Criollo, Brayden Cruz, Karly Cservak,
Paytyn Dee, Kedayne Dillon, Payton
Drago, Carter Duarte,Hayden Durbin,
Kristen Ferreyra, Alexa Feuer, Chloe
Flores, Isabella Galarza, Brady Garnot,
Nour Gazal, Brogan Harkins, Mara Hocutt,
Julia Imm,  Jennifer Irving,  Matthew Iuele,
Brennan Kelly,  Kylee Koch, Joseph
Kowalczyk, Artan Kurtishi, Emma Lamaj,
Bentley Llivichuzhca,    Brendan Lotz,
Kayla Loughran, Brandon Luciani,
Stefanie Luciano,  Juliet Luongo,  Zaryab
Malik, Leianna Martin, Jia Medina,
Nicholas Melo, Daniel Moss, Cristofer
Narvaez Garcia, Josiah Negron, Lyla
O'Dell, Daniel Olker, LiamOsekoski
Logan Pavez, Isaiah Perez, Benjamin
Perino, Hudson Polidore,Frances Pomilla,
Jeremy Pratt, Joshua Quintero, Gianna
Quitoni, Vienna Rivera, Olivia Rodriguez,
Olivia Rosati, Preston Schindler, Mia
Serino, Charlotte Snyder, Jacob Snyder,
Sybil Sokol, Emma Stojkaj,Dominick
Torres, Maxximus Torres, G i a n n a
Vinciguerra, Ekreet Virk, Matthew
VonBurg, Aiden Watts, Keira Witchey,
Grace-Lynne Yozzo

High Academic Excellence 
7th Grade 

Jacob Abel, Joshua Abel , EmilyAdams,
Jack Afon, Iyanah Ali, Samantha
Almanzar, Annalise Alvarez, Izabella
Alvarez, Delilah Antonini, Emily Baller,
Xavier Banks, Mariana Barros, Lianna
Bastos, Khloe Battista, Cydnee Beaubrun,
Grace Belesaca, Brody Berg,  Joshua
Berrios, Emmitt Bohannon, Deon Bonner,
Madison Boothe, Adam Boris, Jai
Borress, Arden Bosman,  Rockwell

Bosman, Connor Bowman , M a d e l y n
Brager, Farrah Brownell, Jacob Brunner,
Mary Buele-Brito , Cameon Butler,
Elisabeth Cano, Phoebe Cantele, Taryn
Capurro, Emily Cardona-Moschiano,
Maeve Cassidy, Anthony Castro,
Christopher Cerone, Parker Christman,
Victoria Cicero, Amber Clark, Sakyr
Clough, Holden Collins, Claire Crossman,
Cori Cservak, Jace Cuchelo, Faith Cullen,
Sophia Dampf, Nailah Danmola, Kayla
Danso, Michael Davino, Noah Deacon,
Elizabeth DelRosso, Ella Delamater, Itzel
Delgadillo Garcia, Logan DerBoghossian,
Chloe Detweiler, Jackson Devlin, Enoch
DiGabriel, Marylin Dooley, Evan Douglas,
Elijah Dunlow, Luke Edwards, Jason
Enson, Emani Ephram, Emmanuel Erema,
Darleen Familia Garcia, Nicholas Fantone,
Rylee Farrington, Jaxon Favale, Aiden
Ferrera, Daniela Francese, Serafina
Franco, Matthew Galea-Pellegrino, James
Galgano, Aidalyn Garcia, Henry Gates,
Addison Gault, Sophia Gauzza, Francesca
Gesmundo, Aidan Goh, Valroy Grant,
Heidi Guerrero, Jonathan Haskell, Isabella
Hassett, Elijah Henson, Megan Hilton,
Bridget Hollywood, Henry Horton, Grace
Hotle, Andrew Hudson, Hanna Hughes,
Cillian Hynes, Brayden Johaneman, Teigan
Johnson, Alexis Jornov, Sophie Kenyon,
Megan Klopotoski, Kayleigh Kozak, Kylie
Kozma, Isabella La Serna, Morgan
LaCasse, Johana Lasko, Collin Laughlin,
James Laughlin, Keegan Leone, Olivia
Leonetti, Chloe Licata-Vallone, Cody
Licata-Vallone, Dustin Licata-Vallone,
Olivia Licata-Vallone, Olivia Lipiro,
Carmita Llangari Galindo, N i c h o l a s
Lochard, Gabriela Loja Merchan, Sophia
Lomedico, Andrew Lucente, Trevor Lynn,
Jack Macina, Sami Maghnouj, Anthony
Marquez , Isabelle Marshall, Jacob
Martinez, Gracelyn Masek,  Cole Masten,
Ryan McCarthy, Madison McClelland,
Janie Mendez, Tyler Metz,  Michael
Miliambro, Mason Miller, Amelia
Mitchell, Jason Montross, Jonas Morgan,
Jack Morocho, Marshall Mosquera,  Logan
Mozingo, Mackenzie Mulcahy,  Saba Naji,
Benjamin Newman, Daniel Newman,
Oriani Nunez, Caitlyn O'Brien, Violet
O'Hara, Landon Odums, Markel Ogada,
Jonah Olmo, Samantha Orefice,  Matthew
Pacheco , Koi Pardon, Salim Patterson,
Thomas Pearson, Autumn Pelaccio, Matias
Perez, Saniya Pesante, Blake Phrance,
Briella Pisano, Josue Pizarro, Sebastian

Potter, Natalia Praino, Julia Preiato,
Arianna Quintiliani Cruz, Mason Renzo,
Dominick Reyes, Lance Rhodes, Gia
Ricciardi, Joshua Rodriguez-Allen, Sarah
Rojas, Kyla Rosado, Deen Rosario, Alanii
Rose, Ariel Rosenquest, Emilio Salgado
Cordova, Simon Salvati, Lanie Saquicela,
Maggie Satterlee, Andrew Scalia, Melina
Schneck, Mirabai Sen, Amaya Siddique,
Elijah Sierra, David Sirmons, Cameron
Smith, Kylie Smith, Jacqueline Soi,
William Sorell, Zola Stevenson, Jenaya
Stewart,   Christopher Stor, 
Alysea Stumpf, Nurii Tisdale, Brendan
Torsiello,Kyla Trainor, Madison Treybick,
Dante Trocino, Caleb Turrell, Christian
Tuza, Melany Tuza Dumaguala, Mason
Velez, Alyssa Venditto, Ashlynn Vonburg,
Ella Ward,  Logan Washall, Dakota White,
Kimora Williams, Maya Williams, Juliette
Wise, Anatole Wong, Aleksander
Woodward, Julia Yamamoto, Erin
Zangerle, Sadie Zanin, Ariela Zhinin
Alvarez

Academic Excellence 
7th Grade

Raelyn Baje Alejandro, Raul Arias,
Madison Arriaga, Roy Baraza, Nicolas
Best, Hope Black, Sheyla Caballero
Perez, Kieran Carpelino,  Alexsander
Castrejon-Saldivar, Elizabeth Clark, Leah
Cofield-DeMaria, Jac Cortes, Alena
Crescenzo,  Aryanna Cuadrado,
Derinaldo DaCosta, Natalya DePace, Paul
DeVivo, Hailie Derasmo, James Fay, Ella
Gantt, Rrustem Gaxherri, Sianna Gilleo-
Wright, Jacob Haack, Noah Haas,
Dominick Hogan, Kyle Husted, Sophia
Javier-Soto, La'Niya Johnson, Jonathan
Jones, Michaela Kirkpatrick, Enisa
Kurtishi, Jonathan Liu, Natali Lopez,
Isabella Ludwig, Shane Lynch, Lia
Maccaronio, Sophia Macintyre, Brianna
Madison, Kadin Mahin, Maria Malito,
Daniel Marr, Joan Martinez Palacios,
NaLaeyah Maulsby, Charles McArtin,
Jayden Monteiro, Dezire Neely, Matthew
Olsen, Diana Palma, Madison Pape,
Jaylen Patterson, Jahmir Paul, Robert
Perez Alcantara, Aliyah Perry, Cecilia
Piccone, Layla Potanovic, Aiden Rathbun,
Samantha Reed, Derrick Rhoden, Aubrie
Riccoboni, Fionna Rowland, Leilani
Santiago, Titan Simmons, Evan Staples, 
Gianna Stephens, Lukas Sucuzhanay,
Jazlyn Thomas, Gabriella Travis, Jayden
Velez, Tenzin Vigada and  Chase Zolotas.

Wappingers Junior High School
announces honor roll students 

Assemblymember Jonathan Jacobson (D-
104) praised the new State Education
Department Blue Ribbon Commission pro-
posal to require financial literacy classes to
graduate high school. This requirement mir-
rors Jacobson’s own 

bill (A2298), according to his office.
“Graduating high school seniors should

enter adulthood with a basic understanding
of personal finances. By requiring financial
literacy in public high schools, New York
can help ensure that every student, regardless

of their current socioeconomic status, is
equipped to make informed personal finan-
cial decisions,” said Jacobson. 

Jacobson said he is hopeful that this pro-
posal to require financial literacy classes will
be adopted when the Board of Regents

makes final changes in the spring and will be
implemented as soon as possible. 

To learn more about the Blue Ribbon
Commission and New York State gradua-
tion requirements, visit nysed.gov/
grad-measures.

New financial literacy proposal to graduate high school receives praise from Jacobson
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By Bill Jeffway
The story of two persons living

locally during the colonial and the early
American period in northern Dutchess
County (the area that by 1824 became the
town of Pine Plains) reveals the positive
and destructive power of the 1776
American Revolution.

Both men were born at the Manor of
Morrisania, today known as the Bronx.
Morris Graham (1747–1804) was born
into a wealthy, well connected family. His
father was one of the nine partners grant-
ed thousands of acres of land in both the
Upper Nine Partners of northern
Dutchess, and the Great Nine Partners,
which is a large chunk of central
Dutchess County.

Andrew Frazier (ca. 1742–1846) was a
person of color tied closely to the Graham
family. His name and birth were noted in
the family Bible, as enslaved persons
sometimes were. A 1755 survey of
enslaved persons at Morrisania did not
include children under 16 years old, so
we cannot be certain that he was
enslaved. But it is most likely. Andrew
Frazier moved from Morrisannia to north-
ern Dutchess County at the same time as
Morris Graham.

Both served in the Revolutionary War.
Morris Graham was made Colonel. And
Andrew Frazier served as a wagon driver,
and at times, body servant to Col.
Graham. He also patrolled to capture and
jail persons thought to be loyal to the
King of England.

The above map shows two adjacent lots of about 900 acres each that were owned
by the Graham family at the time of the American Revolution. Lewis Graham built a
house that still stands at the center of Pine Plains, while the house of his brother,
Morris Graham, is shown in a 1942 photograph, and is located about one mile south
of the village center. 

-Courtesy of DCHS

Above right is the 1846 headstone of
Andrew Frazier, which notes his
Revolutionary War service. Immediately
to the left and back is the newer memo-
rial recently erected to recognize the
grave of Susan Elizabeth Frazier,
Andrew Frazier’s great-granddaughter
who became a national voice and advo-
cate for women and persons of color at
the turn of the last century.

Morris Graham never married. He had
no children. By 1903 Graham’s headstone
was reported as not found in the small
family plot in Deerfield, Oneida County,
upstate New York where he moved in
1798 when his farm was sold to pay
debts. Today the whole plot is overgrown,
lost in a suburban development.

Andrew Frazier had so many descen-
dants, some of whom remain living local-
ly, he was known as “the ancestor.” His
great-granddaughter, Susan Elizabeth
Frazier, was a national voice and advo-
cate for the equal opportunity of women,
and persons of color based in New 
York City.

Andrew Frazier’s headstone stands
proudly at the family plot in Rhinebeck,
visited and cared for today by veterans
groups. Several years ago, a group raised
money to raise a headstone at the grave of
Susan Elizabeth Frazier.

Graham family
From both the earliest Dutch, and sub-

sequent English period of the Hudson
Valley, the wealthy elite were granted
huge tracts of land. The highest form was
the grant of a Manor. The Morris family
(as in Morristown, New Jersey) and the
Graham family, had intermarried in two
successive generations and came to share
the Manor at Morrisania.

James Graham, one of the nine
Partners mentioned earlier, died at
Morrisania in 1767. Upon his death,
three of his children (one of whom was
Morris Graham), along with Andrew
Frazier, quickly moved to what is today
Pine Plains to claim thousands of acres
granted to their father.

Rectangular lots of roughly 900 acres
were randomly allocated to partners. The
Graham family was fortunate that two
such parcels were adjacent to each other
at what would become the center of Pine
Plains. Two sons in particular were
involved in building houses there: Lewis
Graham built in the northern lot and
Morris Graham in the southern lot. Both
are still standing with the former restored,
and the latter not habitable but stabilized.

Morris Graham
The Revolutionary War became a test

of patriotism and many in the Graham
family stepped forward as officers 
or in one instance, an aide to Gen. 
George Washington.

Morris Graham became a colonel in the
war but quickly had a setback. Perhaps
driven by political motives, in October of
1776 at the famous Battle of White
Plains, Graham was court-martialed when
he was accused by a Colonel Reed of

cowardice, of retreating without firing.
Washington called for the court martial to
happen quickly. It happened within a few
days. Graham was quickly and fully
acquitted. And he served in visible and
active roles through to the very end of the
Revolutionary War. But the incident must
have haunted him.

The end of the war was not kind to
Morris Graham. Like many wealthy indi-
viduals, Graham spent his own money in
support of the war effort that was greatly
under funded. By 1798, Morris Graham’s
stone house and 377-acre farm were
being sold off.

He moved north to Deerfield New York
where he lived with his sister Arabella
and died shortly after, in 1804 at the age
of 58.

Andrew Frazier
Frazier may have earned his freedom

by serving in the Revolutionary War.
Although it took ten years of petitioning,
Andrew Frazier was successful in getting
a significant pension for his war service,
after Congress created the opportunity in
1833.

He became patriarch to a large family
that included soldiers in the Civil War,
WWI and WWII.

Andrew Frazier had an extraordinary
life after the war. He had 11 children.

He was able to buy farmland in Milan,
a strip of land that runs between what is
now Willow Glen Road and Woody Row
Road, building a house there in 1809. His
son Robert was able to greatly expand the
farm in size and acreage in subsequent
years.

Susan Elizabeth Frazier, mentioned
earlier, became the first person of color
allowed to teach White students in New
York City in 1896. She founded and led
the Women’s Auxiliary of the Harlem
Hellfighters in WWII.

As was the tradition, he was buried on
his Milan homestead in 1846 with other
family members until around 1920, in an
effort led by Susan Elizabeth Frazier, the
family plot was purchased and set not
quite within Section E, the section for
persons of color, but adjacent to it, and
overlooking it.

With the recent addition of a headstone
for Susan Elizabeth Frazier, the family
plot has grown to 19 headstones. Andrew
Frazier’s headstone reads “In the
Revolutionary war 1776, In memory of
Andrew Frazier who died June 2, 1846
aged 102 years 11 months and 18 days.”
The words “her voice endures” are
engraved on the headstone of Susan
Elizabeth Frazier.

These stories remind us that what the
historical record maintains, and publish-
es, and what remains in the collective
consciousness and memory of society, is
affected by many factors.

Bill Jeffway is the
Executive Director of the
Dutchess County
Historical Society and
can be reached at bill.
jeffway@dchsny.org or
845- 293-7711.

Reversal of fortune in the wake
of the Revolutionary War
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The holiday season is a time of gather-
ing with family and friends, often consid-
ered a time of goodwill, peace and reflec-
tion. For too many veterans, however,
that’s not the case. For them, the holiday
season can be a time of loneliness, isola-
tion and depression because scores of our
vets are quietly dealing with Post-trau-
matic Stress Syndrome, or PTSD.

Most of the public has heard of PTSD.
In fact, the expression is so common,
many genuinely caring and sympathetic
individuals often have only a modest reac-
tion when they hear it; they don’t know
PTSD is considered a disability under the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

Mental health professionals say this dis-
ability can develop after going through or
witnessing any number of horrendous or
life-threatening situations. Personal expo-
sure to, or witnessing life events such as
assault, physical or sexual abuse, terrorist
attacks and, of course, engaging in the
theatre of combat, are just some examples
that can cause the condition. PTSD is
often debilitating, causing serious prob-
lems in one’s ability to function in social
situations and the workplace, putting
severe stress on relationships.

Through my counseling work with hun-

dreds of veterans suffering with a variety
of PTSD symptoms, I have seen how
tepid – and often unintentional – respons-
es from others causes feelings of shame.
When we don’t recognize PTSD as a true
disability, our veterans may be perceived
as weak as they cope with it, causing
many to fall into a lifestyle of seclusion
and a sense of despair.

Unless a person, or someone close to
them, has had close contact with anyone
dealing with one or more of the symptoms
of PTSD, the condition would understand-
ably seem abstract with little tangible
understanding.

Symptoms of PTSD often mimic other
forms of clinical anxieties, making it hard
to diagnose. Symptoms range from
observable traits like a short temper, over-
reactions, excessive drinking, mood
swings and road rage, to the less overt,
such as sadness, inability to express emo-
tion, boredom or a feeling of doom.

These characteristics are often triggered
and heightened during the holiday season,
causing those suffering to miss out on hol-
iday joy. The expectation of having to be
jovial around family and friends heightens
the trauma, invoking stress and anxiety. In
fact, being around groups is a prime rea-

son bad memories surface in PTSD suffer-
ers, often causing “survivors’ guilt” about
those they once served with who didn’t
make it back home.

Having served two terms of active duty
in battle, both in Iraq and Afghanistan, I
understand this feeling. Even with the
years of knowledge and learned skills I
have acquired in my work with the Vet 2
Vet program and now as Director of
Dutchess County Veterans Services, help-
ing others cope with, and in numerous
cases overcome, this mental health condi-
tion, I still sometimes feel the effects of
my own personal struggle with PTSD
resurface. If it were not for the coping
strategies I’ve learned through years of
support from my peers, I, too, might
struggle a lot more with my own ongoing
battle with PTSD.

Statistics show nearly 60 percent of vet-
erans experience mild to severe symptoms
of PTSD. With Dutchess County home to
some 13,000 veterans, it’s likely most
people reading this column know some-
one in their day-to-day life who struggles
with some form of PTSD.

My goal in my current role is to teach
the public of the trauma many local veter-
ans experienced during their time defend-

ing our country, and help open dialogue
with their loved ones who may be dealing
with PTSD. Explaining its complexity and
gravity helps give those struggling full
access to the treatment and benefits avail-
able to them. There are many service
providers available in Dutchess County to
help those coping with the disability.

Successfully treating people with
PTSD, especially during the holidays, has
many levels to it – both clinically and per-
sonally. Communicating with those you
trust; setting limits on the amount of time
spent and the kinds of activities you can
handle; taking exercise and mental health
breaks; and having a plan in place to cope
with anxiety are helpful strategies to prac-
tice during this time of year.

Those who have served in the military,
going into battle under some of the most
dangerous conditions one could imagine,
are some of the bravest people I know.
Let’s help them win their battle with
PTSD. We at Veterans Services and
Mental Health of America (MHA) want
all our vets to know they are not alone.

Please call us at 845-486-2060 for an
appointment or learn more at
dutchessny.gov/veterans.

PTSD and the Holidays
VETERANS NEWS WITH ADAM ROCHE       

Adam Roche

Food banks, restaurants team up
on ‘Holiday Hunger Appeal’

This year, in an effort to make an
even bigger impact on lives of individ-
uals and families, the Regional Food
Bank of Northeastern New York and
Food Bank of the Hudson Valley have
teamed up with the New York State
Restaurant Association (NYSRA) and
local restaurants for its “Holiday
Hunger Appeal.”

The campaign is the Food Bank’s
largest and most significant fundraising
event of the year. It runs until
Christmas Eve.

Participating restaurants have Food
Bank signage driving diners to a cus-
tomized landing page where they can
make donations on the spot from their
mobile phones. Restaurants on board
include Wildfire Grill, 88 Charles
Street, Blue Java Coffee and Market,
Iron Café, Il Cenocola, Shadows on the
Hudson, West Hills Country Club, and
Cosimo’s. NYSRA has been recruiting
members throughout the Food Bank’s
23-county coverage area to participate
in the campaign. Restaurants can sign
up to participate by contacting Kyleigh
Cherry at kyleighc@regionalfood-
bank.net.

Additionally, a Holiday Hunger

Appeal display has been set up at
Woodbury Common Premium Outlets
and the Galleria at Crystal Run, and fliers
are being distributed at Bethel Woods
Center for the Arts during its Peace, Love
& Lights month-long event as a way to
share the holiday spirit.

“Food insecurity is an issue for millions
of New Yorkers 365 days a year. But it is
especially difficult during the holiday
season. We are incredibly thankful for the
participation of local restaurants to help
raise the funds needed to put food on the
tables of the community members we
serve across the Hudson Valley. These
efforts can truly make a difference,” said
Tom Nardacci, CEO of the Regional Food
Bank of Northeastern New York.

“Cosimo’s Restaurant Group is proud
to be a partner for the Regional Food
Bank’s Holiday Hunger Appeal. We feel
very strongly about the Food Bank and its
mission,” said Nick Citera of Cosimo's
Management Group.

“We are extremely proud to participate
in this community appeal. We understand
how difficult the holidays can be for so
many families in our area. Anything 
we can do to increase awareness and 
help make a positive change is our

honor,” said Michael Bonura of Bonura Hospitality Group.

United Way of the Dutchess-Orange Region
is challenging the community to a 21-Day
Equity Challenge that will share resources
about specific equity topics in our communi-
ty for each day of the challenge. One can
choose to read an article, watch a video or
listen to a podcast - or delve more deeply
into the topic by engaging with all three.

Depending on one’s choice, each challenge
will take a few minutes, up to an hour daily.
The 21-Day Equity Challenge begins on
January 15th, Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
This is an opportunity to develop a deeper
understanding of how inequality affects our
lives and our community. To sign up,  to
www.uwdor.org/mlk24.

Sign up for 21-Day Equity Challenge
by United Way of Dutchess-Orange 
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Obituaries

Ralph J. Holt Jr. 

WAPPINGERS FALLS - Ralph J. Holt
Jr., 69, of Wappinger Falls, NY passed
away on December 12, 2023. He was
born in Lowell, MA on December 8,
1954, the eldest son of the late Sylvia and
Ralph Holt Sr. Ralph graduated from
John Jay High School.

Ralph was preceded in death by his
brother Brian, and is survived by his wife
of 45 years Mary Jane, his children
Shannon and Caitlin Holt, his brothers
Dennis (Lori), John (Denise), and
Christopher (Karen), as well as several
nieces and nephews.

Calling hours were held on Monday,
December 18th at Delehanty Funeral
Home, 64 East Main Street, Wappingers

Falls, NY. The Mass of Christian Burial was offered on Tuesday, December 19th at St.
Columba Church, 835 Route 82, Hopewell Junction, NY followed by interment in
Wappingers Rural Cemetery.

Jerry A. Rocco

Former long time Westchester County
resident, Jerry A. Rocco, 98, passed away
after a brief illness on Sunday December
10, 2023 at the at the FDR Montrose VA
Medical Center’s Veterans Nursing
Facility. 

Jerry was born in Manhattan, NY on
September 2, 1925. Jerry was raised first
in Lodi, NJ before moving to The Bronx
until he joined the Navy in January 1944
for a two year enlistment stint as a radio
operator. Jerry served on the LCS – 88
(aka The Mighty Midgets) in the Pacific
Theater which included participating in
the Battle of Okinawa. Jerry was
Honorably Discharged in January 1946.
Jerry was awarded the Asiatic Pacific One
Star Ribbon, the Commendation One Star
Ribbon, the American Theatre Ribbon,
the Victory Medal and the Asiatic –

Pacific Theatre of War Campaign Ribbon. Upon returning back home in New York
after the war, Jerry reluctantly returned to his field of training which was a meat
cutter/butcher. Not long after that, using these skills, Jerry embarked on a fifty year
sales career, with primary concentration in the new home food plan industry. 

In 1950, Jerry married Mary T. Byrne of Pelham, NY. They had two children, Steven
and David. After first living in Yonkers for twenty years, they moved to Mt. Vernon for
the next eighteen years. In 1987, Jerry and Mary relocated to their dream house in
Hopewell Jct., NY. They were married for 43 years until Mary passed away in 1993 due
to complications due to pneumonia. Jerry lived in Dutchess County until December
2020 where he was relocated to live in an assisted living facility in northern
Westchester. When this arrangement became untenable because of Jerry’s failing
health, he was admitted to the FDR Montrose VA Medical Center’s Veterans Nursing
Facility where he stayed until he passed due to complications of a major stroke.

Jerry is survived by his sons, Steven (AnnMarie) and David (Ruby) as well as seven
grandchildren and six great grandchildren. He is also predeceased by his mother,
Antonietta, his father, Antonino, his brothers Michael and Eugene and sister Nina
Borrusso.

Calling hours will be held on Monday December 18, 2023 from 4-8 pm at the
McHoul Funeral Home, Inc., 895 Route 82, Hopewell Junction. A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held on Tuesday December 19, 2023 at 10 am at the Church of St. Denis,
602 Beekman Rd., Hopewell Junction.

Carmine D. Giordano

BEACON - Carmine D. “Toote”
Giordano, a lifelong resident of Beacon,
entered into rest on December 10, 2023. He
was 102 years old.

Toote was born on July 14, 1921 in
Beacon the son of the late Vincenzo and
Madelaina Pietragallo Giordano. On August
25, 1942 he married the former Audrey
Coons. Mrs. Giordano predeceased Toote in
2004.

Carmine proudly served in the U.S. Army
during World War II where he served in the
Army Air Corps until his honorable dis-
charge in 1945. Toote worked as a hairdress-
er and owned Carl’s Beauty Salon in
Newburgh before retiring. He was a parish-
ioner of St. Joachim – St. John the
Evangelist Church, a longtime member of
the Southern Dutchess Country Club, a life
member of the Knights of Columbus, Trinity

Council #445 and a former member of the Beacon Elks Lodge #1493.
Toote is survived by his children, Michele Zane and her husband, Brian, Carla Robinson

and her husband, John, Michael Giordano and his wife, Christine, Gina Morgan and Danielle
Haran and her husband, Brian; his thirteen grandchildren and eleven great grandchildren;
many nieces and nephews and extended family.

In addition to his parents and wife, Toote was predeceased by his daughter, Karen
Giordano in 1966; his siblings, Dominic, Vito, Bartolomeo, Michael, Joseph, Tony, Louis
Giordano, Florence Bingert and Kate LaValle.

Family and friends will gather on Wednesday, December 20 from 3 to 7 p.m. at Riverview
Funeral Home by Halvey, 2 Beekman Street, Beacon. Members of the Knights of Columbus
will conduct a service at 6 p.m. at the funeral home. A Mass of Christian Burial will be held
on Thursday, December 21 at 10 a.m. at St. John the Evangelist Church, 35 Willow Street,
Beacon followed by cremation. Military honors and burial of Toote’s ashes will be held on
Friday, December 22 at 10 a.m. at St. Joachim Cemetery, Beacon.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to either the Church of St. Joachim –
St. John the Evangelist or to the Alzheimer’s Association.

To send a personal condolence please visit www.riverviewbyhalvey.com.
Funeral arrangements are under the care of Patrick J. Halvey of Riverview Funeral Home

by Halvey, LLC.

Debra Pisco

FORMERLY OF BEACON - Debra
Pisco (72) of Tampa, Florida passed away
peacefully after an extended illness,
December 9, 2023. She was born in
Beacon, New York and received a nursing
degree from Vassar College. She worked
at Butterfield Hospital in Cold Spring,
New York, prior to moving to Tampa,
Florida in 1983. She loved being around
children, which led her to the
Hillsborough County School System
where she taught at both Lake Magdalene
and Carrollwood Elementary Schools
until retirement.

She was preceded in death by her par-
ents Edmund and Delores Turner, and her
sister Cherie. She is survived by her hus-

band Vincent, daughters Tara and Heather, and son Brad; along with four
grandchildren.

A private family memorial service will be held, prior to internment later this year at
St. Joachim's Cemetery in Beacon New, York.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the Shriners Children Hospital (813-
281-0300), 2900 N. Rocky Point Drive, Tampa, Florida 33607.

MaryAnn Leenig

FISHKILL - MaryAnn Leenig, age 72,
passed away on December 15, 2023 at St.
Luke’s Cornwall Hospital in Newburgh.
She was born on March 11, 1951 in Mt.
Vernon, NY to the late Louis and Nettie
(LaMagna) Cavuoto. On December 30,
1972, she married her beloved husband
Ronald R. Leenig at St. James the Apostle
Church in Carmel, NY. Ronald survives
at their family home in Fishkill.

For 15 years, MaryAnn worked as the
Regional Assistant Manager for
Fragrance Outlet in Woodbury Commons.
She was on the Zoning Board of Appeals
in the Town of Fishkill and volunteered
for a number of community and school
related events. These events included

assisting in the kitchen for CYO basketball games, manning the concession stand for
girls recreational softball games and providing baked goods for school bake sales.
MaryAnn was a wonderful cook who also excelled at baking. She catered events and
wedding parties. MaryAnn was best known for her delicious eggplant and meatballs,
along with her sugar cookie platters which she delivered as gifts during the holidays.
Prior to going back to work full-time, MaryAnn looked after the children of family
members and neighborhood friends, before and after school. Often being referred to as
a "second mother" by many of the children she cared for over the years. MaryAnn was
a loyal, generous, and loving person. Family and friends meant everything to MaryAnn.
She loved being a grandma more than anything, and cherished all the time she spent
with her grandchildren.

In addition to her beloved husband Ronald, MaryAnn is survived by her children,
Nicole Sullivan and domestic partner, Roderick Perpetua of Wappingers Falls, NY, and
Michele Miller of Fishkill, NY; her grandchildren: Ethan and Aidan Sullivan, and
Addison and Brody Miller; her sisters Theresa Girolamo and Michelle Cavuoto; as well
as several beloved nieces and nephews.

Funeral arrangements are private and under the direction of McHoul Funeral Home
of Fishkill, Inc. 1089 Main St. Fishkill. A memorial service will be held in early March
for friends and family to honor and celebrate MaryAnn. The family will notify friends
and loved ones of the date and location once finalized.

Please consider making a donation in memory of MaryAnn to St. Jude’s Children’s
Research Hospital www.stjude.org

Joan Gasparovic Gambeski

FISHKILL - Joan “Schatzie” Gasparovic Gambeski died after a brief illness on Sunday,
December 10, at the age of 62.

She was a dedicated community leader and a devoted mother with an extensive network
of family and friends who will miss her. In her role as Executive Director, Gifts and Legacy
Planning, at Marist College, she was passionate about working collaboratively with donors,
colleagues, and key partners to make a difference in the lives of others.

She is survived by her husband of 34 years, George P. Gambeski, her children, Catherine
Gambeski and Mark Gambeski, all of Fishkill NY, and her sister, Elaine Jay, of Dallas TX.

Calling hours will be Friday, January 12, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Wm. G. Miller & Son
FH, Inc., 371 Hooker Ave, Poughkeepsie, NY, 12603. A Memorial Mass will be held on
Saturday, January 13, at 11 a.m. at Our Lady Seat of Wisdom Chapel at Marist College.

Arrangements are under the direction of the Wm. G. Miller & Son FH, Inc. If you wish to
send an online condolence, please visit our website at www.wmgmillerfuneralhome.com.
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Local municipalities celebrate
season with variety of holiday events

From top left: A lights parade was part of the holiday festivities in the Town of
Poughkeepsie. 

Santa waves while arriving by fire truck to the Village of Fishkill’s holiday event
outside of Van Wyck Village Hall. 

The annual Tree Lighting Ceremony for the Town of Wappinger took place at
Schlathaus Park. The lighting of the Christmas tree and a Menorah took place out-
side the East Fishkill Community Center in East Fishkill. Members of the
Wappingers Falls PBA gather around Santa while he pays a visit during the Village
of Wappingers Falls annual Tree Lighting and Holiday Lights Parade.

-Courtesy photos 

Holiday Open House at the Van
Wyck Homestead set December 28

The Fishkill Historical Society will host
its annual holiday open house on
December 28 at 6:30 p.m. There will be
music, refreshments including mulled
cider, crafts, kids’ games, and an opportu-
nity to learn a couple English Country
Dance steps to dance like George

Washington loved. There will be a reading
by Town of Fishkill Council Member
Brian Wrye. The fireplace in the kitchen
will be going.

The Van Wyck Homestead Museum,
504 Route 9 in Fishkill, the driveway is
accessed from Snook Road.

��������	
����
���
���������	����

�
���
��������	�����
�����	�������� !

�����������	�
��	�
������������
�������	�
��

�
�������	�
�	�

�������������

�
���
�������	�
��

�
����

����

�

�
��
	�
����
��
��
����	� 
�
�
��
�
!"��#
$�


�
����

����
�

��
�
�
�
��
	
�������	�
%���
	��

�	���
���&
	�
'�(�
��#
)
*
�
�����
����
�

�
��
	+�
�

��

�
����
#
,�
	�

����&
	�
	��
��-
�
��
��	�



.��/��&
+���	��
��
	
+��
	��
+
����

���	����0


�������������
�
$�

%���
����	����
��

�������	�
�	�
����
�

�
��
��
1���	� 
�
�
��
�

!2��
	�
3����
	�#




Page 2B SOUTHERN DUTCHESS NEWS December 20, 2023

DRIVE-THRU LIGHT SHOW

SCAN NOW TO 
BUY TICKETS OR VISIT 

www.thewonderlandoflights.com

@THEWONDERLANDOFLIGHTS

DUTCHESS COUNTY 
FAIRGROUNDS

6636 U.S. 9, RHINEBECK, NY 12572

COMING 

SOON! NOV 22 - DEC 30
SELECT NIGHTS 5:30 PM-9PM

Libby Funeral Home, local cemeteries host 
Wreaths Across America ceremonies 

The annual Wreaths
Across America ceremony
took place at the Fishkill
Rural Cemetery on Dec. 16.
The annual tradition is to
honor veterans, MIAs and
POWs. Making remarks
during the ceremony were
Joseph Schuka, a funeral
director with Libby Funeral
Home in Beacon, and Fr.
Adolfo Occeno, who is with
St. Mary, Mother of the
Church, in Fishkill. 

Libby Funeral Home staff
also held a Wreaths Across
America ceremony on Dec.
17 at the Poughkeepsie
Rural Cemetery in
Poughkeepsie. 

-Photos by Kristine Coulter, 
courtesy photos  
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get growing!                                                    by mark adams

Wonderland
Wonderland Farm is a Rhinebeck tradition.

Open Mic at the Howland
Cultural Center on Dec. 22

The Howland Open Mic will be held
on Dec. 22 at 7 p.m. and then it is only
three days to go till Santa time. Sign-ups
begin at 6:15 p.m., the drawing for time

slots is at 6:45 p.m. and the show starts at
7 p.m. The host is Jay Strauss. Organizers
ask attendees offer a donation and have
refreshments available by donation. 

John Lobotsky Jr. John and Walter with foxes

Steven Lobotsky with wife Patty and grandchildren Jakson (on the left) and
Lennox

-Courtesy photos 

me, which she started doing at age 8. “You'd
be out there dragging your burlap sack, not a
worry in the world.”

John Lobotsky’s wife, Joan, died a few
years ago. John’s sister Julia, who just turned
100, lives with him. She is a famous scien-
tist, known for her work with the Society for
the Study of Reproduction.

There’s some confusion about where the
name “Wonderland” came from. Possibly

because of the wonderful food and flowers
the farm produced. A more prosaic version
has it that it was a wonder anything would
grow at all since the ground was so full of
rocks. Perfect for Christmas trees.

Mark Adams is an agricultural advisor to
the Dutchess County Executive, Dutchess
County B.O.C.E.S. and Cornell University.

Steven Lobotsky was sold out of
Christmas trees, 43 days before Christmas.
Every year, I try to stop at a local cut-your-
own tree farm to scare up a story about a
local farmer trying to make their way in the
world.

But not today. Steven explained that
Wonderland Farm can only supply 300 trees
each season, and people were buying their
trees earlier and earlier every year, a trend
that started during the Covid era. All of this
year’s balsam, canaan and fraser firs had
found a home. He will replant a thousand
saplings next spring.

I took in the scene – a warm fire, hand-
decorated wreaths, families dragging in the
last of the trees, followed by the inevitable
family dog. I couldn’t really write an article
about it, since Wonderland Farm was closing
for the season. As I was about to say good-
bye, I turned and asked, “Say, Steven, how’s
your dad doing?”

Everyone around the fire perked up at the
mention of the iconic John Lobotsky, Jr.
“He’s doing great. Still living at home, right
up the road,” Steven said. “You ought to go
visit him. He’s 97 years old. He'd love to 
see you.”

I tried to call. There was no cell service on
the summit of White Schoolhouse Road in
Rhinebeck. Steven told me to go up to John’s
house and walk right in. Which I did.

Steven was correct. John was doing great,
and it was as if we hadn't missed a beat.
Lounging in his recliner, gripping a pair of
divining rods which he uses to direct the
flow of water into various ponds and
streams, John regaled me with stories about
the old days on the farm.

Eighty years ago, before interstate high-
ways and refrigerated trucks, all fresh veg-
etables were grown locally. Sweet corn,
tomatoes, beans, strawberries, and asparagus
were the main crops at Wonderland. The har-
vest was hauled to markets in Poughkeepsie,
like Mohican Market on Main Street, or put
on trains bound for Manhattan. In the winter,

John and local merchant Sam Ianna would
drive their old rack body truck up to the
Adirondacks to cut Christmas trees and
bring them home to sell in town.

“We made good, honest money,” John
exclaimed.

John was born a little too late to serve in
World War II, so he got a job after the war
working for the Department of
Environmental Conservation. It seems there
was a rabies epidemic among the wild foxes
in the Harlem Valley. John and brother
Walter were hired to kill foxes – 2,300 of
them. He showed me photos to prove it.

Wonderland Farm was founded in 1921,
by John’s father John Lobotsky Sr., who fled
the country Belarus right after the Russian
Revolution. In modern parlance he’d be
called an asylum seeker.

Lots of immigrants started farming in the
Hudson Valley around that time, including
my grandfather Ralph Adams. My dad and
John Jr. became friends, or more like com-
rades in arms, as they traded products back
and forth, depending on who had too many
or too few boxes of tomatoes or bushels of
corn. As a teenager, I picked corn at
Wonderland when our fields ran low. During
a dry summer in the mid-1960s, I remember
my dad standing on the side porch staring
into the distance.

“Look at those clouds,” he cried. “They’re
headed right over to John Lobotsky’s place.”

As the vegetable deal lost steam in the
1970s, Wonderland started raising cut flow-
ers – asters and delphiniums, which led to
the rise of Wonderland Florist, Nursery and
Farm Market in the Village of Rhinebeck,
still thriving under the direction of John’s
daughter Lynn. I stopped by to chat with
daughter Susan (there is also daughter
Joann) about her experiences growing up on
the farm. Susan lives in Texas, but comes
“home” to help out at the busy times. She
had just returned to the shop after delivering
a van load of flower arrangements.

“I used to love picking beans,” she told
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love to cook                                                 by vicki frank day

Merry Christmas Cookies
Vicki’s version of this time-honored treat kicks up the lemon flavor.

Vicki’s version of “Betty Crocker’s Merry Christmas Cookies” calls for extra-lemo-
ny flavor. 

-Photos by Vicki Frank Day

bread? Every year, my mother pulls out
the impressive bin filled with cookie cut-
ters, most vintage, and specific ones are
used for certain types. Houses, people,
trees, snowflakes and bells, a lion, camel,
cat, pig, cow and even a hippo to name a
few all make their mark and add fun and
whimsy, whether decorated with icing,
sugar or left plain.

There’s one more kind that my sister
and I love, and I have taken over making
them because they’re not mama’s cup of
tea. We grew up calling them lemon
dough cookies but the original recipe
from our well-worn 1960s Betty Crocker
cookbook says they are, in fact, Merry
Christmas Cookies. Kissed with honey
and lemon extract, they are soft and light
and lovely and the ones I’m sharing with
you today.

Before I do, a few quick notes: because
I love the lemon aspect of these (and just
can’t leave well enough alone), I have
taken liberties with the original recipe,
adding a bit of fresh lemon juice and zest.
The cookies will spread when baked so
don’t be surprised if you use a detailed
cutter but get somewhat blobby results.
Also, when it comes to decorating, I keep
it simple with a sprinkling of colored
sugar. Betty’s recipe suggests using a thin
royal icing, which you would do once
they’ve baked and cooled, but I think it
overpowers the delicate flavors of the
cookie and I prefer mine less sweet.

LEMON-HONEY
CHRISTMAS COOKIES

I recommend doubling this recipe,
adapted from “Betty Crocker’s Merry
Christmas Cookies.” You will need to
chill the dough before rolling and cutting.
Even so it will be sticky, so you’ll also
need to flour your surface and the rolling
pin. The cookies should be golden in color
with a soft texture and a lovely honeyed
lemon flavor.

INGREDIENTS
1/3 cup (5 1/3 tablespoons) butter, room

temperature
1/3 cup sugar
1 egg
2/3 cup honey
1 teaspoon lemon extract
1 teaspoon fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon fresh lemon zest
2 ¾ cup flour (plus more for dusting the

rolling surface)
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon salt

METHOD
In a large bowl, mix butter, sugar, egg,

honey, lemon extract, juice and zest thor-
oughly.

In a separate bowl, sift or whisk togeth-
er flour, baking soda and salt.

Add flour mixture to dough a third at a
time, mixing well to combine. Chill for at
least 30 minutes.

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Lightly
grease 1-2 baking sheets and set aside.

Sift flour over your surface and rolling
pin. Place some of the dough on the sur-
face. You will likely have to add flour as
you go. (It’s OK to lightly dust the top of
the dough too if you find it sticking to the
rolling pin). Roll out to about 1/4-inch
thickness (I make mine a little thicker),
then cut into shapes. If using sugar to dec-
orate, sprinkle it on now. Transfer to pre-
pared baking sheets with a spatula and
bake 8-10 minutes (Betty says ‘until no
imprint remains when touched lightly.’) I
recommend checking after 8 minutes.
Transfer to a cooling rack.

Betty claims this makes about 5 dozen
cookies, but I find it makes 2-3, probably
because I uses cutters of different sizes.

There’s still time to bake some
Christmas love. With all you likely have
to do you may not think so, but I promise
you, taking the time to do something like
this will do wonders for your spirit. Just
let go, turn on some holiday tunes, find
your rhythm and make it fun. Take your
mind off everything else for a little while
and gift yourself and the ones you love
some fresh-baked magic. If you do, I hope
it becomes part of your family’s tradi-
tions, too, filling your hearts with comfort
and joy. Merry Christmas!

Vicki Frank Day’s background includes
over two decades in various aspects of the
food service industry. In addition, she has
over 27 years’ experience in marketing,
graphic design, copy writing, food styling
and research. She believes cooking should
be a fun adventure, that food should 
be an experience and that every day can
be a special occasion. Email her at 
vickiloves2cook@gmail.com.

My sincerest wish is that you feel the
spirit of Christmas. I hope, as you shop
and wrap and prepare, that your heart is
full because that is a gift you give your-
self. If you have managed to hold joy and
peace there during this hectic time, then
all will be merry and bright and that is a
beautiful thing.

I have often written about the true
meaning behind this holiday because it
gives me hope to think that the magic of
Christmas is alive and well, being passed
along through the generations through the
traditions we keep. As I decorated my tree
and began planning this year’s menu I
was, as always, filled with happiness,
warmth and lovely nostalgia, things I find
I need now more than ever. It is a time
when traditions bring comfort and fill me
with love and gratitude.

Of course, food plays a big part for me
in all of this and, again, this brings com-
fort and calms the stress that swirls
around in my mind. I find I can set bad
thoughts aside this time of year as I go
through the routines of the season. Simple
things, like breaking out favorite recipes,
planning Christmas dinner, wrapping gifts
as I sit beside the tree and going through

my vintage ornaments are rituals that heal
and just plain make me happy. Most of
this I do for the ones I love but in doing so
I find it’s just as much for myself.

How fortunate I am to have strong fam-
ily traditions! Our Christmases have
always been filled with time-honored rit-
uals and I dearly love adding to them as I
put them into practice each year. My
mother has baked Christmas cookies for
as long as I can remember, recipes that
have become an important part of the hol-
iday for me. I’m not sure if I really helped
her when I was little, but I know she
always loved having me there, even as I
got older. As I grew up and life pulled me
away, she would do it by herself. When
my nephew came along, he took my place
and he and his girlfriend still make it a
point to help her. Even my father has
stepped in, something I love picturing and
am grateful for.

Mama always makes several kinds, and
we all have our favorites. For my father
there are thin, delicate cream cheese
cookies and cheesecake bars. For my sis-
ter and me, her date-filled balls rolled in
coconut or nuts, dubbed meatball cookies,
are a must. And who doesn’t love ginger-

By Bill Green
Come visit us at our new office at the to

the Davis House on Anne Avenue (up
from Frankie's Superette). Our phone and
fax numbers remain the same.

Many thanks to Butch and his crew for
emptying Lime Kiln and moving it to our
new “digs!” 

We are signing up residents (and non-
residents) for our first trip in 2024 on
Sunday, January 14, to the Catskills resort
Casino. The fee is $40, and it includes
round trip Coach Tours Transportation, tip
for driver, $25 free slots play and a $15
food voucher. You may sign up now at the
Davis House or online.

Our March 10 trip to NYC to see
“Wicked” is now filled.

If you are interested in putting an ad or
information about your organization in
our 2024 East Fishkill Recreation Guide,
give us a call. 

Our Mens Adult Basketball Program
meets on Sunday mornings from 9-11
a.m. at Van Wyck Junior High School
(VWJHS). This program is filled, and no
new participants may attend.

Our youth basketball league games are
played at Gayhead Elementary School,
VWJHS and John Jay HS.

If you have any recreation questions or
concerns, please call 845-226-8395 or go
to Recreation1@eastfishkillny.gov.

The Recreation Department wishes
everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy,
healthy and safe New Year.

East Fishkill
Recreatio

n
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Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center to 
host 3 new eclectic art exhibitions

The Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center, located
at 9 and 12 Vassar Street in Poughkeepsie,
will kick off 2024 with three new eclectic art
exhibitions in their Visual Art Galleries that
will run from January 3 to February 29.
Featured in the Victorian Gallery at 9 Vassar
Street will be Stacy Pearl, and at 12 Vassar
Street will be Jane Ehrlich in the Reception
Gallery and Rebecca Zeh in the Hancock
Gallery. Free Public Art Opening Receptions
will be held on Friday, January 5, from 5 pm
to 7 p.m. for Jane Ehrlich and Rebecca Zeh
at 12 Vassar Street, and again on Friday,
January 12, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. for Stacy
Pearl at 9 Vassar Street.

Stacy Pearl was born in Brighton Beach,
Brooklyn and attended Rhode Island
School of Design, The Art Students League
of New York, and Tyler School of Art and
Architecture at Temple University. Her
exhibition at the Cunneen-Hackett Art
Center, the Meaningless Paintings series,
was completed over the past few years,
mostly during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and consists of representational imagery.
“These works incorporate imagery from
‘high’ art to popular culture, from sports to
science, to food, to tools and machines, to
idyllic scenery — it’s all fair game,” she
relays. “Choosing the images is intuitive,
random, and fun…when a specific image
speaks to me, that’s when I know it’s
right.” Previously working in an abstract
minimalist style that focused on color, pat-

tern and texture, Pearl’s current artwork
removes any sort of narrative and has no
secret meaning. Her works have been
exhibited at Barrett Art Center
(Poughkeepsie, NY), Vestige Concept
Gallery (Pittsburgh, PA), Cerulean Arts
(Philadelphia, PA), Prince Street Gallery
(New York, NY), Greenpoint Gallery
(Brooklyn, NY), and The Art Center
Highland Park (Highland Park, IL). She
has lived all over the world and now
resides in New York with a model-maker
husband, a perpetually knitting mother, and
a great dog.

Jane Ehrlich attended the School of Visual
Arts, Pratt Institute and The Brooklyn
Museum School. Her exhibition of paintings
at the Cunneen-Hackett Arts Center are part
of an ongoing series called “Fragmented
Transparencies” that have a single “color
field” activated by the addition of accumula-
tions of transparent and opaque layers of
white, straight, zig zag, and curvilinear lay-
ers. “The layers refer to the base color imply-
ing a degree of spatial context but intention-
ally maintain a shallow depth, creating ten-
sion within the visible field…forms are
painted one at a time, each form referring to
the one before as it transports its individual
information, nuances and accidents of appli-
cation,” she explains. “The shapes repeat and
transmute as they inhabit the painting but
never as pattern; as the surface is mapped
some forms collide, some connect and some

coalesce, and through this process, the layers
of monochromatic transparencies, and tonal
variations begin to resonate with light and
the painting becomes activated.” Ehrlich
has exhibited in New York, Florida, New
Hampshire, and Maine, with her work
recently showcased at Radius 50
(Woodstock, NY), 72 A -One A Silvermine
Gallery (New Canaan, CT), Hudson Eye
(Hudson), Lockwood Gallery (Kingston),
Salon Zurcher - Women of Spirit (New York,
NY), Mohawk Hudson Regional (Albany),
and 3 Abstract Artists - Susan Eley Fine Arts
(New York, NY) to name a few. A recipient
of the 2022 and 2023 Community Arts
Grant, New York State Council of the Arts,
Ehrhlich lives and works in Hudson, 
NY and is the founder of the annual Open
Studio Hudson.

Rebecca Zeh is an interdisciplinary artist
who received her BFA with a concentration
in drawing from Pratt Institute in 2012. She
is also an improvisational dancer who has
studied movement since she was 6 years old.
Utilizing mixed media and print-making
techniques, she creates a visual space where
dance, creative movement, nature, and art-
making intersect evoking the feeling of mov-
ing as one with the elements of the outdoors.
“The imagery depicted is inspired by photo-
graphic references, video references, and
recounted memories of adventures exploring
movement in outdoor settings,” she explains.
“My unique experiences dancing outdoors

and in dance class strongly inform my artis-
tic practice.” Ms. Zeh has exhibited her work
in several art galleries and businesses
throughout New York State that include The
Art Center of the Capital Region, Saratoga
Arts, LARAC, Albany Center Gallery, The
Hallway Gallery at Second Street Studios,
344 Storefront, The Blooming Artist Gallery,
Spring Street Gallery, Paul Nigra Center for
Creative Arts, and North Country Arts
Council. Her work has been published in
Barzakh Magazine and The Crit Zine by
Symmetry Art Space as well as featured in
The Daily Gazette and 518 Profiles
Magazine. In 2023 she was the recipient of
an Honorary Mention Award at the Annual
Expressions Juried Art Show at North
Country Arts Council in Glens Falls. Her
home, which is also her studio, is located in
Ballston Lake.

The Hancock Gallery and Reception
Gallery at 12 Vassar Street are open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. but visitors must call the Cunneen-
Hackett Arts Center Office at 845-486-4571
for access. The 12 Vassar Street Galleries
are also open during events at the VBI
Theatre. The Victorian Gallery at 9 Vassar
Street is open Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Visit the Cunneen-Hackett
Arts Center website at cunneen-hackett.org
for more information on the artists 
exhibiting their work in the Visual 
Art Galleries.
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PK South Ave LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) 10/5/2023.
Cty: Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to 162 Rinaldi
Blvd, Apt. D, Pough-
keepsie, NY 12601.
General Purpose
________________

________________

Dr. Mariah Carroll
Medicine, PLLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec.
of State of NY(SSNY)
8/15/2023. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to 2633 South
Road, A7, Pough-
keepsie, NY 12601.
Purpose: Medicine
________________

________________

Riga Station LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec.
of State of NY(SSNY)
10/12/2023. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to Michael
Lynch, 106 Upper
Main St, PO Box 1776,
Sharon, CT 06069.
General Purpose
________________

________________

RIVERFRONT TAX,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with SSNY on
11/07/23. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY desg. as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNYshall
mail process to 369
MAIN STREET
#541,BEACON, NY,
12508. Any lawful 
purpose.
________________

________________

Dukes Nutrition &
Wellness LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY)
4/26/2023. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to Susan
Dukarm, 5 Dogwood
Hill Rd, Wappingers
Falls, NY 12590. 
General Purpose
________________

________________

SCOTT SHAFFER
MD, PLLC Articles of
Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 11/6/23.
Office in Dutchess Co.
SSNY desig. agent of
LLC whom process
may be served.  SSNY
shall mail process to
10 Carolina Dr.,
Rhinebeck, NY
12572, which is also
the principal business
location. Purpose: To
practice Medicine.
________________

________________

6054 Real Estate
LLC, Arts of Org. filed
with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY)
8/23/2023. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to 29 Thames

Rd, Poughkeepsie,
NY 12603. General
Purpose
________________

________________

NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION of DOLCE &
ROBB LLC. Arts. Of
Org. filed with the
SSNY on 4/24/2023.
Office: Dutchess
County.  SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served.  SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to William
Robb at 36 Haight Av-
enue, PO Box 1053,
Millbrook, NY 12545.
Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.
________________

________________

JT SAMUEL LLC.
Filed 9/3/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: Nick Brinas, 15
Cedardale Loop,
Wappingers Falls, NY
12590. Purpose:
General.
________________

________________

RuDawgs LLC - Filed
10/02/23 - Location:
Dutchess County, NY
- Secretary of State is
designated as agent
of LLC for process &
shall mail to: 49 East
Main St APT 4 
Beacon, NY 12508 -
Purpose: Mobile 
Food Service
________________

________________

Q Performance
Horses, LLC. Filed
11/7/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 9 Middle Island
Boulevard, Middle 
Island, New York
12567. Purpose:
Horse Training,
Boarding and Sales.
________________

________________

347 Main Holding
LLC. Filed with SSNY
on 11/6/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: 40 
Garden Street Ste 
305 Poughkeepsie
NY 12601. Purpose:
any lawful
________________

________________

Spartan Real 
Property Holdings,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed
with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY)
11/7/2023. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to 596-598
Freedom Plains Rd,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. General 
Purpose
________________

Notice of Formation of
34 CANDC LLC.
Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secy of
State (SSNY)
9/27/23. Office 
location Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to
40 Du Bois

Ave.,Poughkeepsie,
NY 12601 Purpose:
any lawful activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
RJO Maintenance
LLC Arts. of Org. Filed
with SSNY on
11/14/2023. Office 
location: Dutchess
County Regulo Ortiz
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to 
Regulo Ortiz, 21 Cary
Rd., Hyde Park, NY
12538, Purpose of
LLC: engage in any
lawful act or activity.
________________

________________

COMFORT TOUCH
HOME CARE LLC.
Filed 7/26/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: c/o Paula Juggan,
153 Mansion St,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12601. Purpose:
General.
________________

________________

F O R T U N A
E L E C T R I C A L
SOLUTIONS, LLC.
Filed 7/9/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: Po Box 260,
Fishkill, NY 12524.
Purpose: General.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation
of FKN 
PROPERTIES, LLC.
Arts of Org. filed with
NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 11/6/23.
Office location:
Dutchess County.
SSNY is designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 28
Liberty St, NY, NY
10005. The name and
address of the Reg.
Agent is C T Corpora-
tion System, 28 Lib-
erty St, NY, NY10005.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
HV WEN, LLC. Arts of
Org. filed with NY
Secy of State (SSNY)
on 11/6/23. Office 
location: Dutchess
County. SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of
LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNYshall
mail process to: 28
Liberty St, NY, NY
10005. The name and
address of the Reg.
Agent is C T Corpora-
tion System, 28 Lib-
erty St, NY, NY10005.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
________________

________________

Serendipity RE LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) 11/15/2023.
C t y : D u t c h e s s .
SSNYdesig. as agent
upon whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to Regis-
tered Agent Solu-
tions, Inc., 99 Wash-
ington Ave., Ste. 700,
Albany, NY 12260.

General Purpose
________________

________________

Notice of formation of
Limited Liability 
Company. Name:
Northside Junction
Master Tenant, LLC
(“LLC”).  Articles of Or-
ganization filed with
the Secretary of State
of the State of New
York (“SSNY”) on No-
vember 13, 2023.  NY
office location:
Duchess County.  The
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served.  The SSNY
shall mail a copy of any
process to Northside
Junction Master Ten-
ant, LLC, 1 Civic Cen-
ter Plaza, Suite 200,
Poughkeepsie, New
York 12601. 
Purpose/character of
LLC is to engage in
any lawful act or 
activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation.
of Be Home HV. Arts.
Of Org. filed with
SSNY on 08/02/23.
Office location:
Dutchess SSNY
desig. as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY mail
process to 24 Lake
Oniad Dr, Wap-
pingers Falls, NY
12590. Any lawful
purpose.
________________

________________

NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED 
LIABILITY COM-
PANY (LLC) Name: 
Riverhouse Capital
Holdings LLC Articles
of Organization filed in
the Department of
State of New York on
11/17/23 Office Loca-
tion: Dutchess County
Principal Business
Location: Dutchess
County, New York 
Purpose:  Any and all
lawful business activ-
ities Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY)
designated as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNYshall
mail copy of process 
to Riverhouse Capital
LLC – 12 Bowman
Drive, Greenwich, CT
06831
________________

________________

16 South Parsonage
Street LLC filed Arts. of
Org. with the Sect'y of
State of NY(SSNY) on
11/8/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY has been 
designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served and shall
mail process to: c/o
Marvin Kemp & Cole,
PLLC, PO Box 151,
Rhinebeck, NY
12572. Purpose: any
lawful act.
________________

________________

15 Violet Place LLC
filed Arts. of Org. with
the Sect'y of State of
NY (SSNY) on
11/8/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY has been 
designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom

process against it may
be served and shall
mail process to: c/o
Marvin Kemp & Cole,
PLLC, PO Box 151,
Rhinebeck, NY
12572. Purpose: any
lawful act.
________________

________________

97 COLD SPRING
ROAD LLC filed Arts.
of Org. with the Sect'y
of State of NY(SSNY)
on 8/14/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY has been 
designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served and shall
mail process to: The
LLC, 300 Waverly
Ave, Brooklyn, NY
11205. Purpose: any
lawful act.
________________

________________

Vision Love Holdings
LLC. Filed with SSNY
on 11/3/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: 187 Iron
Ore Hill Rd Bridgewa-
ter Ct 06752. 
Purpose: any lawful
________________

________________

MooseMNGMT LLC.
Filed 8/13/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process and shall mail
to : 418 Broadway,
STE N, Albany, NY
12207. Purpose: any
lawful purpose
________________

________________

WALK AROUND
WEAR LLC. Filed
10/13/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 7 Creek Dr Apt 205,
Beacon, NY 12508.
Registered Agent:
United States Corpo-
ration Agents, Inc.,
7014 13th Ave, Ste
202, Bklyn, NY11228.
Purpose: General.
________________

________________

H U D S O N
O P P O R T U N I T Y
ZONE FUND LLC.
Filed 10/18/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 510 Haight Ave, 
Ste 201, Poughkeep-
sie, NY 12603. 
Purpose: General.
________________

________________

Mr1956 LLC. Filed
11/10/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: Michael Ray, 49
Edwin Rd, Pough-
keepsie, NY 12603.
Purpose: General.
________________

________________

Grey Area 20 LLC.
Filed 11/10/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 49 Edwin Rd,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. Purpose:
General.
________________

________________

Jmb20 LLC. Filed
11/10/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 49 Edwin Rd,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. Purpose:

General.
________________

________________

5 Jays 17 LLC. Filed
11/10/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 49 Edwin Rd,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. Purpose:
General.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
DERT LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed Secy. of
State of NY(SSNY) on
11/21/23. Office 
location: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The
LLC, 7773 S. Main St.,
Pine Plains, NY
12567. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation 
of BROTHERS 
PARSONS HV LLC.
Arts of Org. filed with
NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 11/15/23.
Office location:
Dutchess County.
SSNY is designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: P.O.
Box 137, Billings, NY
12510. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
CAZY HOMES LLC.
Arts of Org. filed with
NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 7/25/23.
Office location:
Dutchess County.
SSNY is designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 62 E.
Hook Cross Rd,
Hopewell Junction,
NY 12533. The name
and address of the
Reg. Agent is United
States Corporation
Agents, Inc., 7014
13th Ave. Suite 202,
Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation 
of BROTHERS 
P A R S O N S
FRANCHISING LLC.
Arts of Org. filed with
NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 11/15/23.
Office location:
Dutchess County.
SSNY is designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: P.O.
Box 137, Billings, NY
12510. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
Bertolozzi Real 
Estate, LLC. Arts of
Org. filed with NY
Secy of State (SSNY)
on 11/14/23. Office 
location: Dutchess
County. SSNY is des-
ignated as agent of
LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNYshall

mail process to: 187 E.
Market St, Ste 202,
Rhinebeck, NY
12572. The name and
address of the Reg.
Agent is Van Nostrand
& Hooihan, C.P.A.’s,
P.C., 187 E. Market St,
Ste 202, Rhinebeck,
NY 12572. Purpose:
any lawful activity.
________________

________________

GAIA SCHOLASTIC,
LLC.  Articles of Org.
filed with SSNY
11/21/23. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon
whom process
against may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to
the LLC, 6 Barrett
Place, Beacon, NY
12508. Purpose:
Consulting Services.
________________

________________

Bungalow 26 LLC.
Filed with SSNY on
11/17/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: Farkouh
Furman & Faccio LLP
460 Park Ave 12th Fl
NY NY 10022. 
Purpose: any lawful
________________

________________

HHC Second, LLC.
Filed 11/17/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 2794 NY 52,
Hopewell Junction,
NY 12533. All lawful
purpose.
________________

________________

MHME Second, LLC.
Filed 11/17/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 2794 NY 52,
Hopewell Junction,
NY 12533. All lawful
purpose.
________________

________________

ZBS ARK AH, LLC,
App of Auth. filed with
Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) 11/21/2023.
Cty: Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to 800
Westchester Ave, Ste.
S-504, Rye Brook, NY
10573. General Pur-
pose.
________________

________________

Gramercy North LLC
Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 9/22/15. Of-
fice in Dutchess Co.
SSNY desig. agent of
LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to
32 Nelson Hill Rd.,
Wassaic, NY 12592.
Purpose: Any lawful
purpose. 
________________

________________

F & J Auto Rental LLC.
Filed 10/4/23. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. for process &
shall mail 1603 RT 52
Fishkill, NY 12533.
Purp: Any Lawful.
________________

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

The deadline for Legals is every Monday @ 12 noon for a Wednesday Publication*    *When a public holiday falls on a Monday the deadline becomes Friday at noon.
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Notice of formation of
Limited Liability Com-
pany (LLC). Name: 3
Country Court LLC,
hereinafter “LLC”.
Registration filing
date with the Secre-
tary of State of New
York (SSNY) was July
31, 2023.  Principal 
office location is
Dutchess County,
New York.  SSNYdes-
ignated as agent of
LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNYshall
mail a copy of any
process against it or
served upon it on 
behalf of the LLC to the
registered agent, C/O
Michael Teed, 909
Rockfall Court,
Raleigh, NC 27614.
Purpose: any lawful
purpose.
________________

________________

BLO HOLDINGS,
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on
11/29/2023. Office
loc: Dutchess County.
SSNY has been 
designated as agent
upon whom process
against the LLC may
be served. SSNYshall
mail process to: Bryan
Olson, 20 Firehouse
Ln, Red Hook, NY
12571. Purpose: Any
Lawful Purpose.
________________

________________

CSM LEGACY
HOLDING LLC. Filed
7/27/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: c/o Charles R
Mitchell, 33 E Main St
3d, Pawling, NY
12564. Purpose:
General.
________________

________________

11 ECKELMAN LLC.
Filed 9/7/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: Rodrigo Barros,
1606 Church Rd,
Broad Channel, NY
11693. Purpose: 
General.
________________

________________

G r a s s h o p p e r  
Woodworks, LLC.
Filed 11/21/23. Office:
Dutchess Co. SSNY
desig. as agent for
process & shall mail
to: 19 Saddle Rock
Drive, Poughkeepsie,
NY 12603. Purpose:
Woodworking.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation 
of Art Fully Living 
Creative Arts 
Therapy PLLC
(PLLC). Arts. of Org.
filed with the Sect’y of
State of NY(SSNY) on
11/15/2023. Office
Location: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of
PLLC upon whom
process against it 
may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to: the PLLC,
33 Henry Street, 
Beacon, NY 12508.
Purpose: any lawful
activity.
________________

________________

Globe Hill Farm LLC.
Filed with SSNY on

11/30/2023.  Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: PO Box
1077, Pine Plains, NY
12567. Purpose: any
lawful.
________________

________________

Notice of formation of
DKF Cole LLC, on
10/21/2023 with the
SSNY, Dutchess
County office, 
SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served.  SSNY shall
mail a copy of the
process to the LLC, 2
Daley Road, Pough-
keepsie, New York. 
Purpose: To provide 
administrative sup-
port to small busi-
nesses and residen-
tial customers.
________________

________________

ALPRAL ENTER-
PRISES LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the
SSNY on 11/07/23.
Office: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against it 
may be served.  SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to the LLC,
c/o Stenger, Diamond
& Glass, LLP, 1136
Route 9, Wappingers
Falls, NY 12590.
Purpose: Any lawful
purpose.
________________

________________

MILL RUN HYDE
PARK II LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the
SSNY on 11/13/23.
Office: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against it 
may be served.  SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to the LLC,
c/o SDG Law, 1136
Route 9, Wappingers
Falls, NY 12590. 
Purpose: Any lawful   
purpose.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation 
of FOREST HILLS
VENTURES, LLC.
Arts of Org. filed with
NY Secy of State
(SSNY) on 11/22/23.
Office location:
Dutchess County.
SSNY is designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 25
Central Park W., Apt
16HI, NY, NY 10023.
The name and 
address of the Reg.
Agent is Elina Tetel-
baum, 25 Central Park
W., Apt 16HI, NY, NY
10023. Purpose: any
lawful activity.
________________

________________

Kandur 23 LLC. Filed
with SSNY on
11/29/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: 5590
Route 22 Millerton NY
12546. Purpose: any
lawful
________________

________________

SAQAF, LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the

SSNY on 02/07/20.
Office: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against  it 
may be served.  SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to the LLC,
c/o Hobaib Khan, 225
Van Wyck Lake Road,
Fishkill, NY 12524.
Registered agent 
address c/o Hobaib Z.
Khan & Uzma M.
Khan, 225 Van Wyck
Lake Road, Fishkill,
NY 12524.  Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
________________

________________

LJD ACQUISITIONS,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on
11/27/23. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon
whom process
against it may be
served.  SSNY shall
mail copy of process to
the LLC, 14 Memory
Lane, Hopewell Junc-
tion, NY 12533. 
Purpose: Any lawful
purpose. 
________________

________________

NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
NAME: IVAN AND
IVAN LLC. Articles of
Organization were
filed with the Secre-
tary of State of New
York (SSNY) on Octo-
ber 10, 2023. Office
Location: Dutchess
County, SSNY has
been designated as
agent of LLC upon
whom process may be
served. SSNY shall
mail a copy of any
process against the
LLC served upon him
or her to the company.
Principal business ad-
dress: 15 Bobrick
Road, Poughkeep-
sie, New York 12601.
Purpose: Any lawful
acts.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation 
of MRK 
R E S O L U T I O N S
LLC. Articles Of Orga-
nization filed with the
Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on
11/29/2023. Office 
location: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to:
242 Main Street, Suite
288, Beacon, Ny
12508. Purpose : any
lawful activity.
________________

________________

Jpods Middle East
LLC, Arts of Org. filed
with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY)
12/5/2023. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to 852 
Freedom Plains Rd,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. General 
Purpose
________________

________________

Casper Creampuff
Milquetoast LLC filed
Arts. of Org. with the
Sect'y of State of NY

(SSNY) on
11/16/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY has been des-
ignated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served and shall
mail process to: The
LLC, 91 Bushwick Rd,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. Purpose: any
lawful act.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
MATH HOLDINGS
LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on
12/01/23. Office 
location: Dutchess
County.  Princ. office of
LLC: 2 Taylor Ave.,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12601. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to the
LLC at the addr. of its
princ. office. Purpose:
Any lawful activity.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation.
of TOP TIER 
T O U R N A M E N T S
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed
with SSNY on
09/06/23. Office loca-
tion: Dutchess SSNY
desig. as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY mail
process to PO BOX
669, RED HOOK, NY
12571. Any lawful
purpose.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
East Coast Stems,
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed
with SSNY on
5/18/21. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNYdesig. as agent
of LLC upon whom
process against it may
be served. SSNYshall
mail process to the
LLC, 17 Van Duzer
Drive Poughkeepsie
NY 12603. Purpose:
Any lawful.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
Limited Liability Com-
pany Articles of Orga-
nization of Basil Auto
Sales, LLC (here-
inafter the Company)
were filed with the
Secretary of State of
New York on Decem-
ber 8, 2023.  The office
of the Company is 
located in Dutchess
County, New York.
The Company has
designated the Sec-
retary of the State of
New York as its agent
upon which process
against it may be
served.  The post of-
fice address to which
the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any
process against the
Company is 196
Route 44E, Millerton,
NY 12546.  The pur-
pose of the Company
shall be to conduct any
lawful business or 
activity whatsoever,
as permitted by 
applicable law.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
Limited Liability Com-
pany Articles of Orga-

nization of Kureelpa
LLC (hereinafter the
Company) were filed
with the Secretary of
State of  New York on
December 8, 2023.
The office of the Com-
pany is located in
Dutchess County,
New York. The Com-
pany has designated
the Secretary of the
State of New York as its
agent upon which
process against it may
be served.  The post
office address to
which the Secretary of
State shall mail a copy
of any process against
the Company is P.O.
Box 500, New York,
NY 10021.  The pur-
pose of the Company
shall be to conduct any
lawful business or 
activity whatsoever,
as permitted by 
applicable law.
________________

________________

REYES ELECTRIC
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed
on 8/5/23. Office loca-
tion: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig.
as agent & shall mail to
3 Pine St, Poughquag,
NY 12570. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
________________

________________

Discount Tree Man,
LLC. Filed 12/06/23
Office: Dutchess Co.
SSNYdesig. as agent
for process & shall
mail to: P.O. Box 18,
Glenham, NY 12527.
Purpose: Tree 
Service
________________

________________

Reortif, LLC. Filed
with SSNY on
4/21/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: 50 
Eastdale Ave North
Poughkeepsie NY
12603. Purpose: any
lawful
________________

________________

Mhbsea LLC. Filed
with SSNY on
12/1/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: 3 Nancy
Court Ste 5 
Wappingers Falls NY
12590. Purpose: any
lawful
________________

________________

Hudson Valley Land
Acquisitions, LLC.
Filed with SSNY on
12/8/2023. Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent for process &
shall mail to: 19 
Russell Ave Beacon
NY 12508. Purpose:
any lawful
________________

________________

Led By Decorum,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed
with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY)
11/17/2023. Cty:
Dutchess. SSNY
desig. as agent upon
whom process
against may be
served & shall mail
process to Cassandra
Coffer, 9 Cameli Dr,
Wappingers Falls, NY
12590. General 
Purpose
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
RC3 PROPERTIES,
LLC. Articles of Orga-
nization filed with
SSNYon 12/01/2023.
Office location:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon
whom process may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to 85
Miller Hill Drive, 
Lagrangeville, NY
12540. Purpose: any
lawful act or activity.
________________

________________

NOTICE OF FORMA-
TION OF LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
(LLC) Name: 95 Clark
Street Holdings LLC
Articles of Organiza-
tion filed in the Depart-
ment of State of New
York on 12/13/2023
Office Location:
Dutchess County
Principal Business
Location: Dutchess
County, NY Purpose:
Any and all lawful busi-
ness activities Secre-
tary of State of New
York (SSNY) desig-
nated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to
95 Clark Street Hold-
ings LLC,12 Bowman
Drive, Greenwich, CT
06831
________________

________________

AUTO RENEWAL
MOBILE DETAILING
LLC. Filed 8/4/23. 
Office: Dutchess Co.
SSNYdesig. as agent
for process & shall
mail to: c/o Dustin
Rawlings, 1668
Route 9 Apt 13c, 
Wappingers Falls, NY
12590. Purpose:
General.
________________

________________

Notice of Form. of AM
SQUARED, LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with
SSNYon 08/29/2023.
Office location:
Dutchess. SSNY
desg. as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY mail
process to 33 DEW
DROP LANE,
HOPEWELL JUNC-
TION, NY 12533. Any
lawful purpose.
________________

________________

LEGACY SOIL
AMENDMENTS, LLC
Articles of Org. filed
NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 12/15/23. 
Office in Dutchess Co.
SSNY desig. agent of
LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to
c/o Cappillino, 
Rothschild & Egan
LLP, 7 Broad St., Pawl-
ing, NY 12564, which
is also the 
principal business 
location. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose. 
________________

________________

Notice of Qualification
of J FITZGIBBONS
HOLDINGS LLC
Appl. for Auth. filed
with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on
12/06/23. Office 
location: Dutchess
County. LLC formed in
Delaware (DE) on

11/02/07. Princ. office
of LLC: 131 7th Ave.,
Ste. 201, NY, NY
10011. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
against it may be
served. SSNY shall
mail process to Cor-
poration Service Co.,
80 State St., Albany,
NY 12207-2543. DE
addr. of LLC: 251 Little
Falls Dr., Wilmington,
DE 19808. Cert. of
Form. filed with Secy.
of State - Jeffrey W.
Bullock, 401 Federal
St., Ste. 3, Dover, DE
19901.  Purpose: Any
lawful activity.
________________

________________

DRIVE BY DESIGN
LLC Articles of Org.
filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 11/15/23. 
Office in Dutchess Co.
SSNY desig. agent of
LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to
Theresa Quartararo,
2 Dock St., Hyde Park,
NY 12538, which is
also the registered
agent upon whom
process may be
served. Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
________________

________________

Notice of Formation of
TW Wood Designs,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with SSNY on
8/24/23. Office 
location: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of LLC
upon whom process
may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to
the LLC, 16 Bell Air
Lane, Wappingers
Falls, New York
12590. Purpose: any
lawful act or activity.
________________

________________

TURN DOWN THE
CROWN LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the
SSNY on 12/13/23.
Office: Dutchess
County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the
LLC upon whom
process against it 
may be served.  SSNY
shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 11     
Spring Street, 
Newburgh, NY
12550.  Purpose: Any
lawful purpose.
________________

________________

DENTAL DUO PLLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on
12/12/23.  Office:
Dutchess County.
SSNY designated as
agent of the PLLC
upon whom process       
against it may be
served.  SSNY shall
mail copy of process
to the PLLC, c/o
Stenger, Diamond &
Glass, LLP, 1136
Route 9, Wappingers
Falls, NY 12590. 
Purpose: For the 
practice of the profes-
sion of Dentistry.
________________

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

The deadline for Legals is every Monday @ 12 noon for a Wednesday Publication* *When a public holiday falls on a Monday the deadline becomes Friday at noon.
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________________

________________

SUPREME COURT
OF THE STATE OF
NEW YORK
COUNTY OF
DUTCHESS
INDEX NO. 
2023-51579
------------------------
Plaintiff designates
DUTCHESS as the
place of trial situs of
the real property

SUPPLEMENTAL

SUMMONS

Mortgaged  

premises:

4335 ALBANY POST
ROAD, HYDE PARK,

NY 12538
Section: 6065,
Block: 20,
Lot: 855142
FEDERAL HOME
LOAN MORTGAGE
CORPORATION, AS
TRUSTEE FOR THE
BENEFIT OF THE
FREDDIE MAC SEA-
SONED LOANS
S T R U C T U R E D
T R A N S A C T I O N
TRUST, SERIES
2019-3

Plaintiff,
vs.
DOLORES JAEGER-
ALLT, if living, and if
she/he be dead, any
and all persons un-
known to plaintiff,
claiming, or who may
claim to have an inter-
est in, or general or
specific lien upon the
real property de-
scribed in this action;
such unknown per-
sons being herein
generally described
and intended to be in-
cluded in the following
designation, namely:
the wife, widow, hus-
band, widower, heirs
at law, next of kin, de-
scendants, execu-
tors, administrators,
devisees, legatees,
creditors, trustees,
committees, lienors,
and assignees of such
deceased, any and all
persons deriving in-
terest in or lien upon,
or title to said real
property by, through
or under them, or ei-
ther of them, and their
respective wives, wid-
ows, husbands, wid-
owers, heirs at law,
next of kin, descen-
dants, executors, ad-
ministrators, de-
visees, legatees,
creditors, trustees,
committees, lienors
and assigns, all of
whom and whose
names, except as
stated, are unknown
to plaintiff; COUNTY
OF DUTCHESS;
PEOPLE OF THE
STATE OF NEW
YORK; UNITED
STATES OF 
A M E R I C A ,
"JOHN DOE #1"
through "JOHN DOE
#12," the last twelve
names being fictitious
and unknown to plain-
tiff, the persons or par-
ties intended being
the tenants, occu-
pants, persons or cor-
porations, if any, hav-
ing or claiming an in-
terest in or lien upon
the premises, 
described in 
the  complaint,

Defendants.

To the above 
named Defendants

YOU ARE
HEREBY SUM-
MONED to answer the
Complaint in the
above entitled action
and to serve a copy of
your Answer on the
plaintiff’s attorney
within twenty (20)
days of the service of
this Summons, exclu-
sive of the day of serv-
ice, or within thirty (30)
days after service of
the same is complete
where service is made
in any manner other
than by personal de-
livery within the State.
The United States of
America, if desig-
nated as a defendant
in this action, may an-
swer or appear within
sixty (60) days of serv-
ice. Your failure to ap-
pear or to answer will
result in a judgment
against you by default
for the relief de-
manded in the Com-
plaint. In the event that
a deficiency balance
remains from the sale
proceeds, a judgment
may be entered
against you.

NOTICE OF 

NATURE OF 

ACTION AND 

RELIEF SOUGHT

THE OB-

JECT of the above

caption action is to

foreclose a Mort-

gage to secure the

sum of $142,500.00

and interest,

recorded on May 28,

2003, in Document

Number 01 2003

11883, of the Public

Records of

DUTCHESS County,

New York., covering

premises known as

4335 ALBANYPOST

ROAD, HYDE PARK,

NY 12538.

The relief

sought in the within

action is a final judg-

ment directing the

sale of the premises

described above to

satisfy the debt se-

cured by the Mort-

gage described

above.

DUTCHESS

County is desig-

nated as the place of

trial because the real

property affected by

this action is located

in said county.

NOTICE

YOU ARE IN 

DANGER OF LOS-

ING YOUR HOME

If you do not respond

to this summons

and complaint by

serving a copy of the

answer on the attor-

ney for the mortgage

company who filed

this foreclosure pro-

ceeding against you

and filing the answer

with the court, a de-

fault judgment may

be entered and you

can lose your home.

Speak to an attorney

or go to the court

where your case is

pending for further

information on how

to answer the sum-

mons and protect

your property.

Sending a payment

to the mortgage

company will not

stop the foreclosure

action.

YOU MUST RE-

SPOND BY SERV-

ING ACOPY OF THE

ANSWER ON THE

ATTORNEY FOR

THE PLAINTIFF

(MORTGAGE COM-

PANY) AND FILING

THE ANSWER WITH

THE COURT.

Dated:
November 15th, 2023
ROBERTSON, 
ANSCHUTZ, 
SCHNEID, CRANE &
PARTNERS, PLLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
Matthew Rothstein,
Esq.
900 Merchants Con-
course, Suite 310
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675
________________

________________

SUPPLEMENTAL
SUMMONS–SUPRE
ME COURT OF THE
STATE OF NEW
YORK, COUNTY OF
DUTCHESS –
MORTGAGE AS-
SETS MANAGE-
MENT, LLC, Plaintiff, -
against- PATRICK J.
HADDEN, AS HEIR,
DEVISEE, DISTRIB-
UTEE OF THE ES-
TATE OF PAUL O.
HADDEN; JAY A.
HADDEN, AS HEIR,
DEVISEE, DISTRIB-
UTEE OF THE ES-
TATE OF PAUL O.
HADDEN; ANY AND
ALLKNOWN OR UN-
KNOWN HEIRS, DE-
V I S E E S ,
GRANTEES, AS-
S I G N E E S ,
LIENORS, CREDI-
TORS, TRUSTEES
AND ALL OTHER
PARTIES CLAIMING
AN INTEREST BY,
THROUGH, UNDER
OR AGAINST THE
ESTATE OF PAUL O.
HADDEN; UNITED
STATES OF AMER-
ICA, ACTING ON BE-
HALF OF THE SEC-
RETARY OF HOUS-
ING AND URBAN DE-
V E L O P M E N T ;
UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA ACTING
ON BEHALF OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF
TREASURY- INTER-
NALREVENUE SER-
VICE; NEW YORK
STATE DEPART-
MENTOF TAXATION
AND FINANCE, De-
fendants - Index No.
2023-50904 Plaintiff
Designates Dutchess
County as the Place of
Trial. The Basis of
Venue is that the sub-
ject action is situated
in Dutchess County.
To the above named
Defendants–YOU
ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED to answer the
Complaint in this ac-
tion and to serve a
copy of your answer,
or, if the complaint is
not served with this
Summons, to serve a
notice of appearance,
on the Plaintiff’s Attor-
ney(s) within 20 days
after the service of this
Summons, exclusive
of the day of service (or
within 30 days after
the service is com-
plete if this Summons

is not personally deliv-
ered to you within the
State of New York);
and in case of your fail-
ure to appear or an-
swer, judgment will be
taken against you by
default for the relief
demanded in the
Complaint. That this
Supplemental Sum-
mons is being filed
pursuant to an order of
the court dated No-
vember 17, 2023. NO-
TICE-YOU ARE IN
DANGER OF LOS-
ING YOUR HOME – If
you do not respond to
this summons and
complaint by serving a
copy of the answer on
the attorney for the
mortgage company
who filed this foreclo-
sure proceeding
against you and filing
the answer with the
court, a default judg-
ment may be entered
and you can lose your
home. Speak to an at-
torney or go to the
court where your case
is pending for further
information on how to
answer the summons
and protect your prop-
erty. Sending a pay-
ment to the mortgage
company will not stop
the foreclosure ac-
tion. YOU MUST RE-
SPOND BY SERV-
ING A COPY OF THE
ANSWER ON THE
ATTORNEY FOR
THE PLAINTIFF
(MORTGAGE AS-
SETS MANAGE-
MENT, LLC) AND FIL-
ING THE ANSWER
WITH THE COURT.
The foregoing sum-
mons is served upon
you by publication
pursuant to an order of
the Honorable Maria
G. Rosa, J.S.C.
Dated: November 17,
2023 Filed: Novem-
ber 20, 2023. The ob-
ject of this action is to
foreclose a mortgage
and covering the
premises known as 21
Marple Road, Pough-
keepsie, NY 12603.
Dated: October 6,
2023. Greenspoon
Marder LLP, Attorney
for Plaintiff, By: Mon-
ica G. Christie, Esq.,
590 Madison Avenue,
Suite 1800, New York,
NY 10022 P: (212)
524-5000 F: (212)
524-5050 No Service
by fax) Service pur-
poses only: Trade
Centre South 100 W.
Cypress Creek Road,
Suite 700, Fort Laud-
erdale, FL 33309 P:
(888) 491-1120 F:
(954) 343-6982
________________

________________

NOTICE TO BID-
DERS-RFB-DCH-
2023-26 NAME OF
PROJECT: BOW-
DOIN PARK PLAY-
GROUND INSTAL-
LATION Project De-
scription: furnish all la-
bor, material, equip-
ment and other facili-
ties and items neces-
sary or proper for or in-
cidental to the installa-
tion of playground
equipment furnished
by Owner at Bowdoin
Park. The County of
Dutchess official bid

documents for this
project are obtained
from the Empire State
Purchasing Group’s
Regional Bid Notifica-
tion System at
www.b idnetd i rec t
. c o m / n e w -
y o r k / c o u n t y - o f -
dutchess. Copies of
bidding documents
obtained from any
other source are not
considered official
copies. It is incumbent
upon all potential bid-
ders to view all posted
addenda prior to the
bid close date. You
may obtain an official
copy by registering on
the Empire State 
Regional Bid Notifica-
tion System at
www.b idnetd i rec t
. c o m / n e w -
y o r k / c o u n t y - o f -
dutchess or by using
the link provided at
www.dutchessny.gov
, selecting “Govern-
ment” then selecting
“Bidding and RFPOp-
portunities.” For those
without Internet ac-
cess, you may obtain
an electronic copy of
bidding documents by
contacting the
Dutchess County 
Department of Public
Works at 
dpwcontracts@dutc
hessny.gov, or in per-
son, Monday through
Friday, 8 am to 4 pm:
Dutchess County
DPW, Business Of-
fice, 1st Floor, 626
Dutchess Turnpike,
Poughkeepsie, NY
12603. Upon request,
all interested parties
may review the hard
copy of the Bid Speci-
fications and Draw-
ings by visiting the
above referenced ad-
dress. All Addenda will
be posted on BidNet
Direct (aka Empire
State Purchasing
Group) site. Bids for
the above project will
be received by: Caro-
line Miller, Contract
Specialist Dutchess
County Department of
Public Works (DPW)
626 Dutchess Turn-
pike-1st Floor Pough-
keepsie, NY 12603 on
or before 11:00AM Fri-
day, January 12,
2024, and at that time
publicly opened and
read aloud. Bids re-
ceived after that time
will not be accepted.
All interested parties
are invited to attend.
The bid opening for
this solicitation may
also be attended
through Microsoft
Teams Audio Confer-
encing. Anyone who
wishes to hear bids
read aloud via Teams,
will need to call into the
phone number listed
below. We ask that
you call in at least
three minutes prior to
bid due/time to ensure
you are connected
properly. All call-ins
will be asked to iden-
tify themselves by
name and organiza-
tion. Join Microsoft
Teams Meeting    +1
516-268-4602 United
States, Hempstead
(Toll) Conference ID:

737 328 696#.  Each
bid shall be submitted
as one paper original
and one electronic
copy and be accom-
panied by Bid Security
(bid bond, certified
check, official bank
check) or a Letter of
Credit (in a form
agreeable to
Dutchess County) in
the amount of 10% of
the bid amount.  Bid-
ders’ security will be
retained until the suc-
cessful bidder has
signed the Owner-
Contractor Agree-
ment and the County
has finalized the
Agreement. Each bid
with Bid Security shall
be enclosed in a
sealed envelope
bearing the name of
the Project, Name of
the Bidder, and the
date and hour of the
bid opening, which
must be visible upon
delivery. Questions
will be accepted by the
close of business Fri-
day, January 5, 2024
and emailed to Caro-
line Miller at dpwcon
tracts@dutchessny.g
ov  with the County’s
response published in
Addenda prior to 48
hours before the bid
opening date. The an-
ticipated start of con-
struction is August 1,
2024; the anticipated
substantial comple-
tion date is November
1, 2024. Failure to
meet these dates may
result in liquidated
damages. This proj-
ect may be subject to
NYS Department of
Labor Prevailing
Wage Rates PRC #:
2023013225. View
Bid Specifications re-
garding APPREN-
TICESHIP PRO-
GRAM, if applicable.
The County reserves
the right to waive irreg-
ularities in bids and in
bidding and to reject
any or all proposals.
________________

________________

EXTENDING EMER-
GENCY ORDER
5/2023
EXTENSION TO 
E X E C U T I V E  
ORDER NO. 5 OF
2023 DECLARATION
OF A LOCAL STATE
OF EMERGENCY
ORDER DECLARED
BY DUTCHESS
COUNTY EXECU-
TIVE: Please take
notice that on Decem-
ber 15, 2023 at 12:00
a.m., pursuant to Arti-
cle 2B of the New York
State Executive Law,
Article III of the
Dutchess County
Charter and Adminis-
trative Code Section
3.05, Acting Dutchess
County Executive
William F. X. O’Neil ex-
tended Executive Or-
der 5 of 2023 dated
May 18, 2023. The
text of the declaration
of state of emergency
and local emergency
orders is available at
w w w. d u t c h e s s n y
.gov.
________________

________________

EXTENDING LOCAL
ORDERS 1, 2 & 3 OF

E X E C U T I V E  
ORDER 5/2023
EXTENSION TO 
DECLARATION OF
LOCAL EMER-
GENCY ORDERS
DECLARED BY
D U T C H E S S
COUNTY EXECU-
TIVE: Please take
notice that on Decem-
ber 14, 2023 at 12:00
am., pursuant to Arti-
cle 2B of the New York
State Executive Law,
Article III of the
Dutchess County
Charter and Adminis-
trative Code Section
3.05, Acting Dutchess
County Executive
William F. X. O’Neil ex-
tended Local Emer-
gency Order #1, Local
Emergency Order #2,
and Local Emergency
Order #3 in further-
ance of Executive Or-
der No. 5 of 2023,
dated May 18, 2023.
The text of the decla-
ration of state of 
emergency and local
emergency orders is 
available at
w w w. d u t c h e s s n y
.gov.
________________

________________

SPECIAL TOWN

BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 28,

2023

8:00AM

The Pleasant Valley
Town Board will hold a
Special Town Board
meeting to be held on
Thursday, December
28, 2023 at 8:00AM at
Town Hall
1554 Main Street
Pleasant Valley, NY
12569.
The purpose of this

meeting is the 

following:

1) Last meeting of
2023 to approve 
appropriations
________________

________________

LEGALNOTICE
PLEASE TAKE NO-
TICE that a Special
Meeting will be held by
the Hughsonville Fire
District Board of Fire
Commissioners on
Thursday, December
21, 2023 at 6:00 p.m.
The next regular
monthly meeting of
the Hughsonville Fire
District Board of Fire
Commissioners is
scheduled for
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 27, 2023 at 7:00
p.m.
All meetings are open
to the public and will be
held at the Hugh-
sonville Fire House lo-
cated at 88 Old
Hopewell Road, Wap-
pingers Falls, New
York 12590.
This notification is be-
ing given to the news
media pursuant to the
provisions of Section
94 of the Public Offi-
cers Law of the State
of New York.
By Order of the Board
of Fire Commission-
ers of the Hugh-
sonville Fire District.
Respectfully submit-
ted,
Kim Flower
Fire District Secretary
________________

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

The deadline for Legals is every Monday @ 12 noon for a Wednesday Publication*    *When a public holiday falls on a Monday the deadline becomes Friday at noon.
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________________

NEW 
HACKENSACK
FIRE DISTRICT

217 Myers Corners
Rd.

Wappinger Falls, 
N. Y. 12590

Please take notice
that the Board of Fire
Commissioners of the
New Hackensack Fire
District will hold a Spe-
cial Meeting on Tues-
day December 26,
2023 at 7:00 PM, at
New Hackensack Fire
District Headquarters
217 Myers Corners
Rd., Wappinger Falls,
New York 12590.
The purpose of this
meeting will be to con-
duct all year end busi-

ness of the New Hack-
ensack Fire District.
December 20, 2023
Frank P. Borquist
Secretary/Treasurer
________________

________________

EXTENDING LOCAL
ORDERS 1, 2 & 3 OF
EXECUTIVE OR-
DER 5/2023
EXTENSION TO DE-
CLARATION OF LO-
CAL EMERGENCY
ORDERS DE-
CLARED BY
D U T C H E S S
COUNTY EXECU-
TIVE:  Please take no-
tice that on December
19, 2023 at 12:00 am.,
pursuant to Article 2B
of the New York State
Executive Law, Article
III of the Dutchess

County Charter and
Administrative Code
Section 3.05, Acting
Dutchess County Ex-
ecutive William F. X.
O’Neil extended Lo-
cal Emergency Order
#1, Local Emergency
Order #2, and Local
Emergency Order #3
in furtherance of Ex-
ecutive Order No. 5 of
2023, dated May 18,
2023.  The text of the
declaration of state of
emergency and local
emergency orders is
available at
w w w. d u t c h e s s n y
.gov.
________________

________________

NOTICE OF 

ADOPTION    

Please be ad-

vised that on Decem-
ber 14, 2023 the Town
Board Of the Town of
East Fishkill adopted
Local Law No 6 of
2023 Entitled, 
“A LOCAL LAW TO
AMEND TOWN
CODE PROVISIONS
WITH RESPECT TO
TAX EXEMPTIONS
FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILITIES”
Full copies of the Local
Laws are available at
the Town Clerk’s Of-
fice or on the website.
BY ORDER OF THE

TOWN BOARD

OF THE TOWN OF

EAST FISHKILL

PETER J CASSIDY,

TOWN CLERK

________________

________________

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

HOW DO YOU SPELL
GREAT LOCAL NEWS?

Southern

Dutchess

News

84 East Main St
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590

845-297-3723 

Students at Mount Saint Mary College skate around a pop-up skating rink during
a recent tree lighting ceremony on the Orange County campus.

-Photo by Lee Ferris

Holidays ‘round the world’
Mount Saint Mary faculty share international seasonal traditions

Lights twinkle, store shelves are
stocked, and more than 50 years after the
original airing of “A Charlie Brown
Christmas,” Linus is still ready to tell us
about the reason for the season.

The holiday season is in full swing, and
members of the Mount Saint Mary
College community bring many cultural
traditions to the holiday table, inspired by
customs from around the world.

Charles Zola is the assistant to the
President for Mission Integration, director
of the Mount’s Catholic and Dominican
Institute, and an associate professor of
Philosophy. Zola, of Polish and Slovak
heritage, said that the heart of the
Christmas celebration in Poland is the
Christmas Eve meal, called Wigilia,
derived from the Latin word “vigil.”

The meal doesn’t begin until after the
appearance of the first star on Christmas
Eve, and the youngest member of the
family is usually charged with looking
for it. The table is spread with a white
tablecloth, under which is placed small
pieces of straw, representing the manger.

The typical Christmas dinner in Poland
consists of red borscht or mushroom soup,
various types of fish such as haddock,
pike, and herring, pierogis with various
fillings, sauerkraut and peas, and boiled
potatoes sautéed in dill butter. Dessert is
an array of pastries, like poppy-seed rolls,
nut rolls, fruit compote, and cookies.

After the meal, families attend midnight
Mass, called the Mass of the Shepherds.

Mount Professor of Hispanic Studies
Victor Azuaje, who moved to the United
States in 1998, notes that Christmas is a
time of family and faith for Catholics in

Venezuela.
The main Christmas meal, served at

midnight on December 24, is “the most
important thing,” he explained.

The meal centers around hallacas, a cal-
zone-like “pocket” of cornmeal filled
with chicken, pork or other meats, onions,
bell peppers, green olives, and season-
ings. Hallacas are large, so one or two
could make up an entire dinner, said
Azuaje.

Families exchange presents after the
late meal. But instead of writing a letter to
Santa Claus, children in Venezuela ask
Baby Jesus for their gifts. The Nativity
holds a prominent place in the home dur-
ing the holiday season, but it isn’t until
midnight on Christmas Eve that Baby
Jesus is placed in the manger, Azuaje
explained.

For about a week before December 24,
early morning Masses are held. At
Christmas Mass, attendees wear new
clothes.

“It’s a very special night,” Azuaje said.
“You’re going to wear something new.”

Suparna Bhalla, a Mount associate pro-
fessor of Biology who originally hailed
from India, said the Hindu tradition of
Diwali (the Festival of Lights) is in some
ways a combination of Christmas and
New Year’s Eve. Falling between mid-
October and mid-November each year,
the Festival of Lights lives up to its name:
fireworks fill the sky and Hindu homes
are decorated with lights.

Gifts are given between families,
including dried apricots, almonds,
cashews, figs, and walnuts.

“It is the celebration of the triumph of

good over evil,” she explained. “In Indian
mythology, it is welcoming the gods back
to their hometown.”

The Mount has cherished holiday tradi-
tions of its own. For example, students,
faculty, and staff look forward to the
annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony
which includes a blessing by Fr. Gregoire

Fluet, Interim President of the college.
The Mount also helps families in need
with the annual Toy Drive, which this
year, exceeded 1,000 toys for local girls
and boys.

For more information, visit
www.msmc.edu

By Lauren McMenamin
Recreation Assistant Director

Babysitting Course: Come learn how to
be a Star babysitter. Our Babysitting Course
will be held Saturday, February 10th from
9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. The course is offered
to students ages 10-17 who are interested in
learning how to care for small children. Our
Babysitter Course will cover topics such as
interviewing tips, communication skills,
ages/stages of young babies and toddlers,
safety, first aid, feeding and caring for
young children. Each future babysitter will
also get to learn how to hold a baby and
change a diaper. Visit our website for more
information and to register. www.fishkill-

recreation.com.
Cheerleading: Children in these high

energy classes learn far more than just
core cheer concepts and techniques; they
also explore their personal expression,
agility, rhythm, and teamwork. It is a
great way to build self-confidence and
nurture the desire to share happiness with
others! This program is open to ages 3-9.
The class will be held on Wednesday
afternoons at the Fishkill Rec Center start-
ing in January. Register today at
www.FishkillRecreation.com.

Crime Scene Investigation: Winter
Break Camp: Come join our Minds in
Motion Crime Team in this fun and inter-

Fishki l l
Recreatio

n esting program! We will provide you with
all the tools you need to become your very
own crime scene investigator. Learn all
about forensics, search for evidence, and
gathering clues and bring home your very
own detective kit! This camp is open to
kids ages 7-11. The camp will be offered
December 27 & 28 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. at
the Fishkill Rec Center. Register today 
to secure your seat! www.Fishkill
Recreation.com.

Multi-Sport Tots: Introduce your little
superstar to sports in our most popular
program! This baseball, soccer and bas-
ketball class uses age-appropriate games
and activities to explore balance,
hand/eye coordination, fitness, sport skills
and child development. This program is
open to boys and girls ages 2-4. The class
will be held on Monday mornings at the

Fishkill Rec Center starting in November.
Register today at www.Fishkill
Recreation.com. 

Little Rascals: We are excited to bring
back our popular Little Rascals program!
The gymnasium at the Recreation Center
is turned into a giant play room for our lit-
tle ones to run free.  There are pedal cars,
parachutes, slides, bouncy houses, tun-
nels, and much more!  Little Rascals is
open on Thursday mornings from 10:00-
11:30am.  The fee is $5 per child and par-
ents get to play for free!  Remember that
everyone must wear sneakers. Must Pre-
Register at www.FishkillRecreation.com
.Contact Lauren for more information
845-831-3371.

Visit our website for more information
and to register www.Fishkill
Recreation.com.
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Diversions

The heavy lines indicate areas, called cages, from one to five
squares in size. Fill each cage with unique digits, counting up from
1. So for example a 2-square cage contains the numbers 1 and 2;
and a 5-square cage contains the numbers from 1 to 5. Adjacent
(touching) squares, even ones that touch diagonally, may never con-
tain the same number.

Suguru

The solutions to the Sudoko, Crossword puzzle and Suguru can be found on the next page.

ACROSS
1. Bag holder
6. P in mpg
9. Eye part
13. Dog
14. ____ Gershwin
15. *Eggnog ingredient
16. Hold the floor
17. ____ Mahal
18. Anti-elderly one
19. *Breaking news, to a caroler
21. *Coming, in Latin
23. ____’easter
24. “Begone!”
25. Parent-child divide
28. Fur-dwelling parasites
30. Lacrosse stick
35. Kiln for hops
37. Feline vibration
39. Little Richard’s “____ Frutti”
40. Cream-filled treat
41. *Number of candles in kinara
43. Mountain goat terrain
44. *”Prancing and pawing of each little
hoof,” e.g.
46. Carpenter’s joint
47. Drug-induced state
48. Make lovable
50. “Cheers” regular
52. *Max to #57 Across
53. Overwhelming defeat
55. Thailand native
57. *Dr. Seuss’ spoilsport
60. *Santa chute
64. Water border
65. “What?”
67. D in LED
68. Carved
69. Stars and Stripes land
70. Astronomer ____ Hubble
71. Hitler’s sidekick
72. Joaquin Phoenix’ 2013 movie
73. Crows’ homes

DOWN
1. Dick’s and Jane’s dog
2. Famous Amos
3. Cormac McCarthy’s “The ____”
4. Join the cast of (2 words)
5. Carbolic acid
6. Deodorant target
7. Pitcher’s stat
8. Indian prince
9. More than suggest
10. Blood tunnel
11. 90 degrees, on compass
12. Invoice qty.
15. Romp around
20. Key ___ on a movie set, pl.
22. Med school grad
24. Passepartout to Phileas Fogg
25. *Popular traditional holiday entree
26. Home run hero
27. Impostor
29. Prompted
31. “That hurts!”
32. Vegas’ main drag
33. Coach-and-four
34. *Number of days in Hanukkah
36. Muscle quality
38. Word processor command
42. *Like Santa’s pole
45. Repaired, as in socks
49. Mythical giant bird
51. Unmarried woman, archaic
54. Affirmative interjection
56. What timidest and polyimide have
in common
57. Clarified butter
58. Theater seat arrangement
59. Wraths
60. Burn to a crisp
61. “____ your chance..,” contraction
62. Make changes
63. Yearnings
64. “Be quiet!”
66. Don’t waste

THEME: HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
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Union Vale Fire Department
welcomes Girl Scout troop

Members of the Union Vale Fire Department gave the Brownies of Girl Scout
Troop 10564 a tour of the fire engines and apparatus used in fires on Nov. 29.

-Photos by Kathy Welsh

The Union Vale Fire Department
recently welcomed the Brownies of Girl
Scout Troop 10564 to Station 1, located
on the north side of town in Verbank, for
a tour of the firehouse on Nov. 29.

Union Vale District Chief Steven
Schmoke, Captain Scott Geider and
Firefighter Bill Liguori showed the
Brownies the apparatus used in fires and
motor vehicle accidents and various tools
kept on the trucks and their use. They
were able to hold the hose, climb into the
trucks and ambulance and wear a real hel-
met.

The members demonstrated the use of
the “jaws of life” (a hydraulic extrication
tool used to spread and breach doors in
accident damaged vehicles) and what a 

firefighter looks like with a Scott Air-
Pak SCBA (self-contained breathing 
apparatus) on when they enter a burning
building.

The girls were pleased to see every-
thing up close and have some hands-on
experience.

“Our girls had the best time meeting all
of you and learning about all of the impor-
tant equipment you use to help others. My
daughter has not stopped talking about the
trip there and wants to learn more about
the important work that the fire men and
women do. They thought it was really
"cool" that the President of the fire depart-
ment is a woman (something to aspire
to),” said troop leader Kristen
Baurczarski.

Towne Crier Dance
Jam set for Dec. 28

Get On Down at the Towne Crier
Dance Jam on December 28 at 7 p.m., at
379 Main Street, in Beacon. Dance to a
vibrant mix of musical styles; song
requests welcome. These dances are
informal and even if one comes alone,
one can always find a friendly partner on
the dance floor. All are welcome – sin-
gles, couples, friends, newcomers. $10
Admission.

For more information, call 845-765-
0667 or email rhodaja@optonline.net.

SUDOKU This week’s answer 

this week’s puzzle solutions

Suguru solution
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Because how you live matters.

If It’s Time, We Can Help.
hvhospice.org | 845.485.2273

For Mount Saint Mary College students who finished up their classes earlier this
month, a group of therapy dogs provided a stress-busting break on December 6.

These pups were sweeter than Christmas candy for the Mount community.
Research has indicated that watching, petting, or talking to an animal can lower
blood pressure and heart rate.

The animals came to the Mount via Hudson Valley Paws for a Cause. The popu-
lar event has become a tradition at the college.

For more information, visit www.msmc.edu
-Courtesy photos by Matt Frey

Mount Saint Mary College students
‘paws’ and relax with therapy dogs 
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